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\ Britiſh hiſtory, dififhgurſhed>byhe 


aof the two crowns of England and. * 5 
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Ing in \ the perſon of James (Stuart). tha Gixtluſo+,/ = 


vereign of Scotland of that name; and the firſt 

England; who ſucceeded to the | throne- of Eng 

land by hereditary right, upan the extinction of 

or 1 enge W 1 51 
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2 THOMAS SACKVILLE, 
the laſt deſcendant. Whether it was owing to the 
natural inconſtancy of the people, their love of no- 

velty, or the high expectations they had formed of 
] | ing. characters which had 
been drawn of him by "his friends at the Engliſh 
court, and by thoſe who were -deſtined to follow 
his fortunes from Scotland, . and to enjoy rank 
and offices in his new dominions, is not ſo eafily 
determined at this diſtance of time; but certain it 
is, thut no prince ever aſcended the Britiſh throne 
with | louder acclamations, or was received with 
- mare tokens of joy by his ſubjects than James J. 
| The polig're Icings. wpon this extraorditary 
- occaſion were however greatly checked, and the 
fervent zeal of his Englith ſubjects ſoon ſubſided, 
when they ſaw what a profuſion of dignities, of 
grants, and of penſions, were laviſhed upon the 
I1warms of Scots, who had attended their ſovereign 
to his new Kingdom. | | 
Art the ſame time, the eyes of all the potentates 
of Europe were fixed with eager expectation ba 
James; and their reſpective e were divided in 
opinion, as their inclinations and party · connections 
iufluentedltliem, withireſpe& toc;the line of con- 
duct intended to be purſued by the new king. On 
the- one hand, eee, conſidered him as 
the ſon of a martyr to the cauſe of their holy reli- 
gion; they thopght the embers of his reſentment 
for the tragical death of his mother were only 
{mothered for a time from political motives, par- 
ticularly; chat he might not! irritate Elizabeth to 
a ttetapt ſutme other ſetſlement of the ſucceſſion to 
the Britiſh-crown' but they now expected it would 
blase forth with redoubled fury. On the other 
a 5 hand; theallicd Proteſtant princes andſtates,whohad - 
been {66 powerfully aſſiſted and/-ſupported by the 
late queen; dreading a change of meaſures, and to- 
tall kept in the dark with reſpoct to the true cha- 


7 


| 


- 


"Us te 7 n 1 
Meese 


rafter of James, were. as ; ANXIOUS as the other party- . 
to court, and if poſſi ible to ſecure his favour, -_.. 

This complexion. of the times produged an emu- . 
lation on the coptinent, who ſhould fend the moſt . * 
= 5 honourable, and ſplendid embaſſies to Eng- 
land, to felicitate the king on his oe poſſcthon.. 
of his ne ply-act uired dominions, and to Mgociate 
new treaties nd alliances. _ The. 1 — the 
Engliſh court was thus, by the critical ſitiſation of 
the affairs of Europe, conſiderably increaſed ; fo- 
_ reigners of diſtinction from cyery,quarter reſorting 
tò it, in the retinues of the atabaſſadors, from their 

reſpective countries. As for James, he had long 
foreſten the delicate Ts in which he. 
ſhould find himſelf upon his firſt coming to the 
thfone of England, — at home and abroad; 

and eo of the alterations he intended to 
make in the foreigh and domeſtic"Gucerns. of this 
ki ngdon,. as ſoon as he was firmly ſeated, he be · 
Sj a reign, with the only act of * . 

r which he was memorable... .. : 

"Though he deteſted the memory of Eliza 1 
fiſch a degree, that he would nęyer wear mourni 9 | 
for her, nor ſuffer it to be worn in his — * 8 
yet he continued j in the adminiſtration, of govern - 
ment the very miniſters through whole inſtuence, 

and that of their families in the late reign,” his ma- 
ther was brought to the block, The reader will. - 
readily perceive, that I mean Thomas: 1 & 
then lord Buckhurſt, , and Sir Robert Cecil; 5 i 
tlie wore of this conduct will more evideritly aps. 
* courſe of their lives, which nom follow: 
gels in the order of time, and f hiſtoric facts; 
with this exception, that we muſt go back to aute- 
cedent eyents, .1 in orger to bring them forward res 
gularly on the public theatre; and to explain we. 


— which contributed to their 1 promo: ©, 
tion under James I. * 
2 


— 


Thoma 5 


4 THOMAS SACKVILLE, 


Thomas Sackville was the ſon of Richard Sack- 
ville, Kſq; by Winifred, the daughter of Sir 5 
Bruges, lord-mayor of London. He, was born at 
Buckhurſt in Suſſex, the'ſeat of the ancient family of 

the Sackvilles, in the year 15 536; and it was from 
this ſeat he derived his baron's title of lord Buck 
- hurſt, He was fent to Oxford towards the latter 

end of the reign of Edward VI. but he aſterwards 

removed to Cambridge, Where he took the degree | 
of maſter of arts. From thence he came to Lon- 
don, and entered into the law-ſociety of the Inner, 
Temple; not with a view of following the profel- 
ſion, but by the — of the municipal law of the 
land to wa himſelf for the public ſervice of 
his country in parliament. 

He obtained a ſeat in the hovſe of commons' <4 
wards the end of the reign of queen Mary; and 
thus becoming a public character, he egleche the.. 
+ muſes, to whom he had before devoted great part 

of his tinte, inſomuch, that” while he was at che 
5 univerſity, he was dermed a good poet; and dur- 
ing his refidence in the Temple, he eſtabliſhed his 
zutation by his moral dramatic work, intituled, | 
The Induction, or bn A rh pe Mirror 
of Magiſtrates.” It conſiſts of a ſeries of poems 
exhibiting examples of very bad men in High 4 
tions, who met with extraordinary poniſhments, | 
and ended their lives in mifery or thfatyy.: the 
characters are formed upon the plan of the drama, 
and the moral of the performance is tecommenda- 
of virtudus actions, as the means of ny 


* 


0 cataſtrophes Wich befell them. It was Brea 
admired at the time of its publication! d K 
Warton Hays; that Sackville's Induckfen 4p. 

% proaches nearer to the Fairy Queen in che ie! 
4 ncis ot allegorio . Than” arty rg {9 


uy 4 - 
me aa Lien Lies * 1 a; 
. * . 1835 a £15 17 


ir ee 5 
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In 1567, four years after, the appearance of the 
Induction, Mr. ack ville produced a; tragedy for 
tlie ſtage, intituled, “ Ferrex and Porrex, the two 


Sons of Gorboduc, king of Britain; in which 


© 


e ee being public by the bookſel- 


Which it doth moſt h teach, and thereby 


In the firſt parliament of queen Elizabeth, Mr. 
Sackville was elected knight of the ſhire for the 
county of Suſſex; and his father, Sir Richard Sack-- 
ville, was choſen at the ſame time for Kent; ang 
in the ſecond parliament of that reign, the father 

was keturned for Suſſex, and the ſon for Bucking- 

hamſhire. About this time he vifited France and 
Italy, and during bis tour, he was impriſited' ge 
Rome, but on what account we have no infbtma- 
tion, being only told that this was his fituation in 
2666, when he received the news of his fathers 
. 33 death, 
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1 5 ments he held under Her majeſty. Not on! 


6 no, SACKVILLE, 


death, upon which he was releaſed; and being yow 
in poſſehon of a — * eſtate, it 18 2 rational co 
cluſion, that it —.— ome air of debt, for whi 
he was enabled to give ſecurity,” and thus obtained 


Leave to teturn home. 
„e wit graciouſly received by the queer „ who 
knight- 


ſoo il after cotiferret in him the honour © 
'hobd;” anid"thehFaifed Hm pe the dignity of a peer, 
vy the Ale and title of Jord Bockhurfl. The 5 
| "tray nce which' moſt fobably had Doe 
him in Qifficulries abroad, 142 Weben him; 
and he now afſumied Tuch ſplendot and magnificence 
-in Bis maniier of living, that His f 5 eat as 
ie was, could not Jupphy, and he was. Sele ed to 
money upon uſurious terms. This « circum 
ante, however; accidentally contributed to reclaim ” 
bim; for being one day =o 6d to wait a confider- 
able tie af ca böse bf N of London, 
who had ad vaticed Him! 88 Nee 


Als neceſntous circümſtancks, paldenle r 
— Hg rank, ind woul”hor' come "down to 8 6190 


meat proper e, vel F rk dae o wee 


ith That turned cxcpnpmiſt, ron th Fe, Wo 


night not he exp 2 in future .to. eh TO 


all .inconvenuencies,. oY 9 PR 


_—_ 


merit, but his affinity, recommended him to 
beth, his grandfather having Married a ſiſler af 
Sir Thomas Boleyn, the queen's maternal grand. 


| father: we therefore find him employed on the moſt 


honourable embaſhes, ſuitod do the dignity of his 


family. In 157 T, he was ſent ambaſſador to Charles 


IX. king of France, to-coppgratulate that monarch 
on his marrſage with the cmperor Maximilians 
„and do negociate the treaty of marriage - 
. aha mes _—_— 2 

N . N 


— . * 
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Ii 1 586; being then of the ;queen's.cabiget-coun- - 
cil, he was inted one of the commythoners for 
tlie, trial of 5 queen of Scots; and when the 
parliament had confirmed the ſentence of death _ - 
paſſed upon that princeſs, he was ſelected to-jip- | 
ſorm her of it, and to ſee it carrzed into execution. 

In 1587, the queen ſhewed the greateſt conſi- 
dence in lord Buckburft, by ſending him, in qua- 
Iity of her ambaſſador extraordinary, to ſettle the 
diſputes that had ariſen between the States - General 
of the United Provinces, and the earl of Leiceſted ; 
and this delicate truſt he executed, with, ſuch im- 

Partiality, that he gained the Eſteem of the States, 
"who expteſſed their ſatis faction to the queen · But 
Leiceſter's pride and jealouſy made him refuſe to 
ſubmit to lord Buckhurſt's prudent compromiſe qt 

the quarrel between him and the States, from which 
he appealed to the queen, whole; partiality ta her 
favourite was ſo great, that ſhe, not on ly recalled 
lord Buekhburſt, but at the inſtigation of Leiceſter 
confined him to his houſe nine or ten months, on- 

24 that he had made improper conceſſions to 
the Dutch; but upon the death of the earl of Lei- 
ceſter, he was reſtored to favour, and advanced to 
new honours,” In 1590, he was made a knight gf 

the garter; and the following year, by the qugen's 
expreſs recommendation, he Was elected chancellor 
af the univerſity of Oxford; and as mark of 
der majeſty's approbation of theit choice, ſhe viſited 
the univerſity in 1592, ſtaid there ſeveral days, and 
honoured. with her ꝓreſence the various enter- 
tainments and banquets: prepared for her by the 

chantello . „ bod, rns 

In 25984he was made utor to lord Bur- 

leigh, in the negociation for à peace ith Spain, 
which alarmed. the Dutebr ſo much, ag he had hi- 

-therto been their friend, that, they: ſent amhaſſa- 

dors to England, r anraten ne 2 


* 
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® THOMAS SACKVILLE, 
und of commerce with che queen. But inſtead of 
_ Avowring chem upon this occaſion, as he had done 
upon the former, when he thought the eatl of 
TLeiceſter in the wrong, he propoſed a new treaty, 
more advantageous for England; to which the Dutch 
Teadityeceded; and lord Burleigh. being at this 
mme very ill, and on the verge of the grave, he 
managed the whole bufineſs; and beſides other ad- 
vantages, he eaſed the queen of an annual ſtipend 
| -of 720,000 which had been paid to the States for 
many years; to enable them to ſupport their inde- 
pendeney, after they ſhook off the Spanish yoke. 
The death ef lord Burleigh followed cloſe upon 
this evem, and che proper reward: for the eminent 
ſer ces lord Buckhurſt had performed, was the 
office of lord high treaſurer, to which he ſucceeded 
the ſame year; and from this time he may be con- 
-  Kilered as prime miniſter of England. having almoſt 
ttthe ſole management of public affairs at the cloſe 
5 "of this, ani forthe firſt four years of the following 
: reign. enn e . IH "xs #4 1 . d 1 
As queen Elizabeth's health began to decline, 
he was very conſtant and accurate in his correſpon- 
*dence with James, which recommended him par- 
tdicularly to the favour of that monarch, who was 
wel appriſec that lord Buckhurſt had taken every 
meaſure ta ſceuse Ris peaceable acceſſion. In re- 
. - turn for his aſhdvity, king James granted him a 
mer patent to hold the office of lord treaſurer for 
fe, and created him earl of Dorſet, in the year 
"1602. He was likewiſe appointed one of the com- 
miſſioners for executing: the office of carl-marſhal 
ok England: And in theſe high ſtations he had 
the happineſs to enjoy the public eſteem; for he 
made uſe of his abilities to promote the welfare of 
his country and Was a firm ſupporter of the Pro- 
teſtast imeteſt at home and abroad. The laſt ſer- 
5 5 which he performed in this roſpect, was in the 
1 ; , 3 +] | . . nego- 


. - 
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EAAL o DORSET.” yg 
negociation for a peace between Spaim and Holland, 


He ſecretly encouraged the Dutchto inſiſt upon an 
acknowledgment. of - their independency, by the 


court of Spain, as an indiſpenſable article in*the '} 
treaty; and he promoted the mediation of England _* 
and France with Spain in their favour, by'which  ; 


means, this) great point was accomphiſhed, but he 
did not live: to ſee it ratiſied ; for he died ſuddenly 


dt the council-boatd in April 1608, and the ude- 


pendency of the States, as acknowledged by Spain, 


was not proclamed till 1609. As the court 


ſx armed with needy Scotch favourites, his ſudden 


cer ning the cauſe of it; but upon opening his 
head,. his n 3 de br 
Mdrocephalus, a kind of dropſy of the brain He 
had — — — of health tHl 
the year: before his drath, when he was ſo ill, and 
reduced ſo low, that his life was de ſpaired of; and 
upon this occaſion the king manifeſted bis tender 


regard ſor him, by ſending: him a gold ring ſet 


with diamonds, requiring him to wear it fer his 
:ake, and withing he might ſpeedily recover, and 
live as long as che diamonds of that ring ſhould 
endure. This inſtance of the king's affect ion, and 


his placing the moſt unlimited confidence in hi 


-apon;/all;ocrafrons;'is' to be accounted for on prin- 


Cecil/beld the reins of government when Eliza- 
beth's health began to decline ; their inffuence in 
foreign ſtates, and their known attachment to the 


at bat period; and his ſtar of auy revival of the 
claim of the Suffolk family, on whom the fucceſſiom 


Henry VII E after the deattr of his daugliters Mary. 


tinde his faroum to them a8 long as they lived; 


Tier onen ons: sichen. 


n 


4 


£ataſtrophe occaſioned ſome flight ſuipicions con- 


Kiples of polley. Lord Buckhurſt and Sir Roberr 


and Elizabeth, without iffur; obliged him nr. | 


. 
* 7 
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 Broteſtani inteteſt/ engaged int to court their favour. - || 


of the crown had been ſettled by the laft will f 
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- Keered clear of the faftions of the time. 
Mr. Walpole finiſhes the portrait of this great 
man, by zemarking, that few ſiuyſt miniſters have 


* 


20 THOMAS SAE VII IE, &c. 
but when theſe ſage counſellots were no more, the 
Scoteh ſyſtem pre vailed, James grew arbitrary, and 

-Jaid the foundation of the future ruin of his whole 
—A ͤ v ⁵˙ F643 af 13G £4.49 £10 
The character given of lord Buckhurſt by Sir 
Robert Naunton does him great honour. - He re- 


4 preſents him as à ſcholar, whoſe elocution was 


much commended; but his writings meli As n 


1 ſtateſman, he ſpeaks highly of his àbilities and his 


integrity; and as à courtier, he obletves,” that he 


left fo ſair a character In private life, he was an 


Affettionate hufpand, a kind father, and a firm 


friend. Nor muſt we forget his remarkable hoſpi- 
ality, though we have na geaſon to hope it will 
Have any effect 2 enerate age. For 

the laſt twenty years of his life, Ris family confited 


- of ace perſons, moft of whom he entertained upon 


peerage ſtill remaining in the family, but xaiſed wo 
a dukedo m. 

%, Kurbel. | . 
ncy's Apology for Poetty. Mannton'e Fragments 
. Regalia: Walpole's Catalogue of Royal and No- 


motives of charuy; nor wa he leſs benevolent to 


;  ake pgoriout of doors; to whom he afforded liberal 


relief in times of ficknels and ſcarcity. — 
poems, there are extant: ſeveral of his lo 

tters, printed in the! Cabaha: Alſo a Latin letter 
to Dr. Rartholomew Clerke; prefixed to that au- 


thor's Latin tranflation” of Balthauar Ouſtiglioness 
| Courtier, from the Italian. 7 Clerke's tradflation 


was firſt printed at London3in'n37 1, with übe fol 
bowing title, „De Curiali five Aulico The pre- 
ſent noble family of the Backviltes dewve their 
de ſecnt ſrom our ſtateſman, as well as the title: of 
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odche Athen. Oxoh.” Sick. 
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ke. v. age, nb. bas 7 


men, N 1 


Els gentleman, /cloſes jhe: ik of TY 
miniſters of ſtate, WhO were. fi 

KEI Lhe, by gueen, abel 
eminent ſervices rendered t as cal 
of, the xcign. gt. 7 4 


—— 
quous in the early 
The reader will ablerve, that the zicmoirs of 


Robert Cecil . this. Pages, not. o 
they follaw in the ordet of 8 but, 8 
Dari ROI: ſucgeſſor in ollica t9;the. 


| at a 01 oy 0, 80 | 
Ale was che ſon of the W wt 
ni birth. is ſuppoſed to have hd}, in $559 
but this is not-aſcertajned with any degree gt. cer 
| tainty; nor is it in the leaſt material at tig 


of time. Being deſormed from his birth, ghg. Bar 


| tural conſequenea, a treble, contitutian; and, 
Habit. of -bgdy, rendered bim unfit. tor, Chal 
exerciſes in early youth ; he was. therefore put 1 4 
the care of a private tutor at home; aad . 
fame time that he was gradually . 
An 


ferent branches of. human learning, he was, þ 
a conkftiet, and acquired an cash ted, 
dess affairs, from. being 9 with his 
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jor deſigning him for public employ ments under 
. the godernment, took care to initiate him in the 
Sener of politics, which was to be the baſis of 
bis future fortune. But as it was the faſhion of 
the times for 721065 tleman of rank and eminence 
in life to be a member of one of our 8 

ph be eu as. ſent 7 * $ ſake to St. John's - coll 

| mbridgey- of which he was made a fellow, 
obtained an honorary degree of maſter of arts; and 
the ſame :compliment was afterwards: paid to him 
t Oxford. The wiiters of his life ere, that 
de became a great /proficient in politics early in 
- life, and HANGING e loved him in ſeveral 
t the particulars: are 
ded, nor have we any authentic account 
anc iu a public Nation till he was 
| of the embaſſy to the earl of 
erby, der e s ambaſſador to the court of 


ee about the year 1585: and 
BYE: il, at this time, muſt have been — 
cate of age, il may well be imagined; that t 

He ts Which divided the ſtreams of court favbur, 

Adi enn of Leiceſte?'s enmity to his father, 

Bis j 3\6therwiſe; it ſeems ſtrange, 

at the y ſon, of ſo. powerful and confidential 


Aer as bnd Burleigh ſhould net have been 
mae Tooner and better provided for. In 15 
: ven his return ſrom France, her majeſty confer 
pen Rien the honour of knighthood and he wat 
Wade e. of fate to Sit Francis Wat 
— Wen labouridg under a bad ſtate of healem 
25 office! de contnded till the death of Sir 
 _ "Pralfiicis in 1590, ben he: fucceeded- him a prin» 
„ e M6715 - £4449 Nie : 
| Robert Cecil, as foot as he was in the poſe 
| Knef a; ſeals, which gave him a ſeat and con- 
Kderble —V ſtrained 
* 4 _ ind! * SELL, * 2 every 
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every nerve to diſgrace tlic earl of Eſſen, whom he 


conſidered as the chief obſtacle to his (attainment 
of that plenitude of power, which miniſters of ſtate 
in general wiſh to enjoy from the firſi moment 
they come into office. Sir Robert ſaw his father 
upon the verge of the grade, worn out with e 
age, and the fatigues of à long and active admi- 
niſtration; and Eſſex, ar younger, man than him- 
ſelf, in full p on of the queen's favour, In 
' this ſituation he reaſoned and acted like à complete 
.courtier, apprehenſive that, if His father died while 
his rival was the reigning favourite, he ſhould not 
- facceed him as prime miniſter : he wade uſe of all 
thoſe baſe and wicked arts, which Machiavelian po- 
liticians, verſed in the intrigues of eourts, know , 
_ how to employ, to enſnate a powerful rival, and 
to hurry bim impetuouſſy into meaſures calculated 
to effe&t his ruin. The ſttong paſſions of Eſſe 
made him an eaſy prey: to the cool, 'delibezate'cun- _ * 
ning of his enemy; and it is certain, that Sir Ro- 
bert :Cecit's miſrepreſentations of the car's dif- 
patches from Ireland, and his aggrayated accounts 
of his mal adminiſtration inſthat kingdom, laid be- 
fore the council, octcaſioned iheſe Harp rebukes 
ſent to him from the board, which hurried; him 
into acts of deſperation, with a view of removing 
his enemies from the queen's perſon, till, in the 
end, he broke forth into open gebellion ; and then 
Cecil took care to bring him to the block. In- 
deed, Sir Robert Cecil's 3 ſo * with 
rd to his proceedings againſt earl of Eſſex, 
— if he not maintained the honouz of this 
country in bis negociations with forgign* powers, 
and performed many eminent ſervices t the ſtate 
both at home and abroad in his official capacity; 
in this works + bn ho UV SV Fl 
2 58 5 ny Lora | 


. * 
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ration, and plotted 
Stewart to che throne, readily embraced the offers 


ne was appoimed arubafſatlor extraordinary to the 


— Y 
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© | Lord Burleigh, in order to pave the way to his 
ſocceeding him in all his oſſices, reſigned to his ſon, 
by the - queen's permiſſion, bis office of chancellor 
: of the duchy of Lancaſter, about a year before his 
death, and much about the fame time her majeſty 
gave him the privy-ſeal- The fellow ing year, [1598, 


king of France, to mediate a peace between France 
and Spain; and while he was abſeut his father died, 
vhom he fucceeded in all bis offices, except that 
-of tord-high-treafurer, which was continued to his 
'goadjutor lord Buekhurſt: but fach was his in- 
fuenes at court; aſter the death of his father, that 
he was abſofutely the prime miniſter, having the 
chief direction of public affairs, and, after the fall 


e Efſox,” the entire confidence of the queen. But 
our e,jͤer was mot yet fatificd; and when heſaw. 


that his royal miſtreſt gave way to a derg melan- 
-choly, wicht ſesmed 8 threaten 2 ſperdy decline, 
He conſidered his ftuatienlas very precarious, unleſs 
* could ſeruùre the-favour'of the preſumpti ve heir 
4& che erdwu, Who, ne well knew, cntertained no 
fryourable opinion of him, nor of any of - the party 
ho had Deen conetrned- with him, in the ruin of 
the earl of Efſeerrr on oo we tent 

- "DiMcultusthe tafk/was-to' bring over the king 
of Scotland to his intereſt, Gir Nobort accompliſhed 
# by enteriug inte à fecrer correſpondence with 
Him, unknown te che queen, or to the reſt of the 
_— 3 ho expected an oppofition to 
His claim of ſucceeding to the Britiſh crown, not 
only from the Suffoſł family, but like wiſe from the 
Action dne wiſhed for x fecond female admini- 
d to raiſe the lady Arabella 


of ſerviee made him by Sir Robert, and made him 


the moſt ample promiſes of reward, if he continued. 
_— 4, | h 
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gedfaſt to his intereſt; and, to do him juſtice, he 
kept his wort. It is to be prefumed, that Cecik 
kept this eorreſpondenee a profound ſecret, | not re- 
vealing it even to his moſt intimate friends, till a 
few weeks before ehe queen's death; yet it is really 
ſurprifing cat it was never diſcovered, for the ; 
nature . correſpondence required 'the . 
pang repafing of 'coariers ; and if it had not 
0 great preſence of mind, We are told, it 
muſt have come to the knowledge of the queen b 
is - cireumſtance. 'For as her majefty was. 
taking air in her coach upon Blackheath, a 
courier to Sir Robert from his office in 
London, being informed that he was in the ach 
Wich her majeſty, rode up to it to deliver hiv packet. 
lie queen, defiring to know from-whenee it came, 
the meſſenger replied, from Scotland, which made 
her more earneſt to know the contents; upon 
which Cecil, without: heſitation, called for a knife, 
that he might not de ſaſpe#ed any delay on his: 
part; and having N 2 -pretended that 
the rs looked and ſmelt very 11}, coming out 
1 budgets — — 2 — 
that they — — time to — in N 


beforethe queed peruſed them : to chi ſhe readily 


conſerited; which gave him an opportunity to ſend 
them back to the office, to ſecrete ſuch intel}: 
as he did not wiſh to have revealed, and to ubſti- 
tutte amy other papers im æhelr ſtead0. 
* — — — 'tlizabeth's le ſhe 
_ bitterly of attention paid to 
— r 4 

— Scoaiind and ſhe particularly la, 
Wat thoſe on hem the had beſtowed the 
greitiſt fav burs were the firſt to negleßt bert Sie 
= rt Veeil and lord Buckhurſt were of this num 
ber; and a goed nnn > 
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it ĩs pt —.— * abend 
ueen paſſe 10pes- ot ; recovayys they reci- 
—— entruſted: each other with the —2 
Ahtir Scotch corteſpondence. For on the demiſe 
of 1 Sir Robert Cecil produced her will, 
it publickly, and inſtantiy proglaimed, ames I. 
— Buckhurſt, at, the ſame. „aſet off for Scot- 
Aland, to carry the glad tidings to his new ſovereign, 
and to ſecure the, renewal of bis patent ofiloxd high 
areaſuref, 9 25 ba PH LF SIGOD. SVBL Sheets 
+»; The king held bis firſt court in aud 
ſiettled his council at the · country- ſeat of dir Robert 
Cecil,” at Theobalds in Hertfordſhire, on the gd 
pn wager Ie and a fe, days after, he made him 
peer of the rbalm, by, the, title. of, baron of Eſſen⸗ 
_—_ an Rutlandihire. The follow ing hear, he had 
- Sbgratiated himſelf ſo thoroughly, that eee 
to the dignity of a viſcount, by the title of viſcoun 
Cranbourne, mD orſetſhire; and in 1605 he = 
created earl of Sahſpury, inſtalled; knight ef the 
rter, cage ag chancellor of the vert of 
xi ani Ens 00 tl 
| It ſeems to be me opinion of the ableſt hiſtorians 
"C theſe umes, at the new made, carl ſtood in- 
debied, for all his honours aud pre ferments in this 
reign, to that time ſerving diſpoſition ſo. conſpi- 
cuous in his character, which led him to a ready 
compliance with all his maſter's wathes,,, And it js 
aſſerted, that he encquraged James to extend the 
| x6ya]-prerbgative beyond: mo dimits preſc tied to it 
=o the laws of the land. He is charges, ãg parti · 
cular with having cauſed a cart Iqad of parliament - 
edlents (that ſpake the ſubjects ibertpdiga be 
N En and of baving adviſed the ſtrange method 


of ſuppli ing the king with money, —— 

f his reighs by the creation of — 
Perſon paying 1000 J. for this hong ur. 
£3511, However, 
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However, it muſt be confeſſed, that he applied 
himſelf very Wduouſly to the duties of his office, 
and conducted the buſineſs of the nation in a mam = 
ner that made him eſteemed at home, and reſpetted 
by foreign courts; and when the intereſt of his 
country appeared to be at ſtake, wer find that be 
oppoſed the king's meaſures with reſpect to foteign 
affairs, though he is juſtly accuſed of having been 
more diſpoſed to favour the crown than the people, 
in his domeſtic adminiſtration. Thus in the Hr 
of the propoſed alliance with Spain, by the mar- 
tage of prince Charles, afterwards Charles I. with 
the Infanta, lord Saliſbury ſhewed himſelf to be 
not only an able ſtateſman, but a zealous friend to 
the Proteſtant cauſe, which he knew would be e- 
poſed to imminent danger in Britain, if this alli- 
ance took place; on which account, he oppoſed 
the propoſition in council, and the marriage ar- 
ticles in the houſs of peers, with ſuch fitmneſs and 
ſtrength of reaſoning, that the agents from Spain, 
and the, Englhth, Roman Catholics: attached to their 
intereſt, ſecretly plotted to take him off by aſſaſſina- 
tion. But their villainous ſcheme being over- heard 
by one of his lordſhip's ſervants, he was put upon 
his guard; and ſoon after, he enforced the act of 
parliament made on the diſcovery of the gun- powder 
plot, offering great . rewards for the detection of 
concealed: Popiſh prieſts, and for banifthing,-Popiſh * 
recuſants, by which means he got rid of his ſecret 
enemies. I he oppoſition he made to the Spaniſh - 
alliance did not leſſen him. however, in the eſteem 
of his royal maſter, who knew the value of ſuch a 
miniſter; and accordingly we find him in ſuch high 
favour in 1606, that Chriſtian IV. king of Den- 
mark, being in England at this me, on a viſit to 
James I. his majeſty accepted an invitation given 
to the two monarchs by the carl of Saliſbary, nd 
o 36267 „too 
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tooł his royal gueſt with him to the earl's ſeat at 
Theobalds, where they were entertamed four days 
wih great magnificence. | Se 
In 1608, lord Saliſbury attained the ſummit of 
his wiſhes, by ſucceeding to the office of lord high 
treaſurer, on the demiſe of the earl of Dorſet. 
And in the management of the public revenues, he 
found freſh opportunities of exerting his political 
abilities, and of acquiring great popularity; for 
the tarF of Dorſet had encouraged the king's pro- 
fuſeneſs to his Scotch favourites, on whom he la- 
viſhed the treaſures of the nation, without ſtarting 
à ſingle objection, from an apptehenſion of loſing 
an office, which gratified his own profuſeneſs and 
oſtentation. But the earl of Saliſbury took the liberty 
to remonſtrate againſt this ſcandalous miſapplication 
of the public revenues; and once, when the king 
had given a wartant for moffey to Sir Robert Carr, 
| afterwards earl of Somerſet, and Ms firſt favourite, 
the lord treaſurer fell upon a ſtratagem to convince 
his majeſty, that inevitable ruin muſt be the con- 
ſequenee of his extravagant preſents to his courtiers. 
Rightly judging that James, who was come from 
a poor country, where there was a great ſcarcity of 
money, was totally ignorant of the immenſe value 
of the giſt he had beftowed on Sir Robert Carr, he 
followed the tenor of the warrant, and had the ſum 


© » Jpecified in it told out, and piled up in ſilver upon 


tables, in an apartment at Saliſbury-houſe, through 
Which the king wis to paſs to dinner, Cecil having 
invited him for the purpoſe. When his majeſty 
beheld the piles, he was thunder- ſtruck, and not 
conceiving where ſo much money could come from, 
or te whom it could belong, he directly aſked, 
Wwhoſe property it was; to which lord Sali ury re, 
Pied, © Your majeſty's, before you gave it away. 
Upon this, the bing fell into à violent paffion, 
10 


{wore 
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ſwore that he had been abuſed; for he could never 
mean to beſtog ſuch a prodigious quantity of ſilver 
on any man; and then graſping one of the piles 
in great raptures, he took a few handfuls, amount - 
ing to the value of about three hundred pounds, 
and putting them aſide, he proteſted Carr ſhould 
have no more: at the treaſurer, either unwilli 
to diſtreſs the favourite, or dreading the kings 
future diſpleaſure, contented himſelf with keeping 
back half the ſum granted him in the warratft ; and 
from this tims the king was more ſparing: of his 
bounty as long as lord Saliſbury; lived: but after 
his death, he was more profuſe than ever to his 
Scotch. courtiers ; the clamours of his Engliſh ſub- 
jets increaſed ; and the exhauſted ſtate of the pub- 
lick finances was confidered as a national griev- 
ance by the ſecond parliament in this reign, which 
refuſed. to grant his majeſty any ſupplies, unleſs he 
would promiſe to apply them ſolely to the public 
ſeryice, and were thereupon diſſolved in 1614. 
A frugal admin ration of the finances was not 
me only Erice rendered to his country by the earl 
of Saliſbury, while he was at the head of the trea - 
ſury. He pattonized every ingenious invention, 
or uſeful diſcovery, for the benefit of trade and 
navigation; he encouraged the fiſheries on our cdaſts 
by the natives, ſtrictly forbidding all foreigners that 
beneficial branch of trade; and he extended his at- 
tention to Ireland, which derived ſignal advantages 
from his political and commercial regulations; one 
of which was, offering rewards for the tillage of 
uncultixated landes. | 
At „his inceflant application to the various 
duties of his high ſtation preyed upon his conſti- 
tution, and brought on a decline, which firſt af- 
ſected his lungs, and reduced him to a very weak 
condition; he was next attacked with a Tertian 


2 in ROBERT CECIL, 
- -ague, à diſürder which ſeems to have been ver 
fatal in England at the beginning of the eb 
*h century. In the ſpring of the year 1612, his phy- 
ſicians found that he had a comphiecation of diſor- 
ders; but the moſt dangerous were tlie droply a 
the ſcurvy, for wliich they had adviſed the Bath- 
waters. Before he ſet out for Bath, the king made 
Aim ſeveral viſits, and expreſſed his ſenſe of his 
great merit, as well as his perſonal affeckion for the 
ani able miniſter remaining of the laſt reign, by 
every token of royal favour.'' He part d with him 
in tears} and proteſted to the lords in waiting, the 
Joſs he ſhould ſuſtain in hint of the wiſeſt coun- 
ſellor and the beſt ſervant of any prince in Chtiſten- 
dom. At this time, the king hag no hopes 'of his 
zecoveryy; and therefore hie ordered' that no” man 
thould diſturb him, by ſpeaking to bim on public 


buſineſs; but wien news wag, brought to court 
from Bath, that he was Hub Bitte?! nie 2 ey, 
An teſtimony of the fatisfaQion he FecciveT'from fl 
Antelligence, ſentord Hay expeſt to Bath to de · 
_ - ver a token of emembrance to him, ac well as an 
aſſurance of the eantinuancel of the royal favour. 
The preſent was a fair diamond ſet, or rather 
hung ſquare, in 2 gold ring without à foil and 
at Was delivered with this meſſage: That the 
faxyour and affection the king /bore him was, and 
3 be ever, as the farm and matter of that Aue 
Sndleis, pure, and moſt perfect The writers o 
this miniſtes's life have been very careful to pre- 
ſerye this anecdote t but they have not explaincd 
the true motive of ſending this preſent, indepen- 
dent of the kings perſonal regard. It ſhonld have 
heon obſerved; fhat the foĩhle of tlie earl of Salifbury 
Washis love of power, which he carbied to ſuch 
gxcels that he could not bbar a rival near the 
ron; in this diſpoſition, though he was a _ 
. 8 2 * 
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diſcerner, and in general a great rewarder of merit 
in others, it was only when it did not ſtand in 
competition with his own. His ungenerous and 
cruel conduct to Sir Walter Raleigh ſprung from 
jealouſy; and in his laſt illneſs, willing to retain 
his office as long as life remained, he had been con- 
tinually ſending expreſſes to court, to give the king 
hopes of his recovery, and to prevent the mort;h- 
cation of having his place diſpoſed of before his de- 
ceaſe. To make him eaſy upon this head, James 
ſent one of the lords of the bed chamber to him 
with the above preſent and meſſage; but the ar- 
counts which had been ſent to court were only 
flattering, and calculated to anſwer the purpoſe; - 
for in reality Bath had done him no ſervice, and 
therefore he was adviſed to return to London. But 
he was fo exhauſted, that he could proceed no fur- 
ther than Marlborough, where be died, at the houfei 
of his intimate friend Mr. Daniel, | on the 24th of 
May, 1612. His body being embalmed, was brought 
to Hatfield in Hertfordſhire, (a royal manor, which 
the king bad given him in exchange for Theobalds) 
where it was interred with all that pomp and mag- 
nificence, which in thoſe days was conſidered as 
an efſential part of the etiquette of rank and high 
ſtations in life; and a fuperb monument was erected 
ſame te after to his memory, in Hatfield church. 

Tue carl of *Sa};{bury-left only one fon, named 
William (in, compliment to his illuſtrious grand, 
father) who. ſucceeded him in honours and; eſtate. ;// 
and fro whom the preſent families, enjoying the 
titles of carl of Saliſbury and earl of Exeter, are 
deſcended. Tbeſe titles were at firſt united in Sir 
Koßert "Cecil's patent. but they were afterg rds 
ſeparat d, and there are now two branches of mis 
e 2 „ 
„ Autherities. Wilſen's Liſe of James I, elit,, 
1653. Weldon's 8 Character of ans l. | 

« * * ; ume's \'- 


<<» x 7 


Hume's Hiſtory of England. Biog. Brit. Collins's 


Peerage. 
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Philip Champernon, of Modbury, and. relict of 


ther, to whom ſhe bore two fons, Carew and 
. Walter. The latter, whoſe eminent ſervices to his 


hitmſelf by the ſtrengih and vivaciry' of his genius, 
wk which, a ef 3 for more ative ſcenes 
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18 inuſtrious ormament of his country, who 
united in his character the hero, the patriot, 
-counſellor,” and the man of letters, was 
the Fn of Walter Raleigh, or Ralegh; Eſq. a de- 
ſcendant of an ancient and reſpe able family in 
Devonſhire. His mother was 253 daughter of "Sir 


Other Gilbert, Eſq. of Com won in Devonſhire, 
when ſhe becime the third wife of our patriot's fa- 


country have immiottalized his name, was born at 
Budlley in Devonſhire, in 15523 and at n 
years of age was ſent to Gait) his education at the 
ufiiverſity of Oxford, where he became a gentleman 
commoner of Oriel college. Here he diſtinguiſhed 


and by his cloſe ap . to his ſtudies; notwith- 


of life tl 5 overed "Itſelf" in his converſa- 


tion; 
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tion; and his father, re ee 
was his ruling paſſion, refolved tò place him in the 


road to it, by introducing him into the military 
ſervice. He therefore remained only three years at 
Oxford, and in 1569, being then only ſeventeen 
years old, he was one of the troop of an hundred 
gentlemen volunteers, whom queen Elizabeth per- 
mitted Henry Champernon to tranſport into France, 
for the ſervice of the Proteſtant princes. Mr. Raleigh” | 
had here a good opportunity of acquiring experience 
in the art of war, of improving himſelf in the 
knowledge of the modern languages, and of ac- 
quiring all the accompliſhments of a gentleman. 
He did not return till the end of the year 1575, 
having ſpent ſix years in France. 

The activity of his temper did not ſuffer him to 
reſt long at home; for in 1578, he went into the 
ſervice of the prince of Orange, againſt the Spa- 
niards. | - 

Soon after this, her had an opportunity of trying 
his fortune at ſea. His half-brother, Sig Humphry 
Gilbert, having obtained a patent to plant and ſetile 
ſome northern parts of America, not claimed by 
any nation in alliance with the queen of England, 
Mr. Raleigh engaged with a conſiderable number 
of gentlemen in an expedition to Newfoundland; 
but this proved unſucceſsful, for diviſions ariſing 
among: the volunteers, Sir Humphry, the general; 
was, in 2579, obligedꝭ to ſet ſail with only à few of 
his friends; and, after various misfortunes at ſea; | 
returned with the loſs of one of his ſhips in an en- 
gagement with the Spaniards, in which Mr. Ra- 
leign was expoſed to great danger. 5 

The next year, 1580, upon the deſcent of the 
Spaniſh and Italian forces into Ireland, under the 
pope's banner, for the ſupport of the Deſmonds in 
rebellion in the province of Munſter, he obtained a 
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— conuni ; where; under the command 
Thomas earl of Ormond, governor of Munſter, 

he ſurpriſed the Iriſn Kerns at Rakele, and having 


incloſed them took every rebel upon the ſpot; 


among them was one loaded with withies, who be- 


ing aſked, What he intended to have done with 


them? rudely anfwered, To have hung up the 


. Engliſh churls; upon which captain Raleigh ſaid, 


they ſhould now ſerve for an Jriſh Kern, and or- 
dered him to be hanged immediately. He aſſiſted 


likewiſe at the ſiege of Fort Del Ore, which the 


Spaniſh ſuccours under San Joſepho, their com- 
wander, aſſiſted by their lriſh confederates, had 
bnilt and fortiſied as a place of retreat. The lord- 


deputy himſelf beſieged this fort by land; Sir Wil- 


ham Winter, the admiral, attacked it by ſea; and 


captain Raleigh commanded in the trenches; it 


was, however, obliged to ſurrender at diſcretion, 


on the gth of November 1580; when, by order of 
the lord-deputy, the greateſt part of the garriſon 


were put a6gthe ſword; the execution of which fell 
to the Mare of the captains Raleigh and Mack- 
worth, who. firſt entered the caſtlle. 

During the winter of this year, captain Raleigh 
had his quarters aſſigned him at Corke; when ob- 
ſerving the ſeditious practices of David lord Barry, 
and other ringleaders of the rebellion in thoſe parts, 
to diſtreſs the peaceable, and to excite the diſ- 
affected to an inſurrection, he took a journey to 
Dublin, and remonſtrated to the lord-deputy on 
the dangerous conſequences of theſe practices in 


ſo ſtrong a manner, that his lordſhip gave him full 


commiſſion to ſeize the lands of lord Barry, and to 


raduce him to peace and ſubjection by ſuch means 


as he ſhould think proper; for: which purpoſe, he 
Was furniched with a party of horſe. But during 
Jord 1 . 
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the. ground, though. it was his ppincipal ſeat, and 


Hid Waſte the cou round it with greater out- 
rage e than even the al. of his ene 
mies would have extended to. 

Captain; Raleigh, - in his return to Cork, was 
attacked by Fitz Edmonds, an old rebel of Barry's 
faction, at a fort between Y oughal and Cork. He 
was inferior to Fitz- Edmonds in number, yet he 
forced his way through the enemy, and got over 
the river. But a gentleman of his company being 


by ſome accident thrown into the middle, between 


to the captain for help ; who, though he had eſcaped 
both dangers, yet ventured into them again to reſcue 
his companidn, who in the haſte and confuſion of 
remounting, over - leaped his borſe, and fell down 


on the other fide. into a deep mire, where he muſt 


have been ſuffocated, if the humane Raleigh had 
not recovered him a ſecond time, and brought him 
to land. He now. waited on. the oppoſite bank, 
with a ſtaff in one hand and a piſtol in the other, 


for the reſt. of his company, who were yet tq.crols 
re- 


the river ; but though. Fitz-Edmonds had got à re- 
cruit of twelve men, yet finding captain Raleigh 
ſtand his ground, he only exchanged a few rough 
words with. him, and retired, 
In 1682, the earl of Ormond going to England, 
1 government of Munſter was given to, captain 

aleigh,. in commiſſion with 8 Will, Morgan 
aud captain Peers, Raleigh iehided for ſome time 


iſmore; but a! ards, returning with his 


af, 

little band of cighty foot and eight horſe to his old 
quarters.at/Cork, he received, intelligence that Barry 
was, at Cove with ſeveral hundred men; upon 
which he n through that town, and 


and accordingly, at the town's- 


offer 15 combat; 9 
end, he met Barry * forces, whom he charged 


Vor. III. 
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HF bis forvant Nicholas Wright had not interpoſed; 
- Who perceiving his ae hore mortallywounded 
With darts, encountered ſix of the enemy at once, 
and killed one of them ; while Patrick Fagaw, one 
of his ſoldiers, reſcued Raleigh, after it had been 
unſucceſsfully attempted. by 7 Fitz- Richard, 
who was then over- powered by the enemy. Ra- 
leigh ſeeing this, he would not ſuffer Wright to 
Fight by him any longer; but ordered him to aſ- 
| Fitz Richard, which he immediately did, by 
ruſhing into the throng of the enemy, and diſpatch- 
ing bim who preſſed upon Fitz-Richard, he reſcued 
the latter from the moſt imminent danger. In this 
ſharp ſkirmiſh many of the rebels perrſhed, and two 
were carried priſoners to Cork, where Raleigh per- 
formed ſeveral other ſignal ſeryices, for which he 
received a grant from the crown of a large"eſtate 
in Ireland, But a miſunderſtanding between Ra- 
leigh and lord Grey, the ford-deputy of Ireland, 
prevented his riſing in the army ; and therefore, 
when the rebels were reduced, he followed lord 
Grey to England, where purſuing his diſputes with 
cat nobleman, the ſubject of their conteſt, which 
was kept a profound ſecret, was heard before the 
. privy-council; and though particulars did Not tran- 
Ck” 5 N 25 +pire, 
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ſpire; it is on record, that Raleigh defended” his 
cauſe with ſo much eloquence and ability, that it 
greatly recommended him, and ferved, rith his 
other accompliſhments, to MICE him to * 
notice of the court. 

But Raleigh, not cmd with the ſrailes of 
courtiers, was very attentive to gain the royal fa- 
vour; and an opportunity ſoon offered, which 
ſhewed that gallantry was not the leaſt of the ne- 
ceſſary qualifications he poſſeſſed for puſhing his 
fortune at court. The queen taking the ait, 
in a walk; ſtopped at a plaſniy place, in doubt whe- 
ther to go on; when Raleigh, dreſſed in a gay and 
genteel habit of the times, immediately caſt off, 
and ſpread. his new pluſh- cloak on the ground; on 
which her majeſty, gently treading, was conducted 
over clean and dry. This adventure, joined to a 
handſome perſon, a polite addreſs, and ready wit, 
could not fail to recommend him to a female ſove- 
reign.” Accordingly, coming to court ſoon after, 
and meeting with! a reception which ſeemed to fa- 
vour his ambition, he took an opportunity of writ- 
ing with a diamond upon a window, in a REN. 
cuous manner, the e line — =, 


« Fain would I climb, yer fear Ito au, 349 


which the queen dy turned" d 8 cou i 4. 
which contained a hint, Was, if he "ma not 1 ie 
er own. fault? N 


1 0 


(19747 8 If thy heart fail thee, elimb not at tall 5 


0 ſuch à poe See it is no ais | 
Raleigh made luck a rod progreſs in her majeſty's,. 
favour, n proper introduftion being, = he Hotty; | 
7 7 merit inſuring — ſucceſs. f 
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In 682, he was one of thoſe perſons of 
diſtinction Who by the queen's command accom- 

panied the duke of Anjou to the Netherlands; 
and, on his return, he. brought letters from the 
prince of Orange to her majeſty. In 1583, he 
engaged in à ſecond expedition with his brother 
Sir Humphry Gilbert, to Newfoundland; but hay- 
ing been two or three days at ſea, a contagious 
d iſtemper ſeized his whole crew, and he was obliged 
to return to port. However, by this accident, he 
xn ed/themisfartunes of that expeditiou in which 
Sir Humphry, after having taken poſſeſſion of New- 
foundland in right of the crown of England, in his 
return home, unfortunately periſhed. But ill-ſucceſs 
could not divert Raleigh from a ſcheme, which he 
gs was of ſuch importance to his country. 
e therefore drew up an account of its advantages, 
nd laid it before the queen and council, who were 
10 Well ſatisfied with it, that her majeſty granted 
bim letters patent ãn favour of his project; con- 
taining free liberty to diſcover ſuch remote hea - 
theniſh and barbarous lands, as were not actually 
poſſeſſed by any Chriſtian, or inhabited by Chriſ- 

nan people.. 2200 | | 

Immediately upon this grant, captain Raleigh 
 Kitted out two veſſel, which reached the gulph of 
Florida the beginning of July. They ſailed along 
the ſhote about one hundred and twenty miles, and 
at laſt debaxked on a low land, which proved to 
be an ifland called Wokoken, Aſter taking a for- 
mal poſſeſſion of this country in the name of the 
queen, he carried on a friendly correſpondence with 
the natives, who ſupplied them with proviſions, 
aud. gave them furs and deer-tkins in exchange for 
trifles. Thus encouraged, eight of their crew went 
twenty miles up the river Oecam, and next day 

came to an iſland called Roanok, the reſidence i 

; a 4.5 the 
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the Indian chief, whoſe houſe was built of cedar, 


round with ſharp pieces of timber. 
came out to them, and ordered her people 
them from the boat on their backs, and 
ſhewed them many civilities to expreſs her frĩendly 
intentions towards them, in the abſence of her 
After having gained the beſt information 
they could of the ſtrength of the Indian nations, 
and of their connections, alliances, and conteſts 

with each other, they returned to England, and 
made ſuch an advantageous report of the fertality 
of the ſoil, and healthfulneſs of the climate,” chat 
the queen favoured the deſign of ' ſettling a colony 
in that country, to which ſhe gave the armed of 
Virginia. . - | 
About two months aker captain Ralei, h% —_ 
m 1584, he was choſen * of the Wire for his 

native county of Devon; and the fame: year, the 
queen, who' was extremely cautious and frugal in 

beſtowing of honours, as à diſtinguiſhing token of 
her fayour conferred on him that of knighthood, 

Her Majeſty, at the ſame time, granted him a patent 

to licenſe the vending of wines by retail through 
out the kingdom; which was, in all probabitiny;, 
a very lucrative one. 0 en. is e og TS 
wine-licences, - 

Sir Walter was ſo intent upon plaming his new 
colony in bf. os that, in 1595, he ſent out 2 
fleet of ſeven fail, under the command of his couſin, 
Sir Richard Grenville, a gentleman/whoiacquired | 
the higheſt degree of reputation both in the land 
and ſea- ſervice, and died in the bed of honour, of 
a wound received on board his thip; in an engage - 
ment with the Spaniards in 1591. Sir Richard, 
upon his landing, ſent a deputation to the king of 
the Indians, whoſe name was Wingina, and who: 
2 at Roanok, e permiſhon to eſtabliſh 

a friendly 
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3 THE LIFEiOF 
a friendly intereourſe with the inhabitants, and te 
viſn the; country; which being granted, he went 
with a ſelect company to view ſeveral Indian towns, 
and was civilly treated; but at one of them, an 
accident happened, which greatly diſconcerted his 


plan. An Indian ſtole a filver cup, which Sir 


iebard's people reſented by ſetting fire to the town, 
and deftroying the corn in the fields: for this raſh 
action, the Indian king threatened to fall upon the 
Engliſh: with their | whole ſorce; but; by a timely 
ſubmiſſion and ſome preſents, the affair was termi- 


 mated-amicably* and Sir Richard, after leaving one 


hundred and ſeven perſons to ſettle the colony 
of Virginia, ſet fail for England; and, on his 
paſſage, he took a Spaniſh prize, eſtimated at 
go, oo. Nan TILES Pe ee 13+ 087-7 

This was not the only cireumftance of good for- 
tune which happened to Sir Walter this year. The 
zebellion in Ireland being now totally ſuppreſſed, 
her Majeſty granted him twelve thouſand acres of 
the forfeited lands; and this great eſtate he planted 


- at his own'/txpence; | 


RE 1 
Sir Walter, encouraged by this noble grant, 
Rtted out a third fleet for Virginia; where the co- 


lony, having ſuffered great diſtreſſes, had procured 


a paſſage to England by Sir Francis Drake, who 
had viſited it in his return from his conqueſt of St. 
Domingo, Carthagena, and St. Auguſtine. Ra- 


leigh, in the ſpring of the year, had ſent a ſhip of 


one hundred tons to the ſuccour of his new co- 

lony; but not arriving before the people had left 

it, ſhe returned with all her lading to England. 
About fifteen days after, Sir Richard Grenville 


arrived at Virginia with three ſhips more, well 
ſtored, for the company of planters which he had 
left there in 1585; but, finding neither them, nor 


the laſt- mentioned ſhip, Sir Richard, adage, A 
i 2 . 8 53 ce 
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fole the poſſeſſion of ſo fine a country, landed fife. 
teen men on the ifland of Roanok, leaving them 
proviſions for two years, then ſet fail for England, 
and, in his return, took ſome Spaniſh prizes. 
About this time, Sir Walter Raleigh was con- 
cerned in other plans, for the improvement of the 
navigation and commerce of his country; particu- 
larly in captain Davis's expedition, for diſcover- 
ing the North-weſt paſſage ; on which account æ 
romontory in Davis's Streights is called MounT 
Nan 16H. To indemnify him, in ſome meaſure, 
for the expence of theſe patriotic undertakings, th 
ueen gave him additional grants of land, and far- 
er emoluments on his wine-licences. 1 
The latter end of the year 1586, her majeſty 
made him ſeneſchal of the duchies of Cornwall and 
Exeter, and lord- warden of the ſtannaries in De- 
yonſhire and Cornwall. But thefe preferments ex- 
ſed him to the envy of thoſe-who were much his 
inferiors in merit; and even the earl of Leiceſter, - 
who had once been his friend, grew jealous of him, 
and ſet up, in o 3 to him, his nephew, the 
young earl of Ti ex. But neither the factions of 
the court, nor the aſperſions of the people, whom 
Raleigh could never condeſcend to flatter, could 
deter him from attending to the duties of his ſeve- 
ral employ ments. | 40 
In the year 1587, Sir Walter, prepared a new 
colony of one hundred and fifty en 3 
appointing Mr. John White governor, and with 
him twelve aſſiſtants; and incorporated them by the 
name of The Governor and Aſſiſtants of the citx 
of Raleigh in Virginia.” | e © 
On their arrival at Hattaraſs, the governor diſ- 
patched a ſtrong party to Roanok, expecting to. 
find the fifteen men that were left there ; but they 
fought them in vain. They afterwards found that 
RES | gas. © ide ſeperat 
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ſeveral of them had been murdered by the ſavages, 
and the reſt driven to a temote part of the country. 
This new colony having entered into an alliance 
with the natives, conſidered that they ſhould waut 
freſh ſupplies of proviſions; and, wanting an agent 
to go to England prevailed on their governor to- 
undertake that office, who returned with his ſhips 
in the latter end of the year. 
Sir Walter, ſolicitous for the ſafety of the co- 
lony, prepared a fleet to aſſiſt them; but the appre- 
henfons of an invaſion from Spain, in 1588, pre- 
vented their failing ; ſo that governor White could 
only obtain two ſmall pinnaces, which had the 
misfortune to be fo thoroughly rifled by the enemy, 
that they were obliged to return back without per- 
forming the voyage, to the diſtreſs of the planters 
abroad, and the great regret of their patron at 
home. * l if SY 

About this time, Sir Walter was advanced to the, 
poft of captain of ber majeſty's guard, abd was 
one of the council of war appointed to conſider of 

the moſt eſſectual methods for the ſecurity of the 

_ mation ; upon which occaſion he drew up a ſcheme 

- Which was a proof of his judgment and abilities. 
But he did not confine himſelf to the mere office 
of giving advice; he raifed and diſciplined the mi- 

- Hitia of Cornwall; and, having performed all poſſi + 
ble fervices ar land, joined the fleet with a ſquadron 
of volunteers, and had a conſiderable ſhare in the 

total defeat of the Spaniſh Armada; when his me- 
rt, upon ſo important a crifis, juſtly raiſed him 
Kill higher in the queen's favour, who now made 
him gentleman of her privy chattther. | 

In 1589, Don Antonio, BINS of Portugal, being 
_ expelſied from his dominions by Philip II. of Spain, 

queen Elizabeth contributed fix men of war, and 

threelcore thouſand pounds, in order to teinſtate 


him, 
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him, and encouraged her ſubjects to concur im that 
deſign, Sir Walter Raleigh, with Sir Francis, 
Drake and Sir John Norris, accompanied that 
prince to Portugal; and, in chis expedition, took. 
a great number of hulks belonging to the Hans- 
towns, laden with Spaniſh 0 ovifions, and 
ammunition, for a new invaſion of England: and 
his conduct in the Whole affair was ſo ſatisfactory 
to her majeſty, that ſhe honoured him, as well as 
the other commanders, with a gold chain. 
Raleigh had now formed a deſigu againſt the 
Spaniards in the Weſt-Indies, in A, 5 to.intercept/ 
the Plate- fleet, and fitted out a maritime force for: 
that purpoſe, conſiſting of thirteen ſhips of his own» 


and fellow-adventurers;; to which the queen added . 


two men of war, the Garland and Foreſight, giving: 
him a commiſſion as general of the fleet, the po 
of lientenant-general being conferred- on- Sir John 


Burgh. . 
3 ſet fait in February, 1592; but the winds 
proved ſo contrary, that he could not leave the 
coaſt of England till the 6th of May; and the gert 
day Sir Martin Frobiſher followed aud overtok 
him with the queen's letters to recall him; but, 
imagining his honour engaged in tlie undertaking. 
he purſued his courſe, though he was informed that: = 
| the king of Spain had ordered that no ſhips-ſhould 
fail that year, nor any treaſure be brought from the 
eſt-Indies. However, on the 13th, of | 
nceting with. a ſtorm off Cape Finiſterre, he di- 
vided his fleet into Bya ſquadrons, committing one 
S and the other to Sir Martin 
Frobiſher, with orders to the latter, to- lie off the 
South - cape, to keep in and terrify the Spaniards on. 
their coaſts, while the former lay at the Azores fox 
the carracks from the Eaſt- Indies; and then re- 
turned. home. Is! wth 90, EY, ye | 
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The ſucceſs of theſe directions was anſwerable 
to the excellent judgment that formed them; for 
the Spaniſh admiral, collecting his whole naval 
er to watch Frobiſher, ' left the carracks un- 
bers and the Madre de Dios, then eſteemed 
the richeſt: prize ever brought to England, was 
feized by Sir John Burgh, n. 
Sir Walter Raleigh's enemies, enyious of his 
prevailing influence over the queen, employed every 
means to work his diſgrace. Tarleton, a comedian, 
Was encouraged by Eſſex and his party, to introduce 
Into his part in a play, at which the queen was 
preſent, an alluſion to Sir Walter, comparing him 
the Krave, which in certain games at cards 
governs the queen:“ her majeſty, however, was 
Highly diſpleaſed, and forbade Tarleton, and all ber 
jeſters, to approach her table. In the next place, 
48 His religious tenets were not ſtrictly orthodox, 
and he had rendered himſelf obnoxious to the clergy 
by his being in poſſeſſion of ſome church lands, 
granted to him by the queen ; a libel was publiſhed 
gainſt him at Lyons, by one Parſons, a jeſuit, 
eibug him with being an Atheiſt, on account of 
Mis tract, intituled The School of Atheiſts” in 
Which Sir Walter only attacks the old ſchool divi- 
"nity. ' But the queen was made to believe that it 
was an impious performance, which refle&ed diſ- 
honour on her father's memory; upon which ſhe 
chided him ſeverely; and he was ever after branded 
with the title of Atheiſt. 
Soon after, another incident had well nigh ruin- 
ed him for ever in the queen's eſteem. He had ſe- 
duced the davgliter of Sir Nicholas 1 
one of the queen's maids of honour; and the na- 
tural conſequence of the amour diſcovering the in- 
trigue, her majeſty ordered him to be confined for 
ſeyetal months, and diſmiſſed the lady from her at- 
VIE . "Rt tendance; 
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tendance; to whom he afterwards made the moſt 
honourable reparation he could, by marriage; in 
' which ſtate they became examples of conjugal We 
fetion and fidelity. 

While Sir Walter Raleigh was under ber mas 
jeſty's diſpleaſure, he projected the diſcovery of the 
extenſive empire of Guiana, in South-Americas 
which the Spaniards had then only viſited, and to 
this day have never conquered.” Sir Walter having 
provided a {ſquadron of ſhips at a very great ex- 

nce, the lord high admiral Howard, and Sir 
Nobert Cecil, conceived ſo good an opinion of the 
defign, that they both concurred in it. | 

He ſet ſail on the 6th of February, 1595, 2 
arrived at the iſle of Tiinidado on the -22d-of 
March, where he made himſelf maſter of St: Joſeph. 
a fall city, and made the Spaniſh goyernor pri- 
ſoner. Then, quitting his ſhip, he, with an hun- 
dred mem im feveral little barks, ſailed four hun- 
dred miles up the river Oronoque, in ſearch of 
Guiana; but the heat of the weather, and the tor- 
rents; obliged him to return, irh he did. red 
latter end of the ſummer. + 

The following year he was ſo * ene wo | 
favour, that he was engaged in the importante 
tion to Cadiz; wherein the earl of Eſſex, and the lord 
high-admiral Howard, were joint commanders. On 
the 2oth-of June they arrived before Cadiz. The 
lord high-admiral was of opinion, that the land- 
forces ſhould attack the town firſt, that the fleets 
might not be expoſed to the fire of the ſhips, of the 
city, and of the adjacent forts ; and the council of 
war concurred in this opinion. | But as the earl of 
Eſſex was putting his men into boats, in order to 
land them, Sir Walter, not happening to have been 

preſent at the council of war, went directly to the 
al and altered 3 reaſons againſt i its 
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and for their firſt falling upon the galleons and 


ps in the harbour, that the earl ſaw the neceſſity 


of altering his ſcheme, and deſired Sir Walter to 


diſſuade the admiral from that of landing. He 


did ſo; the admiral was convinced; and, by Sir 
e deferred the attack till the next 
* n 4 


For the particulars of this attack, in which Sir 


Walter Raleigh diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his bravery 


2nd his prudence, and which was attended with 


uch wonderful ſucceſs, we muſt refer our readers 


w Dr. Birch's account of it. It is ſufficient in this 

lace to mention, that the city was taken and plun- 
— many of the N cas ſhips belonging to 
the Spaniards were run aſhore, and the galleons, 


with all their treaſure, were burnt by the enemy, 


to prevent their falling into the hands of the 


Sir Walter continued in a ſtate of perſonal ba- 
niſhment from the 's preſence till 21597, and 


then was intirely red to favour, and performed 


ſeveral other ſignal ſervices. In 1601, he attended 
the queen in her progreſs: and in the laſt parlia- 
ment of this reign, be ſignalized himfelf, by oppo· 


ning ſome bills brought in to oppreſs the lower 


<laffes of the people. But the death of this princeſs 
proved à great misfortune to Sir Walter; for her 


_ - Sngdefſor king James I. had been greatly prejudiced 


agzinit him by the earl of Eſſex; yet he did not 


diſcover his diſguſt for ſome time, but treated him 
wich great kindneſs 2 however, his majeſty's paciſic 
5 1 not reliſh a man with ſo martial a ſpirit. 


had not been long upon the throne before Sir 


Walter was diſmiſſed from his poſt of captain of 


the gunrds; and, foon after, was charged with be- 
ing engaged in a plot againſt the king, and with 
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of dpain ; but no evidence was Lee of his 
having been engaged in any treaſonable act what- 

ever, though he was brought in guilty, and c con- 
demned for high treaſon. 

The trial was cartied on with wits wan ran- 
cour by the crown-lawyers, who have often made 
treaſon where none was to be found, whenever a 
fate priſoner has rendered himlelf obnoxious to 
the ſovereign; but his death had been veloge OG 


. mined in the cabinet-council. 


To the eternal diſgrace of his memory, that 
great lawyer, Sir Edward Coke, the attorney-ge- 
neral, made uſe of the groſſeſt abuſe in opening 
the falſe accuſation againſt our renowned patriot. 
He ſtigmatized the great Sir Walter Raleigh with, 
the „ ee titles of Traitor, Monſter, Wine 
and Spider of Hell.“ 

ut the true cauſe of this ſhameful court-conſpis: 
racy againſt Sir Walter, was the very active part 
he had taken againſt the Scotch intereſt. Appre- 
benfive: that his country wauld be over-run by 
Scotchmen, and that all the poſts of honour and 
emolument would be engroſſed by them, to the 
excluſion of Engliſhmen, he had propoſed in coun», 
cil, a ſhort time before the — queen Eliaa- 
beth, that the king of the Scots ſhould be tied down, 
by the ſtrongeſt contract that could be draw u up, 
to bring into England only a limited number of 
his coutrymen, upon his acceſſion to the Britiſh 
throne. U his propoſition was over-ruled, but it 
was never forgiven by James, and his Scotch mi- 
nions. And it muſt be confeſſed, that Sir Walter 
did not endeavour to abate their malice by tempo- 
nzing; on the contrary, when he found A dis 
prophetic fears were realiaed, and none but Scotch 
men countenanced at court, he boldly exclaimed 
againſt, this: paxtiality in their fayour ; and thus he. 
wrought his own — hag B 
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But even thus circumſtanced, his ruin would 
not have been completed, if there had not been 
found two degenerate Engliſhmen baſe enough to 
forward the deſigns upon the life of this great 

man. One of theſe was Sir Robert Cecil, ſecretary 
of ſtate, induced to it by motives of jealouſy ; for 
te knew that Raleigh's political talents might one 
day or other render his ſervices ſo eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary to the king and to the nation, that he muſt 
be brought into adminiſtration, and ſupplant him. 
The other was Coke, the attorney- general, who 
appears to have been Sir Walter's enemy by pro- 
feſſion, and to have conſidered the blackening his 
character as a recommendation to the firſt va- 
caney upon the bench. Yet; aſter ſentence was 
paſſed the cowardly court durſt not proceed to 
execution, ſo great was the love and veneration of 
the people for the hero of his country; and there- 
fore he was reprie ved at Wincheſter, where he was 
tried, and remanded to the Tower, where not 
long after his confinement, upon the unwearied ſo- 
licitations of his lady, who petitioned the king that 
. ſhe might be priſoner with him, he was allowed the 
_comfolation of her company, and his younger fon 
_ Carew was born there in 1504, oo 1 

Ihe king ſoon after granted him his forfeited 

eftate, for the benefit of his wife and children; but 
this was only for his own life, for be had, on his 
reſolving to accept of a challenge from Sir Amias 
lr ſome years before, made it over to his eldeſt 

; who, notwithſtanding, derived no benefit from 

the reverſion ; for K obert Car, the king's new ſa- 
vourite, having no real eſtate belonging to his own 
obſcure family, caſt his eyes upon the lands of 
Raleigh; and by the aſſiſtance of his friend Coke, 

_ the attorney-general, he ſoon «diſcovered a flaw in 

- © " the conveyance; upon which, an information be- 
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ing exhibited in the exchequer; judgment was given 
for the crown. The grant to Sir Walter for life was 
made void ; and Sherborne, and other of his eftates, 
were given to Car in 1609, the king being in- 
flexible to all the petitions of the lady Raleigh, on 
behalf of herſelf and her children. Re 
Sir Walter Raleigh ſoftened the rigours of his 
long confinement, by an application to various 
kinds of ſtudies, particularly in writing his well- 
known and admired Hiſtory of the World. He alſo 
amuſed himſelf in practical chemiſtry, making many 
uſefal experiments; the reſult of which was a 
diſcovery, of an excellent remedy for malignant fe- 
vers; long known under the name of Raleigh's Cor-. 
dial, but now totally laid afide, from doubts con- 
cerning the authenticity of the recipe forcompoſing it. 
But, though he had the queen's protection, and 
prince Henry for his patron, during the height of 
the earl of Somerſet's tavour, yet he could not ob- 
tain his liberty till after the condemnation of that 
favourite, for the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury. 
At length, by means of fifteen hundred pounds 
. a relation of the new favourite Sir George 

illiers, he procured his liberty, in March 1616, 
after above twelve years confinement in the Tower. 
Sir Walter, being now at large, had an opportu- 
yo proſecuting his old ſcheme of fetthng Guiana, 
and his majeſty granted him a patent for that pur- 
poſe, at leaſt under the privy-ſeal, if not under the 
great-ſeal of England; which Sir Francis Bacon, 
on being applied to, aſſured him implied a pardon 
for all that was paſt, as the king had made him 
admiral of his fleet, and given him the power of 
martial law over his officers and ſoldiers 
The whole expence of this expedition was de- 
frayed by Sir Walter Raleigh and his friends. In 
their paſſage, they met with various difappoi! 
2741 . \ | ments 2 


E LIFE OF 
ments; however, in November, they came in ſight 
of Guiana, and anchored five degrees off the river 
Caliana. | 

Here Raleigh was received with the utmoſt joy 
by the Indians, who offered him the ſovereignty of 
the country, which he dechned. His extreme ſick- 
neſs preventing his attempting the diſcovery of the 
mines in perſon, he deputed captain Keymis to that 
ſervice, ordering five ſhips to fail into the river 
Oronoque; but, three weeks after, landing by night 
| nearer a Spaniſh town than they tied they 
were. ſet upon by the. Spaniſh. troops, who were 
prepared for their reception. — 

his unexpected attack foon,threw them into 

gonfuſion.; and, had not ſome of the leaders ani- 
mated the reſt, they had. all been cut to pieces: 
but the others, by their example, ſoon rallying, 
they made ſuch a vigorous oppoſition, that they 
forced the Spaniards to retreat. | | 
In the warmth of the purſuit, the Engliſh found 
themſelves at the Spaniſh town before they knew 
where they were: Here the battle was renewed, 
and they were aſſaulted by the governor himſelf, 
and four or five captains at the head of their com- 
Panics, When captain Raleigh, the eldeſt fon. of 
Sir Walter, hurried on by the heat and impatience 
of youth, not waiting for the muſketeers, ruſhed. 
forward, at the head of a company of pikes, and, 
| having killed one of the Spaniſh captains, was ſhot 
by another. But prefling ſtill forward with his 
- ſword the captain who had ſhot him, the 
Spani , with the butt-end of his muſket, felled 
kim to the ground, and put an end to his life; 
when his ſerjeant immediately thruſt the Spaniſh 
captain through the body with his halbert. Two 
other Eaptains, and the governor himſelf, fell in 
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The Spaniſh leaders being all thus diſpatched; 
the private men fled. | Some took ſhelter about the 
market. place, from whence they killed and wounded 
the Engliſh at pleaſure; fo that there was no way 
left for ſafety but by fing the town, and drivin 
tlie enemy to the woods and mountains. 

Captain Keymis had now an opportunity of 
viſiting the mine, which he attempted with captain 
Thornhurtt, Mr. W. Herbert, Sir John Hamden, 
and others; but, upon their falling into an am- 
buſcade, in which they loft many of their men, 
they returned to Sir Walter, without diſcovering 
the mine, alleging the reaſon mentioned above. 

As ſome mitigation of their ill fucceſs, and as 
an inducement to farther hopes, Keymis produced 
two ingots of gold, which they had found in the 
town, together with à large quantity of papers 
found in the governor's ſtudy. Among theſe were 
four letters, which diſcovered not only Raleigh's 
whole enterprize to have been betrayed, but his 
life hereby put into. the power of the Spaniards, 
Theſe letters alſo diſcovered the preparations made 5 
by the Spaniards to receive Raleigh. 

To the juſt indignation which he conceived 
this — was added the mortification of finding. 
that Keymis had not proceeded to the mine. He 
reproached that captain with having undone” him, 
and wounded his credit with the king paſt reco- 
very. This affected Keymis fo ſenfibly, that he: 
retired to his cabin, where he ſhot himſelf; but, 
finding the wound not mortal, he difpatched him- 
ſelf with a knife, which he thruſt i into his heart. 

The ill ſtate of Sir Walter's health would not 
ſuffer Nm to repair Keymis's neglect. He was in- 
capable of fach a voyage, and, at the"ſame «time, 
was 1n continual apprehenfion of being attacked by 
the Spaniſh Armada, ſent out on | af to lay 


wait 


— 


recorded, that to his ſhame 


K 
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wait for and deſtroy. him; but the enemy miſſed 
him, by ſtaying in the wrong placdmmee 
To the eternal diſhonour e e let it be. 
ful duplicity, and 
daſtardly fears, the honour of the nation, the ſuc- 
ceſs of the expedition, the lives of many brave men, 


and the military reputation of Raleigh, were facri- 


— 


ficed. For while he encouraged Raleigh, hy grant- 
ing. him a ſpecial, commiſſion for this enterpriſe, he 


ö not only diſavowed it by his miniſters to the Spaniſh. 


ambaſſadors, but, as a proof that he did not wiſh 
Well to the deſign, he ſuffered them to give the 
ambaſſador the particulars, of Raleigh's force and 
deſtination; which being forwarded to the court of 
Spain, occaſioned the vaſt. preparations that he found 
ready an his arrival, to oppoſe him. Sir Walter 
could not forbear reproaching the court for this 
infamous conduct, in a letter from St. Chriſtopher's,. 
to the ſecretary of ſlats ; and this. determined the 
miniſtry to take him off, as the only method of. 
extinguiſhing the hopes of the people, who wiſhed 


far a war with. 
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Accordingly,. en Sir Walter's return home, he 


found that king James had publiſhed a proclama- 


, 


tion, declaring his deteſtation of his conduct, aſſert- 
ing, that his majeſſy had, by expreſs limitation, re- 
ſtrained and forbade Raleigh from attempting any 
act of hoſtility againſt his dear brother of Spain; 
yet it is evident, that the commiſſion contained no 


= 


T bis proclamation, however, did — deter vir 
Walter from landing at Piymouth,. in July 1018, 


being reſolved to ſurrender himſelf into the king's 

hands, to whom he wrote a letter. in; defence of 
himſelf- But he was arreſted on the road to Lon- 
don by Sir Lewis Stewkeley, vice-admural of De- 
vonſhire, and his. relation, who acted a moſt — 2 


— 
1 
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and treacherous part, after his arrival with his/pri- - 


ſoner at London. For, Sir Walter being allowed 


to remain a priſoner at his own houſe, Stewkeley 
continually, informed him + how greatly the court 
was exaſperated againſt him, by the complaints of 
Gondemar the Spaniſh ambaſſador. He hinted, that 
his life was at ſtake, and then countenanced, if he 
did not ſuggeſt the deſign Raleigh had now formed 
of making his eſcape to France, which be after- 
wards attempted; but being betrayed all 2 by 
Ste wkeley, he was ſeized in a boat below Wool- 
wich, and, on the 10th of Auguſt, was committed 
re LI og ont BHS 
But though his death had been abſolutely reſolved 
upon, yet it was not eaſy to find a method to com- 
paſs it, ſince his conduct in his late expedition 
could not be ſtretched in law to ſuch a ſentence. 
It was reſolved therefore to ſacrifice him to Spain, 
(in a manner that has juſtly expoſed the court to 
the abhorrence of all facceeding. ages) * calling 

him down to judgment on his former ſentence, 
paſſed fifteen years before Thus, by a ſtrange 
contrariety of proceedings, he, who had been con- 
demned for being a friend to the Spaniards, now 
loſt his life for being their enemy 

In conſequence of this reſolution, having the day 
before received notice to prepare. himſelf for death, 
he was, on the 28th of October, taken out of his 
bed, in the hot fit of an ague, and carried to the 
King's-Bench bar, at Weſtminſter, where the chief- 
juſtice, Sir Henry Montague, ordered the record 
of his conviction and judgment in 1603 to be read; 
and then demanded, What he had to offer why 
execution ſhould not be awarded againſt him? To 
this Sir Walter pleaded his commiſſion for his laſt 
voyage, which implied a reſtoring life to him, by 
giving him power, as marſhal, on the PO us. | 
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of others. He then began to juſtify his conduct in 
that voyage; but the court refuſed to hear him, 
and execution was inſtantly awarded; and a war- 
rant produced for it to take place the next day; 
which had been ſigned and ſealed before-hand, that 
no delay might ariſe from the king's abſence, Who 
retired into the country the day before he was ar- 
raigned. And on the very next day, though it was 
the lord-mayor's day, being the 29th of October,. 
1618, Sir Walter was conducted from the priſon of 
the Gatehouſe (where he had been lodged over- 
night) by the ſheriffs of London and Middleſex, to 
à ſcaffold erected in Old Palace-yard, Weſtminſter. 
le had eaten his breakfaſt heartily that morn- 
mg, ſmoaked his pipe, and made no more of deatli 
than if he had been to take a joutney. He aſcended 
the ſcaffold with a chearful countenance, and ſa- 
Iuted the lords, knights, and gentlemen, there pre- 
ſent. After which, a proclamation was made for 
Hlence ; and he addreſſed himſelf to the people in 
this manner 5 0 
„ deſire to be borne withal, for this is the 
chird day of my fever; and, if I ſhall ſhew any 
weakneſs, I befcech you to attribute it to my ma- 
lady, for this is the hour in which it is wont to 
come... b 523 
Then pauſing a-while, he ſat, and directed him - 
felf towards a window, where the lords of Arundel, 
Northampton, and Doncaſter, with ſome other 
lords and knights, fat, and ſpoke as followeth : 
I thank God. of his infinite goodneſs, that 
he hath brought me to die in the light, and not in 
darkneſs.” Bur, by reaſon that the place where 
_ © the lords, &. fat, was ſome diſtance from the 
Tcaffold, that he perceived they could not well hear 
Aim, he ſaid, © 1 will ftrain my voice, for I would 
aullingly-have your honours hear me.” . 8 
33 ; | | t 
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But lord Arundel ſaid, Nay, we will ra 
come down to the ſcaffold ;”” which he and ſome 
others did. Where being come, he ſaluted them 
ſeverally, and then continued his fpeech, | 
+ As I ſaid, I thank God heartily, that he hath 
brought me into the light to die; and that he hath 
not ſuffered me to die in the dark priſon, of the 
Tower, where I have ſuffered a great deal of miſery 
and cruel ficknefs; and I thank God, that m 
fever hath not taken me at this time, as I pray 
to God it might not. There are two main points 
of ſuſpicion that his majeſty, as I hear, hath con- 
ceived againſt me, wherein his majeſty cannot be 
ſatisfied, which I defire to clear up, and to reſolve 
your lordſhips of: oF: 1 6 
„One is, That his majeſty. hath been inform- 
ed, that I have often had plots with France; and 
' his majeſty hath good reaſon to induce him there · 
unto,” One reaſon that his majeſty had to con- 
jecture ſo, was, that, when 1, came back from 
Guiana, being come to Plymouth, Le een 
to go in a bark to Rochelle; which was, for. that 
would have made my peace before I had come to 
England. C ²˙ pens fp, 
Another reaſon. was, That upon my flight, I 
did intend to fly into France, for the ſaying of 
myſelf, having had ſome terror from; above. 
A third reaſon, that his, majeſty. had irgaſon | 
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for repentance. Then what ſhall I expect, that 
am going inſtantly to render up my account? I do 

therefore call God to witneſs, as I hope to be 

. ſaved, and as I hope to fee him in his kingdom, 
Which 1 hope I ſhall within this quarter of this 
- Hour, I never had any commiſſion from the French 
. king, nor ever ſaw the French king's hand- writing 
in all my life; neither knew 1 that there was a 
French agent, nor what he was, till I met him in 
_ my gallery, at my lodging, unlocked for. If I 
ſpeak not true, O Lord, let me never enter into 
thy kingdom. e 3 

4+ The ſecond ſuſpicion was, That his Majeſty 
had been informed, that I ſhould ſpeak diſhonour- 
- ably and diſloyally of my ſovereign. But my accuſer 
was a baſe Frenchman, and a runnagate fellow; 
one that hath no dwelling ; a kind of chymical fel- 
low; one that Ik new to be perfidious : for, being 
by him drawn into the action of accufing myſelf at 
Wincheſter, in which 1 confeſs my head was 
touched, be, being ſworn to ſecrecy over- night, 
revealed it the next morning 
But this 1 ſpeak now, what have I to do with 
Kings? I have nothing to do with them, neither 
do! fear them; I have only now to do with my 
God, in whoſe preſence I ſtand ; therefore to tell 
a lie, were it to gain the King's favour, were vain. 
Therefore, as IL hope to be ſaved at the laſt judg- 
ment day, I neter ſpoke difloyally, or diſhoneſtiy, 
of his majeſty in all my life; and therefore I 5 
not but think it ſtrange that that Frenchman,” be- 
ing ſo baſe and mean « fellow, ſhould be ſo far cre- 


.-- dited as he hath been. I have dealt truly, as 1 


hope to be ſaved ;' arid I hope 1 ſhall be believed. 
_ Veonfeſs I did attempt to eſcape; I canndt excuſe 

it, but ie was only to fave my life. And 1 do like- 
Wie confeſs, chat I did feign myſelf to be in- 
. | diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed and fick at Saliſbury ;' but I hope it was 
no fin, for the prophet David did make'himfelf a 
fool, and ſuffered ſpittie to fall down upon his 
beard, to eſcape from the hands of his enemies, 
and it was not imputed unto him: ſo, what T did, 
] intended no ill, but to gain and prolong time 
until his majeſty came, hoping for ſome commiſe- 
ration from him. But I forgive this Frenchman; . 
and Sir Lewis Stewkeley, with all my heart; for 
I have received the ſacrament this morning of Mr. 
dean of Weſtminſter; and I have forgiven all men; 
but, that they are perfidious, I am bound in cha: 
rity to ſpeak, that all men may take heed of them. 
„Sir Lewis Stewkeley, my keeper arid kinſ- 
man, hath affirmed, that I ſhould tell him, that my 
lord Carew, and my lord of Poncaſter here, did 
adviſe me to eſcape; but [ proteſt, before God, I 
never told him any ſuch thing; neither did the 
lords adviſe me to any ſuchi matter; neither is it 


likely that I ſhould tell bim ariy ſuch thing of two 


tivy-counſellors; neither had I any reaſon to tell 
him, or he to report it; for it is well known, he 
leſt me fix, ſeven, eight, nine, and ten days toge- 
ther alone, to go whither- I liſted,” whilſt he rode 
bimſelf about the county. 

He farther accuſed me, that ſhould ſhew bit 
a letter, whereby I did fignify unto him, that 1 
would give him ten thouſand pounds for my'eſcape; 
but God eaſt my ſoul into everlaſting'fire, if I made 
any ſuch proffer of ten thouſand pounds, or one 
thouſand; but, indeed, I ſhewed him à letter, 
that, if he would go with me, there ſhould be 
order taken for his 'debts when he was gone; nei 
ther had ten thouſand" pounds to giye him; for, 
if 1 had had ſo much, I could have made, my peace | 
with it better another way, than in giving it to 
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* Farther, when I came to Sir Edward Pelhan?'s 
houſe, who had been a follower.of mine, and who 
gave me good entertainment, he gave out, that [ 

d received ſame. dram of poiſon; when I an- 
ſwered him, I feared no ſuch thing, for I was well 
aſſured of them in the houſe, and therefore wiſhed 
him to have no ſuch thought. Now God * 
him, for I do; and I deſire Bod to forgive hi 
will not ſay, God i is a God of revenge; but bh 
fire God to. forgive Ws as I do defue to be for · 
given of God. 

Then looking over his nate of remembrance, 
„Wen,“ ſaid be, “ thus far have I gone; a little 
more, a little More, ad 1 will Rare done by and 


11 It was told the king that I was brought per 
force into England, and that I did not igtend to 
come. again; bift Sir Charles Parker, Mr. T zeſham, 
Mr. Leake, aud. divers, know how I was dealt 
withal by the common ſoldiers, which were one 

ungred and fifty in number, who mutinied, and 

pt me to come into the ſhip to them, for unto 
ms they, a nat come ; and there 4 was forced 

0 1 san oath, chat T would not go into England 
till that they 1 have me ;-otberwiſe they would 
e caſt; me into the ſea; and.therewithal they 
roye me * my cabin, and nt all theiy forces 


e afier I hat taken IN ide 
98 955 „uch 281 hag about: me, I drew 


29% % omg _ perſyaded them to go into Ire- 
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ſome of the chlefeſt to; deſiſt from their puxpaſcs ; | 
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of Ireland, promiſing them to get their par- 


dons, and was fomed.-to give them one hundred. 
and twenty-five pounds at Kinſale, to bring them 


home, otherwiſe. I had never got from them. 
I hear likewiſethere was a report that I meant 


not to go to Guiana at all, and that I knew not of 


any mine, nor intended any ſuch thing or matter, 
but only to get my e e 1 had not the 
wit to keep. 

«© But | proteſt it was my fall. intent, and for 
gold; for gold, for the benefit of his majeſty and 
myſelf, and of thoſe that ventured and went with 
me, with the reſt of my countrymen; but he that 
knew the head of the mine would not diſcover it, 
when he ſaw my fon was ſlain, but made away 
with himſelf.“ ö 

- Then turning to the earl of Arundel, he ſaid, 
«© My. lord, being in the gallery of my. ſhip, at 
my departure, I remember your honour took me 
by the hand, and ſaid, Lou would requeſt one 


thing of me; which was, That, whether I made 


a good voyage or a bad, I ſhould not fail but to 
return again into England ; which I then promiſed 


you, and gave you 10 faith 1 would; and: ſo I 


have.” To which my lord anſwered, 1 is true, 


do very well remember it; : they were he very laſt. 


words I ſpake unto you. 


Another ſlander was. raiſed of * That I 


would: have gone away from them, and leſt them 
at Guiana. But there was à great many worthy 


men that nocompanied, me always; as my ſerjeant- 


major, George Raleigh, and divers others, which 
knew my intent was nothing ſo. 


Another opinion was held of me, that 1 cars 


ried with me to ſea fixteen thouſand pieces, and 


that was all the voyage I intended, only to get 


money into my hands, 5 I ſhall anſwer it before 
Vo. III. NT | God, 


— 
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God, I had not in all the world in my hands, or 
others to my uſe, either directly, or indirectly, 
above a hundred pounds; whereof, when I went, 
I gave my wife twenty-five pounds; but the error 
thereof came, as I perceived, by looking over the 
ſerivener's books, where they found the bills of 
adventure ariſing to a great ſum, ſo raiſed that falſe 
report. - : A 4 
I will only borrow a little time of Mr. ſheriff 
to ſpeak of one thing, that doth make my heart to 
bleed to hear that ſuch an imputation ' ſhould be 
laid upon me; for it is faid, that I ſhould be a 
perſecutor of the death of the earl of Eſſex; and, 
+ that | flood in a window over-againſt him, when 
he ſuffered, and puffed out tobacco in diſdain of 
him. God 1 take to witneſs, I ſhed tears for him 
when lie died; and, as I hope to look God in the 
face hereafter, 'my lord of Eſſex did not ſee my face 
when he'ſuffered, for I was afar off in-the Armory, 
where I ſaw him, but he ſaw not me. 

«© ] confeſs indeed I was of a contrary faction; 
but I knew'my lord of Eſſex was a noble gentle- 
man, and that it would be worſe with me when he 
was gone, for 1 got the hate of thoſe which wiſhed 
me well before, and thoſe that ſet me againſt him 
afterwards fer themſelves againſt me, and were my 

- greateſt enemies; and my ſoul hath many times 
been grieved that 1 was not nearer him when he 

died; becauſe, as I underſtood afterwards, he aſked 
for me at his death, to have been reconciled unto 
me. And theſe be the material points 1 thought 
good to Tpeak of; and l am now, at this inſtant, 
to render up an acconnt to God; and I proteſt, as 
I ſhall appear before him, this that J have ſpoken 
is true; and I hope I ſhall be believed.“ 

Our illoſtrious patriot concluded with defiring 
th e aſtoniſhed ſpectators to join with him in prayer 
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to God; 4% whom,” ſaid he, © I have moſt griev- 
ouſly offended, being a man full of vanity, who 
— 1 lived a ſinful lie, in ſuch callings as have been 
moſt inducing to it. For I have been a ſoldier, a 
ſailor, and a courtier ; which are all courles of 
wickedneſs and vice. 

Then proclamation being * . that all men 
ſhould depart the ſcaffold, he prepared himſelf for 
death; giving away his hat, his cap, and ſome 
money, to ſuch as he knew, who ſtood near him. 
He next took leave of the lords, knights, gentle- 
men, and others of his acquaintance; and, amongſt 
the reſt, lord Arundel, whom he thanked for his 
company, and entreated him to defire the king 
that no ſcandalous writing to defame him, might 
be publiſhed after his death; adding, have a 
long 1 journey to go, and therefore 1 will take my 
leave.“ 

Then putting off his doublet and gown, he de- 
fired the executioner to ſhew him the axe; which 
not being done teadily, he ſaid, I prithee let 
me ſee it. Doſt thou think that I am afraid of it? 
So it being given unto him, he felt along upon the 
edge of it; and, fmiling, ſpake unto Mr. ſheriff, 
laying, * This is a ſharp medicine, but it is a 
phyſician that will cure all diſeaſes.” | After which, 
going to and fro upon the ſcaffold;on every fide, he 
entreated the company, to pray to God to give him 
ſtrength. - 

The executioner kneeling down, aſked him for- 
giveneſs;; and he, lying luis hand upon his thoul- 
der, forgaye him. 

Then being aſked which. way he would lay 
himſelf on the block, he replied, “ So the heart 
be right, it is no matter which way the head 
lieth.” After this, laying bis head on tlie block, 
on a Hg given 8 dir Walter, the exe - 


cCutioner 
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cutioner beheaded him at two blows, his body 
never ſhrinking nor moving. His head was ſhewn 
on each fide of the ſcaffold; and then put into a 
red leather bag, and his. velvet night-gown being 
thrown over it, it was afterwards conveyed ny | 
in a mournipg-coach of his lady's. 
His body was interred in the chancel of St, 
Margaret's church, Weſtminſter; but his head was 
preſerved" in a caſe by his widow,” who Norfeved 
him twenty-nine years. | 
Thus fell the brave Sir Walter Raleigh, in the 
 fixty-fixth year of his age, a facrifice to a con- 
temptible adminiftration, and the reſentment of a 
mean prince; a man of an extenſive genius, capa- 
ble of vaſt enterpriſes, and from his earlieſt appear- 


ance in public life, to the laſt ſtage of it, a firm 


and a&tve patriot. His character was a combina- 
tion of almoſt every eminent quality: he was the 
ſoldier, ſtateſman, and ſcholar, united; and, had 
he lived with the heroes of antiquity, he would 
bave made a juſt parallel to Cæſar and Xenophon, 
like them being maſter of the ſword and the pen. 
So that he was enabled, as a poet beautifully ex- 
ſes it, to enrich the world with his priſon- hours. 
Sir Walter Raleigh is confidered in a reſpectable 
light as an hiſtorian; his Hiſtory of the World be- 
ing to thus day held in the higheſt repute by the 
ableſt critics. It was firſt publiſhed in 1614, in 
folio, and a ſecond edition was printed in 1617 ; 
which circumſtance alone is ſufficient to refute the 
idle ſtory of his having written a ſecond part, which 
he threw into the fire upon the bookſeller's telling 
him that the hiſtory; now extant; had fold ſo 
ſlowly, that ät had undone him. The true reaion 
why the ſecond and third parts, which he mentions 
himſelf, as intended to be compoſed, were not exe- 


cuted, band his want of ace wh after he ungertook 
his 
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his great political and commercial enterpriſes. The 
beſt edition of this capital work of our author is 
that publiſhed by Mr. Oldys in 1736, in two vo- 
lames, fohoz- , F 
Sir Walter wrote ſeveral miſcellaneous pieces in 
proſe, chiefly political, and ſome 2 Theſe 
were originally printed in different forms, but they 
were collated and publiſhed in two volumes, 8vo. 
Lerne PRs calls ent 
Notwithſtanding it was generally acknowledged 
in the reign of Charles 1. that Sir Walter Raleigh's 
death was an act of cruel, unjuſt policy in James J. 
yet his ſecond and only ſurviving fon, Chrew Ra- 
leigh, was very ill uſed by Charles, who obliged 
him to confirm the title of his father's valuable 
eſtate at Sherborne to Sir John Digby, his fayour- 
ite, whom he created earl of Briſtol, and to whom 
this eſtate had been given by James I. at the re- 
queſt of Charles, when prince of Wales; after the 
diſgrace of Car, earl of Somerſet. And on no other 
condition would this pious and juſt prince, as he 
is ſtyled by ſome hiſtorians, reſtore Mr. Raleigh in 
blood, alleging, that he had promiſed the manor of 
Sherborne to Digby, when he was prince of Wales, 
and, now he was king, he was bound to confirm it. 
That this was a manifeſt jnjuſtice is evident; 
for Charles was fully convinced, that Sir Walter 
Raleigh had not been guilty of high treaſon, but 
was put to death on a falſe accuſation ; and there- 
fore his eſtates could not in honour and equity be 
confidered.as forfeited to the crown. We may, 
therefore, place this diſpoſal. of Mr. Carew Ra- 
leigh's eſtate at Sherborne, the foremoſt in the cata- 
logue of arbitrary acts of violence and wrong, com- 
mitted by that obſtinate and miſguided monarch. 


W 1. Authorities. Oldys's Life of Sir Walter | 


Raleigh. Fuller's Worthites of Devon: Dr. Birch's 
| BS”; Life 
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Life of Sir Walter, prefixed to his Miſcellaneous 
Works, already mentioned, in two volumes 8vo, 
Lond. 1748. Campbell's Lives of the Admirals. 
Mortimer's Hiſtory of England, vol. II. 


The LIE of 
FRANCIS BACON, 


Viſcount St. Al BAd's, Baron of VE&ULAM, and 


Lord High Chancellor of ExGt as. 
(A. D. 1561, to 1626.) 
E. AN Is BACON, G of the greateſt 


men this or any other country ever pro- 
duced, whoſe extenſive abilities and amiable cha- 
rafter rendered him moſt worthy of the admiration 
of his contetnporaries, and whoſe immortal works 
are a moſt valuable legacy to his country, Was the 
_ youngeſt ſon of Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord: keeper 
of the great ſeal in the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
and of whom the reader will find ſome memoirs in- 
cluded in the Life of Cecil, lord Burleigh, Vol. II. 
He was born at York-houſe, in the Strand, on 
the 22d of January, 1561; and his extraordinary 
genius manifeſted itſelf ſo early, that queen Eliza- 
_ beth herſelf, while he was but a boy, took a par- 
ticular delight in trying him with queſtions ; and 

| 70 received 
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received ſo much ſatisfaction from the good ſenſe 
and manlineſs of his anſwers, that ſhe was wont 
to call him, in mirth, “her young lord keeper.,” 
Among other ſmart replies, her majeſty having one 
day aſked him, how old he was, he anfwered rea- 
dily, ** Juſt two years younger than your ma- 
jeſty's happy reign.” | . 
His proficiency in learning was ſo rapid, that, 
in the twelfth year of his age, he was entered a 
ſtudent of Trinity-college Catnbridge; and went 
through all his courſes there by the time he was 
ſixteen ; when his father ſent him to Paris, and re- 
commended him to Sir Amias Pawlet, then the 
queen's ambaſſador in France; whote eitcem aud 
confidence he ſo entirely gained, that he was ſoon 
after entruſted by him with a ſecret com miſſion to 
the queen, which he executed to the great ſatis fac- 
tion of her majeſty: and the ambaſſador, and then 
returned to France to finath his travels. 0 
Whilſt abroad he did not ſpend his time, as our 
young gentlemen uſually do, in learning the vices, 
fopperies, and follies of foreigners, but in ftudying 
their conſtitution, of government; their manners and 
cuſtoms, and the characters and views of their 
princes and miniſters; and, in the nineteenth year 
of his age, he wrote a paper of obiervations on the 
then general ſtate of Europe, which is ſtill extant 
neg. 2 EET re 
During his reſidence. in France, his father died 
ſuddenly, without making that ſeparate proviſion 
for him which he had intended, This obliged young 
Bacon to return inſtantly to his native country, in 
order to embrace ſome genteel' profeſſion. for his 
ſupport. With his father's reputation and ſucceſs in 


view, it is no wonder he fixed on that of the law. 


We therefore find, that he entered himſelf of Gray's» 
Inn, and ſoon became fo eminent in that prafeſſion, 
| ”” 04 that, 


* 
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that, at the age of twenty-eight, he was appointed 
by queen Elizabeth her learned counſel extraor- 
dinary. Ch Bing ELITE 2 +7 "IRE 
The lord-treafurer Burleigh having married our 
young gentleman's aunt, he frequently applied to 
him for ſome pott of honour and emolument under 
the goveinment, with a view, as he declares, to 
-procure thie greater aſſiſtance to his capacity and 
iniduſtry in perfecting his philoſophical deſigns.“ 
But Bürleigh never got any thing for him, except 
the reverfion of the office of regiſter to the Star- 
chamber, then reckoned worth one thouſand fix 
hundred pounds a year, which did not fall to him 
till near twenty years afterwards; and, as he pro- 
bably thought himfelf neglected by his uncle, he 
attached himſelf ſtrongly to the earl of Eſſex; 
" -whicli made his coufin, Sir Robert Cecil, his 
- avowed enemy; for, when the earl, a little before 
his fall, warmly ſolicited his being made ſolicitor- 
general, it was oppoſed by. his coufin, Sir Robert, 
who repreſented him to the queen as a man of 
mere ſpeculation, and more likely to diſtract her 
affairs than to ferve her uſefully and with judg- 
ment. Indeed, all the intereſt of Eflex, purſued with 
the warmeſt ardour of friendſhip, was not ſuffici- 
ent to procure for Bacon the office of attorney, or 
even of ſohcitor-general, when theſe places hap- 
| pened to be vacant ; ſo ſtrenuoufly was his ad- 
| vahcement at court oppoſed by Sir Robert Cecil, 
|  , whoſe converſation with the earl of Eſſex, upon 
| this fubject, is preſerved by Dr. Birch in his Me- 
moirs of the Reign of Elizabeth. 1 
| His anxiety, on account of his ſcanty circum- 
ſtances, being increaſed by this failure of his ex- 
| pectation of preferment, had a very bad effect upon 
is conſtitution, which was not naturally robuſt, 


and had been greatly impaired by his cloſe applica- 
5 ; 1 tion 
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non to his ſtudies by night. His diſappointment, it 


is ſaid, affected his health and ſpirits ſo much, that 


he had once reſolved to hide his grief and reſent- 
ment in ſome foreign country; but, fortunately for 
his own, the remonſtrances of his friends prevailed 


againſt this fatal determination. However, for 


ſome time after, he laid afide all thoughts of pub- 


lic life, and applied himſelf to works of literature 


r ant 
As for the earl of Eſſex, his unſucceſsful patron, 
he generouſly made Mr. Bacon a prefent of Twick- 


enham-park and gardens, which by the earl's in- 


dulgence he had often before made uſe of as a 
beloved retreat, calculated for ſtudy, and the reſto- 
ration of his health.  _ -. n | 


But the friendſhip between theſe great men, at 


length, degenerated into cool ciytlity ; and it pro- 
bably aroſe from pride and reſentment on both ſides. 
Bacon undertook to give advice to a“ vain, ambiĩ - 
tious, impetuous nobleman ; and when he ſaw, that, 
had it been followed, it would have greatly bene - 
fited the earl, he reſented the neglect of it; while, 
on the other band, Eſſex grew ſour and reſerved to 
the friend, who fatigued him with remonſtrances 
againſt his bad conduct. At length, when Eſſex 
was brought. to his trial for high treaſon, Bacon, 
rather than reſign, an empty honour,” officially ap- 
peared and pleaded againſt him, in his quality of 
counſel extraordinary to the queen. This conduct 
has ſubjected him to the ſevereſt cenfures, and can 
only be palliated by admitting, that he was obliged 
to act againſt him officially, or to loſe fight of all 
future hopes of preferment, by incurring the queen's 
diſpleaſure. 1 Rldt g 4 

But there is a charge againſt him of a deeper 


dye, which will not fo readily admit of any juſti- 


fable excuſe, "And, indeed, it is here neceſſaty to 
menen B ul eie; put 
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put in a caveat againſt any miſconception that may 
ariſe in the reader's mind, from the exalted cha- 
racter generally given of this rare and fingular 
2 whom Pope, with ſome truth, but per- 
haps too ſevere a ſatire, ſtyles | 


—The wien! brighteſt ! meaneſt of tnankind.— 


It is as a private man, as a philoſopher, and as 
a moſt excellent author, that we deem him a bright 
ornament to his country; not as à courtier, for 
in that light his conduct was as culpable as that of 
the preſent race of intriguers. And this will ap- 
' pear from the following anecdote. 

After the death of Eſſex, the reflections of the 
people on the prevailing party at court, and even 


on the queen herſelf, were ſo ſevere and fo general, 


that the adminiftration thought it neceſſary to vin- 
dicate their conduct in an appeal to the public. 
is odious talk was artfully aſſigned to Bacon, 

to divert the national reſentment from themſelves, 
| to a man who could ſo far proftitute his great abi- 
ties, as to employ his pen in the ſervice of the 
miniſtry, to blaſt the character and deſtroy the 
— fame of his benefactor, who, with all his 
ults, was the darling of the people. The time- 

_ ferving pamphlet was called A Declaration of the 
Treaſon of Robert carl of Eſſex; but, in fact, it 
was a declaration that Francis Bacon wanted 
to be advanced at court on any terms.“ Bud here 
again he was diſappointed of his reward; and be- 
Ing unable to endure the lofs of the public eſteem, 

he was under the neceſſity to write x-counter-piece, 
öntituled, I he Apology of Francis Bacon, in cer- 

tain Imputations concerning the Earl of Fſſex; 
and this, be ing conſidered by the court as a kind of 
recantation, did him no ſervice in the opinion _ 
| 1 5 $ 
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his ſovereign ; ſo. that he remained unprovided for, 
and did not recover any ſhare of the eſteem of his. 
fellow - ſubjects till the tuceceding reign, | 

He took care, however, privately to ingratitte 
himſelf with the Scotch party, and by their means: 
to get his tenders of loyalty and zeal conveyed to 
king James, who was hardly ſeated on the throne 
when he conferred on him the honour of knight- 
hood. 

Sir Francis Bacon now gained à firm footing at 
court, and his next ftep was to recover his popula- 
rity, for which purpoſe he prudently embraced a 
moſt fayourable opportunity. _ 

In the preceding reign the country-people: had 
been greatly oppreſſed by the royal purveyors, and 
had complained of their exactions as an ihtolerable 
grievance. The affair had been laid before the 
queen, and ſome meafurcs had been taken wich a 
view of redrefling it; but they had proved ineffec- 
tual. The houle of commons, therefore, took 
this buſineſs in hand, in the firſt ſeſhon of the firſt 
parliament, in the reign of James I. And, having 
agreed -to make a ſolemn repreſentation of this. 
grievance and its pernicious conſequenees to the 
. throne, they made choice of Sir Francis Bacon, 
as the propereſt perſon to explain to his majeſty 
the ſenſe of the houſe upon this weighty matter. 
This truſt he difcharged intirely to the farisfaftion: 
of both prince and people, aud thus he was ra- 
ſtored to the public favour. ' The thanks of the- 
houſe of commons were likewiſe voted to him on 
this occafion ; but ſtill Sir Robert Cecil oppoſed? 
his advancement : and he was ſupported by Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, atrorney- general, who dreadcd' the: 
full difplay of Bacon's abilities in the law, and in 
ate affairs. This accounts for his not obtaining. 
the promotion he had fo long expected dll 100%, 
when he was OY W LS: 
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Sir Francis Bacon, from the date of his enter- 
ing upon this office, may be conſidered as a pro- 
tetied courtier, and as a ſervant ftrongly attached 
to his maſter, whoſe views he conſtantly promoted, 
- contrary to his better judgment, and to that ſpirit 
of true patriotiſm, which his country had a right 
to ſee exerted, by a man of his talents, in the cauſe 
⁵⁵ 2 21 nf dn bannctn nd art rt 
The king having nothing ſo much at heart az 
the union of the two kingdoms: of England and 
Scotland, upon a plan highly detrimental to the 
former, it is an indelible reproach to Sir Francis 
Bacon, that he ſtrained every nerve, exhauſting all 
the powers of argument and eloquence in the houſe 
of commons, to carry this point, in which however 


de failed; the houſe being already too well con- 


vineed of the king's defign to govern arbitrarily, 
by means of a junto of Scotch favourites. 
Sir Francis, thus checked once more in his am- 
- bitious career, gave more application to the buſineſs 
of his profeſſion. He appeared often in Weſtmin- 
„ ſter-hall; and his reputation as a lawyer was ſo 
great, that he was engaged in moſt of the capital 
cauſes, and had very extenſive practice. 
It is likewiſe obſervable, that when he had not 
his advancement at court immediately in view, he 
undertocł the management of affairs in which the 
people were intereſted; and ſerved them with zeal 
And ability. Thus, being employed by the houſe 
of commons as their chief manager, at a conference 
held with the lords, in order to perſuade the upper 


"= +houle to concur in an application to the throne, 


for aboliſhing the ancient tenures under the crown, 
and for allowing a certain revenue in lieu thereof, 
Sir Francis, in his ſpeech, ſet the matter in ſo 
clear à light, that it occaſioned the diſſolution of 
be court of wards, which was juſtly eſteemed an 
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important point carried i in favour of the liberties 1 
the people. 

In 1611; Sir Fd Baca was appointed 2 
judge of tlie Marſhaltea-court; in conjunction with 
Sir Thoinas Vaſavor; and in 1613, upon the pro- 
motion of Sir Henry Hobart to be chief; juſtice of 
the Common: pleas, Sir Francis Bacon veceeded 
him in the office of attorney - general. 


In the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament, an objeAioni | 


was ftarted againſt his retaining his- ſeat in the 
houſe of commons, it being deemed incompatible 
with the office of attorney-general, whoſe functions 
required his frequent attendance in the upper houſe; 
but ſo great was the regard 'thewn by the members 
.of the houſe of commons to Sir Francis, chat che 
objection was over- ruled. 


To his great honour, Shike he held this * 


he exerted all his efforts to ſuppreſs the vile cuſtom 
of duelling. And, upon an information exhibited 
in the ſtar-chamber againſt Prieſt and Wright, he 
delivered ſo excellent-a charge to the court againſt 
duels, that the lords of the council, contrary to 
their uſual practice, ordered it to- be printed and 
publiſhed, : with the decree of the court on the 
cauſe, 

Sir Francis Bacon' s private affairs appear now to 
have been in a more proſperous fituation than at 


any future period of his life. For the office of 


attorney general brought him in Cool. per annum; 


and that of regiſter to the ſtar- chamber, which had 


fallen to him, was worth 1600. to which we muſt 


add the rents of his family eſtates, Which by the 


death of his elder brother came into his poſſeſſion. 

The death of Sir Robert Cecil, and the diſgrace 
of Robert Car, earl of Somerſet, Slit removed 
all obſtacles:to his attainment of his utmoſt wiſhes 
a a courtier. And the * with which he pros 


- 
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ſecuted Somerſet, joined to the neceſſity of having 


ſuch an able adviſer, recommended him to the new 
favourite, Sir George Villiers, afterwards duke of 
Buckingham. It appears, that, in cultivating a 
rid friendſhip with the duke, he had the ſervice 
of his country at heart, for he reproved him upon 
occaſion, when he thought his conduct was 
wrong; and the letter of advice, ſtill extant in his 
works, to this miniſter, on the duties of his high 
ſtation, is à ſtrong proof of our former obſervation, 
that he had the intereſt of his country 'at heart, 
though he occaſionally ſacrificed it to the private 
views of his prince, or to his own ambition. 

In 1617, the lord-chancelior Egerton, who had 
often petitioned the king for leave to refign, on ac- 
count of his great age and infirmities, at laſt ob- 
tained that favour. He had fat in the court of 
_ Chancery twenty-one years, and was reputed to be 
an able lawyer; but, in his official capacity, he 
had the character of being an abject tool of ad- 
miniſtration. Sir Francis Bacon conſtantly had 
the feats in view, though he had a powerful rival 
to encounter in Sir Edward Coke; but he took 
care ſo artfully to infinuate his own ductility, and 
influence in the houſe of commons, at the ſame 
time depreciating the character of Sir Edward, who 
upon more occafions than one had lately ſhewn 
hirmſelf intractable, and defirous rather to defend 
the rights of the people than the idle prerogatives 
df the crown, that the ſeals were given to him, 
with the title of 'lord-keeper; Sir Edward Coke 


continued chief-juſtice of the King's-bench, to 


which he had been promoted the year before; 
but he oſt the ſeals, becauſe he had been remiſs 
in ſome ſevere proſecutions that he had been or- 
dered to carty on, at the ſuit of the crown, againſt 
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I The following year, the new miniſter, Bucking- 
ham, finding Bacon to be a man of his own heart, 
obtained for him the dignity of lord-high- chanoel- 
lor; and a peerage, by the title of baron of Veru- 
lam, by which title he is chiefly diſtinguiſſied in 
the learned world; for which reaſon we prefer it 
to the more honourable one of viſcount St. Al- 

ban's, to which he was advanced in 1620. 
Within a few days after the ſeals had been given 
to Sir Francis Bacon, the king fet out for Scot- 
land; and the lord-keeper, being at the head of 
the council, in virtue of his office, had the chief 
management of public affairs. This happened at 
a very critical juncture, when the propofition for 
a treaty of marriage between Charles prince of 
Wales, and an Infanta of Spain, was brought upon 
the carpet. Bacon, who foreſaw the difficulties 
and inconveniencies that would attend this meaſure, 
ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt it to the king, and to 
Buckingham ; but James, who was remarkable for 
his pride and obſtinacy, perſiſted in this deſign 
againſt all advice and every principle of ſound po- 
licy for, ſeven years, till the match was abruptly 
broken off in Spain by the prince of Wales and 
the duke of Buckingham. 

Before his majeſty returned, another affair hap- 
pened, which, though of a private nature, greatly 
diſturbed the lord-keeper. Winwood, one of the 
ſecretaries of ſtate, having the intereſt of Sir Edward 
Coke at heart, and wiſhing to bring him into fa- 
vour with the miniſter, in 6ppofition to Bacon, 
prevailed with Sir Edward to give his daughter in 
marriage to Sir John Vilhers, Buckingham's bro- 
ther, though he had before rejected the alliance 
with marks of difreſpet. Sir Francis Bacon, ap- 
prehenfive that all his great deſigns, which he me- 

ditated for the good of his country, would be 


thwarted, 
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_ thwarted, and his influence conſiderably leſſened, 
i Coke was brought into the council, took every 
-poſhble-meafure to prevent the match. He wrote 
to the king, and to the miniſter, againſt it, and 
was fo warm upon the occaſion, that he incurred 
the diſpleaſure of both; but eſpecially the latter, 
Who conſidered it as a very advantageous offer for 
his brother, the lady being poſſeſſed of a very 
large fortune. But their reſentment appears to 
have been but of ſhort continuance, for it was not 
long after this event that Bacon was created a 
peer of the rann Mages 
But though ambition had a great ſhare in the 
character of lord Verulam, it appears evidently, 
that philoſophy was his ruling paſſion; for, amidit 
all the variety and intrieacy of the buſineſs in which 
he was neceſſarily involved as a lawyer aud a ſtateſ- 
man, he found time to compoſe and to publiſh, in 
620, tho beſt-finiſhed and moſt important, though 
the leaſt read, of all his philoſophical tracts, tlie 
Neuum Irganum Scientiarum. This piece is pro- 
perly a ſecond part of his grand Iſtau ation of the 
Geiences, calculated to promote a more perfect me- 
thod of exerctfing our rational ſaculties, than that 
before taught in the ſchogls, by exerciſing the hu- 
man mind in contemplations on the works of na- 
ture and art, and employing it on noblet ſubjects 
than abſtruſe ſcholaſtic ſpeculations, which ſerve 
only to involve learned men in frivolous contro- 
verſies and idle diſputationss. 
Lord Verulam ſent a copy of this new work to 
the king; and three copies to Sir Henry Wotton, 
_ gentleman of the firſt reputation at that time in 
the learned world; and, as the letters written to the 
author by the king and by dit Henry upon this oc- 
caſion ſhew the great eſtimation in which the 
work was then held, it is highly proper to inſert 


em, 
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diem, with u view of engaging ſtudents iti philoſs + = 


phy to pay more regard to this work than it 
generally meets with in the preſent dax. 


The King, to the Lord Chancellor. 

My very good Lora 
1 have received your letter, and your book, 
than the which you  cauld not have ſent a. more 
acceptable preſent unto me. How thankful I am 
for it cannot better be expreſſed by me, than by 
a firm reſolution I have taken; firſt, to read it 
through, with care and attention, though I hay 
ſteal ſome hours from my ſleep, having otherwil 
as little ſpare time to read it, as you had to write 
it; and then to uſe. the liberty of a true friend, in 
not ſparing to aſk you the queſtion in any point 
whereof 1 ſhall ſtand in doubt: as, on the other 
part, I will willipgly give a due commendation to 
ſuch places as in my opinion ſhall deſerve it. In 
the mean time, I can with comfort aſſure you, that 
8 could not have made choice of a ſubject more 

efitting your place, and, your univerſal and me- 
thodical knowledge : and, in the general, I haye 
already obſerved, that you jump with me, in keep- 
ing the mid-way between the two extremes; as 
alſo, in ſome particulars, 1 have found that you 
agree fully with my opinion. And ſopraying God 
to l work as good ſucceſs as your heart 


can wiſh, and your labours deſerve, 1 bid you 
farewell. 7 1 ö 
OR. 16, 1620. JAMES R. 


Sir Henry Wotton to the Lord Chancellor. 1 
* Your 4ordihip hath done a great and ever- 
ring benefit to all the children of Nature, Wee ; 
CIR | Nature 


— 
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Nature herſelf in her utmoſt extent of latitude; 
who never before had ſo noble, nor ſo true an 
interpreter, or (as I am readier to ſtyle your lord- 
ſhip) never ſo inward a ſecretary of her cabinet, 
But of your work, which came but this week to 
my hands, I ſhall find occaſion to ſpeak more here- 
after; having yet read only the firſt book thereof, 
and a few aphoriſms of the ſecond. For it is not 
a banquet that men may ſuperficially taſte, and put 
up the reſt in their pockets; but, in truth, a ſolid 
feaſt, which requireth due maſtication, There- 
fore, when I have once, myſelf, peruſed the whole, 
I determine to have it read, piece by piece, at cer- 
main hours, in my domeſtic college, as an ancient 
author: for I have learned thus much by it already, 
that we are extremely miſtaken in the computation 
of antiquity, by ſearching it backwards; Perauſe 
indeed, the firſt times were the youngeſt ; eſpecially 
in points of natural difcovery and experience.” 


Lord Verulam had now attained the full gratifi- 
cation of his wiſhes. He had triumphed over his 
* competitors at court, and was the ſubje& of general 

admiration in the learned world: but, alas | how 
ſhort-lived do we often find human greatneſs! The 
very next year, king James was forced to call a 
parliament ; and, as the nation was highly diſſa- 
tisfied with the conduct both of Buckingham and 
the chancellor, the houſe of commons ſet on foot 
2 a ftri& ſcrutiny into their conduct. The king 
wanted money ſo much, that he could not diſſolve 
them; but, to divert them from the proſecution of 
bis favourite, Buckingham, the monopolies and 
illegal patents were all cancelled and recalled by 
proclamation ; and the court ſecretly contenanced 
the proſecution of the chancellor; in conſequence 
of which, he was impeached by the houſe of com- 


mons 
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mons of corrupt 22 in cauſes depending be- 


- 


fore him, as chief judge in equity; ſo entirely had 
he loſt that great character, which, but ſeven years 
before, he had among the commons, when he was 
attorney-general. e 155 N 
As the court thought that his condemnation and 
puniſhment would ſatisfy the commons, and divert 
them entirely from the proſecution of Buckingham; 
but were at the ſame time afraid that, if he ap- 
peared aud ſtood upon his defence, his eloquenee, 
and what he had to offer againſt the charge, might 
procure an acquittal ; yy commanded him not to 
appear in perſon, but to ſend a confeſſion of all be 
was accuſed of to the houſe in writing; which ar- 
bitrary command he was ſo faint-hearted as to com- 
ply: with, truſting to the king's promiſe, that he 
ſhould have a pardon, and a remiſſion of his fine, 
together with a penſion during life. Upon his own 
confeſſion, he was ſentenced to pay a fine of forty 
thouſand pounds; to be impriſoned in the Tower 
during the king's pleaſure ; to be for ever incapable 
of any office, place, or employment, in the com- 


monwealth; and never to fit again in parliament, ' 


or come within the verge of the court. 
Thus this great man was made the ſcape-goat, 
as it often happens, for a higher criminal; and, 
though he had certainly gat a great deal of money 
by his employments and by his profeſſion, for he 
was in almoſt every great cauſe that happened whilſt 
he was at the bar, yet he had purchaſed but a very 
tmall eftate of about fix hundred pounds a year; 
and was ſo far from having any ready-money, that 
he was conſiderably in debt, occaſioned by his in- 
dulgence to his ſervants, and by his being cheated 
-and' defrauded by them. Nay, his condemnation 
was chiefly owing to their exactions. and the bribes 
they had taken whilſt he was chancellor; though it 
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is plain he was not influenced by them in his de- 
crees, as not one of them was reverſed: And, at 
laſt,” he became ſenſible of his error with reſpect to 
ts ſervants ; for, during his proſecution, as he was 
paſſing through a room where they were fitting, 
upon fight of him they all ſtood up; on which be 
id, Sit down, my maſters; your riſe hath been 
my fall.” 1 7881 *¹ 5 4 Ait ty; 
The king ſoon” releaſed him from the Tower, 
Made a grant of his fine to ſome truſtees for his 
benefit, and ſettled upon him a penſion of one 
thouſand eight hundred pounds a year, out of the 
broad-ſeal and alienation- offices. But, as he ap- 
plied moſt of his income to the payment of the 
_ *debts' he had cöntracted when in office, theſe 
*draw-backs,' together with Wis expences in pro- 
-cyring materials and making experiments in natural 
philoſophy, reduced him to neceffitous circum- 
NKances, and forced him to make ſuch applications 
to king James, as prove his great addreſs and per- 
ect knowledge of that prince's diſpoſition. The 
king, Hkewiſe, in a very ſhort time, granted him 
full and entire pardon of his whole ſentence; 
but he did not live long to enjoy theſe favours; 
for, as he was making ſome experiments near 
«Highgate, he was ſuddenly taken ill; and, being 
Carried to the earl of Arundel's houſe there, he ex- 
pired, after à week's illneſs, on the qth of April, 
1626, without any iſſue by his wife, who was a 
daughter of alderman Barnham, of London, whom 
be married when about the age of forty, and with 
whom he received a plentiful fortune. This lady 
ſurvived him upwards of twenty years. 
He owed his death at laſt to an exceſs, not un- 
becoming à philoſopher, in purſuing, with more 
Application than his ſtrength could bear, certain 
experiments concerning the conſervation of 4 75 
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His remains were buried privately in St. Michael's 
church, near St. Alban's; and the ſpot that con- 
tained them lay obſcure and undiſtinguiſhed till. a 
monument was erected to his name and memory, 
from a principle of gratitude, by Sir Thomas 
Meautys, who had formerly been in his ſervice, 
and afterwards by deſcent came to the poſſeſſion of 
a conſiderable eftate, In another country, in a 
better age, (ſays Mr. Mallet) his monument would 
have ſtood a public proof in what veneration the 
whole ſociety held a citizen, whoſe genius did them 
honour,” and whoſe writings will ' inſtruct their 
„ ynhy ng rotors wr 
© Various are the characters given by different 
writers of this celebrated man, By ſome, his faults 
are extenuated ; and by others, highly aggravated, 
But all acknowledge, that his great and extraordi- 
nary: abilities rendered him one of the greateſt or- 
naments of his age and county. 

With reſpect to his failings in his public cha- 
racter, the moſt charitable conſttuction that can be 
put upon them is, to allow. what is the real truth, 
and is frequently obſervable with reſpect to learned 
men; that his application to his ſtudies prevented 
his attention to the neceſſary rules for the common 

conduct of life, | 129 f ie 
His crime of bribery was the effect of want of 
regularity in his domeſtic arrangements. And as 
to money, like many other eminent philoſophers, 
he diſdained to ſtudy. its value, and therefore de- 
ſpiſed it; to which cauſe all his eriors may be 
acribedin vert n add iet e 
However, poſterity ſeem to have accepted his be- 
queſt contained in this ſingular paſſage of his laſt 
will. “Formy name and fee leave it to 


men's charitable ſpeeches, and to foreign v5 ok 


and the next ages; his offence being only ſlight] 
"002 215 recorded, 
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recorded, in reſpect to hiſtorical truth, while the 
moſt ample aud grateful tribute is paid to the 
rare talents he poſſeſſed. n ds 
And the writer of the Britiſh Biography, 8vo. 
juſtly obſerves, that the praiſe of Bacon is 
founded not upon his {kill in this or that particu- 
lac branch of — but on his great and 
comprehenſive underſtanding, which took in 
almoſt the whole extent of univerſal ſcience. 
And he was fo little indebted to the partiality of 
his countrymen, that his writings appear, for 
ſome time at leaſt, to have been more efteemed 
and admired in foreign countries than in England.” 
Wie have now only to add a conciſe account of 
the learned labours of this illuſtrious philoſopher, 
His earlieſt production was the Firſt Part of Eſſays, 
or Counſels, Civil and Moral ; an admirable work : 
in which our author inſtructs men in the moſt 
uſeful principles of wiſdom and prudence, and 
teaches them how to acquire what are eſteemed the 
{ bleſhngs, and how to avoid the evils which 
are moſt dreaded in the conduct of human lite. 
Theſe effays were publiſhed in1 599. 3K 
In 1605, appeared his preparation or introduction 
to his capital work, in a treatiſe, On the Pro- 
ficience and Advancement of Learning, divine and 
human.“ The general defign of this treatiſe was, 
to give a ſummary account of the ſtock of know- 
ledge whereof mankind were then poſſeſſed; to 
Hay down this knowledge under ſuch natural bran- 
ches, or ſcientifical divifions, as might moſt com- 
modiouſly admit of its farther improvement; to 
point out its deficiencies, or defiderata ; and, laftly, 
to ſhew, by examples, the direct ways of ſupply- 
ing this deficiency. . After his retirement from 
public buſineſs, be very much enlarged and cor- 
rected the original; and, with „ of 
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ſome friends, he turned the whole into Latin. 
This is the edition of 1623, and is properly 
the firſt part of his Grand Iaſtaur ation of the 
Sciences. 9745 | EY 
In 1607, he ſent a Latin treatiſe, intitled, Cagilata 
& Viſa, to his friend Dr. Andrews, biſhop of Ely, 
defiring his opinion of it; the ſame method he 
took with Sir Thomas Bodley ; and the reaſon of 
his proceeding in this cautious manner was, that 
this treatiſe contained the plan of his-Novum Or- 
ganum, or ſecond part of the Inſtauration of the 
Sciences. That nothing might be wanting to 
complete that celebrated work, he laid the plan in 
this manner before the moſt able critics of the 
times, and reviſed and amended it upon the friendly 
hints thrown out by them. | 
In 1610, Sir Francis publiſhed a learned, critical 
tract in Latin, intituled, De Sapientia Veterum; On 
the Wiſdom-of the Ancients. There have been 
very few books publiſhed, either in this, or in any 
other nation, which either deſerved. or met with 
more general applauſe than this, and ſcarcely any 
that are likely to retain it longer; for, in all this 
performance, Sir, Francis Bacon gave a fingular 
proof of his capacity to pleaſe all parties in litera- , 
ture, as he had done by his political conduct, for 
he then ſtood fair with all parties in the nation. 
The admirers of antiquity were charmed with this 
diſcourſe, which ſeems expreſſly calculated to juſ- 
tify their admiration ; and, on the other hand, 
their opponents were no leſs pleaſed with a piece, 
from which they thought they could — omg 
that the 'ſagacity of a modern genius had found out 
much better meanings for the ancients than ever 

were meant by themſelves. | 
In his introduction, he gives an ample and ſatiſ- 
factory account of the reaſons which induced him 
to belle ve, that, notwithſtanding the ſeeming = ur- 
ties 
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dities "#1 the fabulous hiſtories wy the ancients, thers 
was, however, ſomething at the bottom, which de.. 
ſerved to be examined into and enquired. after, 
Theſe obſervations, which are full of very ron 
learning, he concludes thus: 
gut the argument of moſt weight with me is 
this; that many of theſe fables by no means appear 
to have been invented by the perſons who relate 
and divulge them; whether Homer, Heſiod, or 
others: for, if I were aſſured they firſt lowed from 
thoſe latter times, and authors that tranſmit them 
to us, I ſhould never expect any thing fingularly 
great or noble from ſuch an origin, But whoever 
attentively conſiders tbe thing. will find that theſe 
tables are delivered down and related. by thoſe wri- 
ters, not as matters then- firſt invented and pro- 
poſed, but as things received and embraced in earlier 
ages: beſides, as they are differently related by 
writers nearly of the ſame aàges, it is eaſily per- 
ceived, that the relators drew from the common 
ſtock of ancient tradition, and varied but in point 
of embelliſhment, which is their own; and this 
1 raiſes my eſteem of theſe fables ; which 
receive not as the product of the age, or inven- 
tion of the poets, but as ſacred relics, ., gentle 
whiſpers, and the breath of better times, that, from 
the traditions of more ancient nations, came at 
length into the flutes and trumpets of the Greeks. 
But if any one ſhall, notwithſtanding this, contend 
that allegories are always adventitious, or impoſed 
upon the ancient fables, and no way native, or 
enuinely contained in them, we might here leave 
m undiſturbed in that gravity of judgment he 


affects, though we cannot help accounting it 


ſomewhat dull and -phlegmatic ; and, if it were 
worth the trouble, to N to une kind of 


Argument... | 
1 * | ii Men 
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% Men have propoſed to anſwer two different 
and contrary ends by the uſe of parable; for pa- 
rables ſerve as well to inſtruct and illuſtrate, as to 
wrap up and envelope; ſo that, though, for the 
preſent, we drop the concealed uſe, and ſuppoſe the 
ancient fables to be vague, undeterminate things, 


formed for amuſement, ſtill the other uſe muſt re- 
main and can never be given up: and every man 


of any learning muſt readily allow, that this me- 
thod of inſtructing is grave, ſober, and exceedingly 
uſeful, and ſometimes neceſſary in the ſciences, as 
it opens an eaſy and familiar paſſage to the human 
underſtanding in all new diſcoveries that are ab- 
ſtruſe, and are out of the road of vulgar opinions. 
Hence, in the firſt ages, when ſuch inventions 
and concluſions of human reaſon, as are not trite 
and common, were new and little known, all things 
abounded with fables, parables, ſimilies, compari- 
ſons, and alluſions, which were not intended to 
conceal,- but to inform and teach, whilſt the minds 
of men continued rude and unpractiſed in matters 
of ſubtilty or ſpeculation, or even impatient, or in 
à manner uncapable of receiving ſuch things as did 
not directly fall under and ſtrike the ſenſes: for, 
as hieroglyphics were in uſe before writing, ſo were 
parables in uſe before arguments; and, even to this 
day, if any man would let new light in upon the 
human underſtanding, and conquer prejudice, with- 
out raiſing conteſts, animoſities, oppoſition, or 
diſturbance, he muſt {till go in the ſame path, and 
have recourſe to the like method of allegory, meta - 
phor, and allufion, . K 5 
To conclude, the knowledge of the early ages 
was either great or happy; great, if they by deſign 
made this uſe of trope and figure; happy, if, whilft 
they had other views, they afforded matter and 
occaſion to ſuch noble contemplations. Let either 
N E de 
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be the caſe, our pains, perhaps, will not be miſem. 


_ - Ployed, whether we illuſtrate antiquity, or the 
_ things themſelves. The like, indeed, has been at- 


tempted by others; but, to ſpeak ingenuouſſy, 
their great and voluminous labours have almoſt 
deſtroyed the energy, the efficacy, and grace of 
the thing; whilſt, being unſkilled in nature, and 
their learning no more than that of common-place, 


they have applied the ſenſe of the parables to cer- 


tain general and vulgar matters, without reaching 
to their real purport, genuine interpretation, and 


full depth. 


For myfelf, therefore, I expect to appear new 
in'theſe common things, becauſe, leaving untouched 
ſuch as are ſufficiently plain and open, I ſhall drive 
only at thoſe that are either deep or rich.“ 

All the works of Lord Bacon were collected to- 


gether, and publiſhed at London, in 4to. in 


1740, in four volumes, folio; and a very valuable 
and correct edition of them was alſo publiſhed, in 


1765, by Dr. Birch, in five volumes, 4to. 


*.* Authorities. Rawley's Life of Lord Bacon. 
Teniſon's Raconiana. Mallet's Life of Bacon, 


dien Elizabeth, Britiſh Bio- 
graphy, vo. Vol. 1 "5 
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his virtues and his univerſal learning, the 


contemporary and intimate friend of the great lord 

Verulam, whom he ſurvived but a few months, 

was the ſon of a ſea-faring mth who in the decline 
ro 


of life was choſen maſte 
Deptford. , He was born in the pari 
hallows near Tower-hill, in the year 1555; and 
received the rudiments of his education at the free- 
ſchool of the company of Coopers, in Radcliffe- 
highway. From thence he was removed to Mer- 
chant-Taylors ſchool, where he made a great pro- 
fciency in the learned languages under Mr. Mul- 


the 1 at 


caſter, who recommended him to Dr. Watts, ca- 


non · reſidentiary of St. Paul's, and archdeacon of 
Middleſex, who had then lately founded ſome ſcho- 
larſhips at Pembroke · college, Cambridge, the firſt 
of which he beſtowed on young Andrews. After 
he had taken the degree of batchelor of arts, he 
was choſen fellow of his college. In this ſituation 
he continued four years, applying himſelf chiefly 
to the ſtudy of divinity. At the uſual time, he 

| E 2 com- 


HIS eminent divine, equally celebrated for 


of All- 
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commenced maſter. of arts, and was then choſen 
catechiſt of the college, which gave him an oppor- 
tunity of reading lectures on the Ten Command. 
ments on Saturdays and Sundays, to which great 
numbers reſorted from the other colleges, and ]ike- 
wiſe young gentlemen and clergymen from the 
neighbourhood ; and as he poſſeſſed a graceful ad- 


dreſs, and a fine delivery, theſe, added to his 
abilities, procured him great-reputation ; the fame 


of which being circulated by thoſe who attended 
his drvimity- lecture, ſoon reached the ear of Mr, 
Hugh Price, the founder of Jeſus-college, Ox- 
ford, who, without bis knowledge, beſtowed on 


bim one of the firſt fellowſhips in his new inſti 
tution. | 


It was his cuſtom, after he had been three years 


dat Cambridge, and he continued it as long as he 
reſided at either of the univerſities, to make an an- 


nual viſm to his parents at London; and his father 


having previous notice, by his defire, uſed to pie- 


pare a private tutor to inſtruct him in ſome branch 
or other of the ſciences or arts, not taught in the 
univerſities ; ſo that within a few years he had 
acquired the elements of all arts and ſciences, and 


a competent knowledge of the modern languages, 


He performed his journies on foot, till he was a 


batchelor of divinity ; and he profeſſed, that even 


then he would not have rode on horfeback, but to 
avoid the imputation of walking merely to fave 
charges. He never loved or uſed any games or 
ordinary recreations; his common exerciſe and 


amuſement was walking, and he affigned the 


nobleſt - reaſon for preferring it to all others; fre- 


* quently declaring to his companions and friends, 


that to obſerve the graſs, herbs, corn, trees, cattle, 


earth, waters and heavens, and to' contemplate 
their 'natures, orders, qualities, virtues and uſes, 


was 


4 
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was to him the moſt exquiſite of all entertain» 
ments, ; ** N 

His reputation increafing daily, he was not long 
without a patron; for Henry earl of Huntingdon, 
lord preſident of the North, with great judgment, 
made choice of him as his chaplain, to attend him 
in his progreſs through that part of England; 
where, by his preaching and private conferences, 
he became highly uſeful to government, by con- 
verting a number of Roman. Catholics to the Pro- 
teſtant faith, and amongſt theſe, ſeveral prieſts. 

Such a ſeaſonable ſervice naturally recommended 
him to Sir Francis Walſingham, then ſecretary of 
ſtate; who, being unwilling that. ſuch a promiſing 
genius ſhould lie concealed and unnoticed in ſome 
obſcure country village, reſolved. to provide for him 
in town; and accordingly, by the ſtrength of his 
intereſt, Mr. Andrews was appointed vicar of St. 
Giles's, Cripplegate, and, in a ſhort time after, 
prebendary and reſidentiary of St. Paul's, and alſo 
prebendary of the collegiate church of Southwell. 

Being thus preferred, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
28 a diligent and excellent preacher; and he read 
divinity- lectures three days in the week at St. Paul's, 
during Term-time.. Upon the death of Dr. Fulke, 
he was choſen-maſter of Pembroke-hall, to which 
college he afterwards became a conſiderable bene- 
factor. He was next appointed one of the chap- 
lains in ordinary to queen Elizabeth, who took 
great delight in his preaching, and promoted: him 
to the deanery of Weſtminſter in 1601. He was 
not leſs eſteemed by James I. who gave him the 
preference to all other divines az a preacher, and 
made choice of him to anſwer cardinal Bellarmine, 
who had attacked, with great vehemence, the king's 
treatiſe, intituled, The Defence of the Right of 
Kings,” His majeſty ar Oe the e | 
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of regal ſupremacy over all cauſes and perſons, 4; 


well eccleſiaſtical as civil: it was the proper buſineſ 
of a cardinal to endeavour to confute it; but Rc. 


larmine, aſhamed to put his own name to an illi. 


beral performance, uſhered it into the world undtt 


the name of Matthew Tortus; and Mr; Andrews 


wittily-intituled his reply, which was written in 
Latin, Tortura Torti, Sc. The king was fo well 


"pleaſed with this judicious performance, that he 


"rewarded the author with the biſhopric of Chi. 
cheſter in 1605; at the ſame time, he likewiſe made 
him lord-almoner, which office he executed in a 
conſcientious, diſintereſted manner, refuſing to,make 
thoſe advantages of his place to whjch he was le- 
gally intitled. * 

Upon the vacancy of the ſee of Ely, he wa 


tranſlated to it in 1609; and the fame your he was 


fworn of the king's | hit mee in England, as 
he was afterwards of Scotland, upon attending his 


-* majeſty to that kingdom. 


When he had fat nine years in the ſee of Ely, 


he was tranflated to that of Wincheſter, and allo 

appointed dean of the Royal- chapel. And to his 
bonour it is recorded of him, that theſe preferments 
were conferred upon him without any court in- 


tereſt, or ſolicitations on the part of himſelf or his 
friends. It is likewiſe obferved, that though lc 


Was a privy- counſellor in times of danger and dit- 


ficulty, in'the;reigns of James I. and Charles l. 
he interfered very little in temporal concerns; 
but in all affairs relative to the church, and the 


duties of his function, he was remarkably diligent 


and active. | | 
A pleaſant ſtory is related of this worthy prelate, 
in Waller's life prefixed to his works; as it is faid 


to have been told by that poct to Dr. Birch, his 


ſon-in-law, 
| Waller 
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Waller going to ſee king James at dinner, on 
the day he had diſſolved the partfament, over-heard 
a very extraordinary converſation between his ma- 
jeſty, biſhop Andrews, and Neile biſhop of Dur- 
ham. The two-pcelates ſtanding behind the king's 
chair, his majeſty aſked them, if. he could not take 
his ſubjects money whenever he wanted it, without 
the formality of a parliament, —The biſhop of Dur- 
ham, who was a complete court-ſycophant, readily 
anſwered, God forbid, Sir, but you ſhould ; you 
are the breath of our noſtrils.” Whereupon the 
king turned and faid to the biſhop of Wincheſter, 
« Well, my lord, what ſay you?” Sir, replied 
Andrews, I have no ſkill to judge in parliamentary 
caſes. The king haſtily added, No put-offs, my 
lord, anſwer me preſently.” * Then, Sir,“ ſaid 
be, I think it lawful for you to take my brother 
Neile's money, for he offers it.” Mr. Waller ſaid, 
the company were much pleaſed witly this anſwer, - 
and the king in particular was ſtruck: with the hu - 
mour of it; for a certain nobleman coming in ſoon 
after, his majeſty cried out, Oh! my lord, they 
fay you /ig (a Scotch word for be) with my lady.“ 
« No, Sir,” faid his lordſhip, in great confuſion, 
but I like her company, becauſe he has ſo mach 
« wit.” „ Why: then,” returned the king, maintain» 
ing the charge, do you not lig with my lord of 
« Wincheſter there.“ 

Aſter a long life of honour and tranquillity, in 
which he enjoyed the diſtinguiſhed. eſteem of three 
ſucceſſive ſovereigns, the friendſhip of all men of 
letters, his contemporaries, and the veneration of 
all good chriſtians, this pious and learned prelate 
died at Wincheſter-houſe in Southwark, in Sep- 
tember, 1626. He was interred in the pariſh, , - 
church of St. Saviour, where his executors ereted 

to his memory nn monument, of marble 
| 4 | and 
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and alabaſter, on which is an elegant Latin in- 
feription, by one of his chaplains. Milton alſo 
wrote a beautiful elegy on the occafion of his death, 
in the ſame language, which is one of the earlieſt 
productions of that immortal bard ; for he was but 
ſeventeen years of age when biſhop Andrews died. 
Dr. Fuller obſerves, that king James had fo great 
an awe of, and yeneration for biſhop Andrews, that 
in his preſence he refrained from that mirth and 
levity, in which he indulged himſelf at other times. 
His reputation, as a learned man, was well known 
zn foreign countries; for, as he underſtood a great 
variety of languages, at leaſt fifteen, and was con- 
verſant in the Oriental tongues, he was engaged in 
an extenſive correſpondence with all the literati of 
Europe. Caſaubon extols his fkill in all kinds of 
learning; Spanheim ſtyles him a prelate of mt 
acute judgment; and Voſhus, in his treatiſe, D- 
v tis /er monis, gives him the character of a man of 
moſt accompliſhed learning. | » 
_ He was very careful to prefer men of abilities 
'.- and good moral characters to the eccleſiaſtical be- 
nefices in his gift. And that he might be enabled 

to form a better judgment of thoſe who were the 
objects of his choice, he ſent for clergymen who 
- had acquired renown for piety and learning, and 
who were unprovided for, defraying the expences 
of their journies, and entertaining them hoſpi- 
tably; and if in his private converſations with 
them, they anſwered the good report given of them, 
he beſtowed livings upon them as they became va- 
cant. As his fortune increaſed, ſo did his hbera- 
Iny and charity; and he particularly delighted in 
.  releating priſoners confined for ſmall debts, or the 
Bets gaoler's fees ; a charity of the moſt humane and 
neficial kind, as well to the individuals as to 

| ſociety; for which a moſt laudable —— a 
F424 . tely 
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lately been ſet on foot in London, by the volun- 
tary ſubſcription of the nobility and gentry. An- 
other circumſtance concerning his charities deſerves 
our notice, though we are afraid it will be but ſel- 
dom imitated in an age, in which oſtentation is a 
prevailing foible. He gave ſtrict charge to ſuch of 
his ſervants as were intruſted with the diſtribution 
of his bounty, that they ſhould not acknowledge 
from whence this relief came; but directed, that 
the receipts they took, as vouchers for their faith- 
ful diſcharge of their truſt, ſhould be ſigned by the 
perſons relieved, as received from an unknown be- 
nefaQtor.. | "I 5.45 Th 

Another ſocial virtue, for which this prelate has 
been juſtly admired, is gratitude, of which he had 
ſo warm ayſenſe, that it extended to acts of kind- 
neſs even ti the relations of thoſe from whom he 
had received any favours. He beſtowed a valuable 
living on Dr. Ward,. the fon of his firſt ſchool- 
maſter, at the Coopers ſchool. He alſo ſhewed 
every mark of perſonal eſteem for Mr. Mulcaſter, 
his ſchool-maſter at Merchant Taylors-ſchool, al- 
ways placing him at the head of his table; and 
though pictures were bnt little in uſe at that time, 
after his death he had his picture placed over his 
ſtudy- door: he alſo provided for his ſon, to w-hom 
he bequeathed a valuable legacy. He ſikewiſe en- 
quired very carefully after the kindred of Dr. 
Watts, who firſt ſent him to Pembroke- hall, and 
having found out a diſtant relation, he gave him 
great preferments in-that college. ä 
The example of a good man has generally more 
influence on the minds of youth than precept; we 
ſhall therefore extend this article, though we ſhould 
be liable to the imputation of tautology, by adding 
the following character of him, contained in the 
dedicatio of his ſermons publiſhed under the joint 
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care and inſpection of the biſhops of London and 
Ely. ** The perſon, whoſe works theſe are, was 
from his youth a man of extraordinary worth and 
note ; a man, as if he had been made up of learn- 
ing and yirtue, both of them ſo eminent in him, 
that it is hard to judge which had precedency. 
His virtue, which we muſt ſtill judge the more 
worthy in any man, was comparable ro that which 
was to be found in the primitive biſhops of the 
church; and had he lived among thoſe ancient fa- 
thers, his virtues would. have ſhined even among 
thoſe virtuous men. Andas for his learning, that 
was as well, if not better known abroad, than re- 
ſpeed at home. And, take him in his latitude, 
we, which knew him well, knew not any kind of 
learning to which he was a ſtranger, but in his 
1 admirable. None ſtronger than he, where 
be wreſtled with an adverſary; and that Bellarmine 

felt, who was as well able to ſhift for himſelf. as 
any that ſtood up for the Roman party. None 
more exact, more judicious than he, where he was 
to-inſtru& and inform others ; and that, as they 
knew, who often heard him preach, ſo they may 
learn who will read this, which he hath left behind 
him. And yet this fulneſs of his material learning 
left room enough in the temper of his brain for 
almoſt all languages, learned and modern, to ſeat 
themſelves : ſo that his learning had all the helps 
language could afford ; and his languages learning 
enough for the beſt of them to expreſs. His judg- 


ment, in the mean time, fo commanding over both, 


as that neither of them was ſuffered idly or cu- 
riouſly to ſtart from, or fall ſhort of, their intended 
ſcope. So that we may better ſay of him, than it 
was ſometimes ſaid of Claudius Druſus, He was 
of as many and as great virtues as mortal nature 


could receive, or induſtry make perfect.“ 
87 2 ; Biſhop 
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Biſhop Andrews was the author of a variety of 
| ' theological and polemical pieces; but the following 
= the principal, worthy of note at preſent. 

The moral Law expounded ; or, Lectures 
on the Ten Commandments. Whereunto are an- 
nexed, nineteen ſermons upon prayer in general, 
and the Lord er in particular. London, 1643, 


folio. 
2. A Collection of poſthumous and orphan Lece 


tures, delivered at St. Paul's, and at St. n. 
Cripplegate, Lendon, 1657, folio, 

3. Reſponſiones ad Petri Molinei Epiſlolas eres, &Ce 

4. Stricturæ; or a brief Anſwer to the Eighteenth 
Chapter of the Firſt Book of Cardinal Perron's 
Re ly, &c. a 

he two laſt, with feveral other of his tracts 

and ſermons, were collected and N in one 
volume, 4to. in 1629. L 


* Authorities. - Iſaacſon's Life of Biſhop An- | 
drews. General Biog. Dictionary. I bor 
Vol. IV. geo. 
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"GEORGE VILLIERS, 
DUKE or BUCKINGHAM. 


LA. D. 1592, to 1628.1. 


Written by a Contemporary, in the Style of the. 
815 Times. 3 


FX EORGE.VIELTIER'S, the famous duke 
| of Buckingham, was born in the-year 1592, 
at Brookeſby in Leiceſterſhire, where his anceſtors. 
had chiefly continued about the ſpace of four hun- 
dred years, rather without obſcurity than with any 
great luſtre, after they had long before been ſeated 
at Kinalton, in the county of-Nottingham. He was: 
the third fon of Sir George Villiers, by. Mary, the 
daughter of Anthony Beaumont, of Cole-orton, 
Eſq. names on either fide well known of ancient 
extraction. He was nurtured: where he had been. 
born, in his firſt rudiments, till the years of ten; 
and from thence ſent to Billiſden ſchool in the 
fame county, where he was taught the principles 
of muſic, and other flight literature, till the thir- 
teenth year of his age; at which time his father died. 
Then his beautiful and provident mother (for thoſe 
attributes will not be denied her) took him home 


* to 


| 
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to her houſe at Goodby, where ſhe had him in 
eſpecial care; ſo as he was firſt (as we may ſay) 

a domeſtic favourite; but finding him (as it ſnould 
ſeem) by nature a little ſtudious and contemplative, 
Jhe choſe rather to endue him with converſive qua- 
lities and oruaments of youth, as dancing, fencing, 
and the like; not without aim then, perchance, 

(though far off) at a courtier's life: to which leſſons 
he had ſuch a dextrous proclivity, as his teachers 
were fain to reſtrain his forwardneſs; to the end 
that his brothers, who were under the ſame train- 
ing, might hold pace with him. r 

About the age of eighteen, he travelled into 
France, where he improved himfelf-well in the 
language, for one that had ſo little grammatical- 
foundation; but more in the exerciſes of that no- 
bility, for the ſpace of three years, and yet came 
home in his natural plight, without affected forme 

(the ordinary diſeaſe of travellets). After his re- 
turn, he paſſed again one whole year (as before) 
at Goodby, under the wing and counſels of his 
mother; and then was forward to become a ſuitor 
at London to Sir Roger Aſhton's daughter, a gen- 
tleman of the bed- chamber to king James, and 
maſter of the robes. About which time he fell 
into intrinſical ſociety with Sir John Greham, then 
one of the gentlemen of his majeſty's privy- cham- 
ber, who, I know not upon what luminaries he 
eſpied in his face, diſſuaded him from marriage, 
and gave him rather encouragement to woo fortune 
in court. Which advice ſunk well into his fancy - 
for within ſome while, the king had taken upon 
certain glances (whereof the firſt was at Apthorpe, 
in a progreſs) ſuch liking of his perſon, that he 
reſolved to make him a maſter-piece, and to mould 
him, as it were, platonically to his own idea. 
Neither was his majeſty content only to be the 

architect 
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architect of his fortune, without putting his gra- 
cious hand likewiſe to ſome part of the work itſelf. 
Inſomuch as it pleaſed him tò deſcend, and to veil 
his goodneſs even to the giving of his foreſaid friend, 
Sir John Greham, ſecret directions, how and by 
what degrees he ſhould bring him into favour. But 
this was quickly diſcoyered by him, who was then 
as yet in ſome poſſeſſion of the king's heart. For 
there is nothing more vigilant, nothing more jealous 
than a favourite, 2 towards the waining- 

time and ſuſpect of ſatiety. So as many arts were 
uſed to diſcuſs the beginning of new affe&ion. 


All which notwithſtanding, there was conveyed 


to Mr. Villiers an intimation of the king's pleature 
to wait, and to be ſworn bis ſervant, and, ſhortly 
after, his-cup-bearer at large; and the ſummer 
following he was admitted mto ordinary, After 
which time fayours came thick upon him (liker 
main ſhowers, than ſprinkling drops or dews) ; for 


* the next St. George's-day he was knighted, and 


made gentleman of the-king's bed-chamber ; and 
the very ſame day had an annual penſion. given him, 
for his better ſupport, of one thouſand pounds, 
out of the court of wards. 3 

At New-year's-tide following, the king choſe 
him maſter of the horſe, After this he was in- 
ſtalled of the moſt noble order. And in the next 
Auguſt he created him baron of W haddon, and 
viſcount Villiers. In January of the fame year, 
he was advanced earl of Buckingham, and ſworn 
here of his majeſty's privy-council ; as if a fayou- 
rite were not ſo before. | | 

The March enſuing, he attended the king joto 
- Scotland, and was likewiſe ſworn a counſellor in 
that kingdom; where he carried himſelf with | 
fingular {ſweetneſs of temper, as it behoved him, 
being new in favour, and ſucceeding one of their 

1. | OWN, 


Dok E or BUCKINGHAM. 87 
own, to ſtudy a moderate ſtyle among thoſe genes 
rous ſpirits: | 4 
About New-year's-tide, after his return from 
thence (for thoſe beginnings of years were very 
propitious to him, as if kings did chuſe remarkable 
days to inaugurate their favours, that they may 
appear acts as well of the times as of the will), he 
was created marquis of Buckingham, and made 
lord-admiral of England, chief-juſtice in Eyre of 
all the parks and foreſts on the ſouth-fide bf Trent, 
maſter of the King's-bench office (none off the 
unprofitable places), head ſteward of Weſtmin- 
ſter, and conſtable of Windfor-caſtle. 
But theſe offices and dignities already rehearſed, 
and thoſe of the like nature, which fhall after be 
ſet down in their place, were but the facings, or 
fringes, of his greatneſs, in compariſon of that truſt 
which his moſt gracious maſter did caſt upon him 
in. the one-and-twentieth year of his reign, when 
he made him the chief concomitant of his heir 
apparent, and only ſon, Charles, prince of Wales; 
m a journey of much adventure, and which (to 
ſhew the ſtrength of his privacy) had been before 
not communicated with any other of his majeſty's 
moſt reſerved counſellors at home, being carried 
with great cloſeneſs, hker a buſineſs of love than 
ſtate ; as it was in the firſt intendment. | 
They began their motion in the year 1623, 
on Tueſday tlie eighteenth of February, from the 
marquis his houſe, of late purchaſe, at New- hall 
in Eſſex, ſetting out with diſguifed beards, and 
with borrowed names of Thomas and John Smith, 
And then attended with none, but Sir Richard 
Greham, maſter of the horſe to the marquis, and 


river againſt Graveſend, for lack of filyer, they 
were fain to give the ferry-man a piece of two- 
; and- 


% 


of inward truſt about him. When they paſſed the _ 
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and-thirty ſhillings, which ſtruck. the poor-fellow 
into ſuch a melting tenderneſs, that ſo. good gen- 
tlemien ſhould be going (for ſo he ſuſpected) about 
ſome quarrel beyond ſea, as he could not forbezr 
to acquaint the officers: of the town with what had 
befallen him, who ſent preſently poſt for their ſtay 
at Rocheſter, through which they were paſſed be- 
fore any intelligence could arrive. On the brow 
of the hill beyond that city, they were ſomewhat 
perplexed by eſpying the French ambaſſador, with 


the king's coach, and others attending him, which 


made them baulk the beaten road, and teach poſt- 
hackneys to leap hedges. 1 e 
At Canterbury, whither ſome voice (as it ſhould 


ſeem) was run on before, the mayor of the town 


came'himfelf to ſeize on them, as they were taking 
freſh horſes, in a blunt manner, alleging firſt a 


Warrant to ſtop them, from the council, next from 


Sir Lewis Lewkner, maſter of the ceremonies, and, 
laſtly, from Sir Henry Manwaring, then lieutenant 
of 6 At all which confuſed: fictions 
the marquis had no leiſure to laugh, but thought 
beſt to diſmaſe his beard, and ſo told him, that he 
was going covertly with ſuch flight company, to 
take a ſecret view (being admiral) for the forward- 
neſs of his majeſty's fleet, Which was then in pre- 
paration on the narrow ſeas: this, with much ado, 
did ſomewhat: handfomely heal the diſguiſement. 
On the way afterwards, the baggage poſt-boy, who 
had been at court; got (I know not how) a glim- 
mering who they were; but his mouth was caſily 
ſhut. To Dover, through bad horſes and thoſe 
petty impediments, they came not before fix at 
night; where they found Sir Francis Cottington, 
then ſecretary to the prince, now baron of Han- 


worth; and Mr, Endymion Porter, who had been 


eat before to provide a veſſel for their tranſport 
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tion. The foreſaid knight was conjoined for the 
nearneſs of his place on the prince's affairs; and 
for his long reſidence in the court of Spain, where 
he had gotten fingular credit even with that cau- 
tious nation, by the temper of his carriage. Mr. 
Porter was taken in, not only as a bed-chamber © 
ſervant of confidence to his highneſs, but likewiſe - 
as a neceſſary and uſeful mſtrument for his natural 
Kill in the Spaniſh tongue. And theſe five were 
atthe firſt the whole parade of his journey. _- 
The next morning, for the night was tempeſtu- 
ous, on the nineteeth of the aforeſaid month; 
taking ſhipping at Dover about fix of the clock, 
they landed the fame day at Boulogne in France, 
near two hours after noon; reaching. Monſtruel that 
night (like men of difpatch), and Paris the ſecond 
day after, being Friday the one-and-twentieth, But, 
fome three poſts before, they had met with two 
German gentlemen that came newly from Eng- 
land, where they had ſeen at New Market the 
prince and the marquis taking coach together. with 
the king, and retaining ſuch a ſtrong impreſſion of 
them both, that they now bewrayed ſome know - 
kdge of their perſons ; but were out-faced by Sir 
Richard Greham, who would needs perſuade them 
they were miſtaken. Which in truth is no very 
hard matter; for the very ſtrangeneſs of the thing 
itſelf, and almoſt the impoſſibility to COS 
great a prince and favourite ſo ſuddenly metamor- 
phoſed into travellers, with no. greater train, was 
2 ta make any man living unbelieve his 
es. 1 i 
At Paris, the prince ſpent one whole day to give 
dis mind ſome contentment in viewing of a famous 
city and court, which was a neighhour to his future 
eſtates. But for their better veiling of their viſages, 
lis highneſs and the marquiſs bought each of them a 
| petiwig, 


> 


out - ſide. | 


upon fell out a pleaſant paſſage ; there was near 
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periwis, ſomewhat to overſhadow their forcheady, * 
the king they got a ſight after dinner in a gal- 
lery, where he was ſolacing himſelf with familiar 
pleaſures ; and of the queen-mother, as ihe was at 
her own table, in neither place deſcried, no, not 
by monſieur Cadinet, who ſaw them in both, and 
had been lately ambaflador in England. Towards 
evening, by a mere chance, in appearance, though 
underlined with a providence, they had a full fight 
of the queen-infanta, and cf the princeſs Henrietta 
Maria, with other great ladies, at the practice of 
2 maiquing-dance, which was then in preparation; 
having over-heard two gentlemen who were tending 
towards that fight, after whom they preſſed, and 
were let in by the duke De Mount Baſon, the 

neen's lord-chamberlain, out of humanity to 

ngers,. when divers of the French went by, 

From the next day, when they departed at three 
of the clock in the morning from Paris, the twenty- 
third of February, were ſpent fix days at Bayonne, 
the laſt town of France, having, before, at Bour- 
deaux bought them five riding-coats, all of one 
colour and faſhion, in a kind of noble fimplicity ; 
where Sir Francis Cottington was employed in 2 
fair manner to keep them from being entertained 
by the duke De Eſpernon, telling him they were 
gentlemen of mean degree, and formed yet to little 
courtſhip, who perchance -might othewiſe (being 
himſelf no ſuperficial man in the practices of the 
world) have pierced ſomewhat deeper than their 


They were now entered into the deep time of 
Lent, and could get no flefli in their inns. Where- 


Bayonne, an herd of goats. with their young ones ; 
upon which fight, the ſaid Sir Richard Gjecban 


tells the marquis, he would ſnap one of the bis 


— 
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and make ſome ſhift to carry him cloſe to their 
lodging. Which the prince over-hearing, Why 
Richard, ſays he, do you think you may practiſe 
here your old tricks again upon the borders? Upon 
which words, they firſt gave-the goat-herd good 
contentment, and then while the marquis and his 
ſervant, being both on foot, werden the kid 
about the ſtack, the prince from horſeback killed 
bim in the head with a Scottiſh piſtol. 

At Bayonne, the count De Grammont, governor 
of that jealous key, took an exquiſite notice of 
their perſons and behaviour, and opened himſelf to 
ſome 'of his train, T hat he thought them to be 
e of much more worth than their habits 

wrayed; yet he let them courteouſly paſs. An 
four days after this they arrived at. Madrid, being 
Wedneſday the fifth of March. Having gone thus 
far, I ſhall not need to relate the affluence of young 
nobles and others from hence into Spain, after the 
voice of our prince's being there had been quickly 
noiſed, ayd at length Believed ; neither will it be 
neceſſary to conſider the arts of Rome, where now 
all engines were whetted (though by the divine 


blefling very vainly) when they had gotten a prince 


of Great-Britain upon catholic ground, as they uſed 
r 

This, and the whole matter of negoeiation there, 
the open entertainments, the ſecret working, the 
apprehenſion on both ſides, the appearance on nei- 
ther, and, in ſum, all the circumſtances and 
of religion and ſtate intexmixed- together in that 
commixture, will better become a royal hiſtory, or 
a council-table, than a ſingle life. Yet we can» 
not omit ſome things which intervened at the meet- 
ing of the two Pleiades, not unlike that which 
aſtrologers call a conjunction of planets, of no very 


benign afpe& the one to the other; the marquis 
of 
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of Buckingham, and the Conde d' Olivares. They 
had ſome ſharper and ſome milder differences, which 
might eaſily happen in fuch an intervene of gran. 
dees, both vehement on the parts which they 
ſwayed. But the moſt remarkable was upon ſup- 
poſition of the Conde's, that the marquis had. inti- 
mated unto him ſome hopes of the prince's eonvet- 
hon; which coming into debate, the marquis ſo 
roundly diſavowed this gilded dream, as Olivares 
alleged he had given him La-Mentida, and there- | 
upon forms a complaint to the prince himſelf; 
which Buckingham denying, and yet Olivares per- 
fiſting in the fard complaint, the marquis, though 
now in ſtrange hands, yet ſeeing both his honour 
and the truth at ſtake, was not tender likewiſe to 
engage his life, but replied with ſome heat, that 
the Conde's aſſeveration would force him to do that 
which he had not done before; for now he held 
himſelf tied in terms of a gentleman, to maintain 
the contrary to his affirmative, in any ſort whatſo- 
ever. This was the higheſt and the harſheſt point 
that occurred between them ; which, that it went 
fo" far, was not the duke's fault; nor his fault 
neither (as it ſhould ſeem) that it went no farther. 
There was another memorable paſſage one day of 
gentler quality, and yet eager enough. The Conde 
A Olivares told the marquis of a certain flying 
noiſe, that the prince did plot to be ſecretly gone: 


_ -  to-which the marquis gave a well- tempered anſwet, 


That though love had made his highneſs ſteal out 
of his own. country, yet fear would never make 


kim run out of Spain in other manner than ſhould 
become a prince of his royal and generous virtues. 


In Spain they ſtayed. near eight. entire months, 


during all which time, who but Buckingham lay 
at home under millions of maledictions? which 
yet, at the prince's ſafe arrival in the Weſt, did 


die, 
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die, and vaniſh here and there into praiſes and 
eulogies, according to the contrary motions of 
popular waves. And now, to ſum up the fruit of 


the journey, diſcourſes ran thus among the-cleareſt 
obſervers. It was ſaid, that the prince himſelf, 


without any imaginable ſtain of his religion, had 


by the ſight of foreign courts, and obſervations, of 


the different natures of people, and the rules of 


government, much excited and awakened his ſpirits, 
and corroborated his judgment. And as for the 
marquis, there was note taken of two great addi- 
tions which he had gained : Firſt, he was returned 
with increaſe of title, having there been-made duke, 
by patent ſent him, which was the higheſt degree 
whereof an Engliſh ſubjeQ could be capable. But 
the other was far greater, though cloſer ; for by ſo 
long and ſo private, and ſo various conſociation 
with a prince of ſuch excellent nature, he had now 
gotten as it were two lives in lus own fortune and 
greatneſs ; whereas otherwite the eſtate of a favou- 
rite is but at beſt a tenant at will, and rarely tranſ- 


mitted. But concerning the Spaniſh commiſhon, 


which in public conceit was the main ſcope. of the 
journey, that was left in great ſuſpenſe, and after 
ſome time utterly laid afide ; which threw the 
duke, amongſt free wits, under cenſures. 
The moſt part were apt to believe, that he had 
brought down ſome deep diftaſte from Spain, which 
exaſperated his counſels; neither was there want- 
in; ſome other that thought him not altogether 
void of a little ambition, to ſhew his power either 
to knit or diſſolve. = | 1 

Howſoever, the whole ſcene of affairs was changed 
from Spain to France; there now lay the proſpec- 
tive. Which alteration being generally liked, and 
all alterations of ſtate being ever attributed to the 
powerfuleſt under princes, the duke became 0 

ONE 22s we denly 
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denly and ſtrangely gracious among the multitude, 
and was even in parliament highly exalted; ſo as 
he did ſeem for a time to have overcome that natu- 
ral incompatibility, which, in the experience of 
all ages, hath been noted between the vulgar and 
the ſovereign favour. But this was no more than 
a mere bubble or blaſt, and like an ephemeral 
fit of applauſe, as will appear in the ſequel of his 
1 g | 
After his return from Spain, he was made lord- 
warden of the cinque-ports (which is, as it were, 
a ſecond admiralty), and ſteward likewiſe of the 
manor 'of Hampton-court ; dignities and offices 
ill growing of truſt or profit; and the king now 
giving not only out of beneficent diſpoſition, but a 
"_ habitual and confirmed cuſtom. 
ne year, ſix months, and two days, after the 
Joyful reception of the prince his ſon from Spain, 
king James accompliſhed at Theobalds his own n 
days on earth. Under whom the duke had run a 
long courſe of calm and fmooth proſperity : I mean 
Jong, for the ordinary life of favour; and the more 
notable, becauſe it had been without any viſible 
eclipſe or wane in himſelf, amidſt divers variations 
In others. 
The moſt important and preſſing care of a new 
and vigorous king, was his marriage, for an imme- 
diate eftabliſhment of the royal line; wherein the 
duke having had an eſpecial hand, he was ſent to 
conduct hither the princeſs Henrietta Maria, 
youngeſt daughter to the great Henry of Bourbon; 
of whom his majeſty, as hath been faid, had an 
ambulatory view in his travels. He was accompa- 
nied with no peer but the earl of Montgomery. 
Now this embaſly, though it had a private ſhew, 
being charged with more formality than matter 


{for all the eſſential conditions were before con- 
| cluded), 
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cluded), could howſoever want no ornaments or 
bravery to adorn it. Among which, it is worthy 
of 2 little remembrance, that the duke, one folemn 
day, gorgeouſly clad in a ſuit all over ſpread with 
diamonds, and having loſt one of them of good 
value, perchance as he might be dancing, after his 
manner, with lofty motion, it was ſtrangely reco- 
vered again the next morning in a court full of 
es : ſuch a diligent attendant was fortune every 
where, both abroad and at home, | 
after this fair diſcharge, all civil honours-having 
ſhowered on him before, there now fell out great 
occaſions to draw forth his ſpirits into action, by 
a breach firſt with Spain, and not long after with 
France itfelf, notwithſtanding ſo ſtrait an affinity 
ſo lately treated with the one, and actually accom- 
pliſhed with the other; as if, indeed, according to 
that pleaſant maxim of ſtate, kingdoms. were never 
married. This muſt of neceſſity involve the duke 
in buſineſs enough to have overſet a leſſer veſſel, 
being the next commander, under the crown, of 
ports and ſhips. . eee 
But he was noted willingly to embrace thoſe 
overtures of public employment: for, at the par- 
liament at Oxford, his youth and want of expe- 
rience in maritime ſervice had ſomewhat been 
ſhrewdly touched, even before the ſluices and flood- 
gates of popular liberty were yet ſet open: ſo as 
to wipe out that objection, he did now mainly at- 
tend his charge, by his majeſty's untroubled and 
ſerene commands, even in a tempeſtuous time. 
Now the men fell a rubbing of armour, which 
2 great while had lain oiled; the magazines of 
munition were viewed; the officers of remains 
called to account; frequent councils of war, as 
many private conferences with expert ſeamen ; a 
fleet in preparation for ſome attempt upon Spain; 
ö ”Y | | the 
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the duke himſelf perſonally employed to the ſtates- 
general; and with him joined, in full commiſſion, 
the carl of Holland, a peer both of ſingular grace 
and ſolidity, and of all ſweet and ſerviceable virtue 
for public uſe. = 7 

© Theſe two nobles, after a dangerous paſſage from 
Harwich, wherein three of their ſhips were foun- 
dered, arrived the fifth day at the Hague in Hol- 
land. Here they were to enter into a treaty, both 
with the States themſelves, and with the miniſters 
of divers allied and confederate princes, about a 
common diverſion for the recovery of the palatinate, 
where the king's only ſrſter's dowry had been ra- 
viſhed by the German eagle, mixed with Spaniſh 
feathers; a princeſs reſplendent in darkneſs, and 
whoſe virtues were born within the chance, but 
without the power of fortune. WEE? 
Here it were injuriousto overſlip a noble act in 
the duke during this employment. There was a 
collection of certain rare manuſcripts, exquiſitely 
vyritten in Arabick, and ſought in the moſt remote 
parts by the diligence of Erpenius, the moſt ex- 
.cellent linguiſt. Theſe had been left to the widow 
of the ſaid Erpenius, and were upon fale to the 
| Jeſuits at Antwerp, liquoriſh chapmen of ſuch 
ware, whereof the duke getting knowledge by his 
worthy and learned ſecretary, doctor Maſon, in- 
terverted the bargain, and gave the poor widow 
+ for them five hundred pounds, a ſum above their 

weight in filver, and a mixed act both of bounty 

and charity, the more laudable by being out of 

his natural element. Theſe were they which, after 
his death, were as nobly preſented as they had been 

bought to the univerſity of Cambridge, by the 
ducheſs dowager, as ſoon as ſhe underſtood, by the 
aforeſaid doctor Maſon, her huſband's intention, 
Who had a purpoſe likewite to raiſe in the ſaid uni- 


\ verſity, 
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verſity, whereof he was chancellor, a fair eaſe for 
ſech montiments; and to furnifh it with other choice * 
collections from all parts, at his own charge. 

The aforeſaid negociation,” though proſecuted 
with heat and probable appearance of great effects, 
took up a month before the duke's return; and then 
at home he met no good news of the Cadiz attempt. 
In the preparation thereof, though he had ſpent 
much ſolicitude, ex officio, yet it principally failed, 
as was thought, by late fetting out, and by ſome 
contrariety of weather at ſez ; whereby the parti- 


avoidable in actions of noiſe, eſpecially Where the 
great Indian key to all cabinets is working. 
Not long after this, the king, pondering in his 
wiſdom the weight of his foreign affairs, found it 
fit to call a parhament at Weſtminſter.” This was 
that aſſembly where there appeared a ſudden and 
marvellous converſion in the duke's caſe, from the 
moſt exalted (as he had been both m another par- 
lament, and in common voice before) to the moſt 
depreſſed now; as if bis condition had been capa- 
ble of no mediocrities: and it could not but trouble 
him the more, by happening when he was ſo freſh! 
returned out of the Ene provinces, out 
a meritorious employment in his inward conceit 
and hope. Which being the ſingle example that 
our annals have yielded, from the time of William 
de la Pole, duke of Suffolk, under Henry VI. of 
ſuch a concurrence of two extremes, within ſo 
ſhort a time, hy moſt of the ſame commenders aud 
diſprovers. ö 9 een 
This ſtrange phænomenon began from à tra- 
velled doctor of phyſic, of bold ſpirit and of able 
elocution, who, being returned one of the burs 
pelles, which was not ordinary in one of his coat; 
kl, by a metaphorical alluſion, tranſlated from 


cular defign took vent before-hand ;- a pomt hargly "i 


* 
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his own. faculty, to propound the duke's as a main 
- cauſe of many infirmities in the ſtate, or near that 
pPurpaſe, being ſure enough, of ſeconds, after the 
+ firſt onſet, in the lower houſe. As for any cloſe 
intelligence that they had before-hand with ſome 
iin the higher, though that likewiſe was ſaid, there 
Wants ground to affirm, or believe it more than x 
general conceit ; which perhaps might run of the 
- working of envy ON thoſe that were neareſt 
the object, which we ſee ſo familiar, both in ma. 
tural and moral cauſes. 12 
The duke's anſwers to his appeachments, in 
- number thirteen, were very diligently and civilly 
couched ; and, though his heart was big, yet they 
all favour of an humble ſpirit, one way, equitable 
- conſideration, which could not but poſſeſs every 
vulgar. conceit, and ſomewhat allay the whole mat- 
ter ; that, in the bolting and fifting of near four: 
teen years of ſuch power and favour, all that came 
out could not be expected to be pure, and white, 
and ine meal; but muſt needs have withal among 
it a certain. mixture of padar and bran, in this 
lower age of human fragility. Howſoever this 
75 tempeſt did only ſhake and not rent his ſails: for 
bis majeſty, conſidering that almoſt all his ap- 
; ents were without the compaſs of his own 
; xeign ; and, moreover, that nothing alleged againſt 
him had been, ox could be, proved by oath,according 
to the conſtitution of the houſe of commons; 
which the duke himſelf did not forget in the pre- 
face of his auſwers; and, laſtly, having had ſuch 
experience of bis fidelity, and obſervance abroad, 
where he was chief in truſt, and in the participa- 
tion of all hazards, found himſelf engaged in ho- 
nour, and in the ſenſe of his own natural goodneß, 
to ſupport him at hoine from any farther inquietuds, 
aud too dear buy bis higheſt teſtimonies of dive 
| 0 25 important 
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important imputations, whereof the truth is beſt 
known to his majeſty while he was prince. a. NE 

The ſummer following this parliament, after an 
embargo on our trading ſhips in the river of Bour- 
deaux, and other points of ſovereign affront, therg 
ſucceeded the action of Rheez, wherein the duke 
was perſonally employed on either element, both 
as admiral and general, with hope in that ſervice 
to recover the public good-will, which he ſaw, by 
his own example, might quickly be won and.loit, 
This action found more honourable cenſure, even 
from ſome of the French writers, than it had gene- 
rally amongſt ourſelves at home; as, touching the 
duke's own deportment in that ifland, there was 
matter of glory and grief ſo equally diſtributed on 
both ſides, as if Fortune had- meant we- fhould 
quickly be friends again. . 44 1 8 

The duke's carriage was ſurely noble through 
out. To the gentlemen, of fair reſpect; bouuti- 
ful to the ſoldier, according to any ſpecial value 
which he ſpied in any; tender and careful of thoſe 
that were hurt; of unqueſtionable courage in him- 
ſelf, and rather fearful of fame than danger. In. 
his countenance, which is the part that all eyes 


— oe Wc, — 


Je interpret, no open alteration, even after the ſuc- 
n cours which he expected did fail him; but the leſs 
| he ſhewed without, the more it wrought intrinſin 
E cally, according to the nature of ſuppreſſed paſs * : 
ö ſions: for certain it is, that, to his often- mentioned * 
1 ſecretary, doctor Maſon, whom he laid in a pallet 
l near him, for natural ventilation of his thoughts, 

} 


he would, in the abſence of all other ears and eyes, 
break out into bitter and paſſionate irruptions, pro- 
teſting, that never his diſpatches to divers princes, 
nor the great buſineſs of a fleet, of an army, of a 
ſiege, of a treaty, of war, of peace, both on foot 
together, and all of them in his head at a time, did 
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not ſo much break his repoſe, as a conceit, that 
ſome at home, under his majeſty, of whom he 
— Hop deſer ved, were now content to forget 
im. | | | 
Of their two forts, he could not take the one, 
nor would he take the other; but, in the general 
town, he maintained a ſeizure and poſſeſſion of the 
whole three months and eighteen days; and, zt 
the firſt deſcent on ſhore, he was not immured 
within a wooden veſſel, but he did countenance the 
landing in his long - boat; where ſucceeded ſuch a 
defeat of near two hundred horſe (and theſe not, 
by his gueſs, mounted in haſte, but the moſt part 
gentlemen of family and great reſolution), ſeconded 
with two thouſand foot, as all circumſtances well 
palanced on either fide may ſurely endure a com- 
pariſon with any of the braveſt-impreffions in an- 
ttent time. | E ERP 
' In the iſſue of the whole buſineſs, he ſeems 
charged in opinion with a kind of improvident con- 
ſſeience, having brought of that with him to camp, 
-perchance, too much from a court where fortune 
had never deceived him.  Befides, we mult conſi- 
der him as yet but rude in the profefſion of arms, 
3 greedy' of honour, and zealous in tlie 
Cauie. | 4 | 
At his return to Plymouth, a ſtrange accident 
bbeſel him; perchance not ſo worthy of memory for 
itſelf, as for that it ſeemeth to have à kind of pre- 
Iude to his final period. 4 
Lord Goring, a gentleman of true honour, and 
of vigilant affeRions for his friend, ſent to the duke, 
in all expedition, an expreſs meſſenger. with adviſe- 
tent, to aſſure bis own perſon by dechning the or- 
dinary road to London ; for, that lie had credible 
znteilzgence of a plot againſt his life, to be put in 
execution upon him in his ſaid journey towards 
3 215 „„ 
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The duke. meeting the meſſenger on the way, 
read the letter. and ſmothering it in his pocket, 
without the leaſt imaginable apprehenſion, rode 
forward, his company being, about that time, not 
above ſeven or eight in number, and thoſe nao 
otherwiſe provided for their defence than with or- Fe. 
dinary ſwords: | 1 1 
After this, the duke had not advanced three miles 
before he met with an old woman, near a town. in 
the road; who demanded, whether the duke were 
in the company ? and bewraying ſome eſpecial oc- 
caſion to be brought to him, Was led to His horſe- 
fide; where ſhe told him, that, in the very neut 
town where he was to paſs, ſhe had heard ſome 
deſperate men vow his death; and thereupon would 
have directed him about by a ſurer way. © ; 
This old woman's caſual acceſs, joined with that 
deliberate advertiſement which he had before from 
his noble friend, moved him to participate both the 
tenour of the ſaid letter, and all the circumſtances, 
with his company; who were jointly upon con- 
ſent that the woman had adviſed him well. Not- 
withſtanding all which importunity, he reſolved . 
not to wave his way upon this reafon, perhaps 
more generous thau provident, that if, as he ſaid, 
he ſnould but once, by ſuch a diverſion, make his 
enemy believe he were afraid of danger, he ſhould 
never live without. | * 
Hereupon his young nephew, lord viſcount; 
Fielding, being then in his company, out of 2 7 
noble ſpirit, beſought him, that he would, at leaſt, 
honour him with his coat and blue ribbon, tho- 
rough the town, pleading his uncle's life; where 
upon lay the property of his whole family, was, of 
all things under Heaven, the moſt precious unto- 
tim; and. undertaking ſo to geſture and muffle u? 
himſelf in his hood, as: the duke's manner was to | 
e 9; ride 
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ride in cold weather, that none ſhould diſcern him 
from him; and ſo he ſhould be at the more liberty 
for his own defence, At which ſweet propoſition, 
the duke caught him in his arms, and kifled him; 
yet would not, as he faid, accept of ſuch an offer 
from a nephew, whoſe life he tendered as much as 
himſelf;- and ſo liberally rewarded the poor crea- 
ture for her good- will. After ſome ſhort directions 
to his company, how they ſhould carry themſelves, 


he rode on without perturbation of his mind. He 


was no ſooner entered into the town, but 4 ſcam- 
Ing ſoldier clapt hold of his bridle, which he 


— thought was im a begging, or (perchance ſomewhat 
wWorſe) in a drunken faſhion; yet a' gentleman of 


His train that rode a pretty diſtance behind him, 
conceiving by the premiſes it might be a beginning 
of ſome miſchievous intent, ſpurred up his horſe, 
and with a violent ruſh ſevered him from the duke, 
who with the reſt went on quickly through the 
town: neither was there any farther enquiry into 


chat practice, the duke, peradventure, thinking it 


wiſdom not to reſent diſcontentments too deep. 

At his return to the court he found no change 
in faces, but ſmothered murmurings for the loſs of 
ſo many gallant gentlemen ; againſt which his 
friends did oppoſe in their diſcourſes the chance of 
war, together with a gentle expectation for want 
of ſupply in time. But after the complaints in 
parliament; and the unfortunate iſſue at Rheez, 


„the duke's fame fell more and more in obolquy 
among the maſs of people, whoſe judgments are 


only reconciled with good ſucceſſes : ſo as he ſaw 


1 33 that he muſt abroad again to rectify, by his 


ſt endeavour under the public ſervice, his own 


reputation. Whereupon new preparatives were in 
Hand, and partly reparatives of the former beaten 
. ia,” And in the mean while, he was not un- 


mindful 
7 \ 
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mindful in his civil courſe to caſt an eye upon the 
ways, to win unto him ſuch as have been of prin- 
eipal credit in the lower houſe of parliament, ap- 
plying lenitives, or ſubducting from that part 
where he knew the humours were ſharpeſt: amidſt 
which thoughts, he was ſurpriſed with a fatal 
ſtroke, written in the black book of neceſſity. 
There was a younger brother, of mean fortune, 
born in the county of Suffolk, by name John 


Felton, by nature of a deep, melancholy, ſilent, | 


and gloomy conſtitution, but bred in the active 
way of a ſoldier,” and thereby raiſed to the place 
of lieutenant to a company of foot, in the regi- 
ment of Sir James Ramſey. This was the man 
that cloſely within himſelf had conceived the duke's 
death. But what may have been the immediate or 
greateſt motive of that felonious conception, is even 
Jet in che wlouds,” en Lv {1-9 
It. was faid at firſt, that he had been ſtung with 
a denial of his captain's place, who died in Eng- 
land; whereof thus much indeed is true, that the 
duke, before he would inveſt him in the faid place, 
adviſing firſt (as his manner was) with his colo- 
nel, he found him to interpoſe for one Powel, his 
own lieutenant, a gentleman of extraordinary va- 
Jour, and according to military cuſtom, the place 
was good, and the lieutenant of the colonel's com- 
pany might well pretend to the next vacant cap- 
tainſhip, under the ſame regiment. Which Felton 

acknowledged to be in itſelf very uſual and equita- 
ble, befides the ſpecial merit of the perſon. 80 as 
the aforeſaid conceit of ſome rancour harboured 
upon this denial had no true ground. There was 
another imagination, that between a knight of the 
ſame county (whom the duke had lately taken into 
ſome good degree of favour) and che ſaĩd Felton, 
there had been ancient quarzels, not yet well 
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. healed, which might perhaps lie feſtering in his 
breaſt, and by a certain inflammation produce this 
effect. But that carries ſmall probability, that 
Felton would ſo deface his own act, as to make 
the duke no more than an oblique ſacrifice to the 
fumes of his private revenge upon a third perſon, 
__Fherefore-the truth is, that, either to. honeſt a 
deed aſter it was done, or to ſlumber his conſcience 
in the doing, he ſtudied other incentives, alleging, 
not three hours before his execution, to Sir Rich- 
ard Greſham, two only inducements thereof. The 
art} as he made it in order, was a certain libel- 
Jus book, written by one Eggleſtone, a Scottiſh 
Phyffcian, which made the duke one of the fouleſt 


monſters upon earth'; and indeed unworthy not 


anly of liſe in a Chriſlian court, and under ſo vir- 
tuous a king, but of any room within the bounds 
of humanity, if his prodigious predictions had tlie 
leaſtlemblance of truth, The ſecond was, the re- 
monſtrance itfelf of the lower houſe of parliament 
againſt} him, which perchance he thought the 
_ faireſt cover, ſo he put in the ſecond place. What- 
ſoever were the true motives, which none can de- 
termine but the prince of darkneſs itſelf, he did 
thus proſecute the effect. | | | 
-=4n;a; by-cutler's ſhop on Tower-hill, he bought 
a ten penny knife, and the ſheath thereof he ſewed 
to the lining! of his pocket, that, he might at an 
moment draw forth the blade alone with one hand, 
for he had maimed the other. This done, he made 
ſhift, partly as it is ſaĩd on horſeback, and partly on 
foot, 40:get to Portſmouth, for he was indigent aud 
lo in money, which perhaps might have a little edged 


"HUEY his deſperation. At Portſmouth on Saturday, being 


the agel of Auguſt of that current year, he preſſed, 


without any ſuſpicion in ſuch a time of ſo many 


._ , © Pretenders to employment, into an inward chamber, 
| . + 14 - 


$7 where 
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where the duke was at breakfaſt (the laſt of hi7 


repaſts in this world) accompanied” with men of 
uality and action, with Monſteur de Soubes, and 
ir Thomas Fryer. And there, a little befare the 
duke's rifing from the table, he went and ſtood 


ekpecting till he ſhauld paſs through a kind of 


lobby, between that room and the next, where 


were diyers attending him. Towards which paſs 


ſage, as I conceive, ſomewhat. darker than the 


chamber which he voided, while the duke came, 


with Sir Thomas Fryer cloſe at his ear, in the 


very moment as the ſaid. knight withdrew himſelf 


from the duke, this aſſaffin gave him, with a bach 


blow, a deep wound in his left ſide, leaving m 


knife in his body, which the duke himſelf pulling 


out, on a ſudden; effuſion of ſpirits, he ſunk downs 


eee in the next room, and immediately 
ex pir - 4 | a * & Sh 
Certain it is, that, ſome good while before; Sin 


Clement I hrogmarton, a gentleman; then living. 
of grave judgment, had in à private conference 


adviſed him to wear à privy - coat, hoſe council 
the duke received very kindly; but gave him this 
anſwer, that againſt any popular fury, æſhirt off 
mail would be but a: filly defence; and for any 
fingle man's aſſault, he took himſelf to be in no 
er. So- dark 18 deſtiny. | . 


all wonder: That within the ſpace: of not many: 
minutes after the fall of the body, and removal 


thereof into the firſt! room, there was not a living. 


creature in gither of tha chambers, not more than 
x it had lain in the ſands of Ethiopia; whereas 
eommonly, in fach. caſes, you ſhall note every: 


where æ gr-at and ſudden conflux of people: unto- ; 


the place, to hearker and to ſee. Rut it ſfiould 
rem the ver hoxron: of the fact had. ſtupified. alle 
71750 179 "1 curiofity, 


Ono ching in this enormous accident is beyond 
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. curioſity, and ſo diſperſed the multitude, that it is 
thought even the murderer himſelf might have 
. eſcaped (who gave the blow none could affirm) 
if he had not lingered about the houſe below, not 
by any confuſed arreſt of conſcience, as hath been 
ſieen in like examples, but by very pride in his own 
deed, as if in effect there were little difference be- 
tween being remembered by a virtuous fame, or an 
 HMuftrious infamy. Thus died this great peer, in 
the 36th year of his age compleat, and three days 
over, ma time of great recourſe unto him, and 
E 1 upon him; the houſe, and town full 
of ſervants and ſuitors ; his ducheſs in an upper 
room, ſcarce yet out of bed; and the court at that 
time not above ſix or nine miles from him, which 
nad been the ſtage of his greatneſs. T% 
As to any ominous preſagement before his end, 
it is reported, that being to take his leave of my 
Iuord's grace of Canterbury, then biſhop of Lon- 
don, whom he knew well planted in the king's: 
unchangeable affection by his own great abilities; 
after courteſies of courſe had paſſed between them; 
My lord,” ſays the duke, I know your lordſhip 
hath very worthily good acceſſes unto the king our 
ſovereign, let me pray you to put his majeſty in 
mind to be good, as I no ways diſtruſt, to my poor 
wife and children.“ At which words, or at his 
- «countenance-in the delivery, or at both, my lord 
biſhop being ſomewhat troubled, took the freedom 


dio aſk him whether he had never any ſecret abode- 


ment in his mind.! No,” replied the duke, but I 
think ſome adventure may kill me, as well as an- 
other man.“ | lt i e batt 
The very day before he was "ſlain, feeling ſome 
indiſpoſition of body, the king was pleaſed to give 
him the honour of a viſit,” and found him in his 
bed; Where, after much ſerious and private = 
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courſe, the duke, at his majeſty's departing, em- 
braced him in a very unuſual and paſſionate man- 
ner, and in like ſort his friend the earl of Hollaud, 
as if his ſoul had divined he ſhould ſee them no 
more: which infuſions towards fatal ends have 
been obſerved by ſome authors of no light authos 


494 8 the very day of his death, the counteſs of 
Denbigh received a letter from him; whereunto- 
all the while ſhe was writing her anſwer, ſhe be- 
dewed the paper with her tears; and after a moſt 
bitter paſſion (whereof ſhe could yield no reaſon, 
but that her deareſt brother was to be gone) ſne 
fell down. in a ſwoon. Her ſaid letter ended thus 
«© will pray for your happy return, which 1 look 
at with a great cloud over my head, too heavy for 
my poor heart to bear without torment; but 1 
hope the great God of heaven will bleſs you.“ 
he day following, the biſhop of Ely, her de- 
voted friend, who was thought the fitteſt preparer 
of her mind to receive ſuch a doleful accident, 
came to viſit her: but hearing ſhe was at reſt, he 
attended till ſhe ſhould awake of herſelf, which 
ſhe did with the affrightment of a dream. Her 
brother ſeemed to paſs through a field with her, in 
her coach; where hearing a ſudden: ſhout of the 
2 and aſking the reaſon, it was anſwered to- 
ve been for joy that the duke of Buckingham 
was ſick. Which natural impreſſion ſhe ſcarce had 
related unto her gentlewoman, before the biſhop- 
was entered into her bed- chamber for a choſen meſ- 
ſenger of the duke's death. z boos 
ut the moſt remarkable inſtance of all is the 
famous ſtory of the apparition, which. we have 
. from lord Clarendon, 105 e 
There was an officer in the king's: wardrobe 
in Windſor Caſtle, of a * reputation for ho- 
515 | 5 5 3 neſiy 
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. neſipanditiſcretion, and OR the. age of 


or more. | 
This man had in his vighahe bet bred: in a 
| Tahool in the pariſh! where: Sir George Villiers, 
the father of the duke, lived, and had been much 


cheriſned and obliged in that ſeaſon of his age by 


47 faid Sir George, whom afterwards he never 
* Shove fr month before the 3 end of 
the duke of Buckingham, about midnight, this 


ö eee in his bed at Windſor, where his office 


/ 


-__— 


Was, and in very good health, there appeared to 
Him, e his bed, a man of a very ve- 
nerable aſpect, ho drew the curtains of his 3 
e eee him, atked» him if 
knew him. | 
ILY r man; half dead with fear and ap- 

henſion, being aſked the ſecond time, whether 

mbered him, and having in that time called 

to his memory the preſence of Sir George Villiers, 
anch the very cloathis he uſed to wear, in which at 
that time he ſeemed to be habited, he anſwered 
him, mat be thought him to be that perſon; he 
replied, he was in the right, that he was the ſame, 
and that he expected a ſervice from him, which 
was, that he ſhould go from him, to his ood the 
duke! of Biuckingham, and tell . if he did not 
mewhat to ingratiate himſelf to the people, or at 
leaſt to abate tlie extreme malice which they had 
againft- him, he would. be ſuffered te line but a 
mot time. 

After this diſcourſe he 8 and the 
poor man {if he had been at alt waking) ſlept very 
Woll till morning when he believed all this to be 
2 dream, and confidejed it no otherwiſeQ. 

The next night, or ſhortly after, the ſame 
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ct a little more ſevere than before, and aſked, 
— whether he had done as he had required of, 
him; and perceiving he had not, gave him very; 
ſevere reprehenſions, told him he expected more 
compliance from him, and that if he did not per- 
form his commands, he ſhould enjoy no peace of 
mind, but ſhould, always be purſued by him : 
upon which he promiſed him to obey., But the, 
next morning waking out of a good. fleep,. though 
he was exceedingly perplexed with the lively, repre- 
ſentation, of all particulars to his memory, he was 
ſtill willing to perſuade himſelf. that he had only, 
dreamed, and conſidered that he was a perſon at. 
ſuch a diſtance from the duke, that he knew not 
how to find out any admiſſion to his. preſence, 
much leſs had any hope to be believed in What he. 
ſhould ſay; ſo with great trouble and unquietneſs 
he ſpent ſome time in thinking what he Mould do; 
and in the end reſolved to do nothing in the matter. 

The ſame perſon appeared to him the third. 
time with a terrible countenance, and bitterly re- 
proaching him for not performing what he, had 
promiſed to do. The poor man had, by this 
time, recovered the courage to tell him, that in 
truth he had deferred the execution of his com- 
„ conſidering how difficult a thing it 
would be for him to get any acceſs to the duke, 
having acquaintance with no perſon about him; 
and if he ſhould obtain admiſſion to him, he 
ſhould never be able to perſuade him that he was 
ſent in ſuch a manner; that he ſhould at leaſt be 
thought to be mad, or to be ſet on and employed 
dy his own, or the malice of other men, to abuſe 
the duke; and ſo he ſhould be ſure to be undone, 

The perſon replied, as he had done before, 
that he ſhould, never nd, reſt till he ſhould, perform 

8 what 


— 


and about the ſame time of the niglit, with an aſs, * 
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what he had required, and therefore he were better 
to diſpatch it; that the acceſs to his, ſon was known 
to be very eaſy, and that few men waited long for 
him; and for the gaining him eredit, he would tell 
Rim two or three particulars, which he charged 


him never to mention to any perſon living but to- 
the duke himſelf; and he ſhould no ſooner hear 


them but he ſhould believe all the reſt he ſhould 


ſay; and fo repeating his threats, he left him. 
e In the morning the poor man, more confirm- 
ed by the laſt appearance; made his journey to 
London, where the court then was. He was very 
well known to Sir Ralph Freeman, one- of the 
maſters of requeſts, who had married a lady that 
was nearly allied to the duke, and was himſelf 
well received by him. To him this man went, and 
though he did not acquaint him with all the par- 
ticulars, he ſaid enough to let him know there was 
ſomething extraordinary in it ; and the knowledge 
he had of the ſobriety and diſcretion of the man, 
made the more impreſſion on him. He deſired, that 
by his means he might be brought to the duke, in 
uch a place and in ſuch a manner as ſhould be 
thought fit, affirming that he had much to ſay to 
him, and of ſuch a nature as would require much 
privacy, and ſome time and patience in the hearing. 
Sir Ralph promiſed he would ſpeak firſt with. 
the duke of him, and then he ſhould underſtand 
his pleaſure; and accordingly, the firſt opportunity, 
he did inform bim of the reputation and honeſty 
of the man, and then what he deſired, and of all 
he knew of the matter. - PR. 
The duke, according to his ufual openneſs 
and condeſcenſion, told him, that he was the next 
. day early to hunt with the king; that his horſes. 
' ſhould attend him at Lambeth- bridge, where he 
mould land by five of the clock in- the * | 


- 


and if the man attended him there at that hour, he 
would walk and ſpeak with him as long as ſhould 
be neceſſary. 


4 Sir Ralph carried the man with him the next | 


morning, and preſented him to the duke at his 
landing, who received him very courteouſſy, and 
walked aſide in conference near an hour, none but 


his own ſervants being at that hour in that place, 


and they and Sir Ralph at ſuch a diſtance, that they 
could not hear a word, though the duke ſome- 
times ſpoke loud, and with great emotion, which 
Sir Ralph the more eaſily obſerved and perceived, 
becauſe he (kept his eyes always fixed upon the 
duke, having procured the conference upon ſome- 
what he knew was extraordinary. | Y 

- The man told him, in his return over the 
water, that when he mentioned thoſe particulars 
which were to gain him credit (the ſubſtance” 
whereof he ſaid he durſt not impart unto him) the” 
duke's colour changed, and he ſwore he could 
come at that knowledge only by the devit;, - for 
that thoſe particulars. were only known to himſelf 
and to one perſon more, who he was ſure would 
never ſpeak of it. | 4 | 


The duke purſued his purpoſe of hunting, 


but was obſerved to ride all the morning with great 


penſiveneſs and in deep thoughts, without any de- 
light in the exerciſe he was upon; and before the 
morning was ſpent, left the field, and alighted at 
his mother's lodgings in Whitehall, with whom 

he was ſhut up for the ſpace of two or three hours; 

the noiſe of their diſcourſe frequently reaching the 
ears of 'thoſe who attended in the next rooms. 
And when the duke left her, his countenance ap- 


peared full of trouble, with a mixture of anger; 


2 countenance that was never before obſerved: in 
him in any cofverfation With her, towards whom! 


he 
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he had a profound reverence ;- and the counteſs, 


| $ - herſelf. (for though ſhe was married to a private 
6 gentleman, Sir Thomas Compton, ſhe. had been 


created counteſs of Buckingham ſhortiy after her 
ſon had aſſumed that title) was, at the duke's leav- 
ing her, found overwhelmed in tears, and. in the 
higheſt agony imaginable. 
ee Whatever there was of all this, it is a noto- 
rious truth, that when the news of the duke's 
murder (which. happened within a. few months 
after). was brought to his mother, ſhe ſeemed nor 
in the leaſt degree ſurpriſed, but received it as if 
ſhe had foreſeen; is; nor did afterwards expreſs ſuch 
a. degree of ſorrow, as was; expected from fuch a 
mother for the loſs of ſuch a ſon. 

This, ftory, is. related with fome little circum- 
ſtantial difference by ſeveral conſiderable authors, 
+ - agree- in the moſt material parts 

Wo, - 

Fame, though with — privacy, ſays, that the 
Serre token was an inceſtuous, breach of modeſty 
between the duke and a certain lady too nearly re- 
lated to him, which it ſurpriſed the duke to hear 
of; and that as he — he had good reaſons to 
be. ſure the lady would not tell it of * berfelf, ſo he 
thought none but the devil could, tell it befides 
her; and this aſtoniſhed him, ſo that he was. very 
far from Fecalving the manu. os laughing at 
his mellage. 

le took to — 4h eight, years and two- months 
before his death, the lady Catherine Manners, heir 
general to the noble houſe of Rutland, Who, beſides 
2 ſolid addition to his eſtate, brought; him three 
ſons and a daughter, called the lady Mary, his firſt- 
born; bis eldeſt ſon died at nurſe, before his jour- 
ney, to Rheez; and his third, the lord Francis, 
Was born after his. father's death; dan 
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his firſt nor his laſt were participant. of any ſenſe 
of his misfortunes or felicities : his ſecond ſon, now 
duke of Buckingham, was born to chear him on 


his return from that unlucky voyage. 


For theſe ſweet pledges, and no leſs for the un- 


queſtionable virtues of her perſon and mind, he 
loved her dearly, and well expreſſed his love in an 


act and time of no fimulation, towards his end, 


bequeathing her all his manfion-houſes during her 
natural life, and a power to diſpoſe of his whole 


perſonal eſtate, together with a fourth part of his 


lands in jointure; he left his elder brother of the 
ſame wamb a viſcount, and his younger brother ar 
earl; Sir Edward Villiers, his half-brother on the 


father's fide, he either preferred or removed (call 


it how you will) from his ſtep-mother's eye to the 
prefidentſhip ; where he lived in fingular eſtimation 
for his juſtice and hoſpitality ; and died with ag 
much grief of the whole province, as ever any go- 
vernor did (before his religious lady, of ſweetand 
noble diſpoſition), adding .much to his honour, 


The eldeſt of the brethren, and heir of the name, 


was made .a baronet, but abſtained from court, 


enjoying perhaps the greater greatneſs of ſelfs + 


fruition. 

He left his mother a counteſs by patent in her 
own perſon, which was a new leading example, 
grown before ſomewhat rare, ſince the days of 


queen Mary, His. fiſter of Denbigh (that right 


character of a good lady) he moſt humbly recom- 


* 


mended to the queen; who after a diſcharge of | 


ſome French ladies in her. court that were to res 


turn, took her into three ſeveral places of honaur  .. 


and truſt, 


In ſhort, not to inſiſt on every particular branch i 
of thoſe private preferments, hie left all his femaſe 
kindred, of the entire or half blood, deſdending Ag 


1 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
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the name of Villiers or Beaumont, within any near 
degree, either matched with peers of the realm 
actually, or hopefully with earls ſons and heirs ; 
or at leaſt with knights, or doors of divinity, 
and of plentiful condition: he did not much 
frengthen his own ſubſiſtence in court, but ſtood 
there on his own feet, for the truth is, the moſt 
of his allies rather leaned upon him, than ſhoared 
him up. His familiar ſervants, either about his 
perſon in ordinary attendance, or about his affairs 
of ſtate, as his ſecretaries; or of office, as his 
ſteward ; or of law, as that worthy knight whom 
he long uſed to ſolicit his cauſes; he left all, both 
3 good fortune, and, which is more, in good 
bf: me. —_ | 
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" "ARenHBpISHOP OF CANTERBURY» 


LA. D. 1562, to 1633. 


HIS eminent prelate was the ſon of Maurice 

I Abbot; aclothworker, who ſuffered great hard- 
"ſhips for his inviolable attachment to the Proteſtant 
faith in the reign of queen Mary, being perſecuted by 
Dr. Story, an active bigot in thoſe unhappy days. 
He refided at Guildford in Surrey, whete =_ ſon 
5 eorge 
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George was born in the year 1562. He received 
the firſt rudiments of education from Mr. Francis 
Taylor, maſter of the free-grammar ſchool at Guild- 
ford, founded by Edward VI. From thence he 
was removed to Baliol.college, Oxford. In 1583, 
he was choſen probationer- fellow of that college, 
and having entered into holy orders foon after, he 
became a celebrated preacher. In 1593, he took 
the degree of batchelor. in divinity, and in 1 597 
that of doctor. The ſame year he was likewiſe 
elected maſter of Univerſity- college. 8 

It was about this time that a diſagreement aroſe 
between our young divine and the famous William 
Laud, his ſucceſſor in the metropolitan chair. 
They very early conſidered each other as rivals; 
and Laud having advanced ſome tenets in his ex- 
ercifes at the univerſity, which favoured the doc- 
trines of the Romiſh church, Abbot publicly 
branded him for a Papiſt ; which was ſo highly re- 
ſented by Land, that their averſion to each other 
laſted for life. . | GS IG 

Ia 1599, Dr. Abbot was made dean of Win- 
cheſter, and the following year he had the honour 
to be elected vice-chancellor of the univerſity of 
Oxford; and he was fo highly approved of, that 
he was choſen a fecond and third time, in the years 
1603 and 1605. The tranſlation of the Bible now 
in uſe was begun by command of king James I. 
in 1604; and Dr. Abbot was the ſecond of eight 
learned divines in the univerſity of Oxford, to | 
whom the care of tranſlating the whole New Teſ- | 
tament (the Epiſtles excepted) was committed, He | 
bkewiſe publiſhed, this year, An Anſwer to Dr. 
Hill's reaſons for upholding Poperr. : 

Upon the death of his firſt patron the ear? of 
Dorſet, in 1668, Dr. Abbot became chaplain to- 

George Hume, earl of Dunbar, and treaſurer of 
1 | Scot» 
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Scotland, with whom he went to that kingdom to 
aſſiſt in eſtabliſhing an union betwixt the churches 
of England and Scotland; and upon this important 

 Tubjeft. he manifeſted ſuch, addreſs, moderation, 
- found. judgment, and learning, that it laid the 
foundation of his future fortune, For king James 
had ſuffered ſo much by the ſpirit and influence 
of. the Preſbyterians in Scotland, that he was deter- 


© _ mined, at all events, to reſtore epiſcopacy ; and 


_ the management of this buſineſs was left to the 
garl of Dunbar, who met with ſo powerful an op- 
poſition to this meaſure, that he was on the point of 
giving it up, when by the ſkilful. conduct of Dr. 
ot, an accommodation was brought. about; 
and biſhops were allowed to form a part of the 
ecclefiaſtical conſtitution of the kirk of Scotland; 
but their powers and privileges were limited by 
Aticles agreed on between the earl of Dunbar and 
the clergy of Scatland, which . were ratified by the 
1 of. chat kingdom. While he was at 
dinburgh, a proſecution was commenced againſt 
one George Sprot, for having been concerned in 
Gowry's * e eight years before. A long 
account of this affair, with a narrative prefixed by 


= | Dr. Abbot, was publiſhed at London, to fatisfy the 
public about this matter, which had hitherto ap- 


peared doubtful and myſterious. In fine, Dr. 
Abbot's Whole conduct in Scotland was highly 
commended. by the king, who after his return 
laced great confidence in him, and began to aſk 
is advice upon affairs of ſtate; and when his ma- 
jeſty was called upon by his allies: to concur in 
the treaty. between, the ſtates of Holland and Spain, 
after conſulting the convocation upon the ſubject, 
he wrote. à letter. to Dr, Abbot, which is ſtill 
extant, requiring his private opinion on the ſame 
R * [4 | 
Boe. | Upon 
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Upon the death of Dr. Overton, biſhop of 
Litchfield and Coventry, the king promoted Dr. 
Abbot to the yacant ſee, and he was accordingly 
conſecrated biſhop of thoſe united ſees in December 
1609. But in little more than a month after, he 
was tranſlated to the ſee of London, which became 
vacant by the death of Dr. Thomas Ravis; aud 
before the ex piration of the year 1610, he attained 
the ſummit of eccleſiaſtical dignity in England; 
for upon the death of Dr. Richard Bancroft, in te 
month of November, his majeſty, as a teſtimony 
of his very great eſteem for our prelate, advanced 
him to the archiepiſcopal ſee of Canterbury. And 
from this time he had a principal ſhare in the 
adminiſtration of government, with the entire ap- 
probation of the people, whoſe eſteem for him was 
equal to his great merit. Vet he never forgot him 
ſelf in his high ſtation, nor appeared to be fond of 
that power which had ſo rapidly fallen to his lot 
before he was fifty years of age. Neither did he 
extend the prerogatives of a primate beyond their 
due bounds ; for he was a man of cool temper and 
moderation in his principles, which diſpleaſed the 
high-church party, who thought the church in great 
danger from the humanity and caridour he ſhewed - 
to thoſe who diſſented from the eſtabliſhment,” But 
regardleſs of the clamours of his enemies, he per- 
ſiſted in one fteady uniform courſe of conduct; 
and when he ſuppoſed the rights of the chureh to 
be really invaded, he maintained them with great 
reſolution, particularly in the caſe of the prohibi- 
tions ſet forth by Sir Edward Coke, againſt the ju- 
riſdiction and authority of the high commiſſion court. 
The archbiſhop's zeal for the intereſts of the 
Proteſtant religion made him a ſtrenuous promoter 
of the marriage between the eleQor palatine and 
the princeſs Elizabeth, king James's daughter ; and 
| 18 the 
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the elector arriving in England at the beginning of 
the year 1612, his grace invited the nobility who 
attended on him to an entertainment at his palace 
at Lambeth, which the elector himſelf unexpectedly 
- honoured with his preſence, as a mark of his great 
reſpect for the archbiſhop. The marriage was 
ſolemnized ſoon after with great ſplendour, the 
archbiſhop performing the ceremony on a ſtage 
erected for the purpoſe in the middle of the royal 
chapel at St. James's. In April, his electoral high- 
neſs left England ; but before his departure he 
made the archbiſhop a preſent in plate, to the value 
of 10001. and as a farther teſtimony of his regard 
for, and confidence in him, he explained to him 
in a private letter the cauſe of his leaving Eng- 
land in diſguſt; which was a refuſal on the part of 
the king to releaſe the lord Grey from his impri- 
ſonment in the Tower, though the elector warmly 
ſolicited it. It appears likewiſe that he was denied 


regarded. ® ; 
It was about this time, that the celebrated 


Hugo Grotius came over to England, to endea- 
vour to give James a more favourable opinion of 
the Remonſtrants, by which name the Arminians 


in Holland then began to diſtinguiſh themſelves, 


It appears, that neither our archbiſhop, nor the 
reſt of the miniſtry, nor even N himſelf, en- 
tertained an high opinion of this great man. 
They looked upon bim as a ſingular man, a pe- 


dant, and partial to the laws, cuſtoms, and man- 


ners of his own country; and Grotius, there- 
fore, had no ſucedſs in his negociation. 1 
6 5 f : 
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In 1613, an event happened, which conſiderably 
diminiſhed that cordial eſteem the king had always 
teſtified for the archbiſhop. The caſe was this: 


the lady Francis Howard, daughter of the earl of 


Suffolk, had been married at thirteen years of age 
to the earl of Eſſex, who being only fourteen, was 
ſent abroad on his travels, the lady remaining at 


home, and frequenting the court. This gave 


Robert Car, viſcount Rocheſter, the king's favou- 
rite, an opportunity of ſeducing the counteſs; 
and having entirely gained her affect ions, upon her 
huſband's return ſhe mſtituted a ſuit againſt him in 
the eccleſiaſtical court, praying to be divorced from 
him, on a charge of impotency. The king coun- 
tenanced this wicked artifice, and our incorruptible . 
archbiſhop could not, by any means whatever, be 
brought over to give his conſent to the divorce. 
The cauſe was tried by a court of delegates, con- 
fiſting -of biſhops and civilians ; and the ſentence 
of divorce was carried by a majority of two biſhops 
devoted to the court. The people loudly exclaimed 


againſt the king for his infamous conduct in this 


affair; and even lord Rocheſter's beſt friends re- 
proached him ſeverely for fuch an act of perfidy 
and baſeneſs. But the king, to ſhew his approba- 
tion of the divorce, cauſed the marriage between 
his favourite and the counteſs of Eſſex to be folem- 
nized ſoon after in thc royal chapel ; and, that the 
counteſs might not loſe her rank, he created the 


lord Rocheſter, ' earl of Somerſet. Vet neither the 


ſanction of James, nor the adulations of a corrupt 
court, could ſtifle the horrors of reflection, which 
were kept alive by the conſtant remonſtrances of 
Sir Thomas Overbury, a moſt worthy gentleman, ' 
and Somerſet's fincere friend. He had uſed his beſt 
endeayour to prevent the fatal match, and failin 


in his laudable deſign, he did not ſcruple to _— 
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this alliance to intemperate luſt on the part of the 


counteſs, who, fired to madneſs at the bad opinion 


conceived of her by the public, inſtigated her new 


"huſband to proceed from one crime to another; 


and by their contrivance Sir Thomas Overbury 
was ſent to the Tower, for a ſuppoſed affront 

offered to the king, in refuſing to go on an embaſly 
to a climate which he knew would not agree with 
his conſtitution. - Having thus ſecured their victim, 

it was not long before the guilty couple cauſed him 

to be poiſoned ; but this murder was charged home 

upon them; they were tried and condemned, but 
pardoned by the king in 1624. However, the diſ- 


FEES of Somerſet was the immediate conſequence ; 
and they both lived obſcure and wretched from this 


3 | 5 
In 1616, the famous Antonio de Dominis, 


archbiſhop of Spalato, took ſhelter in England, 


from the perſecution with which he was threatened 
by the pope, for diſcovering his diſlike both of the 
doctrine and diſcipline of the church of Rome, 
and was very kindly received by king James, who 
directed archbiſhop Abbot to entertain him, which 
he did with generous hoſpitality, till he was other- 
Wiſe provided for by the king. . 
About two years after, the archbiſhop. gave a 
freſh proof of his piety and reſolution in forbidding 
the book of Sports to be read at Croydon, though 
the king had expreſſly ordered. that it ſhould be 
read in all churches and chapels. We ſhall have 
occaſion hereaſter to mention this book of Sports 
as one of the cauſes of the misfortunes of Charles I. 
It may therefore ſuffice to obſerve in this place, 
that certain ſporta and paſtimes were permitted by 
authority on the Sabbath-day, after evening ſer- 


Vize; but being once authorized, it was a natural 
ceonſequence caly to be foreſeen, that the common 
people would not confine them to any particular 


ume 
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time of the day; and accordingly this publication 
occaſioned ſcenes of riot, confuſion, and indecency, 
which diſturbed the order and decorum of the whole, 
day, and gave great offence to all well-diſpoſed, 
devout Chriſtians. ._ OED — 
In 1619, Sir Nicholas Kempe laid the firſt ſtone 
of the hoſpital at Guildford in Surrey, which the 
archbiſhop endowed with lands to the value of 
three hundred pounds per annum, one hundred of 
which is employed in ſetting the poor to work, 
and the remainder for the maintenance of a maſter 
and twelve old men and women; and the 29th f 
October, being the anniverſary of the birth of 
archbiſhop Abbot, is ſtill commemorated at this: 
hoſpital, of which the archbiſhop of Canterbu 
for the time being is viſitor. 
Towards the cloſe of this year, the elector pala- 
tine accepted the crown of Bohemia, which occa- 
fioned great diviſions in the councils of king James. 
Ferdinand, couſin to Matthias, emperor of Ger- 
many, had been elected the year before by the 
intrigues of the court of Vienna, and was crowned 
this year king of Hungary. But the elector pala- 
tine was invited to the throne of Bohemia by the 
free voice of the port and wanted only the pow- 
erful ſupport of the Proteſtant princes to maintain 
his dlefhion againſt Ferdinand. Independent ot 
the intereſts of the Proteſtant religion, it was natu- 
ral to expect that James would powerfully aſſiſt 
his ſon-in-law ; and upon every principle of ſound 
policy he ought to have done it. Theſe were the 
ſentiments of our archbiſhop, who being ill in bed 
at this time ſent his opinion in writing to the 


privy-council. But the majority, who knew the 


daſtardly temper of the king, and that he preferred. 
inglorious eaſe and a forced peace to drawing the 


ſword; even for the. beſt of cauſes, the intereſts of 2 


religion, and the preſervation of the iſſue of his 
OL. III. n loins, 
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loins, adviſed his majeſty not to interfere in this 
matter, becauſe it muſt inevitably produce a war 
with Germany. Thus the poor-eleQor was aban- 
doned ; for the other Proteſtant powers obſerving 
that England would not conntenance him, with- 
held their promiſed ſuccour; and the prince, with 
a ſmall army, being ſurrounded by the Imperialiſts, 
was obliged to hazard the battle of Prague, on the 
18th of November, when he ſuffered a total de- 
feat ; and being cloſely purſued by the enemy, was 
obliged not only to abandon Bohemia, but even 
bis electoral dominions, which the emperor gave, 
together with the electoral title and honours, to 
the duke of Bavaria, a Roman catholick, and a de- 
ſcendant of a younger branch of the family of the 
vanquiſhed palatine. As for James, he was deſpiſed 
in every court of Europe for this baſe deſertion of 
his fon in law; and the honour of England wa; 
ſallied during the remainder of this inglorious 
reign by this ignominious tranſaction. 
From this time, the archbiſhop's health began 


to decline, ſo that he led a retired life chiefly in the 


country ; and in 1622, an' unhappy accident hap- 
pened, which added to his bodily infirmities, by 
the melancholy fate of mind into which it threw 
him. Having made a ſummer excurfion this year 
"to Hampſhire. he was invited by lord Zouch to 
take the diverſion of hunting in Bramſhill-park ; 
when Peter Hawkins, the park-keeper, haſtily run- 


ning amongſt a herd of deer, to bring them up, 


that the company might have the fairer mark, 
the archbiſhop, who was on horſeback, diſcharged 
a barbed arrow from a croſs-bow, which unfortu- 


MY nately ſhot the keeper in the left arm, and he died 


the next day. This misfortune greatly affected 
the ſpirits, and conſequently the health, of the good 
old prelate, who, during the remainder of his 3 
„„en n is e kept 
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kept a monthly faſt on Tueſdays, in commemora- 


tion of the fatal miſchance; and he ſettled an an- 


nuity of twenty pounds for life on the widow. : 
But this misfortune had ftill more afflicting con- 
ſequences, for his enemies endeavoured to lefſen 
him from this accident in the king's eſteem ; bur 
James juſtly obſerved, that an angel might 
have miſcarried in this fort :”* however, they would 
not be thus filenced ; but ſome ambitious prieſts, 
who hoped to be exalted by a change in the archi- 
epiſcopal ſee, repreſented that he had incurred an 
irregularity, and was thereby incapacitated for per- 
forming the office of a primate ; upon which the 
king was under the neceſſity of appointing a com- 
miſſion, which confiſted of ten perſons, of the firſt 
rank, in the church, the law, and the ſtate, to 
_ enquire into this matter. The points referred to 
their decifion were, 1. Whether the archbiſhop was 
irregular (a term in the canon- law) hy the fact of 
involuntary homicide ? 2. Whether that act might 
tend to ſcandal in a churchman ? 3. How his grace 
ſhould be reſtored in caſe the commiſſioners ſhould 
find him irregular? It was unanimouſly agreed that, 
admitting the irregularity (concerning which they 
were divided), he cou!d not be reſtored but by the 
king, and they varied again reſpecting the mode 
of reſtitution. The biſhop of Wincheſter, the 
lord chief juſtice of the King's-bench, and Dr. 
Stewart the civilian, were of opinion it ſhould be 
done by the king alone. The lord-keeper of the 
great ſeal (Dr. Williams, biſhep of Lincoln) the 
biſhops. of London, Kochefter, Exeter, and St. 
David's, were for a commiſſion from the king di- 
reed to the biſhops. Judge Doddridge, and Sir 
Henry Martin, withed it might be done both ways, 
_ that it might be more effectual, and ſerve as a pte. 
cedent, In the end, the king paſſed a pardon and diſ- 
2 G 2- penſation, 
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penſation, by which he affoiled the archbiſhop of all 
irregularity, ſcandal, or infamation, and declared 
him capable of all the authority of a primate. 

But though the archbiſhop was completely re- 
ſtored, he ſeldom aſſiſted at the council after this 
event, the infirmities of an advanced age daily in- 
creaſing upon him. It appears, however, that he 
ſometimes communicated his ſentiments to the king, 
on the meaſures of adminiſtration, with his uſual 

freedom and integrity; for in a letter preſerved by 
Ruſhworth, after having condemned a deſign, which 
was then ſet on foot, of granting a toleration to 
Papiſts, he cenſures the king for his imprudence in 
permitting Charles prince of Wales to go to Spain, 

without the conſent of the council, or the know- 
ledge and approbation of the people; ſenſibly re- 
minding him, that though he had an intereſt in 
the prince as his ſon, yet the people had a greater 
as the ſon of the kingdom, upon whom, next after 
him, their eyes were fixed, and their welfare de- 
pended. And with a prophetic ſpirit he foretells, 
that thoſe who drew him into an action, fo dan- 
gerous to himſelf, ſo deſperate to the nation, would 
not paſs unqueſtioned, nor unpuniſhed. As theſe 
were his ſentiments, it is no wonder he had Buck- 
ingham forhis enemy; but James ſo highly venerated 
his character, that the miniſter in vain attempted his 
diſgrace; for James, in his laſt illneſs, ſent for 

him, and the archbiſhop ſcarcely ſtirred from his 
chamber till he expired. 

The archbiſhop had the honour to ſet the crown 
upon the head of the unfortunate Charles I. but 
this was a matter of mere form, and intended more 
to do honour to the king than the archbiſhop ; for 
it had been a cuſtom, from time immemorial, that 

that primate ſhould perform this ſolemn office. But 
no ſooner was Charles ſeated on the throne, than 


he 
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he countenanced Buckingham's deſign of diſplacing 
the good old archbiſhop, who, if his great age and 
infirmities had been conſidered, was a very impro- 
per object for reſentment. However, the king did 
not love him, and Buckingham deteſted him : it 
was therefore roſolved to remove him from court, 
and a favourable opportunity ſoon-occurred. 

A certain Dr. Sibthorpe having preached a ſer- 
mon at the Lent-aſhzes at Northampton in 1627, 
in which he maintained that the king might im- 
poſe taxes upon the people without conſent of 
parliament,” and that the people were bound in 
conſcience to obey his will and pleaſure ; this doc- 
trine was ſo pleaſing to the king, that he ordered 
the ſermon to be printed, and ſent his directions 
to the archbiſhop to licenſe it; but his grace, having 
peruſed it, abſolutely refuſed, and aſſigned his rea- 
ſons. The ſermon. was afterwards licenſed by the 
biſhop of London ; and the ſecretary of ſtate, lord 
Conway, made the archbiſhop a viſit, and fignified 
to him his majeſty's pleaſure, that he ſhould retre 

to Canterbury. But having at this time a law-ſuit 
depending againſt the corporation, he requeſted 
leave to withdraw to Ford, about five miles beyond 

Canterbury, which was granted; and in the month 
of October in the ſame year, the king ſued a a 
commiſſion to the biſhops of London, Durham, 
Rocheſter, Oxford, and Bath and Wells, 'empows 
ering them to execute the archiepiſcopal authority, 
and aſſigning as the ſole cauſe, that the archbiſhop 
could not at that time attend thoſe ſervices perſo- 
nally, which were proper for his cognizance and 
direction. But the policy of the court would not 
ſuffer the archbiſhop to remain long in this ſtate 
of ſequeſtration and confinement, for he was h- 
loved by the people ; and the king being in want 
of money, it was neceſſary to call 'a parliament, 
| | 8 and 
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and to reſtore his grace to the full poſſeſſion of his 
authority and juriſdiction, on account of his in- 
tereſt with the repreſentatives of the people. He 
Was accordingly ſummoned to parliament, and the 
commiſſion of ſequeſtration was revoked. But the 
intereſt of Laud, then biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
became ſo powerful at court about this time, that 
the archbiſhop totally withdrew, perceiving he was 
an unwelcome gueſt ; and the laſt conteſt he had 
With his rivals and ſucceſſors in court-favour, was 
upon the following occaſion. : 
Laud drew up certain inſtructions to anſwer the 
-. purpoſes. of the high-church party, which were 
ttanſmitted to the archbiſhop, under the pompous 
title of, His Majeſty's Inſtructions to the moſt 
Reverend Father in God, George, Lord Arch- 
- biſhop of Canterbury,“ containing certain orders to 
be obſerved and put in execution by the ſeveral 
bhiſhops in his province. His grace communicated 
them to his ſuffragan bithops,” but in ſeveral re- 
ſpects he endeavoured to ſoften their rigour, as 
they were conttived to enforce the particular no- 
tions of . party in the church, which 


— 


the archbiſhop conſidered as à hardſhip on thoſe 
ho made the fundamentals of religion their ſtudy, 
dnd were not ſo zealous for forms. His conduct 
upon this and other occaſions was reſented by the 
bing, and upon the birth of his ſon Charles, after- 
Wards Charles II. Laud had the honour to baptize 
bim. Aﬀter this we hear no more of our archbiſhop 

-till Auguſt. 1633, when being worn out with cares 
and, bodily infirmities, he died at Croydon. His 
remains were buried in the church dedicated to 
the Holy Irinity at Guildford, where a ſtately 
monument was erected over the grave, with 
his effigies repoſed thereon in his archiepiſcopal 
| | c 
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He ſhewed himſelf, in moſt circumſtances of his 
life, a man of great moderation to all parties, and 
was defirous that the clergy. ſhould attract the 
eſteem of the laity by the ſanctity of their manners, 
rather than claim it as due to their function. His 
principles and conduct, however, not ſuiting the 
diſpoſitions of ſome writers, they have thought 

roper to make many ſevere refleQtions on both. 
Fuller, in his Church Hiſtory, ſays, that he for- 
fodk the birds of his own feather to fly with others, 
generally favouring the laity more than the clergy, 
in cauſes that were brought before him.” Mr. John 
Aubrey, having tranſcribed the inſcription on the 
archbithop's monument, adds, Notwithſtanding 
this moſt noble character tranſmitted to poſterity, 
he was, though a benefactor to this place, no friend 
to the church of England, whereof he was head, 
but ſcandalouſly permitted that poiſonous ſpirit of 

uritaniſm to ſpread over the. whole nation by his, 
indolence at leaſt, if not connivance and encou- 
ragement, which ſome years after broke out, and 
laid a flouriſhing church and ſtate in the moſt 
miſerable ruins; and which gave birth to thoſe 
principles, which, unleſs rooted out, will ever make 
this nation unhappy.” The carl of Clarendon 
has drawn the following picture of this worthy 
prelate : 4 Abbot conſidered the Chriſtian Religion 
no otherwiſe than as it abhorred and reviled Popery, 
and valued thoſe men moſt who did that moſt fu- 
riouſly. For the {tri obſervation of the diſcipline 
of the church, or the conformity to the articles or 
canons eſtabliſhed, he made little enquiry, and took 
leſs care; and having himſelf made a very little 
progreſs in the ancient and ſolid ſtudy of divinity, 
he adhered only to the doctrine of Calvin; and for 
his fake did not think fo ill of the diſcipline as he 
- ought to have done. But if men prudently forbore a 
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public reviling and railing at the hierarchy and 
eccleſiaſtical government, let their opinions and 
Private judgment be what it would, they were not 
only ſecure from any inquiſition of his, but accep- 
table to him, and at leaſt equally preferred by him: 
and, though many other biſhops plainly diſcerned 
the miſchiefs which daily broke in, to the preju- 
dice of religion, by his defects and remiflnefs, and 
prevented it in their own dioceſes as much as they 
could, and gave all their countenance to men of 
other parts and other principles; and though the 
bithop of London (Dr. Laud), from the time of his 
authority and credit with the king, had applied all 
the remedies he could to thoſe defections, and from 
the time of his being chancellor of Oxford had 
much diſcountenanced and almoſt ſuppreſſed that 
ſpirit, by encouraging another kind of learning and 
practice in that univerſity ;-yet that temper. in the 
archbiſhop, whoſe houſe was a ſanctuary to the 
moſt eminent of that ſactious party, and who li- 
cenſed their moſt pernicious writings, left his ſuc · 
ceſſor à very difficult work to do, to reform and 
reduce a church into order that had been ſo long 
neglected, and that was fo filled by many weak 
and more wilful churchmen.” The complexion 
of this noble author accounts for his prejudices 
againſt our archbiſhop ; but the candour of Dr. 
Wellwood has enabled him to do juſtice to the 
merit and abilities of our prelate. e 
Archbiſhop Abbot,” ſays Well wood, was 
a perſon of wonderful temper and moderation, and 
in all his conduct ſhewed an unwillingneſs to 
ſtretch the act of uniformity beyond what was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the peace of the church, or 
the prerogative of the crown, any farther than 
conduced to the good of the ſtate. Being not 


'well-turned for a court, though otherwiſe of conſt - 
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derable learning and genteel education, he eithe® 
could not, or would not, ſtoop to the humour of 
the times; and now and then, by an unſeaſonable 
ſtiffneſs, gave occaſion to his enemies to repreſent 
him as not well inclined to the prerogative, or too 
much addicted to a popular intereſt; and therefore 
not fit to be employed in matters of government.“ 

Archbiſhop Abbot acquired a moderate ſhare, of 
reputation by his-theologicaland polemieal writings, 
but being upon ſubjects chiefly temporary, they are 
of little account at preſent; except the two fol- 

. lowing : 

Duefliones fex, totidem prelectionibus in Schola 
Theologica Oxoniæ, pro forma habitis, diſcuſſæ & diſ- 
ceptatæ, anno 1597, in quibus e ſacra Scriptura © . 
Patribus, quid ſtatuendum fit definitur, Oxoniæ 1598, 
Francefurti 1616, 410. nee 

Expoſition on the prophet Jonah, in certain ſer- 
mons preached in St. Mary's church, Oxfoid ; 
London, 4to, 1602. | y 1 

We ſhall conclude, with reminding the reader, 
that the archbiſhop had a brother likewiſe in the 
church, whoſe name was Robert, who roſe to be 
biſhop of Saliſbury, and died in 1617; equally - 
eſteemed for true piety, moderation, and candour,. | 
and whoſe theological works are held in greater” 
eſteem than thoſe of the archbiſhop, as they are 
more general ſubjects, and he was allowed to be 
the deepeit ſcholar of the two. 1.35.53 d 


* % Authorities. Heylin's Life of Archbiſhop- 
Abbot. Winwood's Memorials. - Fuller's Church 
Hiſtory. Ruſhworth's Collections. Clarendon's. 
Hiſtory of the Rebellion. Wellwood's Memoirs. 
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ens Cesar Jverien of EXGLAND. 
(A. D. 1550, to 163 4.) 


. I S. celebrated lawyer was fon to Robert 
Coke, Eſq; and was born at his father's ſeat 
at Mileham, in the county of Norfolk, in the year 
1550. At ten years of age, he was ſent to the 
free-ſchool at Norwich ; and from thence removed 
0 Trinity-college;.in Cambridge. He remained 
an the unixerſity about four years, and went from 
hence to Clifford's Inn in London; and, the year 
after, was entered a ſtudent of the Inner Temple. 
David Lloyd tells us, that the firſt occaſion of his 
- Tſe, was bis ſtating of the Cook's caſe of the 
Temple fo exactly, —— all the houſe, who were 
-  puazled with it, admired him and his pleading it 
Jo, that the whole bench took notice of him. He 
was called to the bar at fix years ſtanding, which 
ein that age was held very extraordinary. He has 
_-+bimfelf informed us, that the firſt cauſe he moved 
in the King's-bench was in Trinity-term, 1578; 
when he was council for Mr. Edward Denny, 
vicar of Northlinham, in the county of Norfolk, 
in an action of Scandalum magnatum, brought againſt 


| him * Fury lord Cromwell, This was a re- 
wy markable 
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markable cauſe, an account of which may be found 
in our Author's Reports. | 5 
About this time he was appointed reader of 
Lyon's Inn, in which office he continued three 
vears; and his learned lectures were much reſorted 
to, and applauded. His reputation inereaſed very 
faſt, and he came into great practice: and when 
he had been at the bar about ſeven years, he mar- 
ried Bridget, daughter and co-heireſs: of John 
Paſton; Eſq; a lady of one of the beſt families in 
the county of Norfolk, and who brought him thirty 
thouſand pounds.” lte | 
After this marriage, by which.he became allied 
to ſome of the nobleſt houſes in the kingdom, he 
began to riſe very fait. The cities of Coventry 
and Norwich choſe him their recorder; and he 
was engaged in all the great cauſes in Weſtminſter- 
hall. He was alſo in high credit with the lord- 
treaſurer Burleigh, and was frequently conſulteti 
in the queen's affairs. His large eſtate, and his 
great credit in his 3 as well as at court, re- 
commended him to the freeholders of his county, 
by whom he was choſen knight of tlie ſhire; and 
in the parliament held in the 33th of Elizabeth, 
he was choſen ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, 
being at that time the queen's folicitor, which. was 
beſtowed: upon him in 1592; and, ſoon after, he 
was appointed attorney- general. r 
dome time after this, Mr. Coke loſt his wife, by 
whom he had ten children; but he afterwards paid -_ 
his addreſſes to another lady of great fortune and 
quality. T his was the lady Hatton, reli&: of Sir 
Wiltam Hatton, and ſiſter to Thomas lord Bur- 
leigh, afterwards earl of Exeter. But this nec 
marriage, however honourable and advantageous it 
might appear to be, made no addition to Coke's 
domeſtic telicity ; on the contrary, as: he and his 
tern | G 6 lady 
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lady were frequently on very ill terms with each 
other, it proved a ſource of much unhappineſs, 
Indeed, the very celebration of their marriage oc- 
caſioned no ſmall noiſe and diſquiet, by an un- 
lucky accident that attended it. There had been 
in the ſame year, 1598, ſo much notice taken of 
irregular marriages, that archbiſhop Whitgift had 
-fignified to the biſhops of his province, that he ex- 
pected they ſhould be very diligent in cauſing all 
fuch perſons to be proſecuted as were guilty of any 
b 1 in the celebration of marriage, in point 
of time, form, or place. But whether it was that 
Mr. Coke looked upon his own and the lady's 
quality, and their being married with the conſent 
of the family, as ſetting them above ſuch reſtric- 
tions, or whether he did not advert to them, cer- 
taĩn ĩt is, that they were married in a private houſe, 
without either banns or licence. Upon which, 
Mr. Coke and his new- married lady, Mr. Henry 
Bothwell, rector of Okeover, in the county of 
Rutland, Thomas lord Burleigh, and ſeveral other 
perſons, were proſecuted in the archbiſhop's court , 
ut upon their ſubmiſſion by their proxies, they 
were abſolved from excommunication, and the 
penalties conſequent upon it; becauſe, ſays the re- 
cord, they offended not out of contumacy, but 
through 333 of the law in that point. 
The affair of moſt importance, in which as 
attorney-general he had a ſhare in the reign of 
Elizabeth, was the proſecution of the earl of Eſſex, 


3% againſt whom he pleaded with great acrimony, In 


> May, 1603, he was knighted by king James; and 
in November the ſame year, he managed the trial 
of Sir Walter Raleigh at Wincheſter, to which 
eity the term was adjourned on account of the 

Plagne being at London: but he inveighed againſt 


that great and brave man with ſuch bitterneſs, in- 
BU ſolence, 
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ſolence, and cruelty, and with ſo much ſeorrility 
of language, as greatly leſſened him in the general 
opinion of the world. | 

Sir Edward Coke, however, ſoon after obtained 
great credit by the ſagacity and vigilance which he 
diſcovered in unravelling all the dark ſcenes of that 
remarkable inſtance of the bloody and vindictive 
ſpirit of Popery, the gunpowder- plot; and by his 
admirable management of the evidence againſt Sir 
Everard Digby, and the reſt of the conſpirators 
tried at Weſtminſter on the 27th of June, 1605, 
and at the trial of Henry Garnett at Guildhall, 
on the 28th of March following; on both which 
occaſions he gave the moſt convincing proofs of 
his extenſive capacity, quick penetration, and ſolid 
judgment; ſo that Cecil, earl of Saliſbury, ob- 
ſerved in his ſpeech upon the laſt trial, that the 
evidence had been ſo well diſtributed and opened 
by the attorney -general, that he had never heard 
ſuch a maſs of matter better contracted, nor made 
more intelligible to the jury. This appears to 
have been ſo true, that many now eſteem this 
laſt ſpeech to be Sir Edward Coke's maſter-paece. 

On the 27th of June the ſame year, he was ap- 
pointed lord-chief-juſtice of the Common-plkeas. 
And the motto which he gave upon his rings, 
when he was called to the degree of ſerjeant, in 
order to qualify him for this promotion, was, Lex - 
eſt tutiſſma caſſis ; i. e. the law is the ſafeſt helmet. 
When he had held this poſt for ſeven years with 

great reputation, he was, on the 25th of October, 
1613, made lord-chief-juſtice of the King's -· bench; 
and on the 4th of November was ſworn of his 
majeſty's privy- council. ADs Ts 
dir Edward Coke's profound ſkill in the common 
law enabled him to diſchage the duties of his 
important ſtation with eminent ability. on — 
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bench he was above corruption; and had this ſay- 
ing frequently in his mouth, that a judge ſhould 
neither give nor take a bribe. And though, whilſt 
he held the poſt of attorney-general, he had been 
too ready to countenance and ſupport the deſpotic 
meaſures of james and his e yet, now he 
was advanced to the dignity: of lord- chief. juſtice, 
the court found him, in ſeveral inſtances, no friend 

to arbitrary will and pleaſure, or to the preroga- 
tive, as it was called; but reſolutely bent to main- 


Nin the integrity and honour of his poſt. 


In 1644, Mr. Peacham, a clergyman, was ac- 
euſed of inſerting in a ſermon ſeveral paſſages ac- 
counted treaſonable, for it ſeems they reflected on 
the miniſtry, but in a ſermon never preached, nor 
ever intended to be made public. The king, who 
was beyond meaſure jealous on this head, fearing 
the man might either be acquitted on his trial, or 
not condemned to a-capital-puniſhment, had or- 
dered his attorney- general, Bacon, to found the 
zudges before - hand, and gather their opinions ſe- 
eretly and apart. But the lord-chief-juſtice Coke 
abſolutely refuſed to declare his; looking on this 
auricular taking of opinions, for ſo he named it, 
as not according to the cuſtoms of the realm, but 
new, and of pernicious tendency. It was, indeed, 
directly contrary to his own ſound maxim, that he 
. was a judge in a court, and not in a chamber. 
But, notwithſtanding this, it appears that Mr. 
Peacham was tried and convicted of high treaſon. 
In a cauſe of the biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, 
to whom the king had granted a-vacant church in 
- commendam, Sir Edward Coke alſo behaved with 
honeſty and firmneſs, and made it evident, that he 
knew that a judge ought neither to be flattercd nor 
menaced out of his integrity. Serjeant Chiborne, 
Who was council againſt the -bithop, in WIPE 
Hor | 0 
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the caſe, had maintained ſeveral poſitions, reckoned 
prejudicial and derogatory to the king's ſupreme 
and imperial power, which was affirmed to be diſ- 
tin& from, and of an higher nature than, his ordi- 
nary authority. Informed of this, James, by his 
attorney-general Bacon, ordered his judges to ſtay - 
farther proceedings. in that bufineſs, till they had 
conſulted with him. The judges aſſembled, and 
unanimouſly agreed, that they could not obey this 
order; that the letter they had received was con- 
trary to law; that, by their oath and the duty of 
their places, they were not to delay juſtice; that 
they ſhould thetefore proceed in the cauſe at the 
time fixed: and of this they certified the king in a 
writing under all their hands. Upon this remon- 
ſtrance, he wrote them an angry letter, and peremp- 
torily commanded them to ſtay all proceedings, 
till his return to London. They were then ſum- 
moned before the council, and tharply reprimanded 
for ſuffering the popular lawyers to queſtion his 
prerogative; which was repreſented as ſacred and 
tranſcendent, not to be handled or mentioned in 
vulgar argument. At laſt, raiſing his voice, to 
frighten them into ſubmiſhon, he put this queſtion 
to them ſeverally : If, at any time, in a caſe de- 
pending before the judges, he conceived it to con- 
cern. him either in profit or power, and thereupon 
required to conſult with them, and that they ſhould 
ſtay proceedings in the mean time, whether they 
ought not to ſtay them accordingly ? They all, the 
chief-juſtice only excepted, acknowledged it their 
duty to do ſo. His anſwer deſerves to be for ever 
remembered: That when ſuch a caſe happened, 
he would do that which ſhould be fit for a judge 
to do.“ 1 N 92 
About this time, Sir Edward Coke, having de- 
termined a particular caſe at common law, the 
18 plain 
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_ plaintiff, who thought himſelf injured, would not 
abide by his decifion, but applied to chancery for 
relief, where the defeudant refuſed to appear, dif- 
claiming the authority of that court; in which he 
was ſupported by the chief-juſtice, who threatened 
the chancellor with @ premunire, grounded on a 
ſtatute made in the 27th year of Edward III. for 
thus invading the limits of his juriſdiction. The 
King, who thought his prerogative ſtruck at anew 

in chis attack on the court of his abſolute power, 
das Bacon ſtyled it, had the matter examined before 
the council, who cenſured the chief- juſtice Coke 
for What he had done. Nor is this to be wondered 
at, as they knew the diſpoſition of the king, from 
the hints he let fall in a ſpeech he made upon this 
occaſion in the Star- chamber court. The my- 
ſtery, ſays James, of the king's power is not 
lawtul-to be diſputed ; for ſuch a difpute ſeems to 

weed into the weakneſs of ſovereigns, and dimi- 

niſhes the myſtical reverence of thoſe that fit on 

the throne of God.” And he added the following 
advice to the judges: © Keep yourſelves within 
compaſs, give me my right of private prerogative, 

I ſhall acquieſce. As for the. prerogative of the 

crown, it is not for a lawyer's tongue, nor lawful 

to be diſputed. It is Atheiſm to diſpute what God 
can do, his revealed will ought to content us; ſo 

It is contempt in a ſubject to diſpute what a king 

can or cannot do. The law is his revealed will.“ 

1a ſhort, the fame man, who in his firſt ſpeech to 

His parliament, after his acceſſion, declared himſelf 

to be only the chief ſervant of the ſtate, made his 

- whole inglorious reign one continued ſtruggle for 

arbitrary power, diſputing every inch of ground 
with his ſubje&s, when they contended for their 
legal rights, againſt his idle claims of prerogative, 

and at the fame time ſuffering the honour as * 
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the rights of his crown to be inſulted in foreign 
countries, not only by the natural enemies of 
England, but even by her allies; not daring to 
puniſh the moſt flagrant acts of depredation, in- 
juſtice, and cruelty, committed by foreigners on the 
perſons and effects of his ſubjects, while he pro- 
ſecuted at home, with unremitted rigour, - thoſe 
who preſumed to limit or controul his royal will 
and pleaſure, by making it ſubmit to the laws of 
the land. | 
In 1615, Sir Edward Coke was concerned in 
the judicial proceedings againſt the murderers of 
Sir Thomas Overbury, in which affair he exerted 
himſelf, and as ſome thought in a manner highly 
to be applauded ; but his enemies, who were nu- 
merous, and had formed a defign to mortify him, 
took occaſion, from ſome circumſtances, to repre» . 
ſent him in an unfavourable light, both to the king 
and to the people. Many things concurred at this 
time to haſten Sir Edward Coke's . diſgrace, and 
different cauſes are aſſigned for it by different 
writers. | His conduct, in his judicial capacity, 
had upon many occaſions been very unfavourable - 
to the policy py king James's court; and he had 
bhewide.: highly offended the new favourite, -Sir 
George Villiers, afterwards duke of Buckingham. 


The author of the notes on Wilſon's Life of 


King James, publiſhed in Kennet's Complete 
_ of England, obſerves, That Sir Edward 
Coke loſt the king's favour, and ſome time after 


bis place, for letting fall ſome words upon one of 
the trials, importing his ſuſpicions that Overbury 
had been poiſoned to prevent the diſcovery of an- 
other crime of the ſame nature, committed upon 
one of the higheſt rank, whom he termed, a ſweet 
prince, which was taken to be meant of prince 


But 


Henry.“ ä | Ve 
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But whatever were tlie ſecret cauſes of his fall, 


GS manner of zt was to the laſt degree humiliating, 


and ſhews how obnoxious he had made himſelf to 
adminiſtration; for, in an unprecedented manner, 
he was obliged to kneel before the privy-counci! at 
--Whitehall, on the 20th of June, 1616, and ſeve- 
ral vague accuſations were preferred againſt him by 
. Yetverton, the ſolicitor general, importing, amongſt 


other things, ** ſpeeches of high contempt uttered - 


in the ſeat of juſtice, and uncomely and undutiful 
carriage in the preſence of his majeſty, the privy- 
council, and the judges.” It muſt likewiſe be re- 
_ membered, that he had a powerſul enemy in Sir 
Francis Bacon, who had been raiſed to the dignity 
of lord chancellor the preceding month, and now 
took an opportunity at once to recriminate on his 
vid antagoniſt, and to ſhew his zeal in the cauſe 
of his royal maſter, wham Coke had offended. 
Ihe lord-chief-juſtice,' in a moſt learned and 
apright manner, exculpated himſelf from the ſeve- 


rat charges brought againſt him, in ſupport of 


which no evidence whatever was tendered ; but his 
removal being predetermined, he was brought a 
ſecond time to the council-board, when Winwood, 
one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, informed him, that 

the king had decreed, firſt, That he ſhould be ſe- 


gqueſtered from the council-table, until his ma- 


eyes pleafure ſhould be farther known. Secondly, 
That he ſhould forbear te ride his ſummer-circuit 
as juſtice of the affize. 'Thirdly, That during this 
vacation, while he had time to live privately, and 
diſpoſe himſelf at home, he ſhould review his books 
of Reports; wherein, as his majeſty was informed, 


were many extravagant and exorbitant opinions, 


ſet down and publithed for poſitive and good law. 
And, having corrected what in his diſcretion he 


found meet in theſe reports, it was his . 
1 ; N P ea. 
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pleaſure, that he ſhould bring the ſame privately 
to himſelf,” that he might conſider thereof, as in 
his princely judgment ſhould be found expedient. 
Among other things, the king diſliked the title of 
thoſe books, wherein Coke ſtyled himſelt lord- 
chief-juſtice of England; whereas he could chal- 
lenge no more, as it was alleged, than lord-chief- 
' juſtice of the King's-Bench. Sir Edward fub- 
mitted himſelf to his majeſty's commands ; yet, on 
the 3d of October, he was cited before the lord- 
chancellor, who in an imperious manner forbade 
him Weſtminſter-hall, and alſo ordered him to 
anſwer ſeveral exceptions againſt his Reports. The - 
following month, the king diſmiſſed him from his 
office of lord=chief-juſtice 3 and Sir Francis Bacon 
was greatly cenſured, not only for having promoted 
his fall, but for inſulting him after it, by illiberal 
reproaches unworthy the gentleman, the philoſo- 
pher, and the ſcholar, in a kind of remonſtrance 
reſpecting his former conduct, ſoftened by the title 
of“ an Admonitory Letter. The whole of this 
letter, in which the pique of a rival is diſcernible 
in every line, is printed in the Supplement to the 
Cabala. 13 «2+ 
The pretexts for the removal of Sir Edward 
Coke were fo frivolous, that he ſuffered no diſ- 


grace from it in the eyes of the people; and if he 


had ſhewn that noble fortitude and ſteadineſs upon 
the occaſion, which the publick had a right to ex- 
pect from a man of his learning and integrity, he 
might have ranked in the liſt of ſuffering patriots, 

whoſe virtues could not be endured in the palaces 
of weak deſpotic princes. But unfortunately, either 
from a love of power, or more probably with a 
view of triumphing once more over the chancellor, 
whoin he had foiled in court-policy at their outſet 
in lite, he was perſuaded to take a mean ſtep to 
TEES | | recover 
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recover the king's favour, and to be reſtored to his 


. | 
While he was chief-juſtice, he had refuſed to 
give his davghter in marriage to Sir John Villiers, 
brother to the duke of Buckingham, and had even 
treated the propoſal with great contempt; but now 
he ſubmiſſively intreated the ſame perſon to honour 
him with this alliance, and employed ſecretary 
Winwood, who had pronounced his ſentence of 
diſgrace, to expreſs his concern for what had for- 
merly dropped from him, with regard to his bro- 
ther, and to ſolicit the favourite to promote the 
match; which accordingly took place, but not 
without ſome difficulty; for lady Hatton, Sir Ed- 
ward Coke's wife, reſenting her huſband's attempt 
to diſpoſe of her daughter without her conſent, 
carried away the young lady, and lodged her at the 
houſe of one of her relations. Upon this, Sir 
Edward wrote immediately to Buckingham, to pro- 
cure a warrant from the privy-council to reſtore his 
daughter to him; but before he received an anſwer, 
diſcovering where ſhe was, he went with his ſons, 
and took her by force, which occaſioned lady 
Hatton to complain in her turn to the privy-council. 
The treaty of marriage now went forward without 
farther obſtruction; and, as a preliminary to its 
concluſion, Sir Edward, by Buckingham's intereſt, 
was re-inſtated at the council-table. Soon after, 
the marriage was ſolemnized with great pomp at 
Hampton- court; but as intereſt was the motive 
with the two brothers, notwithſtanding the lady 
Was accounted a great beauty, it proved a very un- 
happy connection, Sir John Villiers neglecting his 
wife, who recriminated by indulging a criminal 
paſſion for Sir Robert Howard. As for Sir Edward, 
it was obvious that ambition had made him blind 
to all other confiderations ; for having offered to 
1270 Buckingham, 
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Buckingham, that he ſhould make his own terms 
for his brother, they inſiſted upon 10, ooo l. in 
money, and the conveyance of a real eſtate of oo l. 


per annum to Sir John Villiers for his life, beſides 
an annual rent-charge of 2000 marks; by which 
ſettlement, Sir Edward's income was confiderably 

diminiſhed, and the quarrel between him and his 


lady 3 to an open rupture. Many letters, 
which paſſed between them at the time and ſoon 


after their daughter's marriage, are ſtill preſerved, 
which ſhew not only the great animoſity ſubſiſting 


between them, but likewiſe that ſeveral perſons of 
the firſt quality in the kingdom made themſelves 
parties in this domeſtic quarrel ; when, at length, 
the king himſelf taking upon him to adjuſt their 
differences, a reconciliation took place. Sir Ed- 


ward could not be re-inſtated in his office of chief-/ 


juſtice, as the king had diſpoſed of it to another 
perſon ; but he was employed in many affairs of 
importance, and particularly in 1619 he was com- 
miſhoned, with ſeveral others, to confer with the 
- deputies of the States General, concerning the 


differences between the Dutch and the Engliſh: 


Eaſt-India companies. | | | 
In 1621 the king called a parliament, of which 
dir Edward Coke was choſen a member; and he 
now diſtinguiſhed himſelf by a noble exertion of 
his great talents, and of that influence which his 
age and & ain gave him in the houſe of com- 
mons, in ſupport of the rights and privileges of 
parliament, againſt the uſurped miniſterial power 
of the crown. He ſpoke with great warmth againſt 
many of the court-meaſures; and obſerved, that 
the Papiſts were at the root of all the public ca- 
lamities of England,- and that no prohibition of 
the King could ſet aſide the right of parliament to 
enumerate them amongſt their grievances. He 
| 1 obſerved, 


142 THE LIFE OF 


obſerved, that the rights and privileges of parlia- 
ment were a part of the conſtitution, ſubſiſting 
independently of the royal prerogative; that they 
were, in fact, the rights of the ſubject; and that 
no proclamation could be of any force againſt an 
att of parliament. He recommended, that the 
act paſſed in the reign of Edward III. for holding 
a+ parliament every year, that the people might 
have an opportunity to complain of public griey- 

ances; might be enforced. He likewile afferted the 
right of freedom of ſpeech in parliament, and vi- 
gorouſly contended for a committee to enquire into 
the national grievances. 

In conſequence of this ſpirited behaviour, the 
commons began to take the meaſures of admini- 
ſtration into ſerious conſideration, which exceed- 
ingly alarmed the king, who, with his uſual jealouſy 
concerning his prerogative, took great pains to 
prevent any impreſſions that might be made on the 

ple without doors, by the behaviour of Sir 
Edward and others in parliament. 

With this view, he iſſued a proclamation, com- 
manding alt perſons, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
not to intermeddle, by pen or ſpeech, with ſtate 
concernments and ſecrets of empire, either at home 
or abroad, which were not fit themes or ſubjects 
for vulgar perſons, or common meetings.” And 
he even gave his parliament to underſtand, that he 
thought matters of ſtate were above their compre- 
henſion, and ought to be left entirely to his own 

rincely wiſdom. He alſo intimated, that the li- 
| berty of ſpeech claimed by them, as well as their 
other privileges, proceeded from royal grace and 


fayour, which they might be deprived. of at his 


majeſty's pleaſure. It was now high time for the 
houſe of commons to be alarmed in their turn at 


the unconſtitutional language of the king, who was 


ſup- 
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ſupported in his wild notions of the royal prero- 
gative by his favourite the duke of Buckingham. 
Accordingly, the public avowal of doctrines, ſub- 
verſive of the rights of the repreſentatives of the 
people, having given great offence to. the houſe, 
they reſolved- to aſſert their rights; and the follow= 
ing reſolution, being drawn up, and paſſed by a very 
great majority, was ordered to be entered in their 
Journals: . | 

The commons now aſſembled in parliament, 
being juſtly occaſioned thereunto, concerningſundry 
liberties, and franchiſes, and privileges of parlia- 
ment, amongſt others here mentioned, do make 
this proteſtation following. That the liberties, 
franchiſes, privileges, and juriſdictions of parlia- 

ment, are the antient and undoubted birth-right 
and inheritance of the ſubjects of England; and 
the maintenance and making of laws, and redreſs 
of miſchiefs and grievances which daily happen 
within this realm, are proper ſubje&s and matter 
of counſel and debate in parliament; and that, in 
the handling and proceeding of thoſe buſineſſes, 
every member of the houſe of parliament hath, and 
of right ought to have, freedom of ſpeech, to pro- | 
pound, treat, reaſon, and bring to concluſion the | 
lame ; and that the commons in parliament have | 
like liberty and freedom to treat of theſe matters | 
in ſuch order as in their judgment ſhall ſeem fitteſt ; | 
- | 
| 
| 
| 


— 


and that every member of the ſaid houſe hath like 
freedom from all impeachment, impriſonment, and 
moleſtation (except by cenſure of the houſe itſelf), 
tor or concerning any ſpeaking, reaſoning, or de- 
caring of any matter or matters touching the par- 
lament, or parliament-buſineſs ; and that, if any 
of theſaid members be complained of and queſtioned 
tor any thing done or- ſaid in parliament, the ſame 
to be ſhewed to the king by the advice and _ 
0 


— 
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of all the commons aſſembled in parliament, be- 
fore the King give credit to any private informa- 
tion.” | | 

The king, who was in the country when this 


teſtation was made, was ſo enraged at it, that 


he hurried to town, and ſending for the journals 
of the houſe of commons, he imperiouſly tore out 
the proteſtation with his own hand, declaring it to 
be null and void, and ordered his reaſons to be in- 
ſerted in the council- book. He alſo prorogued che 
rhament ; and on the 27th day of December, Sir 
ward Coke, on account of his patriotic con- 
duct in the hauſe, was committed to the Tower, 
his chambers in the Temple broken open, and 
his papers delivered to Sir Robert Cotton and 
Mr. Wilſon to examine. On the 6th of Ja- 
nuary, 1622, his majeſty diſſolved the parliament; 
and the ſame day Sir Edward Coke was accuſed 
before the council of having concealed ſome true 
examinations, in the great cauſe. of the earl of 
Somerſet, and obtruding falſe ones. But theſe 
_ allegations the court could not ſupport by any 
evidence; and therefore could find no pretence to 
detain him in .cuſtody ; and the utmoſt extent of 
miniſterial refentment was obliged to be limited to 
ſtriking him off once more from the liſt of privy- 
counſellors. | 
The nation was now in a flame, being juſtiy 
incenſed againſt the tyrant James, whoſe proceed- 
ings againſt this parliament laid the foundation of 
his ſon's misfortunes ; and he may be ſaid to have 
plunged the dagger into the boſom of Charles, by 
the deſperate: act of tearing out the proteſtation 
from the journals of the houſe of commons. For 
the people now knew what they bad to expect from 
the race of Stuarts, whom they had exalted to the 
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the king himſelf. 3 
Towards the cloſe of the year 1623, Sir Edward 


Coke was placed at the hend of a commiſſion, ap- 
pointing ſundry perſons named therein to go over | 
to Ireland and regulate the affairs of that kingdom, 


* 


which were in great confuſion. The powers granted 
to the "commiſſioners - were very ample, and the 


romotion apprared to be highly honourable for 
5 | ut his friends diſcovering that it was 
only intended to remove him from the ſervice of 


ir Edward; 


bis HRT in parliament. he refuſed to undertake 
this buſineſs, aad was thereby thrown into great 


digrage with the court and the miniſtry, during the / 


remainder of the reign of ſames 1. 


done of England; and they. were not te learn 
that the prince of Wales was, both by nature and 
education, more arbitraxy iu his diſpoſition than 


—— 


898 


The ſame fate attended him when Charles I. 


tame to the throne, whoſe miniſters were ſo ap- 
prehenſive of a powerful oppoſition to be formed = 
under, his influence in the houſe of commons, that 
they. ad it d the new king to take a very unfair 

e his being elected. to ſerve in 


— 


method, o | 
his r After having held employments 
under, the 


treſpaſſing. againſt all the rules of decency 'and 


— 
_— 
- 


government, of the firſt dignity, it was 


cuſtom io oblige him ts ſerve the office of higb- 


9 


menacing him wath a heay 7 fine, in caſe of 
fuſal, 'S | 
the oath, but in yain, for the 


he had often preſided as chiet-juſtice. 


2 - » £ 


complying and inſiſting on a redreſs of grievances, 


before . would Sac vie to carry on the 


Edward made one legal objections ts. 
1 | 25 y were oyer- ruled by 

the judges ; and this great man was how compelled” 

to attend them as high - ſheriff at the aflizes, where 


War, 
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war, which had been declared againſt Spain and the 
emperor of Germany in 1624, they were diſſolved, 
after a ſhort ſeſſion of ſeven weeks; and a ſecond 
Parliament was called in 1626, when the commons 
continuing to- remonſtrate againft the duke of 
Buckingham's adminiſtration, and againſt the king's 
levying the duties of tonnage and poundage Wich. 
ont authority of parliament, this ſecond parliament 
was raſhly diſſolved, without paſhng one act, after 
a ſeſſion of four months. During that time they 
had carried up an impeachment to the houſe of 
lods againſt the duke of Buckingham, and the 
king had begun the firſt act of his own tragedy, 
by caufing Sir Dudley Diggs and Sir John Elliot, 
the two members who carried up the impeachment 
againſt Buckingham, to be committed to the Tower. 
The earl of Briſtol was likewiſe ſent to the Tower 
on the very day the parliament was diſſolved, for 
having exhibited articles of high treaſon in the 
houſe of lords againſt the favourite. 
I heſe meaſures occaſioning general diſcontent 
throughout the kingdom, Charles iſſued a ridicu- 
bous declaration, containing the pretended cauſes 
of his diſſolving the two laſt parhaments ; and at 
the ſame 5 xjp + 2a an order of council, directly 
flying in che face of the conſtitution; for it au- 
. thoriſed the leyying of tonnage and poundage by 
vittue of the yal prerogative. Various other 
ſhameful methods were taken by the king to raiſe 
money for his ſupport without the conſent of par- 
hament, ſuch as the ſale of the  erown+lands, 
loans, and ſhip-money ; of the laſt of which more 
aniple mention will be made in the life of our 
iluſtrious Patriot, John Hampden. With re- 
ſpect tb the loans, it muſt be obſerved, that ſoon 
- after the diſſolution of the qua? ry pate 
the court grew ſo arbitrary, th ſeveral gentlemen 
N mY „ PEnrE 
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were committed to the common gaols of the king-, 
dom, for refuſing te lend the king money; and, 
ſome citizens of note were preſſed for ſoldiers, oa 
the ſame account, | + A 

But all compulſive ſchemes of raiſing ſupplies 
being found ineffectual to anſwer the end propoſed 
by Charles and his miniſtry, which was to-govern 
without a parliament, they ſaw themſelyes under a 
neceſſity of aſſembling a third in March 1628; 
and as it was impoſſible to fall upon any ſtratagem 
to exclude Sir Faward Coke, he was now elected 
knight of the ſhyre for the 2 of Bucks; and 
became as eminent in the houſe of commons, as he 
kad formerly been in Weſtminſter-hall : no mema- 
ber ſpoke more warmly for the redreſs of grievances, 
argued more boldly in defence of the liberty of the 
ſubject, or more firenuoufly ſupported the privi- 
leges of parliament. 2 vn} ; 
At length, the five following gentlemen, whaſe 
names deſerve to be remembered with honour, Sir 
Thomas Darnel, Sir John Corbett, Sir Walter 
Farl, Sir John Heveningham, and Sir Edmund 
Hampden, who had been impriſoned for refuſing 
to pay ſome illegal contributions demanded by the 
king, were determined, at their own expence and 
peril, to aſſert the liberty of the ſubject, and to 
demand their diſcharge, not as a matter of fayour, 
which ſome had fooliſhly done by petition to the 
king, but as their right by the laws of the land 
The trial, of this point was brought on in the court. 
of King's-bench, where the judges refuſed either 
to ſet the gentlemen. at liberty, or to accept good 
bail which was offered for them; Heath, the attor- 
ney-general, inſiſting that the court thould enter this 
general judgment, that no bail could be granted, 
upon a commitment by the king and council.” 
But the judges did not care to carry their compli- 
He dice 
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ance. with. the king's will and pleaſure to ſuch an 
extremity. As for Sir Edward Coke, he diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf upon this occaſion, in the houſe of 
commons, by a moſt learned, elaborate ſpeech, in 
Which he laid the whole ſtreſs of his reaſoning, 
ſays an able hiſtorian, upon one point, that of 
proving, that if freemen of England might be im- 
priſoned at the will and pleaſure of the king, or at 
his commandment, then were they in worfe caſe 
tban bondmen, or villains. - He proved this point 
by à cham of unanſwerable arguments, both from 
reaſon and law.” He then entered upon a deep diſ- 
cuſſion of the principles of the conſtitution in point 
of perfonal liberty; and concluded by ſhewing, that 
no virtuous operations of ſtate could be affected 
hy leaving to ſubjects that jewel which not only 
diſtinguiſhes freemen from ſlaves, but the living 
from the ded. 5 
_ The ſpirited eonduct of Sir Edward influenced 
the majority of the . as it had a ved the judges 
nöt to enter the above-mentioned general judg- 
ment; and it was now reſolved, that ſome new law 
mould be enacted; for the better ſecurity of the 
riglits and privileges of tlie people. But previous 
to bringing in à bill for this porpole, it was 
thought proper to draw up- a declaration of thoſe 
rights and privileges, and to preſent it to the king. 
under the bmination of The Petition of 
Rig he,“ praying, among other particulars, * 1. 
That no loan or tax might be Jevied but by 
conſent of parliament. 2. That no man might 
be inipriſoned but by legal proceſs,” 3. That 
ſoldiers might not be quartered on people againſt 
their Wills. 4. Thatno commiſſions be grant- 
ed for exkcuting martial law.“ Sir Edward had 
a- principal hand in framing” this famous peti- 
Jon, and in adviſing the commons not ,o rely any 
tonger upon the king's ariful promiſes, calculated 
| | w _ 
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to evade giving a direct anfwer. In the dehatcs 
upon this ſubject, he made the following manly, 


nd free remarks: Was it ever known, that 


general words were a ſufficient ſatis faction for pat · 
ticular grievatices ? Was ever a verbal declaration 
of the king ſeſteemed to be} the word of the ſove · 
reign ? When grievances are complained of, the 


parliament is to redreſs them. Did ever the par- 


liament rely on nieſſages? They have ever put 
petitions of their grievances; and the King has ever 
anſwered them. The king's meſſage is very. gra- 


cious ; but what is the law of the realm, that is 
the queſtion? I put no diffidence in his majeſty, | 


but the king muſt ſpeak by record, and in, par- 
ticulars. Did you ever know the king's me ge 
come. into a bill of ſubſidies? All fcceechig Ki | 
will ay, 27 muff 1: ut me, as You did my prece-tfihr, 


1 | 


and you muſt 7165 e [ame confileyce in my meſſ2ges. 
But meſſages o love never caqe 1160 . 4 
Let us put up a petition off right : not that 1 dif- 


truſt the Ei; but that, 
in a partiamentary Way. 
petition of right into a law, and made uſe of a 
variety of artifices to evade it. "The lords ſent 
down propoſitions to the commons, in which the 


prerogative was preſeryed ; and the miniſtry bad an PF: 


opportunity. left of o pteſſing the ſübject, under 


ebe reaſons of ſtate. Sir Thomas Coventry, 


' Jord-kteper of the gfeat-ſeal, aſſured then, that his 
majeſty, had 'commarided him to let them know, 


that he held the ſtatute of Magna Charts, and the 
other fix ſtatutes which had been infiſted on for the 


ſubjeAs liberry, to be all in force; and that he 
would maintain all his ſubjects in the juſt freedom 
of their perſons, and ſafety of their eſtates; that he 
would govern them according to the laws and ſta- 
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tutes of this realm; and that 1 ther mould find as 
much. ſecurity. in bis majeſty's royal word and 
- promiſe, as in the ſtreugth of ny aw they could 
make; ſo that hereafter Ve mould have no cauſe 
fo complain. But this-did not ſuffice; the king 
therefore ſent a meſſage by Mr. ſecretary Cook, to. 
know whether the houſe 38 reſt on his royal 
rd, declared to them by the lord-keeper, which 
* they did, he aſſured them it ſhould be royally 
Dc The commons, however, {till adhered 
Hole laby to their reſolution of having a public 
remedy, as. there had been a public violation of the 
laws, 40d of the liberty of the fubje& ; and ſo by 
their ſpeaker declared to the king, who then re- 
& in a manner not very gracious, by the mouth 
the lord-keeper, that he was content a bill 
d be drawn. for a, confirmation of Magna: 
arta, and the other fix ftatutes, if they choſe that 
but ſo as it might be without addi- 
KB Fe planations.“ Vet the bill. 
Al, MJ: pet Ne Tt: nh lg and the commons were 
likewiſe wrote a letter to the 


of ſtate to rely on the 

4 ow. Aue bing 
Kovuſe of peers, in Heh he declared, * thatewith- 
out the overthrow of the ſorercignty, he could not 
ſufſer the bi of commitment (without Wil 
cauſe) to hed;“ upon which, the! 
wanted to ln, 8. the bill by adding a ſaving clauſe, 
with reipeft te the ſovereign. power, in extraordi- 
IF cales. is, however, was rejected; and 

e two houſes having in the, end agreed, the 
Sb jon of right, now. in the form, 95 21 a_ bill, 25 

Jad the firſt time on the 2d of June, 1628; and 
the king's anſwer was thus delivered to it: The 
king walleth, that right be done according to the 
laws and cuſtoms of the realm ; and that the ſtatutes. 
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a eauſe to complain of any wrong or oppreſſions, 
- contrary, to their juſFrights and liberties ;_ to the 
ſervation whereof he holds himſelf in conſci- 
. ence as well obliged, as of his prerogative.” This- 
anſwer did not ſatisfy the commons, who faw* 
through the evaſion; and the king infiſted, for” 
ſome time, that he would give no other: but, at” 
laſt, upon the petition of both houſes, he gave ano-- 
ther in the-uſual, form, when bills obtain the royeF: 
aſſent: Soit droit fait comme il eft defire, ** Let juſ- 
. tice-be done as it is deſired; and-with-this- they 


2 But though Charles was thus in a matner com- 
pelled to give the royal aſſent to an act for ſecuring 
dhe liberties and property of his ſubjects, he took 
care to ſhew how diſpleaſing the conduct of 5 
Ys 


were content. | 


: Jament had been to him; and, in order to pragget 


any farther moleſtation from this 5 cable 


he ſent a moſſage to the houſe of c 
ſpeaker, Six John Finch, tgagquaifit them, thar tie 
- had fixed a day for pat end to their ſeſſion, 
znd therefore required that they ſhould not enter 
upon any new buſineſs, or lay any aſperſions on 
. the government, or the miniſters. thereof. This 
produced a warm debate, im which Sir John Elliot, 
with his accuſtomed. freedom, threw out ſome re- 
flections upon the duke of Buckingham-; where- 
vpon the ſpeaker roſe, and addteſſed him in theſe 
words: There is à command upon me, that I 
muſt command you not to proceed. A profound 
ſilence, the effect of aſtoniſhment, prevailed in the 
houſe for ſome time; at length it was reſolved into 
à committee of the whole houſe, to take into con- 
&deration. what was to be done upon this extraor- 
, Ginary occaſion; and it was ordered that no mem - 
der ſhould leaye the houſe, on pain of being com- 
- Witted-to the Tower. The ſpeaker, however, de- 
SEM rene 80S firing 


1 - 21 


a 


— 


ons by their ® 


— ———— — — 


| 


„ Tun TIF br 


E to withdraw, had leave foto do; and Nr. 
Whitby being! in the chair, "Sip Edward Coke, for 
"the laſt time, ſtood forth an able' champion in the 
cauſe of his countr 15 and made the following 
_Tpeech, which does. honour to his memory, and 
„may be {aid to have been the legal ground upon 
' which the oppoſition to the meaſures of a deter- 
minod tyrant proceeded. 1 
We have dealt with that duty and moderation 
that never was the like, Rebus | fic Aantibas ; after 
ſuch a violation of the liberties of the ſubje&, let 
vs. take this to heart, In the goth Edward III. 
were they then in doubt in Parhament to name | 
men that miſled the king? They accuſed John de 
8 Jannt, the kmg's ſon, apd Lord Latimer, and 
aq Nevil, for ade ag the king; and they 
to the Tower for it. Now, when there is 
* ſuch a dow 0 of the ſtate, ſhall we hold oor 
- * tongues ? ſhillreanſwet'our duties to God 
and men? 100 he yth pry IV. Parl. Rot. No. 31, 
32, and the lat of - help No. 13, there the 
council are comp kind of, and ate removed from 
the King; : they” mewed up the king, and diſ- 
ſuaded fas from the common good * and why 
are ag retired from that way we were in? 
| WAY ay we not. name thofe"that'are wie Luce 
ok all our evils? In the 4th of Henry III. che 27th. 
of Edward III. and 1th of Richafc IF. the par- 
© Hament moderated the king's pretogatide, and no- 
ching grows to abuſe but this houſe hath power 
; to treat of it. What ſhall we do? Let us paſte 
no longer; if we do, God will not otofer n us. I 
think the duke of Buckingham is the cauſe of all 
- our ORG fertes - and till the King be informed there- 
Of, we ſhall never go out with honour, or ſit with 
- honovr. here; that man is the prievance of all 
_ _ erievarices; let us ſet down the cauſes of all our 
Aalen, and all will refſe& _ him.” 


Fi, yy — ms — 4 Sands co aa Dc Ef. ⁵Ü 1WgW Ae... 


Q 


9% 


| * 4 48 


N 


+ Y » 11 — * | | 
 $1Xx E D WA RD-COKE. 153 
The duke of Bückinghatn furvived this debate 
only two months; but his untimely death made 
no alteration in the king's conduft, who being 
reſolved. to ſtake bis crown in ſupport af illegal 
prero Wes, no man could come into power wh 
was not tainted with the ſame principles; and 
Charles found in Richard lord Weſton, whom he 
created carl of Portland, and promoted to the of- 
fice of lord-hjgh-treaſurer, * Weatweftn eff be . 
Strafford, lord lieutenafit of Ireland, and Willam © * , 
Laud, archbiſhop of Canterbury, ſuch zealous af. 
ſertors of the prerogative,” that they preripitateii 
Him into worſe nieaſures than thoſe” which bad 
been adviſed by Buckingham. For, the patlſamefſt 
meeting again in January, 1629, and proccet 
with more earneſtneſs upon their grievances, * 


ſtead of ſettling the duties of tonnage and poundags 
on the King for liſe, which he cequitgd; Cares 
and his miniſtry loſt all 0 2 K Gun. — 


3 


Action proclaimed war againgthe inhereht right 

of the people of England. The commons havidh;: 
prepated a remonſtrarice againſt the king's cok 

in ordering ſome coſtom-honuſe officers to ſeize the N 
merchandize of Mr. Rolles, for refuſing to pa, 


the duties of tonnage and poundage, watt 
were:ifſned by the privy-countil” for taking 18 
cuſtody nine of their” members who had been the 
moſt active in dtawing up the remotiſtrance, and 
the moſt undutiful, in the opinion of the coutt: 

in their ſpeeches in parliament. Four of them 75 
were brought before the council, and 1 "SN 

1114 


be anſwerable for what they ſaid or did in pA 

ment, they were committed to the Tower, and 

then the cuſfomary (but fatal) expedierit in IH 

reign took plate of CTY the parlament: im- 
mediately after which, proſecutions were ſet Un 

foot agaĩnſt. the nine members in the couit of ft3r<- 

chamber; and as for thoſe who were priſoners 


; 


in the Tower, they were refuſed the benefit of the 
_ . Sabeas corpus, for admitting them to bail; and re. 
Jecting the offers of the miniſtry. to bail them, 
, or to. releaſe them on their: ſubmiſſion, they re- 
mwmained in confinement; and Sir John, Elliot and 
| ame others died in-priſon... , 
lere let it be obſexved, that moſſ of our hiſto- 
Fians, in reaſoning upon. the tragical events of theſe 
| unhappy times, have taken up the conteſt reſpect- 
| ing. who-+ began, the civil. war, the king or the 
| Parliament, at a wrong. period. The true æra of, 
he king's declaration of war againſt his own ſub- 
Jets, and which makes. their riſing · in arms after · 
Wards, appear to be no more than conſtitutional 
Tecrupimation,: is. that of his ſeizing Mr. Rolles's 
tkects, and the commitment. of the members of the 
Wuſe of commons for doing their duty as faithful 
| - __xeprefentatives of the people in parliament, And, 


- Jaxely, no man who has a drop of patriotiſm in his 
blood, can heſitate . _harles I. ry 
an inhumantyrant,: en Re andas it upon record, 
that virtyous repreſentatives of the moghs, Who 
refuſed to betray their truſt, either by giving up 
their rights, or by making a mean ſubmiſſion to 

a abandoned: miniſtey,.. for having dareg to do 
: duty, died in, a.priſon, to which they were 
"delpotically ;condemned. by a man, who had ſo- 

| "kmnly ſworn at his: coronation»to- govern: accord:;. 
(OR > Ing to the laws and cuſtoms of. the realm... 
„SiriEdward. Coke, aſter the. diſſolution of this 

A — eterinno the country; and Charles 
> having goveaned without calling another during tlie 
'- + pemainder-of one's ie, we . 
*accountofatas,. great man, but that he died at 
Stoket Ten i Buckinghamdkire in 1634, and 
hat the reſentment of the court was carried to ſuch 


A piteh againſt. him, that, while he lay upon his 
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death - bed, Sir Francis Windebank; one of the ſe- 
erctaries of ſtate, by an order of council, ſearched his 
houſe for ſeditions and dangerays papers; under 
the colour of which pretext and 'ofder, he feloni- 
ouſly carried off his Commentary upon Little- 
ton, with his Life prefixed,” written with his own 
hand. His Commentary upon Magna: Charta, 


&c, His Pleas of the Crown, and the Juriſdiction 


of Courts, His 11th and 12th Reports in manu- 
_ ſcript, and fifty-one other manuſcripts.” Like- 


wiſe his laſt will, wherein be had for ſeveral years 


deen making proviſion for his younger grand=chil- 


dren. The books and papers were detained till 


one of his ſons moved the houſe of commons in 
1641, that the books and papers taken by 
Sir Robert Coke, heir to Sir Edward; which the 
King, at the requeſt of the: houſe,” immediately 


Sir Francis Windebank, 0 25 be delivered . 


granted ; and ſuch of them as could be found 
were accordingly - delivered up, but his, will was. 


never recovered. 


Sir Edward Cole was eſteemed, in his practite at 
the bar and on the bench, to be one of the ableſt 
nd ever produced; and he valued 
himſelf upon deriving his fortune, his. jon, 
and his preferments, not from ee bday, 
or adulation, but from his profound knowledge in- 
the law. And he. was ſo. greatly. honoured, and 
beloved by the gentlemen of the profeſſion. that; 
when he was proſecuted by the court im tlie reign 


lawyers Engla 


of James I- Sir John Walter, thought attorney 


general to Charles po of Wales, and therefore 
| to it officially, refuſed -toiplead* 
againſt him, and laid the brief. aſide, which had 


in a manner-0blige 


been ſent to bim by the court, making uſetof chis 


remarkable ſentence upon the occaſion : Let mx 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, uhehever 


Vopqm it againſt Sir Edward Coke.“ His reputa- 


4 


* 
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-tion;'as z writer, is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in 

dur courts, that his works are conſidered as unde- 
niable authoritigs; for which reaſon, it is proper 
10 annex the owing liſt of them. 

The tirſt part of the RE Tors of Sir Edward 
Coke, knight; her majeſty's attorney-general, of 
.diverſe reſolutions and judgments, given with great 
deliberation by the reverend judges and ſages of the 
law, of caſes and matters in law, which were never 
reſolved, or adjudged before. - And the reaſons and 
© cauſes of the faid reſolutions and judgments during 
the moſt happy reign of the moſt illuſtrious and 
renowned queen Elizabeth, &c.“ It appears from 
the preface, that this work was pnbliſhed about the 
ear 1600. The fend and third parts of his RE- 

-PokTs/ were pubhſhed in the fame reign, The 
re ieh, 2 Jev.nth, eigbih, ninth, tenth, and 

-were publiſhed at different times in 
Frog — of James I. and theſe are all that were 
-publithed-'by: himſelf. The twelf part hath a. 
printed certificate prefixed, dated Feb. 2, 1555, 
- and ſubſcribed K. Bui ſtrode, purporting that he 
- *conicewes! it to be the genuine work of Sir Edward 


Se, Tbe :thir:eenth. part is intituled, Select 


Ca in Law, reported by Sir Edward Coke;“ and 
theſe are aſſertcd to be bis i in preface, ſigned with 
| the initial letters J. G. 
II. A Book of Entries, pr EO perfect and 
approved precedents of courts, declarations, infor- 
mation, plaints, indiftments, * bars, duplications, 
- rejoinders,” pleadings," proceſſes, continuance; el- - 
ſioigus, iſſues, defaults, departure in deſpite of the 
court, demurrers, trials, judgments, executions, 
and all-other- matters and proceedings (an effect] 
| concerning the practice part of the laws of England, 
in actions real, perſonal, mixt, and in appeals; 
being very neceſſary to be known, Egon" 
Op LE T2 2 EYE nne 12289 
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uſe for the modern practice of the laws many of 


them containing matters in law, and points of & 


great learning; collected and publiſhed for the 
common good and benefit of all the ſtadious and 
learned profeſſors” of tlie laws of England, folio, 
1614. This elaborate performance was intended 
as a ſupplement to his „Ne I eee 
III. Iaſtitutes of the Laws of England. This 
work is divided into four parts. The i, contains 
his tranſlation from the Latin, and comment upon 
the tenures of the Common: pleas, in the reign of 
Edward IV. The ſecond part contains Magna 
Charta, and ſeveral other © ſtatutes, more correct 
than they were to be met with in any other work. 
The third part contains the criminal law, or pleas 
of the crown. The fexrth and laſt part compre- 
: hends the juriſdiction of all the courts in this king- 


dom, from the high court of parliament down to 


the court- baron. 15 4 
Several ſmaller tracts have been alſo publiſhed, 
which were written by Sir Edward Coke; particu» 


larly, The complete Copyholder, Readings on the | 


Statute of Fines, ' 27 Edw. I. and à treatiſe of Bail 


f * — 24 "ILY | 


e Authorities... Biog. Britan. Guthri@#a#l 


Hume's Hiſt. of England. Ruſhworth's Hiſtorical | 


Collections. Britiſh Biography, 8vo. Vol. Iv. 
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THOMAS WENTWORTH, 


EARL of STRAFFORD,” 


4 


b. D. 1593, 10 1647.) 


_ FT*RHOMAS_ WENTWORTH was the ſon of 
> Sir William Wentworth, baronet, and of 
Anne, daughter and heir to Sir Robert Atkins of 
Stowell, in the County of Glouceſter, knight. He 
was: born in London, on the thirteenth” of April, 
1393 · He received his academical education in 
St. John's College, Cambridge, where he uſed 
great diligence and application, and made great 
progreſs in- learning. On his quitting the univer- 
fity, he travelled abroad for farther accompliſſi- 
In the year 1614, by his father's death, he came 
into poſſeſſion of his baronet's title, and the family 
eſtate, of the value of ö000l. per armum, and was 
; __— d .Cuſtes Rotulorum for the county of 
ork.. He repreſented this. county in parliament 
ſeveral times but more particularly in the new 
parliament called on the acceſſion of Charles I. in 
which he ily oppoſed: the arbitrary meaſures 
\ of the court. His.eloquence gave him ſuch pow- 
5 .erful influence in the houſe of commons, that the 
Feng nominated him high-ſheriff of Yorkſhire in 


1626, to prevent. his being choſen member oft 
5 | | 


bed 
37.4 
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parliament. The ſame year, he was put in con- 
1 1 for refuſing to contribute to the loan, 
then exacted by Charles I. In the parliament in- 
1628, ho fignalized himſelf as a patriot, upon oa- 
fon of the inquiry made into the grievances of the 
nation by the commons. The abuſes which they. 
took into conſideration were billetting of ſoldiers, 
loans by benevolence and privy- ſeals, impriſon- 
ment 

na, an 


1 refuſing to lend the king mo- 
denial of rel n a habeas cor- 
us; amongſt many es made upon this 
— 9 were taken more notice of than 
that made by Sir Thomas Wentworth againſt the 
government. But he obſerved that thoſe things were · 
not to be imputed to the king, but to his miniſters, 
| who had formed the defign-of ſtretching the prero- 
gative beyond.its:due. bounds. ** They have brought 
the crown into greater want than ever, faid he, 
4 © by anticipating the revenues: and can the 
herd be. thus ſmitten, and the ſheep-nor ſcattered ? 
They have introduced a. privy- council, raviſhing at 
once the ſpheres of all ancient government, im 
priſoning us without either bail or- bond- They 
- have taken from us —what! What ſhall I fay? In- 
deed,. what have they left us? They. have taken 
from us. all means of ſupplying the. king, and in- 
gratiating. ourſelves with. him, by tearing up the - 
raot of all property.” . 
; As he was one of the greateft charaters then 
in England, the king could not but be ſenſible, that 
his parts and capacity might be highly ſervicrable 
ta him if he could gain him to his fide. Heendea- 
voured it- therefore, after, or perhaps before, the 
diſſolution of the parliament, and ſucceeded ſo well. 
that Wentworth, before the end of the ſeſſion, be- 
ame. one of the. moſt ſtrenuous ſupporters of the 
; ; 0 _ deipotic:- 


— 


1 During his 
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deſpotie 
" -troduce. | £4 | + 3 a 
One of the bribes, by which this frail man was 


power which the king had a mind to in- 


bought off from the fervice of his country againſt 


the encroachments of tyranny, was the preſident- 


Mip of the council in the north. He was at the 
ſame time created baron Wentworth, of Went- 


:worth-woodhoufe ; and, on the tenth of De- 
"cember following, viſcount Wentworth of the 


Fame place, and was made one of the privy-coumn- 


eil. At firſt he was aſhamed of his e and 
-concealed his change of ſentiments ; b 

he defired an interview with Mr. Pym, to perſuade 
him to continue his affociate, and to juſtify his 
conduct. Mr. Pym faid to him upon this occa - 


t at length 


fion: „ You have left us, but we will not leave 


you, whilft your head ts on your ſhoulders,” To 


complete his change beyond a doubt of recanta- 
mg, nt now contratted am intimate friendſhip 


and cloſe connection with Archbiſhop Laud, 
whoſe ſecond he became in all his perſecuting 


3 
| prefidentſhip in the north, he exer- 
eiſed his power with great ſeycrity ; and in ſome 
cafes even with childiſh” inſolence, rticularly- 
in that of Henry Bellafis, ſon to lord Falconberg, 


ho was committed to priſon for not having pulled 


off his hat to him, though he pleaded that he was 


| turned another way. FO THI © Lt pt, 


5 


His next preſerment was to be lord: deputy of 


- ” Hand; and his adminiſtration in that Kingdom 


was in a very high degree arbitrary and oppreſſive. 


When he arrived in Ireland, he was inveſted with 
more ample powers than had been granted to any 


of his en Hut he ſoon after ſoicited a 
extenſion of thoſe powers, which he ob- 
| a | Fas ; : taincd, 


by 


E AAL Or STRAFFORD. 126. 
tained, and declared; in vindication of his conduct, 
that Ireland was a conquered country. He treated 
the law with contempt; and declared, that he 
vould make an act of ſtate to be of equal power with 
an act of parliament. He Had alſo, in letters to the 
king, and in the privy- council of England, urged 
Charles to meaſutes of government of the moſt 
deſpotic kind. ern. | ne | 
In 1639, he was created baron of Raby,” and 
-earl&f  Strafford ; | and, the following year, he was 
alſo made knight of the garter. He had ſo entirely 
devoted himſeif to the king, that, in his two great 
offices of prefident of the court of York, and lord- 
:: liexitenant of Ireland, he had no other view but to 
ſtreteh the prerogative. royal, and increaſe the King's 


revenues. His proud and haughty carriage had 
diven no leſs offence to the public than his actions, 


whereby he ſtrove to eſtabliſi an power. 
He was therefore conſidered by the people as one 
of the chief authors of their grietances, and was 
ſingled out as the firſt victim of their vengeance. 
Ade 7 © ieee e 55 
On the rich of November, 1640, eight days af- 
ter the opening of the long parliament, Mr. Pym, 

having obtained his reguell of the commons, that 
the doors of the houſe might be locked, and the 
outward room cleared of ſtrangers informed them, 


that there were ſeveral complaints againſt the earl of 


Strafford, whieh gave juſt grounds to accuſe him of 


bigh-treaſon. The houſe, having received this in- 
formation, immediately appointed a committee of _ 


8 ſeven, who withdrew into another room, and con- 
ferring together, reported ſhortly after, that it was 
their dpinion, there was ſufficient cauſe to impeach 


the earl of Strafford, Then Mr. Pym, after hav- 
ing n all the 
8 


foree'of his eloquenet on thie grievances of the tia» 


* 


* 


uon, 


; of twenty · eight articles, 2 his conduct as 


oouſellor in England! But the proceſs againtt 
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tion, in concluſion, aceuſed the eatl of Strafford 
as the greateſt ene to the liberties of his country, 
and the greateſt promoter of tyranny, that any age 

had ever produced. And when the reſentment of 

the houſe was inflamed to its higheſt pitch, it was 

- Suddenly. moved, and carried, that the ear] of 

: dtraffard be immediately impeached of higli treaſon; 

and that Mr. e do rer the ſaid imreschment 
to the lords? 

Hle bad 0 alſo to tell the lows, that the com- 
mons would, in dus time, produce the articles of 
- accuſatian, and deßired that the accuſed might; till: 

- then, be put in ſaſt euſtody. The earl of Strafford, 

- who was now ia R + had rhat very day pkew 
bare in the houſe of lerds.- He had been ap 

iſed that a defign was formed to attack ba; | 
ut, whether through pride, or à perſuaſion that, 
Baring done nothing without the king's authority. 
- he was ſecure,'he lighted the advice; and wou 
** preſent in the parliament. - 
No ſooner had the commons impeached the carl, ; 
7 but the lords committed him to the cuſtody. of the 

_ - blackerod, aud ſome days after ſent bien. to the- 

Tower. His impeachment was prepared; conſiſting 


- preſident of the council in«the north, as-governor 
of Ireland, and as-commander in chief, and privy- 


him could not be got ready tobe tried till the 220 

- of March, 1641-. The trial laſted til the 12th of 

and then the commons,. who had been pre- 

_ hat all the while, perceiving that. the ſentence 

would not prove as rigerous a6 they defired, re- 

eee en e ein way of bil of 
Attain der.. 

They voted; e e \bth and 10h of 

=_— [that it. was ſufficicatly proved, that _— 
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. 


2. . 


ſtribed 
London, 
and fears ;: and, amongſt others, that juſtice was 
not yet executed, upon the earl. of Strafford; and 


againſt the k e 


es + 
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of: Strafford had endeavoured to ſubvert the funda- 
mental laws of the kingdom, and. introducę an arbi- 
mary and tyrannical government into the realms. E 


England and Ireland; and that, conſequently, be 
was guilty of high- treaſon. 

On the twenty-firſt of tlie ſame month. the bill 
of attainder was paſſed by a. great majority, there 


being 204 for it, and 59 againſt. it.. The bill met 


witly ſo great am oppoſition in. che houſe of peers, 
that it was very doubtful whether it would be 
paſſed or thrown, out; for which reaſon, on the 
24th, a petition was preſented to both houſes ſub - 

by above 9 thouſand inhabitants: of 


etting forth the cauſes of their ſuſpicions 


that there was reaſon ta dread ſome ſecret plot 


On the 28th, the 9 bore moths te the 
lords, that-they had received information, that the 
earl of Strafford had a deſign to make his eſcape 


out of the Tower; that the guard about bim.was- 


weak ;. and therefore defired, thati he might be 125 


.cloſe priſoner; and his. guards Wee $1 
which the lords conſented... 


The firſt of May, the king came to the parlis- 
ment, go" mow the. Os: — to. both. 


8 
| : 19 1 eee 


Kort! 181 
„ HAD, not any eee to 
5 his. huſhagſs this- day, which is the great 
of che carl. of Strafford, becauſe L wouid do 
thing; that naight ſerve; to hinder your occaſions: 


tut 009. it comes. e . eee 


"th 


. 
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| I muſt have part in the judgment, I think it moſt 
1 neceſſaty for me to declare my conſcience therein. 
I am ſure you all know that I have been preſent at 
the hearing of this great caſe, from the one end to 
the other; and I muſt tell you, that I cannot con- 
demn him of high-treaſon; it is not fit for me to 
argue the buſineſs; I am ſure you will not expect 
that; a poſiti ve doctrine beſt becomes the mouth of 
a prince; yet 1 muſt tell you three great truths, 
| Which T am ſure nobody knows ſo well as myſelf. 
1 Firſt, That I never had any intention of bring- 
ing over the Iriſh army into England; nor ever was 
adviſed by any body fo to do. Secondly, That 
there was never any debate before me, neither in 
blic council nor at private committee, of the diſ- 
loyalty of my Engliſh ſubjects; nor erer had! any 
ſuſpicion of them. "Thirdly, I was never counſel- 
led by any one to alter the leaſt of any of the laws 
of England, much leſ to alter all the laws. Nay, 
I muſt tell you this, I think nobody durſt ever be 
1 ſo impudent to move me in it; for, if they had, I 
= ſhould have put ſuch a mark upon them, and made 
| them ſuch an example, that all poſterity ſhould 
know my intentions by it; for my intention was 
on to govern according to law, and no other- 
i 1 2. {4s NW "had © 3 ©. 15 2-6 4 
I deſire to be rightly underſtood; I told you, 
in my conſcience 1 cannot condemn him of high- 
_ treaſon; yet I cannot ſay I can clear him of miſ- 
demeanours : therefore I hope you may find ow 
do ſatisfy juſtice and your own fears, and not pre 
8 upon my conſcience, Vet I muſt declare unto you, 
"that, to ſatisfy my people, I would do great mat- 
ters; but this of conſelence, no fear, no reſpect 
_ whatever, ſhall ever make me go againſt it. Cer- 
' ainly T have not ſo ill-deſerved of the parliament at 
this time, that they ſhould preſs me in Ow 
1. £3. 6 At £4 2 
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point, and therefore I cannot expect that you will 
go about it, Nay, I muſt' confeſs, for matters of 
let around am ſo clear in that, that though 
I will not chalk out the way, yet let mo tell you, 
that 1 do think my lord of Strafford is not fit here- 
after to ſerve me, or the commonwealth, in any 
place of truſt ; no, not ſo much as that of a con- 
ſtable: therefore I leave it to you, my lords, to 
find ſome ſuch way as may bring me out of this 
great ſtreight, and keep ourſelves and the kingdom 
from fuch great. inconveniences. Certainly he that 
thinks him guilty of high-treaſon,-in his conſcience . 
may condemn him of miſdemeanours.”” 1 
The earl of Clarendon infinuates, that the lord 
day adviſed the king to make this ſpeech, in order 
to draw him into a ſnare, and render the earl of 
Strafford's ruin more ſure. Certain it is, when 
Strafford was. told, by his overjoyed friends, that 
the king had made a warm ſpeech in his favour to 
both houſes, he received it as his doom; and told 
them, the king's kindneſs had ruined him, and 
that he had little elſe to do but prepare himſelf for 
death. Indeed, the commons were highly offended. 
with the king's ſpeech, ſaying, It was an unpre- 
cedented thing, that he ſhould meddle with bills be- 
fore they were preſented to him; and that it had a 
tendency to take away the freedom of votes. Upon 
this they adjourned till Monday, the 3d of May ? 
on which day, a great multitude at Weſtminſter. 
inſulted and threatened the lords as they were go- 
ing to the houſe, crying out, Juſtice! Juſtice! !! 
It was no eaſy matter for the lords to avoid doing 
what the commons deſired. In the firſt place, the, 
commons had inſpired the nation with ſuch a ter- 
ror, that no one dur oppole their reſolutions, for 
fear of being thought to have ill deſigns, and ex- 
poſed to inevitable ruin. Secondly, the people 
ill continued to flock about Weſtminſter, and. 
openly threatened the lords, IT Ny Be did 
3 8. | preſented 
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preſented the ſame day a petition to che lords, de- 
manding juftice again the earl of Strafford, and 
that their lordfhips would be pleaſed to free them 
from the fear of a conſpiracy. Fourthly, on the 
morrow, being the fourth of May, the people get- 
ting together again at Weſtminſter, in greater num- 
bers than the day before, forme perſons paſted» up 
apainſt à walk in the Old Palace-yard the names of 


fifty ix anembers, and called them Straffordians, and 


betrayers of their country. Laſtly; the ſame day 
the multitade 3 to the lards ahother peti · 
tiom, faying, that they underſtood the Tower was 


: going to receive a garriſon of men, not of the ham- 


as ufually, but confiſting of other perſons, 
under the command of a captain, a great confident 


of che earl of Strafford's; which was done to make 


way for the rarl's eſcape. BAGS 
* this petition, the houſe ſent fix peers to go 
and examine Sir William Balfour, licutenaut of 
the Tower, about the truth of the matter. Balfour 
anfwered, it was true, he had his majeſty's order to 
receive one hundred men into the Tower, and cap- 
tain Billingfley to command them, and to receive 
. men as the captain ſhould bring to him; 
bar, underſtanding now their lordſhips pleaſure, he 
would receive no other guard into the Tower but 
the hamlet- men. 3 | 
The lords farther declared, at a conference with 


the commons, that they were drawing to a conclu- 
ion of the bill of attainder; but were ſo encom- 
one with multitades of people, that they might 


conceived not to be free; and therefore deſired 
the commons to join with them, to find out ſome, 
way to fend the people to their homes. Then the 


commons debated the proteſtation which had before 


bern drawn up in order to be ſigned by all the 
members; the purport of which was, that each 
member ſhould do all that lay in 1 


\ 
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fend the religion of the church of England, and 
the privileges of parliament ;'-and ſhouſd hikewiſe 
do all in his power to bring to condigu puniſhment 
all that by force or conſpiracy ſhould do auy thing 
inſt either. | 13 d 
This proteſtation being paſſed, and taken by four 
hundred and thirty - three commoners, and one hun- 
dred and fix lords, including the biſhops and 
judges, the commons ordered Dr. Burgeſs vo ac 
quaint the multitude with the proteſtation taken by 
both houſes, and that they were defired to retire to 
their houſes. The populace, having received this - 
information, departed. - | | | . 
The parliament of Ireland, on being informed 
that the earl of Strafford was in the Tower, had 
ſent a eommittee of both houſes to England, to lay 
before the parliament remonſtrances concerning ce 
grievances the Iriſh endured: under that lord's ad- 
miniſtration, which confirmed part of the accuſa- - 
tions contained in the twenty-cight articles ex hibi- 
bited againſt him by the nt of England. 
It muſt be obſerved,” that the bill of attainder - 
was ſtopped for ſome time in the Houſe of lords, 
and the king tried every method he could think of - 
to appeaſe the reſentment of the commons, and 
ſaye his miniſter. But great mobs, armed with 
clubs and fwords, ſurrounded his palace; crying 
Aer Juſtice ! and the royal aſſent to 
It probable, that, in this extremity, ſome + 
one adviſed the king to diſſolve the parliament; at 
leaſt the commons imagined he had no other expe- 
dient left to exrricate hitnſelf from the difficutty he 
was involved in; and, therefore, to deprive him of 
this refuge, the ſache day, the 4th of May, they or- 
dered _ bringing-in of 'z bill for the contin 


— 


1 2 


- 


— 


468 Stu THOMAS. WENTWORTH, 
of the rh that it might not be diſ- 
aer withou the conc of e Wt: 2: 
The king then called his privy-council together, 
and ſent for his lawyers. He laid before them his 
ſcruples, and the reaſons which ought to prevent 
him from giving his conſent to the bill: but Juxon, 
biſhop of London, was the only perſon who ven- 
tured to adviſe the king to reject a bill preſented to 
him 3 ants e e e their utmoſt 
to per him to ſatisfy his people, alleging, that 
de life of any perſon ought not to 2 the 
balance with the ſafety of the kingdom. With re- 
gard to his ſcruples, they told' him; that he might 
egen biſhops,” who would give him the beſt 
bien oth 
The king, not meeting with the ſatisfaction he 
expected from his council, ſent for ſome biſhops to 
adviſe with. It is affirmed, that Neile, archbiſhop 
of Vork, ſaid to him upon this occaſion, that there 
was a private and a public conſcience; that his 
public conſcience, as a king, might not only diſ- 
penſe with, hut oblige” him to do that which was 
againſt his private conſcience as a man; and ſo, in 
Plain terms, adviſed him, even for conſcience ſake, 
to paſs the act. 
What contributed the moſt, however, to deter- 
mine Charles, was a letter from Strafford himſelf, 
| who,heald ng the difficulties the king was in, hun- 
 _ bly befought him to paſs the bill, to remove him 
out of the way, towards a bleſſed agretment, which 
he doubted not God would for ever eſtabliſi be- 
tween him and his ſudjects: adding, that his 
conſent would more acquit his majeſty to God 
than all the world could do beſides.” To a willing 
man, he ſaid,” there is no injury. At laſt, the 
king, no longer able to withſtand the preſſing in- 
ſtances of the patliament, and his own counſellors, 
* 8 BD on, 
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er, rather, the fear of the calamities he foreſaw 


might befall him and his poſterity, if he refuſed to 


conſent to the bill, ſigned a commrſhon to three 
lords, to paſs it in his name. 

But notwithſtanding the earl of Strafford's letter, 
when the king ſent ſecretary Carleton to him, to 
acquaint him with what was done, and the mo- 
tives of it, the earl ſeriouſly aſked the ſecretary, 


whether his majeſty had paſſed the bill or not; as 


not believing, without ſome aſtoniſhment, that 
the king would have done it: and, being again 
aſſured that it was paſſed, he roſe from his chair, 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, laid his hand on his 
heart, and aid. « Put not your truſt in princes, 
nor in any of the ſons of men, for there is no help 
in them.“ . : 
On Wedneſday, the 12th of May, 1641, being 
come to the place of execution, on Tower-hill, he 
aſcended the ſcaffold with reſolution, and began to 
take his laſt farewel of his friends, who appeared 
much more concerned than himſelf. Obſerving his 
brother, Sir George Wentworth, to weep exceſ- 
ſively; -** Brother,” | ſaid he, with a chearful ala- 
crity, What do you ſee in me to deſerve theſe 
tears? Doth any indecent fear betray in me a guilt, 
or my innocent boldneſs any atheiſm ? Think 
now; that you are accompanying me the third time 
to my marriage-bed. Never did I throw off my 
cloaths with greater freedom and content than in 
this preparation to my grave. That ſtock,” point- 
ing to the block, ** muft be my pillow ; here ſhall 
I reſt from all my labours ; no thoughts of envy, no 
dreams of treaſon, jealouſies, or cares for the king; 
tlie ſtare, * of myſelf, ſhall interrupt this eaſy ſleep : 
therefore, brother, with me, pity thoſe-who, be- 
fide” their intention, have made mochappy; re- 
poice in my happineſs,” rejoice in my<innocence!” 


/ 
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Then kneeling down, he made this proteſtation: 
& T hope, gentlemen, you do think, that neither 
the fear of loſs, nor love of reputation, will ſuffer 
me to belye God and my own conſcience at this 
time. | Tam now in the very door, going out, and 
my next ſtep muſt be from time to eternity, either 


of peace or pain. Jo clear myſelf before you all, 


1 do here ſolemnly call God to witneſs, I am not 
guilty, ſo far as I can underſtand; of the great crime 
laid to my charge; nor have ever had the leaſt in- 
clination'or. intention to damnify or prejudice the 
king, the ſtate, the laws, or the religion, of this 
kingdom ; but, with my beſt endeavours, to ſerve 
all, and to ſupport all; ſo may God be merciful to 
my ſoul !? - | RE 
Ihen riſing up, he ſaid he defired to ſpeak ſome- 
thing to the people, but was afraid he ſhould be 
heard but by few, on account of the noiſe ; after 
- which, he knecled and adjuſted himſelf to the 
block, and this cauſing a profound filence, he roſe 
again, and he thus addreſſed himſelf to the ſpecta- 
ors... *-- 
My lord-primate of Ireland, and my lords, 
and the reſt of theſe noble gentlemen: it is a great 
comfort to me to have your Jordſhips by me this 
day, becauſe I have been known to you a long 
time; and I now deſire to be heard a few words. 
I come here by the good -will and pleaſure of Al- 
mighty God, to pay that laſt debt I owe to fin, 
which is death; and, by the bleſſing of that God, 
to riſe again, through the merits of ſeſus Chriit, 
to righteouſneſs and life eternal.“ Here he was a 
little interrupted. 
My lords, Tam come hither to ſubmit to that 
judgment which hath paſſed againſt me: I do it 
with a very quiet and contented mind. I thank 


+ . God; I do freely forgive all the world; . 
| © that 
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that is not ſpoken from the teeth outward, as they 
ſay, but from the very heart: 1 ſpeak it in the 
preſence of Almighty God, before whom | ſtand ; 
and there is not a diſpleaſing thought ariſing in me 
towards any man living. I thank God, 1 can fay 
it, and truly too, my conſcience bearing me wit- 
neſs, that in all my employments, ſince I had the 
honour to ſerve his majeſty, I never had any thing 
in the purpoſe of my heart but what tended to 
the joint and individual proſperity of king and 
people, although it hath been my ill fortune to be 
miſconſtrued. | "JB; 

Lam not the firſt that hath ſuffered in this 
kind; it is the common portion of us all, while we 
are in this life, to err; righteous judgment we. 
muſt wait for in another place, for here we. are 
very ſubje& to be miſjudged one of another. There 
is one thing that I defire to free myſelf of; and I am 
very confident,” ſpeaking it now with much chear- 
fulneſs, . that I thall obtain your Chriſti in cha- 
rity in the belief of it. I was fo far from being 
againſt parliaments, that 1 did always think the 
parliaments of England were the moſt happy con- 
ſtitutions that any kingdom or nation lived un- 
der, and the beſt means, under Gol, to make 
the king and people happy. | | 

For my death, 1 here acquit all the world, 
and beſeech the God of heaven heartily to forgive 
them that contrived it, though, in the intentions © 
and purpoſes of my heart, I am not guilty of what 
| die for: and, my lord- primate, it is a grea- com- 
tort for me, that his majeſty conceives mie not me- 
riting fo ſevere and heavy a puniſhme it as is the 
utmoſt execution of this ſentence. | I do infinitel 
rejoice in this mercy of his; and I beſeech God to 
return it into his own boſom,” that he may ſind 
mercy when he ſtands moſt in need of it. 
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„ wiſh this kingdom all the proſperity and 
happineſs in the world; I did it living, and now 
dying it is my wiſh. I do moſt humbly recommend 
this to every one who hears me; and defire they 
would lay their hands upon. their hears, and con- 
ſider ſeriouſly, whether the beginning of the happi- 
neſs and reformation of a kingdom ſhould be writ- 
ten in letters of blood. Conſider this when you are 
at your homes; and let me be never ſo unhappy, as 

that the leaſt drop of my blood ſhould riſe up in 
judgment againſt any one of you; but I fear you 
are in a Wrong way. "223 
& My lords, I have but one word more, and 
with that I ſhall end. I profeſs that I die a true 
and obedient ſon to the Church of England, wherein 
- ] was born; and in which I was bred. Peace and 
proſperity be ever to it. Fd 
It hath been objected (if it were an objection 
* worth the auſwering) that 1 have been inclined to 
Popery; but I ſay truly from my heart, that, from 
the time that I was one-and-twenty years of age to 
this preſent, going now upon forty-nine, I never 
had in my heart to doubt of this religion of the 
Church of England; nor ever had any man the bold- 
neſs to ſuggeſt any ſuch thing to me, to the beſt of 
my remembrance : and ſo, being reconciled by the 
merits of Jeſus. Chriſt my Saviour, into whoſe bo- 
ſom I hope I-ſhall ſhortly be gathered to thoſe 
*ternal happineſſes which ſhall never have end, I 
defire heartily the forgiveneſs of every man for any 
raſh or unadviſed words, or any thing done amis : 
and ſo, my lords and gentlemen, farewel ; fare wel, 
'ﬆ11 things of this world, _ 
e ] defire that you would he ſilent and join with 
me in prayer; and I truſt in God, we ſhall all meet 
and live eternally- in Heaven; there to receive the 


accompliſhment of all happineſs ; where every — 
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mall be wiped away from our eyes, and every fad 
thought from our hearts: and ſo God bleſs this 
kingdom, and Jeſus have mercy on my ſoul !” 
Then turning himſelf about, he faluted all the 
noblemen, and took a ſolemn leave of all confider= 
able perſons upon the ſcaffold (among whom was 
archbiſhop Uſher, who had been a witneſs againſt 
him), giving them his hand. After that, he ſaid, 
„Gentlemen, I would ſay my prayers, and entreat 
you all to pray with me, and for me.“ Then his 
chaplain laid the book of Common-prayer upon the 
chair before him as he kneeled down, on-which 
he prayed almoſt a quarter of an hour; and then 
as long, or longer, without the book ; and con- 
cluded with the Lord's prayer. 
When he roſe up, he ſaw his brother, Sir 
George Wentworth, and called to him, ſaying, 
Brother, we muſt part; remember me to my 
ſiſtter, and to my wife; and carry my bleſſing to 
my ſon, and charge him that he fear God, and con- 
tinye an obedient fon to the Church of England, 
and warn him that he bear no private grudge or 
revenge toward any man concerning me ; and bid 
him beware that he meddle not with church-liv= 
ings, for that will prove a moth and a canker to 
him in his eſtate; and wifh him to content him- 
ſelf to be a ſervant to his country, not aiming at 
high preferments. Carry my blefling alſo to my 
daughters, Anne and Arabella; charge them to 


ſerve and fear God, and he will bleſs them; not | 


forgetting my little infant, who yet knows neither 
good nor evil, and cannot ſpeak for itſelf ; God 
ſpeak for it, and bleſs it! Now,” ſaid he, I 
have nigh done; one ſtroke will make my wife 
huſbandlefſs, my dear children fatherleſs, and my 
poor ſeryants maſterleſs, and will ſeparate me from 
W OT n my 
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and ſpoke ſome few wor 
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my dear brother, and all my friends; but let God 


be to you and them, all in all.” a 

After this, going to take off his doublet, and to 
make himſelf ready, he ſaid, I thank God, I am 
not afraid of death, nor daunted with any diſ- 


couragement ariſing from any fears, but do as 
chearfully put off my doublet at this time as ever 


I did when I went to bed.“ Then he put off his 
doublet, bound up his hair with his hands, and 
put on a white cap. ! 

After this, he aſked, *© Where is the man that is 
to do this laſt: office? (meaning the executioner) 


call him to me.” When he came and atked him 
-forgiveneſs, he told him, he forgave him and all the 
world. Then kneeling down by the block, he 
went to prayer again himſelf, archbiſhop Uſher _ 


kneeling on the one fide, and his chaplain on the 
other: to whom, after — he turned himſelf; 
oftly; having his hands 


hfted up, and cloſed within his chaplain's hands, 


Then bowing himſelf to lay his head upon the 


block, he told the executioner, that he would 
firſt lay. down his head to try the fitneſs of the 


-block, and take it up again, before he would lay 


it down for good and all; and ſo he did: and 


before he laid it down again, he told the execu- 
-noner, that he would give him warning when to 


ſtrike, by ſtretching forth his hands; and preſently 


laying down his neck upon the block, and ſtretch- 


ing torth his hands, the executioner ſtruck off his 
head at one blow; and taking it up in his hand, 
ſhewed it to all the people, and ſaid, God ſave 


the King!“ 


His body was afterwards embalmed, and carried 


= 


| into Yorkſhire, there to be buried amongſt his an- 
Ceſtors. N 


Great 
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Great rejoicings were made in London at the 
death of this miniſter; and ſeveral perſons, who 
came from different parts of the kingdom to ſee the 
execution, returned back in a kind of triumph, 
waving their hats as they rode through every town, 
in token of joy, as if ſome national victory had been 
obtairied, and conſtantly repeating, with, excla- 
mations of joy, His head is off! His head is off! 

ue carl of Strafford was a man of conſiderable 
abilities and eloquence, had great courage and 
many perſonal accomplithments ; but he was am- 
bitious, haughty, and paſſionate. He was ex- 
tremely temperate, very aſſiduous in his applica- 
tion to buſineſs, and is repreſented, in private life, 
as a warm and generous friend. 
His lordſhip was three times married; and his 
only ſon William, by his ſecond lady, was reſtored 
in blood, by an act of the ſame parliament by whom 
his father had been brought to the block, a few 
weeks after his execution. His lordſhip may ran 
in the liſt of noble authors, on account of his Let- 
ters, which were publiſhed in two volumes, folio, 
in 1739, by Dr. William Knowler; but as great 
fault has been found with his ſtyle, and the ſubjects 
are chiefly political, in which branch of knows 
ledge it is certain he did not excel, his reputation 
as an author is fo very inconſiderable, that it 
ſcarcely merits our notice. | 
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N D. 1566, to 1643] 


X guiſhed in hiſtory by the title of. © The 


R ge BOYLE, honourably diſtin- 
reat Earl of Corke, was deſcended from a fa- 


mily, whoſe name, before the Conqueſt, was Bier- 
velle. He was the youngeſt ſon” of Mr. Roger 


Boyle, of Hertfordſhire, by Joan, the daughter of 
Mr. Robert Naylor, of Canterbury, where he was 
born in the year 1556. He was inſtructed in 
grammar-learning by a clergyman in Kent; and 
after having been a ſcholar in Benner-college, Cam- 


bridge, where he was remarkable for early riſing, 


indefatigable ſtudy, and great temperance, he be- 
came a ſtudent in the Temple. | 

His father dying when he was but ten years of 
age, and his mother befote be attained the age of 
twenty, he found himſelf unable, from his narrow 
circumſtances, to proſecute his ſtudies, and there- 
fore entered into the ſervice of Sir Richard Man- 


wood, lord chief baron of the court of Exchequer, 


in the capacity of a clerk ; but, diſcovering that 
this fituation would not advance him in life, he 


determined to travel; and having fixed upon me 
3 Fg an 
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nd as the place of his deſtination, he embarked 
for that kingdom, and arrived at Dublin in 1588, 
with fewer pounds in his pocket, than he after- 
wards acquired thouſands a year. He was then 
about two-and-twenty, and had a graceful perſon, 
with all the requiſite accompliſhments to enable 
a young man to ſucceed in a country, which was a 
ſcene of ſo. much action. Accordingly, he made 
himſelf very uſeful to ſome of the principal perſons 
employed in the-government, by penning for them 
memorials,' caſes, and anſwers; and he thereby 
acquired a perfe&t knowlege of the kingdom, and 
of the ſtate of public affairs, of which he well 
knew how to avail himſelf. In. 1595, he married 
Joan, the daughter and co-heirets of William 
Anſley, Eſq; of Limerick, who had fallen in 
love with him; which incident laid the founda- 
tion of his future good fortune and ſucceſs in life, 
for this lady was poſſeſſed of a real eſtate of 5ool. - 
per annum, and dying in labour of her firſt child 
(a dead ſon) in 1599, the bequeathed it to her- 
huſband. | 7 155 | 
Some time after, Sir Henry Wallop, of Nares, 
Sir Robert Gardiner, chief-juſtice of the King's- 
bench, Sir Robert Dillarn, chief-juſtice of the 
Common-pleas, and Sir Richard Bingham, chief- 
commiſhoner of Connaught, filled with envy at 
certain purchaſes he had made in the province, re- 
preſented to queen Elizabeth that he was in the 
pay of the king of Spain (who had at that time 
ſome thoughts of n Ireland), by whom he 
hag been furniſhed with money to buy ſeveral large 
eſtates ; and that: he was ſtrongly ſuſpected to be a 
Roman Catholick in his heart; with many other 
malicious ſuggeſtions equally groundleſs; wherecf - 
Mr. Boyle having private notice, determined to 
come over to England to juitify himſelf... But, be- 
FI a 15 FP - 4 fore N ; | 
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waſted, ſo that he had not one penny of certain 


- mer complaints againſt him to the queen. 


W 


- ed: Whatever was alleged againſt him, he gave a 


majeſty brcke out into theſe words: By God's 
death theſe-are but inventions againſt this young 


vs ſervice, and theſe complaints urged to foreſtal 
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fore he could take ſhipping, the general rebellion 
in Munſter broke out; and all his lands were 


revenue left. In this diſtreſs he betook himſelf to 
his former chamber in the Middle Temple, Lon- 
don, antending to renew his ſtudies in the law till 
the rebellion ſhould be ſuppreſſed. When the carl 
of Eſſex was nominated lord-deputy of Ireland, 
Mr. Boyle, being recommended to him by Mr. An- 
thony Bacon, was received by his lordſhip very 
eee and Sir Henry Wallop, treaſurer of 
Ireland, knowing that Mr. Boyle had in his cuſ- 
tody ſeveral papers which could detect his roguiſh 
manner of paſhng his accounts, reſolved utterly to 
depreſs him; and for that end renewed his for- 


By ber majeſty's ſpecial directions, Mr. Boyle 
was ſuddenly taken up, and committed cloſe pri- 
ſoner to the Gate-houſe. All his papers were 
ſeized and ſearched; and although nothing appeared 
to his ptejudice, yet his confinement laſted till two 
months after his new patron the earl of Eſſex was 
gone to Ireland. At length he, with much diffi- 
eulty, obtained the favour of the queen to be pre- 
fent at his examination; and, having fully anſwer- 


Mort relation of his own behaviour fince he firſt 
ſettled in Ireland, and concluded with laying open 
to the queen and her council the conduct of his 
chief enemy, Sir Henry Wallop ; upon which her 


man; and all his ſufferings are for being able to do 


Eim therein: but we find him to be a man fit to 
he employed by ourſelves, and we will employ 
lim in our ſervice; and Wallop, and his 1 
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| hall know that it ſhall not be in the power of any 
of them to wrong him : neither ſhall Wallop be 
our treaſurer any longer. She then gave orders not 
only for Mr. Boyle's preſent enlargement, but alſo 
for paying all the charges and fees his confinement 
had brought upon him, and gave him her hand to. 
kiſs before the whole aflembly. A few days after, 
the queen conſtituted him clerk of the council of 
Munſter, and recommended him to Sir Geor 
Carew, afterwards earl of Totneſs, - then lord- 
preſident of Munſter, who hecame his conſtant 
friend; and very ſoon after he was made juſtice of 
the peace and of the quorum, throughout all the 
province. His preferment to be clerk of the coun- 
eil, he remarks, was the ſecond riſe that God gave 
to his fortune. He attended the lord - preſident in 
that capacity in all his employments, and was ſent | 
by his lordſhip to the queen with the news, of the 
victory gained on the 24th of December, 1601, 
near Kinſale, over the Iriſh and their Spaniſhe 
* auxiliaries, who were totally routed, 1200 being 
ſlain in the field, and 800 wounded. © I made (fays 
he) a ſpeedy expedition to the court, for I left 
my lord-prefident at Shannon- caſtle, near Corke, 
en Monday morning, about Two o'clock; and 
the next day, being Tueſday, I delivered my 
packet, and ſupped with Sir Robert Cecil, being 
then principal ſecretary of ſtate, at his houſe in 
the Strand, who, after. ſupper, held me in dif- 
courſe till two of the clock in the morning, and 
by ſeven; that morning called upon me to attend 
him to the court, where he preſented me to her 
majeſty in her bed- chamber.“ 12 3 
Upon his return to Ireland, he aſſiſted at tke 
ſiege of Beerhaven-caſtle, which was taken by 
ſtorm, and the garriſon put to the ſword. After 
the reduction of the weſtern part of the province, 
the lord: preſident ſent 13 5 to Englan 
| ; | | t. 
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to procure the queen's leave for his return; and 
having adviled him to purchafe Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh's lands in Munſter, he gave him a letter to 
Sir Robert Cecil, ſecretary of ſtate, containing a 
very advantageous account of Mr. Boyle's abili- 
ties, and of the ſervices he had done in his coun- 
try: in confideration of which, he defired the ſe- 
cretary to introduce him to Sir Walter, and re- 
commend him as a proper purchaſer for his lands 
in Ireland, if he was diſpoſed to part with them. 
He wrote at the ſame time to Sir Walter Raleigh 
himſelf, advifing him to fell Mr. Boyle all his 
Jands in Ireland, then untenanted and of no va- 
Aue to him, having, to his lordſhip's knowledge, 
never yielded him any benefit, but, on the con- 
trary, Rood him in 2001. yearly for the ſupport of 
His titles. At a meeting between Sir Robert 
Cecil, $ir Walter Raleigh, and Mr. Boyle, the 
purchaſe was concluded by the mediation of the 
former. This Mr. Boyle calls the third addition 
and riſe to his eſtate. In 1602, Mr. Boyle, by 
advice of his friend Sir George Carew, made his 
addreſſes to Mrs. Catherine Fenton, daughter to 
Sir George Fenton, whom he married on the 25th 
of July 1603, her father being at that time princi- 
Þ ſecretary of ſtate. © I never demanded,” ſays he, 
any marriage- portion with her, neither promiſe of 
any, it not being in my confiderations ; yet her 
father. after my marriage, gave me one thouſand 
e in gold with her; but that gift of his 
daughter to me 1 muſt ever thankfully acknow- 
ledge as the crown of all my bleſſings; for ſhe was 
© woſt religious, virtuous, loving, and obedient 
wife to we all the days of her life, and the mother 
of all my hopeful children.” | bers 
He received on his wedding-day che honour of 
&nighthopd from his friend Sir George Carew, now 
R A promoted 
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promoted to be lord · deputy of Ireland. March 12, 
1606, he was ſworn a privy-counſellor to king 
James for the province of Munſter ; Feb. 15, 1612, 
he was ſworn a privy-counſellor of ſtate of the 
kingdom of Ireland; and on the 24th of September, 
1616, created lord Boyle, baron of Youghall. Oct. 
16, 1620, he was created lord viſcount of Dun+ 
garvon, and earl of Corke. Lord Falkland, the 
lord deputy, having repreſented his ſervices in a 
juſt light to king Charles I. his majeſty ſent his 
excellency a letter, dated November 30, 1627, di- 
recting him to confer the honours. of baron and + 
viſcount upon the earl's ſecond ſurviving fon Lewis, 
though he was then only eight years old. Odober 
26, 1629, on the departure of lord-deputy Falk+ 
land, the earl of Corke, in conjunction with lord © 
Loftus, was appointed one of the lords juſtices of 
Ireland, and held that office ſeveral years. inn 
the 16th of February following, the earl loſt his 
counteſs. November q, 1631, he was conſtituted - 
lord-high- treaſurer of Ireland, and had intereſt 
enough to get that high office made hereditary in 
his family. Nevertheleſs, he ſuffered many morti- 
fications during the adminiſtration of lord Went - 
worth; afterwards earl of Strafford-; who, before 
he went to Ireland, had conceived a jealouſy of 
his authority and intereſt in that kingdom, and 
determined to bring him down, imagining, that, 
if he could humble the great earl of Corke, no- 
body in that country could give him much trouble, 
On the breaking - out of the rebellion in Ireland. in 
1041, the carl of Corke, as ſoon as he returned 
from England, where he happened to be at the 
ume of the earl of Strafford's trial (againſt whom 
he was a witneſs), immediately raiſed two troops of 
horſe, which he put under the command of his 
ſons, the lord viſcount Kinelmeaky and the 32 
72 : og- 
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Broghill, maintaining them and 400 foot for ſome 
months at his own charge. In the battle which 


the Engliſh gained at Liſcarrol, Sept. 3, 1642, four 
of his ſons were engaged, and the eldeſt was flain 


in the field. The earl himſelf died about a year 
after, on the 15th of September, in the 78th year 
of his age, having ſpent the laſt as he did the firſt 
—— his life, in the ſupport of the crown of 


England againſt the Iriſh rebels, and in the ſervice 


of his country. Though he was no peer of Eng- 


lang, he was, on account of his eminent abilities 


and knowledge of the world, admitted to fit in the 


houſe of lords upon the wool- pack, ut conſiliarius. 


When Cromwell ſaw the prodigious improvements 
he had made, which he little expected to find in 


 Freland, he declared, that, if there had been an earl 


of Corke in every province, it would have been 


. impoſfible for the Iriſh to have raiſed a rebellion. 


He affected not places and titles of honour until 
he was able to maintain them ; for he was in the 


1 — 37th year of his age when he received the honour 


of knighthood, and in his fiftieth when he at- 
tained to be a baron. He made large purchaſes, 


but not till he was able to improve them; and 
though he paid money for his lands, yet the rents 


that he received from them were the fruits of his 
own prudence, and he grew rich on eſtates which 


had ruined their former poſſeſſors. He increaſed 


his wealth; not by hoarding, but by ſpending; 


for he built and walled ſeveral towns at his own 


toſt, but in places ſo well ſituated, that they were 
ſoon filled with inhabitants, who, though their 
rents were moderate, quickly repaid him the mo- 
ney he had laid out with intereſt ; and he as readily 

laid it out again: hence, in the ſpace of forty 
years, he acquired to himſelf what in ſome coun- 


tries would be eſteemed a noble. principality ; and 
Ne a 2 * \ as 
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as they came to years of diſcretion, he beſtowed 
eſtates upon- his ſons, and married his daughters 


into the heſt families in that country; ſo that his 


power and credit were .continually increafing, and 


he was generally eſteemed, being beloved by the 


Engliſh and reſpected and obeyed by the natives; 


the former admired his wiſdem, the latter ſtood 


amazed at his magnificence; for as he had the 


power and property, ſo he had the ſoul and ſpirit of 


a prince; and his caſtle of Liſmore looked rather 
like the palace of a ſovereign, than the xefidence of 


a private man, whoſe eſtate was of his own raiſing. 


He outlived moſt of thoſe who -had known the 
meanneſs of his beginning; but he delighted to re- 


member it himſelf, and even took pains to preſerye' 


the memory thereof to poſterity, in the mottq which 


he always uſed, and which he cauſed to be placed 


upon his tomb, viz. God's provizence is my inberitance. 


. Authorities, Biog. Britan. Bugdell's Me- 
moirs of the Boyles. Coxe's Hiſtory of Ireland. 
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Fa private individuals have ever acquired 


ſuch immortal honour, in any age or country, as 

the renowned Britiſh patriot, oN HA Mpx, 
whoſe name and memory is revered to this hour 
by every lover of his country, and every friend to 
the religious and civil rights of ſuch political com- 
«Aba, | a munities, 
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_ - muniities, wherever ſituated on the habitable globe, 
as are founded on the chief inſtitute of civil ſo- 
cicty,. which is to provide for the ſafety and wel- 
fare of the whole, by a delegated authority, en- 
truſted to one or more perſons made ſuperior to the 
xeſt, under certain preſcribed limitations, for thoſe 
very purpoſes, and who failing in the execution of 
this important truſt, he or they may be lawfully 
deprived of ſuch delegated authority; and thoſe il- 
toftrionn characters, -who are inſtrumental in de- 
livering their country from the mal-adminiftration 
of that authority, whether in the hands of empe- 
vors, kings, protectors, or republican magiſtrates, 
will ever be conſidered, by all noble and liberal 
minds, as true patriots. NN | 
2 In this favourable light moſt hiſtorians have 
laced John Hampden ; while ſome few have made 
him the author of the civil war. between Charles J. 
Aud his ſubjects. And it is only from an impartial 
- _ narrative of matters of fact, that a juſt and adequate 
mion of the extenfive abilities and public virtues 
of this great and good man can be formed at this 
diſtance of time. We ſhall therefore relate every 
important event of his uſeful life in a clear and 
ample manner, not doubting that the eſteem and 
Fene ration of the reader will be increaſed in pro- 
portion as he advances from one tranſaction to an- 
-- Other, till death prematurely. deprived his country 
of the champion:of her molt ſacred rights. 
lle was the ſon of John. Hampden, Eſq. and de- 
ſcended from a very ancient family of that name, 
whole paternal eſtate was ſituated at Great Hamp- 
den, in Buckinghamſhire. His father marricd 
Elizabeth the ſecond daughter of Sir Henry Crom- 
Well, grandfather: to Oliver Cromwell, to whom 
he was thus related by. maternal affinity. No men- 
tion is made on what account his . at 
21 8 . on⸗ 
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London, but that city claims the honour of giving 
birth to Patriot Hampden. in the year 1594. The 
ſame ſilence reſts upon his infant · years; but in 
the fifteenth year of his age we find him admitted 
a gentleman commoner of Magdalen College, Ox» 
ford. Here he is ſuppoſed. to have ſtaid about 
three years, but he did not take any degree. From 
Oxford he returned to one of the inns of court in 
London, and applied himſelf very cloſely to the 
ſtudy of the common law, in which he made a 

rapid progreſs, till the death of his parents, which 
happened in- the courſe of a few years ; and then 
being in poſſeſſion of an ample fortune, he ran 
into ſome of the diſſipations of youth, in which it 
ſhould ſeem that he paſſed his juvenile time of 
fe; though he afterwards took up a more reſeryed 
and auſtere mode of living, and ſought the ſociety 


of coun of ol underſtanding, and of graver diſpo- 
- AYONSs THE 14 THE IRE, 329608; AGEL 
_ He preſerved, however, in his „ na- 


tural vivacity and chearfulneſs; and, having re- 
formed his manners, he qualified himſelf for the 

blic walk of life, in which he afterwards made 
himſelf ſo-confpicuous. In the year 1626, he was 
elected a membet of the ſecond parliament of 
Charles I.; and having about the ſame time mar- 
ried a daughter of I homas Foley, Eſq. (greate 
grandfather to the firſt lord Foley), he from this 
time became a moſt important ſubject of the ſtate, 
He was no ſooner ſeated in parliament, than he 
vigorouſly promoted an enquiry into the national 
grievances, ſtrenuouſly recommended an addreſs to 
the throne for redreſs, before any permanent re- 
venue was ſetiled by parliament on the new king 
Charles I. and declared himſelf an opponent of the 
duke of Buckingham. This line of conduct en- 
Keared him to the leading members of that party, 
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by whom, as he likewiſe poſſeſſed the talent of 
ning well he was conſidered as a great acqui- 
tion. In 1628, he narrowly eſcaped n 
ment with the other members, who were called 
"the riotous members, and were committed by the 
| 1 <lofe ere to the Tower, for 
locking the doors of the houſe of commons, and 
holding the ſpeaker in the chair, while the famous 
proteſtation was read againſt innovations in re- 
ligion, and the levying of tonnage and poundage 
not granted by parliament. But though he was 
left out. of this warrant, he was ſoon after taken 
into cuſtody, for refuſing to ſupply the king with 
money on loans deemed by parliament illegal. 
His | cer; character now began to diſplay it- 
ſelf without doors; but it was not generally noticed, 
or ſufficiently known, till the year 1636, when the 
eyes not only of his countrymen, but of all Eu- 
rope, were fixed upon him with a mixture of ad- 
miration and aſtoniſhment, to behold a private gen - 
Tteman, a ſimple individual, as he is ſtyled by 
ſome foreign writers, ſtanding forth to aſſert the 
rights of his fellow - ſubjects, invaded in his own 
perſon by the exaction of ſhip- money, ſingly, 
againſt the united efforts of the king, the miniſtry, 
the 'crown-lawyers, and the numerous dependants 
of a court; all of whom were intereſted againſt 


- Him, ſome te oppreſs, others to counteract the 
- dictates of their own conſciences, and their know- 
- ſedge of the laws of the land; and others again to 
defame him for preſuming to diſpute the will of 
his ſovereign, Unawed however by authority, un- 
daunted at nienaees, unabaſhed by calumny, and 
incorruptible by bribes, he reſolutely ſuſtained the 
whole weight of a royal proſecution, founded in 
royal vengeance, for contemned © prerogatwe. 
Before this affair,” ſays Lord Clarendon, ** Mr: 
F.-Y | Hampden 
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7 Hampden was rather of reputation in his own 
country, than of public diſcourſe, or fame in the 
kingdom; but then he grew the argument of all 
tongues, every man enquiring who, and what he 
was, that durſt, at his own expence and peril, fup- 
port the liberty and property of the Kingdom, and 


reſcue his country, as he thought, from being 
made a prey to the court. And what made this 


his noble ſtand againſt the eneroachments of arbi- 
trary power the more extraordinary was, that- the 
king had newly fortified himſelf with the following 
opinion of the twelve judges, that it was lawful 
ſor the king, when the good and ſafety of the 
kingdom is in danger, by writ under the great ſeal 


of England, to command all his ſubjects at their 

charge to provide and furniſh ſuch a number of 
ſhips with men, victuals, and ammunition, and 
-for ſuch a time as his majeſty ſhould think fit, &c.”* 


. The caſe with reſpe& to Mr, Hampden ſtood thus: 
be was rated at twenty fillings, for an eſtate he held 


in Buckinghamſhire, He rightly ; judged, that it 
was the moſt proper criſis to try the merits of this 
impoſt, and refuſed to pay it. He was proſecuted 


by the crown in the Court of Exchequer, where 
the cauſe was brought to a ſolemu trial; and, to 
render the iſſue the more deciſive in all fimilar 


caſes, the Judges of that court requeſted the a,. 


ſiſtance of their brethren, ſo that it was argued for 
twelye days, by the moſt eminent counſel at the bar, 


before all the judges, and in the end, as might 


well be expected, it was determined againſt Mr. 
Hampden; but the jndges were not unanimous as 

they had been, when they delivered their opinion 
fo the king. Weſton, Crawley, Berkley, Vernon, 


Trevor, Finch, Bramſton and Smith, gave the 


cauſe in favour of the crown. Crook, Denham 
and Davenport, were for Mr. Hampden; and the 


- if : 


judg- 
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3 of Jones was, that Mr. Hampden ſhould 
be charged with ſhip-money, but with this limi- 
tation and condition, that none of it ſhould come 
into the king's purſe, for, if it did, his opinion was 
againſt it. Mr. Hampden, through the whole 
uit, conducted himſelf with ſuch fingular temper 
and modeſty, that he actually obtained more credit 
and advantage by lofing his cauſe, than the king 
did by gaining it; and from this time he was 
one of the moſt popular men in the kingdom. 
Lord Clarendon, Cake of the impoſition of 
ſmip- money, ſays, * That preſſure was borne with 
© much more chearfulneſs before the judgment for 
the king, than ever it was after; men before 
_* pleaſing themſelyes with doing ſomewhat for the 

© king's ſervice, as a teſtimony of their affection, 
which they were not bound to do; many really 
© believing the neceſſity, and therefore thinking the 
pburthen reaſonable; others obſerving, that the 
© advantage to the king was of importance, when 
* the damage to themſelves was not conſiderable; 
and all aſſuring themſelves, that when they ſhould 
i be weary, or unwilling to continue the payment, 
they might reſort to the law for relief, and find 
it. But, when they heard this demanded in a 
_ ©court.of law as a right, and found it, by ſworn 
judges of the law, adjudged ſo, upon ſuch grounds 
and reaſons as every ſtander-by was able to ſwear 
"© was not law, and ſo had loſt the pleaſure and de- 
© light of being kind and dutiful to the king, and, 
© inſtead of giving, were required to pay. and by a 
_ © logick that left no man any thing which he might 
call his own, they no more looked upon it as 
© the caſe of one man, but the caſe of the king- 
dom; not as an impoſition laid upon them by 
© the king, but by the judges; which they thought 
_ *themſelyes bound in conſcience to the _ 
9 5 | june 
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« juſtice not to ſubmit to. And here,” conti- . - 
nues the noble. hiſtorian, * the damage and. miſ- 
chief cannot be expreſſed that the crown and 
« ſtate ſuſtained by the deſerved reproach and in- 
« famy that attended the judges, by being made 
« uſe of in this and like acts of power, there be- 
ing no poſhbility to preſerve the dignity, reve- 
- © rence, and eſtimation of the laws themſelves, but 
by the integrity and innocency of the judges.! 
Mr. Hume ſays, The impoſition of ſhip-mo=-. 
© ney was apparently one of the moſt. dangerous 
* invaſions of national privileges, not only which 
Charles was ever guilty of, but which the moſt 
© arbitrary princes in England, fince any liberty. 
had been aſcertained to the people, had ventured. 
upon. In vain were precedents of antient writs 
produced: thoſe writs, when examined, were 
only found to require the ſea-ports, ſometimes 
vat their own charge, ſometimes at the charge of 
© the counties, to ſend their ſhips for the defence 
of the nation. Even the prerogative, which em- 
powered the crown to iſſue ſuch writs, was abo» 
* iſhed, and its exerciſe almoſt entirely diſconti- 
* nued, from the time of Edward III. and all the 
* authority which remained, or was afterwards 
* exerciſed, was to preſs ſhips into the public ſer- 
vice, to be paid for by the publick. How wide 
were theſe precedents from a power of arbitranily- 
* obliging the people, at their own. charge, to build. 
new ſhips, to victual and pay them, for the pub- 
lie; nay, to furniſh money to the crown for that 
* purpoſe ! What ſecurity either againſt the farther 
extenſion of this claim, or againſt employing to 
other purpoſes the public money ſo levied | The 
* plea of neceſſity would warrant any other taxation 
vas well as that of ſhip- money; and it was dif- 
ficult to conceive the kingdom in a ſituation 
e 4 © where 
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| here that plea could be urged with leſs plauſibi- 
| © lity than at preſent. And if ſuch maxims and 
„ ſuch practices prevail; what has become of na- 
1 © tional liberty! What authority is left to the great 
. charter, to the ſtatutes, and to that very petition 
| ok right, which, in the preſent reign, had been 
| | - *fo folemnly enaQted, by the concurrence of the 
©whole legiſlature !' 9 | 
After having ſtood trial with the crown in the 
caſe of ſhip- money, Mr. Hampden was conſidered 
by the people as the father of his country ; he was 
diſtinguiſhed by the glorious title of Patriat Hamp- 
den; and he took the lead of his party in oppoſition 
to / the meaſures of the king, in the houſe of com- 
mons, on the meeting of the long parliament in 
1640, when he extended his patriotic care to the 
kingdom of Scotland, by 'watching all the motions 
of the king, while he was in Scotland, and pre- 
venting the Scots being feduced from the cauſe of 
the people of England, which was that of civil 
hberty, by the cabals of the cabinet; and he gave 
fuch entire ſatisfaction by his conduct, that in all 
the tranſactions between the two nations he was 
. conſtantly appointed, by the parliament of England, 
one of the commiſſioners to treat with that people. 
It was at this time, according to Lord Clarendon, 
that Mr. Hampden's power and intereſt was greater 
to do good or hurt than any man's in the king- 
dom, or than any man'of his rank hath had in any 
time ; for his reputation of honeſty was univerſal, 
and his affections ſeemed fo publickly guided, that 
no corrupt or private ends could bias them. 
> Mr. Hampden was likewiſe nominated, by the 
parliament, one of the committee to prepare the 
charge againſt the carl of Strafford, and a mana- 
ger of the evidence againſt him ; and he performed 


the ſame ſervices in the proſecution of Archbiſhop 
i Laud, 


i 
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Laud. The hiſtorians of thoſe times agree in 
mentioning ſome plan that was ſet on foot after the 
fall of Strafford and Laud, to form a coalition of 
parties by conferring ſome of the moſt important 
offices in the ſtate on the chief perſons in oppo- 
ſition; and it is ſaid that the king himſelf at one 
time ſeemed diſpoſed to agree to it, in which caſe, 
Mr. Hampden propoſed to undertake the office of 
tutor to Charles prince of Wales; and his laudable 
views in fixing up this weighty charge, in pre- 
ference to the more ſplendid appointments which 
he might in the caſe of this event have commanded, 
are elegantly. and ſenfibly conjectured by Mrs. 
Macaulay—** Whilſt there were any hopes,” Mays 
this able hiſtorian, ** that the adminiſtration of the 
country could be corrected without the entire 
- overthrow of the conſtitution, Hampden choſe, 
before other preferment, the ſuperintendency of - - 
the prince's mind, aiming to correct the ſource 
trom whence the happineſs or 'misfortunes of the 
empire, af the government continued. monarchical, 
muſt flow: but the averſion which the king diſ- 
covered to thoſe regulations which were neceſſary 
to ſecure the conſtitution from any future attempt 


of the crown, with the ſchemes he had entered on 


to puniſh the authors of reformation, and to re- 
ſcind his concefſions, determined the conduct of 
Hampden.” As ſoon as the parliament ordered 
an army to be raiſed for the defence of the ſtate, 
againſt the hoſtile preparations of the king, Hamp- 
den accepted the command of a regiment of foot, 
under the earl of Hſſex, their general; and he was 
one of the firſt who opened the civil war by an at- 

tack on a place called Brill, about five miles from 
Oxford, at which the king had ſtationed ſome 
troops in garriſon, and had made it a fort of bar- 
rier between the counties of Buckingham and 1 

or 
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ford. He manifeſted the ſame ſuperior abilities in 
his military; as he had done in his civil ca acity, 
and promiſed to be as much the hero in the feld, as 
b had been the patriot in the ſenate : but his 
| career of glory was ſoon terminated; for, to the 
T/ great grief and confternation of his whole party, 
be was mortally wounded in'aſkirmiſhwith prince 
rt, at Chalgrove Field; near Thame in Ox- 
fordſhire; and fell a victim to his own incautious 
valour. For the prince, having beaten up the 
- © - quarters of the parliament - army early in the 
morning of the 18th of June, 1643, Hampden 
was very ſolicitous to draw forces together to pur- 
ſue the enemy; and being colonel of a regiment 
of foot, he ſhewed his great eagerneſs to engage, 
by throwing himſelf into the cavalry, who were 
firſt ready, as a volunteer; and, upon finding that 
the prince faced about, all the — of this de- 
tachment of cavalry were of opinion to halt 
till their main body came up, but he alone pet- 
ſuaded and prevailed with them to advance; and 
thus, precipitately, he ruſhed on his fate. The 
firſt news of Mr. Hampden's being wounded, 
which was matter-of great joy and triumph to the 
royal party, they received from -one of the pri- 
ſoners taken in the action, who ſaid, he was con- 
fident colonel Hampden was hurt; for he ſaw him, 
contrary to his uſual cuſtom, ride off the field 
before the action was over, his head hanging 
down, and his hands leaning upon his horſe's 
neck. The following day it was known that he 
was hot in the ſhoulder with a brace of bullets, 
and the bone broken. For'fix days he laboured 
under extreme anguiſh, and during this time it 
is ſaid that the king, as a teſtimony of his eſteem, 
- ſent Dr. Chinner his own phyſician to viſit him, 
aud to make him an offer of the aſſiſtance of his 
| ſurgeons. 
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ſurgeons. On the 24th of June, 1643, this great 
man expired, whoſe life at that critical juncture 
was of the utmoſt national conſequence, it being 
judged, from his natural diſpoſition, and the in- 
tegrity of his heart, that he would have oppoſed 
the uſurpation of Cromwell, with the ſame forti- 
tude and influence, and with equal ſuccefs, as he 
had withſtood the encroachments of regal 'power. 
It is certain, had he lived, the parliament (diſſatis- 
fied with the conduct of the earl of Eſſex, and 
highly pleaſed with Hampden, both for his per- 
ſonal valour in the field, and his excellent advice 
in councils of war,) would have promoted him to 
the generalſhip; and, as he was never known to 
_ exerciſe any authority otherwiſe than ſolely for 
the public welfare, it is to be prefumed that he 
would have kept within proper bounds the am-. 
bitious ſpirit of Oliver Cromwell. 
The remains of this celebrated patriot were in- 
terred in the church of Great Hampden in Buck-_ 
inghamſhire, where a ſtone was laid over bis grave, 
with the effigies of himſelf, his wife, and ten 
children. Wes | 445 4 
Mr. Hampden's eldeſt fon Richard ſueceeded 
his father in his feat in parliament, and diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf in it as a zealous friend to the 
ſame cauſe in which his father died. His grand- 
ſon, John, likewiſe ſerved in parliament; three 
of his daughters were married to reſpectable gen · 
tlemen, in the fame line of political connections 
with himſelf, and holding public employments 
under the authority of the long-parliament; any, 
as a teſtimony of their ſenfe of our patriot's emi- 
nent public en the fame parliament ordered 
the ſum of five thoufand pounds to be paid out of 
the national reyenues for the uſe of bis family. 
Vor. K ee 
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Ms. Macaulay remarks of Hampden, that 
*.Clarendon has pretended to draw the exact por- 
* traifure of this eminent perſonage ; but, though 

marked with thoſe partial lines which diſtinguiſh ' 

the hand of the hiſtorian, it is the teſtimony of an 

* enemy to. virtues poſſeſſed only by the foremoſt 

< rank of men. With all the talents and virtues 

« which render private life uſeful, amiable, and re- 

« ſpeQable, were united in Hampden, in the 

highbeſt degree, thoſe excellencies which guide 

the jarring opinions of popular counſels to deter- 

mined points; and, whilft he penetrated into the 

© molt” ſecret deſigns of other men, he never diſ- 

* covered more of his own inclinations than was 

© neceſſary to the purpoſe in band. In debate he 

© was ſo much a maſter, that, joining the art of 

Socrates with the graces of Cicero, he fixed his 
* own opinion under the modeſt guiſe of defiring 

* to improve by that of others; and, contrary to 

* the nature of diſputes, left a pleaſing impteſſion, 

* which prejudiced his antagoniſt in his favour, 
* even when he had not convinced or altered his 

judgment. His carriage was ſo generally, uni- 


* formly, and unaffectedly affable, his converſa- 


tion ſo enlivened by his vivacity, ſo ſeaſoned by 


his knowledge and underſtanding, and ſo well 

* applied to the genius, humour, and prejudices 
* of thoſe. he converſed with, that his talents to 
© gain popularity were abſolute. With qualities of 
this hie h nature, he poſſeſſed in council penetra- 
tion aud diſcernment, with a ſagacity on which 
no one could impoſe, an induſtry and vigilance 
which were indefatigable, with the entire maſtery | 
© of his paſſions and affections; an advantage 
* which gave him infinite ſuperiority over leſs re- 
gulated minds. It was him the party relied on 


to aimate the cold counſels of their general; it 
vas 
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- © was his example and influence they truſted. to 
keep him honeſt to the intereſt of the publick, and 
* to preſerve to the parliament the affections of the 
* army. Had he been at firſt appointed to the 
* ſupreme military command, the civil war, un 
der all the horrors of which the country lan- 


* guiſhed more than three years, would have been 
© but of a ſhort continuance,” | 


*.* Authorities, Sir Philip Warwick's Me- 
moirs of the reign of Charles I. Clarendon's 


Hiſtory of the Rebellion. Mrs. Macaulay's Hiſt, 
of England. . | or 5 
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i eminent prelate was the ſon of William 
Laud, a clothier of Reading, in Berkſhire, by 
Lucia his wife, widow of Mr. John Robinfon, of 
Reading, and ſiſter to Sir William Webb, whe 
was lord-mayor of London in 1591«' 
He was born at Reading in the year 1573; and 
educated in the free · ſchool there. In July, 1589, ne 
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went to Oxford; and in June the year following 
was elected ſcholar of St. a college, under 
the tuition of Dr. John Buckeridge. | 
In 1593, he was made a fellow of that college; 
the year following, be took the degree of batchelot 
of arts ; and, in 1598, that of maſter of arts, be- 
ing alfo choſen. grammar-lecturer for that year, 
In 1600 he was ordained deacon,” and prieſt in 
1601, by Dr. Young, biſhop of Rocheſter. 
In 1602, he read a diyinity-lecture in St. John's 
college, which was ſupported by the benefaction of 
Mrs. Maye. In this and other college: exerciſes, 
he diſcovered his talents for controverſy, by main- 
taining the conſtant vi/tbr/ity of Chriſt's church, 


derived from the Apoſtles to the church of Rome, 


and continued in that church till the Reformation. 
This opinion involved him in a diſpute with Dr. 
Abbot, at that time maſter of univerſity- college, 

and vice chancellor of the univerſity, which con- 
tributed, amongſt other things, to the mutual diſ- 


like they taok to each other in the courſe of their 


lives. 

In 1603, he was choſen proctor of the univerſity 
of Oxford ; and became chaplain to Charles Blount, 
earl vf Devonſhire ; and in 1604, he took the de- 
gree of batchelor of divinity. In his exerciſe per- 
formed on this occaſion, he maintained theſe two 
points; iſt, the neceſſity of baptiſm ; 2dly, that 
there could be no true church without dioceſan 
biſhops. Theſe tenets, like that of deriving the vi- 
ſibility of the church of Chriſt from that of Rome, 
were levelled at the Puritans; and he was attacked 
by Dr. Holland, the divinity-profeſſor, as a man 
who aimed at ſowing divifion between the church 
of England and the foreign reformed churches. 
From this time his opinions rendered him obnox1- 
ous to all moderate men; and Abbot made no _ 
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ple to proclaim him to be, if not actually a Papiſt, 
ſo Popiſhly inclined, that his company was to be 
ſhunned; and this had ſuch an effect, that it was 
accounted hereſy to be ſeen with him, and miſpri- 
fron of hereſy to ſalute him as he paſſed. a 

In 1605, he imprudently married his patron th 

earl of Devonſhire to Penelope the wife of Robert 
Lord Rich, though ſhe had been divorced from her 
huſband for adultery ; and the match turning out, 
as might be well expected, extremely unfortunate 
to the earl, Laud was moſt ſeverely cenfured ; and 
it is certain, that king James took this affair ſo ill, 

that though Dr. Williams, then biſhop of Lin- 
coln, and afterwards archbiſhop of York, and 
lord-keeper of the great ſeal, exerted his influence 
in his favour, his majeſty for ſome years would 
not conſent to promote him in the church. He 
fincerely repented this tranſaction, and kept a faſt on 
the anniverſary of the wedding-day ever after. A 
ſermon preached by Laud before the heads of the uni- 
verſity, at St. Mary's, the following year, increaſed 


the number of his enemies; and his conduct in 


carping at the lectures of the public readers who did 
not hold the fame high- church ſentiments as him- 
ſelf, made him hated and feared ; for he carried 
reports to the biſhop of Dufham, who conveyed . 
them to. the king, againſt all who favoured the 
doctrines of diſcipline of the Puritans. But his 
learning and addrefs, notwithſtanding theſe obſta- 
cles, procured him many powerful friends. In 
1607, hie was inducted into the vicarage of Stan- 
ford, in Northamptonſhire ; and, the year follow- 
ing, he was made chaplain to Dr. Richard Neile, 
then biſhop of Rochetfter; and commenced doctor 
in divinity. He preached his firſt ſermon before 
the king, at Theobalds, in September, 1609; 
and in October following he exchanged his advow- 
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En of Notth-Kilworth for the reQory of Weſt. 


tbury in Eſſex, in order to be near his patron, 
biſhop Neile, who, the following year, gave him 
the rectory of Cuckſtone in Kent; and, ſoon after, 
he reſigned his fellowſhip of St. John's college in 
Oxford. Eut finding the air of Cuckſtone preju- 
dicial to him, he exchanged it for the living of 
Norton in the ſame county, a benefice of lefs 
valve, but fituated in a better air. 2000 | 
About the end of the year 1610, Dr. Buckeridge, 
prefident of St. John's college, being promoted to 
the fee of Rocheſter, on the tranſlation of Dr. 
Neile to the biſhopric of Litchfield and Coventry, 
Dr. Abbot, who had juſt been made archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, retaining his enmity to Land, com- 
plained of him to the lord chancellor Elleſmere, 
who was alſo chancellor of the univerfity, alleging 
that he was a papift in his heart, which he did 
with a view of preventing his ſucceeding Dr. 
. Buckeridge as prefident of the college. However, 
he carried his election, being choten prefident in 
May, 1611, though he was then fick in London; 
and the election being called in queftion, it was 
Sat laſt confirmed by his majeſty. The ſame year, 
he was ſworn one of the king's chaplains. And, in 
1614; his friend Dr. Neile, then biſhop of Lin- 
coln, gave him the prebend. of Bugden ; and the 
following vear the archdeanconry of Huntingdon. 
In 1616, he was advanced by his majeſty to the 
deanery of Glouceſter, a dignity, which, though 
it was of no very great value, as Heylin ſays, 
ſerved to eſtabliſſi his reputation, as a riſing man in 
the church, after he had been long conſidered as one 
whom the king was by no means inclined to ad- 
vance to any great honours, His majeſty upon this 
appointment deſired Laud to reform and ſet in or- 
der whatever he ſhould find amiſs in the cathedral; 
| 1 upon 
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vpon the ſtrength of which, he went in great haſts 
to Glouceſter, where finding the church much de- 


cayed, he ordered it to be repaired and beautified ; . 


and the coramunion-table ſtanding in the middle of 
the church, he called a chapter, and'had it removed 


to the eaſt end of the choir, and placed againft ths , 


wall. This point, which Laud conſidered as of the 
firſt importance, being accompliſhed, he recom- 
mended to the clergy belonging to the cathedral, 
that they ſhould bow, in token of reverence to God, 
not only at their firſt entrance into the choir, but 
 Jikewiſe at their approaches to the holy table. But 

his alterations, and his ſuperſtitious behaviour, gave 
great offence to many, and particularly to Dr. Miles 
Smith, then Bifhop of Glouceſter, who never ſet 
his foot in the church after the removal of the com- 


munion- table. 2 
As a farther public teſtimony of the king's fa- 


vour, he was ordered to attend his majeſty in his 


journey to Scotland, in the year 1517. He had 


likewiſe the intereſt to procure fome Toyal in{truc- 


tions to be ſent to Oxford, for the better govern- 
ment of the univerſity. "The defign of the progreſs 
to Scotland, was to bring the church of Scotland 
to an uniformity with that of England; a favourits 
ſcheme with Dr. Laud, and ſo me other divines. 


But the Scots were Scots, as Dr. Heylin expreſſes 


it, and reſolved to go on in their own way, what- 


ever ſhould be the conſequence; ſo that neither the _ 


king nor Laud gained any credit by this expenſive 
viſit to Scotland, their authority in religious mat - 
ters being treated with contempt. i 


After his return from Scotland, Dr. Laud reſigned 
his living of Weſt- Tilbury; and was inducted inte 


that of Ibſtock, in Leiceſterſhire, in 1617 and in 


1920 he was inſtalled into a prebend of Weſtmin- 
ſter, having had the grant of the ſucceſſion” ten 
„ years 
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20 WILLIAM LAUD, 
years before, at the requeſt of Dr. Neile. In June 
1621, the king nominated him to the biſhopric of 
St. David's; but he was not conſecrated till No- 
vember, becauſe archbiſhop Abbot laboured under 
an incapacity to perform the ceremony, from the 
accident related in his life. The day before his 
confecration, he reſigned the prefidentſhip of St. 
John's college, in obedience to the ſtatutes of that 
. college ; which he would not violate, nor his oath, 
on any pretence. But he was permitted to keep 
- "His prebend of Weſtminſter in cömmendam, 
Trough the intereſt of the lord-keeper Williams, 
who, te increaſe his ſmall income, gave him a 
benefice, worth 150l. per annum, in the dioceſe 
of St. David's; and in 1622, the king alſo gave 
him the rectory of Creeke, in Northamptonſhire, 
his year he likewiſe held his famous conference 
with Fiſher the Jeſvit, before the marquis of Buck- 
— -ngham/and his mother, in order to confirm them 
. m the Proteſtant faith, about which they were 
-wavering; and he gained his point. This con- 
ference is a ſtriking proof of the ſuperiority of 1s 
genius and learning; and it brought on an intimate 
: intance between him and the marquis, whoſe 
- Favourite he became, and to whom, it is faid, he was 
too ſubſervient. But the patronage of Bucking- 
ham, who during bis abſence in Spain with the 
Prince of Wales, left him his agent at court, and 
> *correſponded with him regularly, excited the jea- 
Jouſy of the lord-keeper Williams, who, from a 
Warm friend, became a bitter enemy to Laud. 
Archbiſhop Abbot, having hkewiſe reſolved to 
check his aſpiring diſpoſition as much as pothble, 
left him out of the commiſſion for conſtituting the 
__ _ * Iigh-commiſton court, a tribunal inſtituted to take 
-cognizance of all eccleſiaſtical matters; but Laud 
. * _ complained of this indignity ta Buckingham, 90 
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by his intereſt he was put into the commiſſion in 
102 His credit with the miniſter was now 
firmly rooted ; and he began to ſhew it by acts of 
authority, on the acceſſion. of Charles I. for that 


monarch wanting to regulate the number of his 


chaplains, and to appoint ſuch only whoſe religi- 


ous principles he ſhould approve, and at the ſame 
time being defirous to know the characters of the 


clergy in general, he entruſted Laud to make out a 
liſt of the moſt eminent divines in the kingdom, 


and to mark againſt each name, according to their 
F the letter O for Orthodox, and P for 


uritans; and the laſt letter being conſidered 
Laud and the King as a brand, and a barrier again 


pteferment, we may now conſider out haughty prelate* 
as inveſted with the diſcretionary power of recom- 


mending the inferior clergy to the King's notice; 


and from his principles we may judge how partially - 
he exerciſed it, Ingratitude was of the number of 


bis vices, for he lent his aſhſtance to accompliſh the 


diſmiſſion of the worthy biſhop Williams from the 
office of lord-keeper of the great ſeal, a man who 


had taken great pains to ſerve him at his firſt ſet- 


ting-out on the road to preferment, but who after- 


wards, diſcovering his deſign of ſupplanting his beſt 
friends, had with great juſtice reproached him for 


his perfidy, and retarded his progreſs. But Laud 
having at, length gained the aſcendancy, he pre- 
vailed with the fayourite to procure him the 
honour of officiating at the coronation of Charles, 


in the room of biſhop Williams, as dean of Weſt- 


minſter, whoſe office it was to adminiſter the coro- 
nation-oath. .. In conſequence of this application, 


Williams was commanded not to attend, and 


Laud was charged with altering the coronation- 
oath, but without any authority to prove it. Pro- 
bably the accuſation took its riſe from his having 
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202 WILLIAM LAU D, 
introduced in the courſe of the ceremony an art- 
ful addreſs to the king in behalf of the clergy, ex- 
horting his majeſty to ſhew more favour to that 
order than to any other claſs of ſubjects, becauſe 
they place the crown on his head, and approach 
nearer to the altar than others. ä 
From this time, the miniſter was continually 
conferring favours upon Laud, who, in 1626, was 
tranſlated from the ſee of St. David's to that of 
Bath and Wells, and alſo made a privy-counſellor, 
and dean of the chapel-royal. He was likewiſe 
appointed to be one of the commiſſioners for exer- 
eiſing archiepiſcopal juriſdiction in the year 1627, 
upon archbithop Abbor's ſequeſtration. 8 
In the third parliament of this reign, he was 
voted to be one of the favourers of the Arminians, 
and one fuſpected to be unſound in his opinions that 
Way. Accordingly: he was named in the remon- 
france preſented to the king by the commons, and 
as he was thought to be the maker of the king's 
ſpeeches, and of Buckingham's anſwer to the arti- 
eles of impeachment drawn up by the commons 
againft him, he became fo unpopular, and ſuch a 
clamour was raifed againſt him, that his life was 
menaced, in anonymous papers which were thrown 
into tie court- yard of his houfe in London. Yet 
this had no effect on his advancement at court; 
for in 1628 he was promoted to the fee of Lon- 


don. He was alſo made a commithoner for levy- 


ing money by certain inland duties, called by the 
commons an exciſe, which nomination increaled 
the fury of the people againſt him, though the 
plan was never carried into execution. Ihe 
great pains he took to ſupport the duke of Buck- 
ingham's adminiſtration in all probability would 
dae proved fatal to himſelf, if the duke 475 * 
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fallen a victim. to the reſentment of a difappoint- 
ed officer. Yet his concern was fo great for the 
loſs of this favourite, that he treated Felton with 
great ſeverity at the council- board, and threatened 


him with the rack, to extort from him a confeſſion 


that he had accomplices; and though Felton very 
ſenſibly obſerved, ** that, if he was racked, he 
did not know whom the extremity of torture 
« might force him to name, perhaps Laud him- 
« ſelf;' yet he perſiſted in his cruel. defign, till 
the judges gave it as their opinion, © that, ac- 


e cording to the laws of England, Felton could not 


be put to the rack.” And it is ſaid, he never would 
be convinced, but that ſome of the members of 
parliament, or of the Puritans, were privy to the 
murder, 12 N 

Laud now ſupplied Buckingham's place in the 
king's eſteem and confidence; and, having great in- 
fluence both in church and ſtate, he became alſo 
the leading man, and extremely aCtive in the high- 
commiſſion-court, in which ſuch arbitrary and ſe- 
yere proſecutions. were carried on, that the nation 
was alarmed, and for a time divided between fear 
and indignation, : | N 

Of the injuſtice and cruelty of the decrees of this 
court, the following is a ſtriking inſtance: _. 

Dr. Alexander Leighton, a Scotch divine, had 
publiſhed, ** An appeal to. the parliament; or, 
Zion's plea againſt prelacy:“ in which be had 
written not only with freedom, but with great aſpe- 
rity, againſt the bithops and the hierarchy. For 
this publication, Leighton was brought before the 


high· commiſſion- court, on the 4th of June 1630. 4 


He acknowledged himſelf to be the author of the 
book; but alleged that he wrote it with no ill in- 
tention”; his deſign, he ſaid, being only to lay thoſe 
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Things before the next-parliament for their conſide. 

ra ion. However, tlie court paſſed the following 

| ſentence: - 

That the doctor ſhould pay a fine of ten thou- 

and pounds, and be degraded from his miniſtry ; 

that he ſhould be brought to the pillory at Weſt- 

minſter while the court was fitting, and be there 

. whipped ; after which he ſhould be ſet upon the 

pillory a convenient time, and have one of his 

ears cut off, one fide of his noſe flit, and be 

branded in the face with S. S. as a ſower of ſedi- 

tion ; and then he ſhould be carried back to priſon, 

and after a few days be pilloried a fecond time, 

and, be there likewiſe whipped, and have the other 

fide of his noſe flit, and his other ear cut off; and 

then be ſhut up in the priſon of the fleet for the 

remainder of his life.” When this ſavage decrce 

was pronounced, the furious bigot Laud pulled off 

his cap, and gave God thanks for it. Hiſtory in- 

forms us, that the doctor underwent theſe puniſh- 

ments, and afterwards continued in cloſe con- 

finement for ten years, till he was ſet at liberty by 

the long parliament; but his ſufferings, and long 

And cloſe confinement, had fo impaired his health, 

that, when he was releaſed, he could hardly walk, 
© fee, or hear. + ; 

Laud having been elected chancellor of the uni- 

verſity of Oxford in the ſpring of the year 1530, 

he made it his buſineſs during the remainder of his 

- Jife to adorn the univerſity with buildings, and to 

_ enrich it with valuable MSS. and other books. He 

alſo cauſed the broken, jarring, imperfe& ſtatutes 

to be reviſed, collated, and thrown into regular 

order; and he conſiderably enlarged and improved 

St. John's college, where he had received his educa- 

tion. In fact, it ſeems to have been the chief 

employment of this high-ſpirited prelate to take 
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care of the externals of religion, and to make the 
church of England reſemble that of Rome as 
much as poſſible. For this purpoſe being now al- 
moſt abſolute in eccleſiaſtical, and having a gen 
ſhare in the adminiſtration of civil affairs, he ifſued. 
his orders in a peremptory manner, enjoining a. 
ſtrict conformity to all the external rites and cere- 
monies of religion, He cauſed the churches in 
general to be ornamented with pictures, images, 
and altar- pieces, and the communion- tables to be 
removed from the middle to the eaſt end of the 
churches, to be railed in, and to be called Altars. 
Kneeling at theſe altars, and the uſe of copes, an 
embroidered veſtment thrown over the ſhoulders 
of the prieſt, when adminiſtering the ſacrament, 
were alſo rigorouſly enforced ; and the pious, ſen- 
ſible part of the nation conſidering theſe ſuperſtiti- 
ous obſervances as ſo many advances towards the 
introduction of Popery, Laud was deteſted in all 
parts of the kingdom. But regardleſs of popular 
clamour, he went one ſtep- farther in the conſe» 
cration of the church of St. Catherine Creed in 
London. It had only been repaired; yet Laud, to 
make way for this ridiculous ceremony, fuſpended 
all divine ſerviee in it till it had been re-confecrat- 
ed; which idle ſervice he performed with nearly as 
much pomp and ceremony as is uſed by the pope 
when he opens the holy gate of St. Peter, and 
proclaims a jubilee. In fact, it was an imitation 
of all the idolatrous rites practiſed by the Romiſh 
prieſts at their altars. The detail of his fooleries 
upon this occaſion would be tedious in this place; 
the readef is therefore referred to Huine's hiſtory 
| 2 Great Britain, vol I. p. 202, 203, Edinb. 
„ | : a” 
In 1631, Laud was very active in cauſing St. 
Paul's cathedral to be repaired and beautified in a 
3 v 
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very expenſive and magnificent manner; for which 
purpoſe ſubſcriptions and contributions were raiſed 
in all parts of England. The privy- council ordered 
fach houſes and ſhops to be pulled down as Laud 
indicated were too contiguous to the cathedral, and 
the owners were required to accept a reaſonable ſa- 
tisfaction for the premiſes ; which if they refuſed, 
the ſheriffs of London were directed to ſee them 
pulled down, But the ſubſcriptions falling ſhort 
of the ſums required for this great undertaking, he 
made uſe of ſeveral illegal and oppreſſive methods 
of raiſing money; particularly proſecutions incur- 
ring the penalty of fines were carried on with great 
rigour in the ſtar- chamber and high-commiſſion- 
courts : compoſitions were likewiſe made with Po- 
piſh recuſants; and commutations of penance, ſo 
that the nation exclaimed, * St, Paul's is repaired 


with the fins of the people?“ About this time, 


it is likewiſe affirmed, that he made propoſals to 
the king at Woodftock, to prohibit the marriages 
of the clergy; and, he openly declared, that he 
would beſtow all the eccleſiaſtical preferments in 
His gift on fingle men, in preference to the mar- 
ried, provided their abilities were equal. But this 
declaration expoſed him to ſuch ſevere cenſures 
that he found himſelf under a neceſſity to put a 
top to it, which he did in the moſt effectual man- 
ner; for he negotiated a marriage between the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Turner, one of his chaplains, 
and a daughter of Francis, afterwards Sir Francis 
Windebank, and he performed the ceremony - 
himſelf in his chapel in London-houſe. 

In 1633, biſhop Laud attended. king Charles to 
Scotland, on the ſame errand as he had formerly 
accompanied king James ; but with this difference, 
that, being now armed with more authority, he 
puſhed the affair of the union of the two . of 
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England and Scotland with greater zeal : however, 
the Scots biſhops would not accept the liturgy of 
the church of England, but compoſed one for the 
churchof Scotland, with material alterations, which 
were oppoſed by Laud, but to no effect. EY, 
Having in vain endeavoured to ſupplant the more 
worthy archbiſhop Abbot, he at length ſucceeded 
him; by his death, which happened in ſo ſhort a 
time after the king's return from Scotland, that 
Laud was not yet arrived from that kingdom; his 
majeſty however almoſt inſtantly nominated him; 
and when Laud came to court, he ſaluted him in 
the following manner: My lord's grace of Can- 
terbury, you are welcome :” and the ſame day he 
gave orders for the diſpatch of the neceſſary inſtru- 
ments for his tranſlation, which took place in 
September 1633. In the interval, an emiffary from 
Rome came · to him at Greenwich, and repeatedly 
offered him a cardinal's hat, convincing him, at 
the ſame time, of his ability to perform his pro- 
miſe ; but the archbiſhop refuſed, alleging as >. 
reaſon. (ſo it is ſet down in his own diary), that 
ſomewhat ' dwelt within him, which would nor 
fuffer that till Rome were other than it is.” The 
fame month he was elected chancellor of the uni- 
yerfity of Dublin. | GLEN ER 
Early im the year 1634, upon the death of Weſs 
ton, earl of Portland, lord-high-treaſurer of Eng- 
land, our archbiſhop procured himſelf to be ap- 
pointed one of the commiſſioners of the Exchequer, 
and his friend Juxon, now-biſhop of London, was, 
dy his recommendation, made lord-treaſurer ; Laud _ 
having artfully perſuaded the king, that he could 
not make a better choice; for the biſhop of Lon- 
don having no family, nor any dgpendants to pro- 
mote, he would manage the revenue more to his 
majeſty's advantage than thoſe nobhlemen Woo 
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4 WILLIAM LAUD, 
ſought only to create vaſt eſtates for themſelves, 


' their families, and their parties. 


In the courſe of this year, our archbiſhop cauſed 
the revival of the Book of Sports, which was pub- 
lifhed- with his majeſty's declaration, enjoining, 
that it ſhould be read in all pariſh churches. The 
archbiſhop was accuſed of having enlarged it; and 
the people were confirmed in the opinion, that it 
was now enforced by his authority, when they 
found him active in proſecuting ſuch clergymen as 
refuſed to read it in their churches. However, it 


gave ſuch diſguſt, not only to the diſſenters in ge- 


neral, but even to moderate, well-meaning church- 
men, that ſome hiſtorians have not ſcrupled to 
date the ſecret defign of ſome of the Puritans to 
ſe the king from this event. | 
The ape th metropolitical viſitation em- 
ployed the greateſt part of his time during the re- 
mainder of this and the following year; and it gave 
him an opportunity of exerciſing his perſecuting 
faculties; for he made an attempt to force the 


conſciences of all foreigners ſettled in England, by 


compelling them to conform to the church of 


England, in direct violation of the privileges and 
indulgences granted to them by former princes, 


and notwithſtanding the- commercial benefits this 
country had received from their ingenuity and in- 


- duſtry. This act of religious deſpotiſm was vio- 


lently oppoſed by the Walloon, the French, and 
the Dutch Proteſtants, who were joined by all the- 
Englith Puritans ; and they refuſed to pay any de- 

rence to Laud's authority, which occafioned a 
warm conteſt; but in the end, Laud prevailed fo 


fla, that though foreigners of the firſt deſcent were 


allowed to worſhip God in their own way, yet 
their. deſcendants born in England were ordered 


by the king to repair to their ſeveral pariſh- 


churches, 
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churches, under the penalty of being proceeded 
againſt by the ecclefiaſtical laws. In like manner, 
Laud endeavoured to oblige the Engliſh factories 
abroad to conform themſelves to the worſhip and 
ceremonies of the Church of England; but many 
of the merchants neglecting fuch conformity, he 
obtained the king's order to enforce it. We muſt 
not, however, omit ons good action performed 
by the archbiſhop towards the cloſe of this Tu > 
it was in favour of the poor clergy of Ireland, for 
whom he obtained, from the king, a grant of all 
the impropriations that were then remaining in the 
crown. | | 
Unhappily for Laud, after he became one of the 
m of the treaſury, he was almoſt con- 
ſtantly engaged in Warm difputes with lord Cot- 
tington, chancellor of the exchequer, who avail- 
ing himſelf of Laud's choleric temper, and raſh re- 
ſolves, frequently deceived him, and led him into 
great errors. One remarkable inſtaner is revited at 
large in Clarendon's Hiſtory of the Rebe lion. 
The promotion of Dr. Juxon to be lord-treaſufet, 
for no other reaſon but becauſe he was a church-⸗ 
man, and the archbiſhop's tool, likewiſe inflamed 
the nobility againſt him. Juxon, ſays lord Cla- 
rendon, was a man fo unknown, that his name 
was ſcarcely heard of in the kingdom before his. 
promotion to the ſee of London; and as the high 
office of treaſurer had not been held by à charch- 
man before fince the reign of Henty VII. the 
firſt families in England began to be afarmed, aud 
to erben that, as the king had the honour ard 


% 


pro perity of the church ſo much at heart, the prieſt- 
hood would engroſs all the great offices of ſtate; 
and this paved the way to the ruin of the archbiſhop, 
wo, fiom his miſerable defe&ivenefs in politi- 
cal knowledge, if may be truly ſaid, fabricated | 
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the deſtruction of himſelf, and of his royal bene- 


. 


factor. ö 


His influence in Scotland being conſiderably in- 


.creaſed ſince he had been diſcovered to be one of 
the king's favourites, he now reſolved to accom- 
, .phiſh, if poſſible, the plan he had for many years 
Jet. his heart upon, to introduce the Engliſh li- 
turgy into the church of Scotland. Some eanons 
were publiſhed in 1635, but the liturgy was not 
produced till 1636. On the day it was firſt read 


at St. Giles's church in Edinburgh, it occaſioned 
a moſt violent tumult amongſt the common people, 


who were countenanced by the nobility. This 
affair rendered the archbiſhop more . odious than 
ever in Scotland; and at home, as his laſt effort 
of religious deſpotiſm, he attacked the liberty of 


the preſs, to which he was a bitter enemy, becauſe 


the complaints of the nation againſt him through 


this channel were circulated all over the kingdom: 
He. was confidered,.thercfore,, as the inftigator of a 
moſt ſevere proſecution carried on in the year 1637, 
in the ſtar- chamber- court, againſt Mr. Prynne, 
barriſter at law, for publiſhing a tract, intituled, 
& Hiftfio Maſiix, the players ſcourge, and actors 
tragedy,” written generally againſt plays, maſques, 


dancing, and entertainments of that ſort, in which 
the author, amongſt other things, aſſerts, that wo- 


men actors are notorious whores, and maintains 


his argument by inſtances of it. Unluckily the 


queen had acted a part in a paſtoral at Somerſet- 
houſe, not long after the publication of this piece, 
and the archbiſhop availed himſelf of this circum- 
ſtance to puniſh Prynne, who, in ſome other writ- 
ings, had been very ſevere upon him and the li- 
erarchy. It was falſely ſaid, that Prynne's piece 
was publiſhed before the queen acted her part, and 
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2 meditated affront to the queen. The king was 
perſuaded to look upon it in that light: Prynne 
was tried and ſentenced to pay a fine of 5o00ol. ; to 
be expelled the univerſity of Oxford and the law- 
ſociety of Lincoln's inn; to be degraded, and for 
ever diſabled to follow his profeſſion of the law; 
to ſtand in the pillory twice; to loſe both his ears 3 
to have his book burnt before his face by the com- 
mon hangman; and to ſuffer perpetual impriſon- 
ment. 5 | 
. Cloſe upon this, followed the proſecution of Dr. 
Baſtwicke, a phyſician, who had cauſed to be 
printed in Holland a treatiſe, intituled, ** Elenchus 
religionts papiſticæ, with an appendix, called, 
« Flagellum pontificis et epiſcoporum Latialium, A 
Confutation of Popery, and a Scourge for the Pope 
and the Latin bithops.” Several copies of this 
book being brought over and diſperſed in England, 
Laud and ſome of his brethren took it into their 
heads, that it was a general Hbel againſt epiſcopacy. 
and proſecuted hum in the Dee 
in 1633, where he received ſentence to pay a fine 
of 10001., to be excommunicated, prohibited the 
practice of phyſick, and impriſoned two years in 
the Gate-houfe. Againſt the illegality and ſeve- 
nity of this ſentence, he wrote two pieces during 
his confinement, which were deemed libels, and 
for theſe he was cited to appear in the ſtar- chamber 
this year with Prynne and Burton. He drew up 
an anſwer to the charge againſt him ; but no coun- 
fel would hen it, and without that the court 
would not receive it: upon which the Doctor ſaid, 
3 if your honours ſhall refuſe it, I proteſt before- . 
den and angels this day, I will put this anſwer 
© of mine into Roman buff (into Latin), and ſend. 
d through the whole Chriſtian world, that all 
men may fee. my innocency, and your illegal 
E | 5 5 66 pro- 
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* proceedings; and this I will de, if I die for it;“ 
and then he threw it into court. Nevertheleſs 
ſentence was paſfed on him the ſame day, June 
14th, 1637, being Hilary term, to pay a fine of 
5cool., to ſtand in the pillory, to loſe his ears, and 
to be impriſoned for life in ſome remote part of 
the kingdom. ; | 
The laſt perſon included in this infamous ſtar- 
chamber. inquiſition was the Rev. Mr. Henry Bur- 
ton, rector of St. Matthew's, in, Friday ſtreet, 
London. This gentleman, in two ſermons 
Joe the year before in his church, had re- 
ced on the biſhops, and pointed out ſeveral in- 
novations then lately Werd aner into the ſervice 
of the church by their order; for which he had 
been cited before one of the commiſſioners for ec- 
clefiaftical cauſes, who tendered him the oath ex 
officio, requiring him to anſwer to certain articles 
- exhibited againſt him; but be refuſed to take the 
oath, and appealed to the king. Yet a fpecial high- 
eommhition-court being called ſogn after. at Dbe- 
tors ccmmons, he was ſuſpended in his abſence: 
upon this he thought fit to conceal himſelf in his 
own houſe, and to publiſh his two ſermons, with 
an apology to juſtify His appeal. But on the firſt 
of February, 1637, a ſerjeant at arms, with ſeve- 
ral purſuwants, and other armed officers, by vir- 
tue of a warrant from the ſtar-chamber- court, 
broke open his doors, ſearched his ſtudy, and car- 
ried him to the Fleet priſon, where he was kept a 
eloſe priſoner for ſeveral weeks, and there he wrote 
a a letter to the king, another to the judges, and 2 
third, © To the true-hearted nobility ;” for which, 
and for his two ſermons, he was condemned with 
Prynne and Baſtwicke, and his puniſhment was 
nearly the ſame... %: Ba 
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But what enraged the le beyond meaſure, 
vas the baſenefs of the archbiſhop in proſecuting 
his old patron Dr, Willtams, biſhop of Lincoln, 
and late keeper of the great ſeal, in the ſtar-cham- 
ber, the particulars of which infamous tranſaction 
will be -found in the life of that worthy prelate. 
The preſs now abounded with inflammatory pam» 
phlets and remonſtrances againſt him; and he could 
find no other remedy but the worſt and moſt deſ- 
picable, ſubjecting the preſs to an imprimatur, 
which was effected in the following manner: He 
procured a decree from the ſlar · chamber court on 
the 11th of July, 1637, to regulate the trade of 
printing; whereby it was enjoined, that the maſter- 
printers ſhould be reduced to a certain number, and 
that none of them ſhould print any books till they 
were licenſed ejther by the archbiſhop, or the bithop 
of London, or ſome of their chaplains, or by the 
chancellors or vice-chancellors of the two univer - 
fities ; upon pain of the printer being diſabled from 
following his profeſſion in future, and farther 
proſecuted in the ſtar-chamber, or high-commiſhone 
court. Every merchant or bookſeller, who ſhould 
import any books from abroad, was to deliver a 
catalogue of them to the archbiſhop, or to the 
biſhop of London; and none were to be delivered 
or expoſed to ſale till theſe prelates, or their chap» 
lains, had read and approved them. It was alſo 
farther ordained, that no perſon ſhould cauſe to be 
printed beyond ſea any Engliſh book or books, 
whether formerly printed or not; nor was any boak 
to be re-printed, though formerly licenſed, without 
a new licence. | ns ; 

But not content with theſe illegal meaſures, 
Laud proceeded to a reſtraint on the perſonal liberty 
of the ſubje&; for the reſtraint of the preſs, to- 
Sether with the extreme rigour with which a con- 

N | formity 
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formity to the rites and ceremonies of the churck 
of England was now enforced, having occaſioned. 


great numbers, both of clergy and laity, to leave 
- the kingdom and ſettle in New England, he pre- 
vailed with the king to iſſue an arbitrary procla- 
mation, to the following purport : ** The king be- 
ing informed, that great numbers of his ſubjects 
are yearly tranſported into New-England, with 
their families and whole eſtates, that they may be 
out of the reach ¶ eccleſiaſtical authority; his majeſty 
commands, that his officers of the ſeveral ports 
ſhould ſuffer no perſon to paſs out of the kingdom, 
without licence from the commiſſioners of the plan- 
tations, and a teſtimonial from their miniſter, of 
their conformity to the orders and diſcipline of the 


church of England.” 


Towards the end of this year, Laud made uſe of - 


& fineſſe to divert the people from the idea they had 
- -entertained, and often publiſhed, that he was 
ſtrongly attached to SOpery an his heart. He openly 
exclaimed at the council-board in the king's pre- 
ſence, with great warmth, againſt the 5 and of 
Papiſts in London, their frequent reſort to Somer- 
ſet-houſe, and the inſufferable miſdemeanours of 
ſome of the prieſts in perverting his majeſty's ſub- 
jects to Popery. This duplicity gave great offence 
to the queen, who highly reſented it; and it was 
reported that the archbiſhop was in diſgrace at 
court, at which the people greatly rejoiced. But 
Laud, who knew how to govern his weak prince, 
- ſoon hit upon an expedient to inſure the conti- 
nuance of the royal favour. in the beginning of 
the year 1639, he wrote a circular letter to his 
ſuffragan: biſhops, wherein he exhorted them and 
their clergy to contribute liberally towards railing 
the army which the king was aſſeinbling, in order 
to bring the Scots to obedience. And as it 2 
| we 
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well known, that the whole ground of the quarrel 
proceeded from the ' oppoſition, which almoſt that 
whole kingdom had made to epiſcopal authority, 
and to the impoſition of a liturgy, he was juſtly 
branded with the appellation of an incendiary; and 
when all the ern taken by the king againft 
the Scots proved unſucceſsful, he was fo univer- 
ſally reproached, that even the king's fool or jeſter. 
did not ſpare him, but aſked him, #h»'s fool now ? 

for which he was diſcharged the king's ſervice, and 
baniſhed the court. | Fa xr wh 

During the remainder of this year, the archbi- 
ſhop was employed in a manner more ſuitable to his 
function, but {till conformable to his zeal for the 
church. He employed Mr. Petley to tranſlate the 
liturgy into Greek; and he engaged Dr: Joſeph Hall, 
biſhop of Exeter, to compoſe his famous treatiſe, 
intituled, “ Epiſcopacy by divine 'right aſſerted? 
but he could not cloſe the year without interfering. 
in the cabinet; and he was one of the three privy - 
counſellors who adviſed the king to call a parlia- 
ment in caſe of a rebellion in Scotland; bat at the 
ſame time he concurred in a reſolution, if he was 
not the chief mover of it, to aſſiſt the king by ex- 
traordinary ways and means, if the parliament 
ſhould prove peevith and refuſe ſupplies. 

The parliament was accordingly ſummoned, and 
met on the 13th of April, 1640, and immediately 
launched out into violent complaints, againſt the 
archbifhop, and at firſt infiſted on a full redreſs of 
grievances before they would grant a ſupply. Upon 
which the king ſent à meſſage to the houſe of com- 
mous, declaring the urgency of his affairs; and 
that, if the commons would aſſiſt him againſt the 
Scots, he would quit his claim to ſhip-money, and 
give-them ſatis faction in their juſt demands; which 
Was well received by the houſe, But, unluckily 
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the king ſent a ſecond meſſage by Sir Henry Vane, 
Tequiring 2 ſupply of fix ſubſidies, which it is 
thought would have been granted, but Sir Henry 
either by miſtake, or deſignedly, demanded twelve 
ſubſidies, which threw the houſe into a flame; 
then be went to the king, and affured him that no 
money would be granted againſt the Scots; to which 
his majeſty gave credit, and abruptly diſſolved the 
3 an error in judgment which proved 
fatal to him, by making way for the long parlia- 
ment, into which men of more vio! nt principles 
againſt kingly government were elected. The na- 
tion being highly incenſed at the diſſolution of the 
rhament, and it being generally attributed to 
Aud, who it was thought had adviſed the mea- 
ſare to fave himſelf, the people began to grow out- 
Tegeous againſt him, eſpecially in London; and 
the convocation Og voted the king the fix ſub- 
fidies he had required from the commons, a paper 
was paſted up at the Old Exchange on the gth of 
May, exherting the apprentices to riſe and plunder 
the archbiſhop's palace at Lambeth, on the 1 ith. 
Accordingly about 500 aſſembled on that day, and 
attempted it; but, the two days interval having given 
the archbiſhop ſufficient time to be in readineſs to 
receive them, they were obliged to retire, and ſome 
Were taken a few days after, who were tried for 
high-treafon,: upon the ſtatute of Edward III. for 
levying war againſt the king : becauſe they had a 
drum beat before them, the judges reſolved it to be 
treaſon, upon which they were condemned, but 
only one ſuffered, who was a cobler and a ring: 
leader. He was hanged, drawn and quartered, aud 
his limbs fixed upon London-bridge. 
At * the ſtorm, which had been long go 
thering, burſt upon the head of this victim to his 
dun pride and bigotry, The long parliament A 
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on the 2d of November 1640; and on the 18th of 
December, Denzill Holles, ſecond fon to John 
earl of Clare, by order of the houſe of commons. 
impeached archbiſhop Laud of high-treaſon, and 
other high crimes and miſdemeanours, at the bar 
of the houſe of lords; and acquainted their lord- 
ſhips, that the commons would make proof of their 
charge againſt him in convenient time, defiring in 
the mean while that ke might be commi ted to ſafe 
cuſtody. Whereupon his grace was ordered. to 
withdraw, but firſt he fpoke to this effeck: That 
he was forry for the offence which. had been taken 
againſt him, but defired their Jordſhips to look 
upon the whole courſe of his life, which, he ſaid, 
was ſuch, that he did yerily perſuade himſelf not 
one man in the houſe of commons did believe in 
his heart, that he was a traitor.” He was called to 
order by the earl of Eſſex, who ſaid it was an in- 
decent reflection upon the whole houſe of com- 
mons, to ſuppoſe that they ſhould accuſe him ot 
ſo high a crime, if they did not themſelves believe 
him guilty. The archbiſhop then defired, that he 
might be proceeded againſt in the antient parlia- 
mentary way; to which lord Say anſwered, he muſt 
not preſcribe to them how they ſhould proceed. 
After this ſhort converſation, his grace withdrew, - 
but was preſently called in to the bar, where the 
gentleman-uſher of the black-rod waited to take 
him into cuſtody, purſuantto an order of the houſe, 
Their lordſhips alſo ordered, that no member of 
their houſe ſhould vifit him. He was no ſooner in 


confinement, than the Scottiſh commiſſioners,” 


who were come to Rippon, in Yorkſhire, to treat 
of an accommodation between tlieir country and 
he king, fent a ſtrong remonſtrance to the parlia - 
ment againſthim; and this piece ſerved to ſtrengthen 
the articles preparing by the commons againſt him, 
Vor. III. L | After 


- 
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After he had been ten weeks in the houſe of the 


gentleman-uſher, the commons ſent up fourteen 
articles of impeachment to the houſe of lords, de- 
firing time to exhibit the proofs of each, ad that 
he might be kept ſafe. Upon which, he was con- 
veyed to the Tower, on the firſt of March, 1641, 

amidſt the reproaches and inſults of multitudes of 
people, who lined the ſtreets to ſee him paſs. The 
Next care of the houſe of commons was to re- 
leaſe all perſons who had been illegally impriſoned 
by decrees of the ſtar · chamber and high- commiſſion- 
courts, and to oblige thoſe who had paſſed uajuſt 
fentences upon them to make all the reparation in 
their power. , 

The archbiſhop having been the principal agent 
in the ſevere proceedings againſt Prynne, Baſtwicke, 
and Burton, he was ordered to make ſatis faction for 
the damages they had fuffered by their ſentence and 
impriſonment; and he was fined 20,0001. for the 
active part he had taken in the convocation held in 

1640, in which ſundry canons had been made, 
containing. according to the following reſolution 
of the houſe of commons, many k matters con- 
4rary to the king's prerogative, to the fundamental 
laws and ſtatutes ot this realm, to the rights of par- 
hament, to the property and Rberty of the ſubject; 
and matters tending to ſedition and of dangerous 


8 
conſequęnce.“ 
The ſuhſtance of the fourteen articles of im- 
peachment againſt the archbiſhop were reduced by 
His council to- three gencral charges. Hirt, an em 
deavour td ſubvert the fundamental laws of the 
_ «realm; anq, inſtead thereof, to introduce an arbl- 
trary and tyrannical government, againſt law. 
Seconalr, an endeavour to ſubvert the true religion, 
as by law eſtabliſhed; and, inſtead thereof, to ſet. 


2 up Popilh ſupeiſtition and idolatry. Thirdly gr 
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the had Jaboured to ſubvert the rights of parlia- 
ment, and the antient-courſe-of parliamentary pro- 
.ccedings, and by falſe and malicious ſlanders to in- 
cenſe the king againſt parliaments. ; 
The defence ſet up was, that, admitting all the 
charges to be true, they did not amount to high- 
treaſon, by any eſtabliſhed law of the kingdom. 
This juſtification of Laud by his counſel has been 
ſuppoſed by ſome to be a good one; and their con- 
cile method of ſtating the whole charge is given 
here, to avoid the detail of the ſeveral articles. 
We muſt now. return to ſome material tranſs 
actions, previous to the trial. | 
In May 1641; the archbiſhop was ſentenced by 
the houſe of lords te pay 500 l. to Sir Robert 
Howard, for falſe impriſonment. In June, he re- 
ſigned the chancellorſhip of the univerſity of Ox» 
ford ; and in Oaber the houſe of lords ſequeſtered 
uis eccleſraſtical juriſdiction, putting jit into the 
hands df his iuferior officers ; and enjoined, that he 
ſhould not diſpoſe of any benefice, without firſt 
having tire approbation of the houſe of the perſon. 
nominated by him. In January, 1642, they or- 
dered the arms and ordnance he kept at his palace 
at Lambeth to be taken away by the ſheriffs. of 
London and Middleſex ; and the archbiſhop, by - 
lis own account, had as many arms as cot him 
upwards of 300 l.; for what purpoſe; as a church=" 
man, is hard to be conceived, certainly with no 
good deſign. Before the end of this year, all the 
rents and profits of the archbiſhoprick were ſequeſ- 
tered by the lords, for the uſe of the common. 
wealth; and when he petitioned the parliament for 
a maintenance, he could not obtain any; nor any 
part of a quantity of wood and coals, his pro- 
perty, remaining at Lambeth, and valued by him 
4 200 J. though he wanted them for his noceſſary 
MJ . | ', uſe 
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uſe in the Tower; This, by ſome writers, has 
been deemed very ſevere, and much has been ſaid 
of the malice of his enemies. But it ſhould be ob- 


4 


ſerved, that the ſevere proceedings againſt him 


were voted in the houſe of lords; and that the high 
crimes and miſdemeanours he had nadoubtedly 
committed, if they did not amount to high-trea- 
ſon, were fuch daring and cruel violations of the 
religious and civil rights of his fellow-fubjeRs, that 
it was neceſſary to make a ftriking example of a 
marr of his ſacred order and high ſtation. 
On the 25thof April, 1643, a motion was made 
in the houſe of commons, to tranſport him to New- 


England, but it was over-ruled. x 


- 


On the qth of May, his goods and books at 

Lambeth were ſeized, and the goods ſold publicly 
fora third of the value. Great complaint is again 
made by moſt of the writers of his life on this ſub- 
ject: it is called very ſevere and unjuſt treatment, 
becauſe he had not yet been brought to his trial, 
nor legally convicted of any crime. But here lies 
the error: he had been ſentenced, as we have ſcen, 
to pay one ſum of 500 JI. and no doubt, by this 
time, Prynne, Baſtwicke, and Burton, had made 
their demands of reparation ; ſo that it is moſt pro- 
bable, his goods were ſeized and fold by civil pro- 
ceſs, to pay or ſecure payment to the injured par- 
Ses. 8 | 

On the 16th of the ſame month, an ordinance 
of parhament was ifſued, enjoining him not to con- 
fer any bene ſice without leave, and an order from 
teth houſes. On the 31ſt of the fame month, Mr, 
Prynne, the ſame whom qe had ſo unjuſtly punithed, 
now a member of the houſe of commons, received 
a warrant from the cloſe committee of that houſe 
to ſearch his room in the Tower for papers, which 


he executed with an indecent rigour, which —_ 
he | 1 
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that he harboured reſentment : for he even examined 
his pockets, and carried away his diary, witich was 
nngeneroufly pubhſhed before his death; alſo ſome 
papers, containing his private devotions, and twenty 
one looſe papers, containing memorandums draw 
by himſelf for his defence on--his trial; a-promile,.. 
it is ſaid, was-Iltkewiſe. violated upon this occaſion, 
for Prynne promiſed to reſtore theſe papers to him 
in three days, but he only returned a very fſaaall 
part. Shortly after this event, the archbiſhop hav- 
ing beſtowed: a; living without paying any regard 
to the ordinance of the parliament, he was totally 
ſuſpended; and on the 1oth of October ten ad- 
ditional articles of impeachment were carried up- 
by the commons to the houſe of lords againſt: 
him, and the lords were defired to haſten his trial. 
He had now been three years a priſoner in the 
Tower, and was ſo looſely guarded, that it was 
generally thought to be the intention, even of his 
enemies, that he ſhould eſcape; but now the na- 
tion being involved in all the horrors of a civil 
war, thoſe who had loſt near and dear relations: 
in the field of battle began to caſt their eyes on 
Laud, as the principal author of this calamity, and 
loudly to demand his head. The trial therefore 
was brought on the 12th of March, 1644 ; and, af- 
ter it had laſted twenty days, the commons, find-- 
ing they had not ſufficient evidence to convict him 
ef treaſon in the ordinary courſe. of law, had 
recourſe to the ſame. method as had been taken 
in the caſe of the carl of Strafford. They had- 
ſuch influence with the lords, that, after the whole 
of the evidence and pleadings had been gone 
through, and the archbiſhop had made his de- 
tence, which, by the confeſſion of his enemies, 
Was a very able one, the houſe adjourned without 
coming to any deterinination ; and here the matter 
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r A SEE es Di EIS an ee eo — , Ä —— 
- = = — _ 
— — — 
— 


- — — ——— —KU—— — 


time in the houſe of commons, and paſſed and ſent 


paſſed in a very thin houſe, the lords preſent be- 


decency to the laſt, getting under the ſcaffold, 
and looking at him through the crevices. of the 


and obliged to call to the proper officers either to 
Kop them with clay, or to remove the people, be- 
Was, a declaration of his being a true member of 
.endeayouring an uniformity; an exculpation of 
the king from the charge of. favouring. Popery; 2. 
plemn proteſtation at the hour. of his death, the 


_ _ that he was innocent of the two points of treaſon 
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reſted, from the-29th of July, till the 1 3th of No» 
vember, when a bill of attainder was read the tirſt 


up to the lords on the 16th. There it tuck til! 
January, 1645; moſt of the /peers abſconding to 
avoid paſſing it; and on the 4th of that month it 


ing over-awed, as it is reported by ſome authors, 
by the violence of the earl of Pembroke, and the 
menaces of the mob without doors. | 
The archbiſhop- received the news of his con- 
demnation with great fortitude ; but, finding the 
ſentence to be that which the, law awards againſt 
high-treaſon,, he made repeated applications to have 
it changed to; beheading, which was granted, but 
not without much oppoſition from thoſe who had 
ſuffered ignominious puniſhments by his decrees, 
The roth of January, 1645, being appointed 
for his execution, he was conducted to a ſcaffold 
on Tower-hill, where he made a long, eloquent, 
and affecting ſpeech to the people; which moved: 
many to pity, while others as eagerly enjoyed the 
melancholy ſpectacle, and behaved with great in- 


boards,; fo that he was diſturbed in his devotions, 


ing unwilling, he ſaid, that his blood ſhould fall 
upon their heads. The ſubſtance of his ſpecch 


the Church of England, and that he ſuffered for 


ſame as he had made at the bar of both. houſes, 
charged; 


% 
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charged againſt him—he had never endeavoured” 
the ſubverſion of law, or religion neither was he 
an enemy to parliaments. As to the parliament by 
which he was condemned, he intimates, that it 
was miſinformed and miſgoverned, which was ſo- 
much the worſe, as the ſubject was thereby left 
without a remedy. In the reſt of this famous? 
ſpeech, there are ſtrong marks of unfeigned- piety ;- 
but whenever he touches the political cord;. or the” 
authority of the Church, the leading foibles. of 
his heart are manifeſt : it is therefore more chari- 
table, in an enlightened age, to ſuppreſs than to 
republiſh ſuch parts-of it as do no. honour to his 
memory. 5 „ 
After ſome time paſſed in private devotions, he 
ſubmitted to the fatal ſtroke, putting off mortality 
with uncommon firmneſs. His head was ſevered; 
from his body at one blow; and the corpſe was 


mterred by his friends in tlie parift-church of, 


Allhallows, in Tower-ftreet; but it was taken 
up after the Reſtoration, and carried to Oxford, 
where it was depoſited in tlre chapel of St. John's 
college. OE Ie rid ĩͤ ͤ hb, 
After reading with the utmoſt attentſo and cool 
judgment the very different characters given of 
archbiſhop Laud by his contemporaries, and mak= 
ing all poſſible allowance: for the heat of party, 
and the general complexion of the times, the 
editor of this work owns he could not find any. on 
which he could rely for truth and candour; but 
the author of the BRITISH BTOORAPH x, to whom 
he ſtands indebted for very great aſſfiſtance, ap- 
pears to him to have drawn it with a ſtrict regard 
to both; he therefore makes no ſcruple to inſert” 
it from that valuable publication. Laud was 
undoubtedly a man of conſiderable learning and 
abilities; but was, notwithſtanding, in many re- 


L4 ſpects, 


— 
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. ſpeQts, extremely weak and ſuperſtitious. Of this 
- Jus diary affords very pregnant inſtances. He was 
allo of a very warm, haſty, and paſſionate temper, 

and of a diſpoſition ſomewhat vindiftive ;. but, in 
other reſpects, his private life appears to have been 
free from reproach ; though we can find in his ac- 
tions but very few evidences of that immen/e virtue 
Which lord Clarendon attributes to him. He was 
of very arbitrary Principles, both in church and 
ſtate ; extremely active in promoting. the moſt il- 
legal and deſpotic meaſures of government, and 
anclined to very ſevere methods in the ecclefiaſtt- 

cal courts, eſpecially againſt the Puritans, and all 
who made any oppoſition to the doctrines or cere- 
monies eſtabliſhed by authority. As to his theo- 
Jogical principles, though he could not with pro- 
priety be termed a Papiſt, it is nevertheleſs certain, 

| that he was a great favourer of many of the doc- 
trines maintained by the church of Rome; and 


4 


that the religion he laboured to eſtabliſh partook 

largely of the nature. and genius of Popery. 

* > *Thovgh he would got probably have choſen that 
gland ſhould have been brought into ſubjection 
the ope, he appcared very deſirous of being 
Hhimſelf the fovereign patriarch of three king- 
comms. 7 | . i 
ile was munificently liberal, and, befides his ſe- 

yeral bene factions to the univerſity of Oxford, he 
pProcured a new charter, and a body of new ſta- 

_ utes, for Trinity-college, Dublin. He founded 
an hoſpital at Reading, and endowed it with re- 

| - venues, amounting to 2001, per annum. Upon 
the whole, he diſcovered great taſte for ancient 
learning, and was a friend to men of letters, when 

\ their ſtudies did not interfere with his religion or 


politicks. 
8 fad At 
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As an author, Laud gained but little reputation, 
except for his account of the conference betweey: 
him and Fifher the ſeſuit, which paſſed througtr* 
ſeveral editions, and bore a great character in 
times when the controverſies between the Proteſ- 
tants and the Roman Catholicks in England ran 
very high; but ſo many more valuable per- 
formances have appeared upon the ſame .ſubje&: 
ſince the preſs has enjoyed uniĩnterrupted * 6 
that it is in no repute at preſent. - This tract, 
ſeven ſermons, and ſhort annotations on the life - 
and death of James I. are all the literary pro- 
ductions of our archbiſhop, printed in his liſe- 
time; and it ſeems aſtoniſhing, . that, after ſuchy1 
high encomiuns on his learning by various wri- 
ters, we ſhould find ſo little proof of it from these 


reſs. be 
Several poſthumous works were publiſſied at dif-- 
ferent periods under his name; but-they are not of 
that importance to require a nice ieſtigation oft 
their authenticity. SIE 1 
, Authorities, Heylin's Life of Archbiſhò 
Laud, fol. 1668. Wood's Athen. Oxon. Britifhbir 
Biography, vol. iv. 806. e 
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TO HN WILLIAMS, 


- AxcnBpIsuoPof York, and LoxDp-KEEPER of. 
6: the GREAT-SEAL of ExGLAnn. 


(A. D. 1582, to 1650.) 


ls eminent man united in his character. 
the divine and the lawyer, and in both ca- 
F. deſervedly os very great reputation. 
was the eſt fon of Edward Williams, Eſq;. 
of Aber Caiſway, in Caernarvonſhire, in Wales, 
where he was: born the 25th of March, 1582. He 
mas educated at the public ſchool at Reuthen, and: 
at fixteen Fears of age admitted of St. John's col- 
lege in Cambridge. His natural parts were very 
uncommon, and his application ſtill more ſo; for 
Ke was of fo ſingular and happy a conſtitution, that 
from his youth upwards he never: required more 
than three hours ſleep out of the twenty-four, to 
keep him in perfect health. He took the degrees in 
arts, and was made fellow of his college; yet this 
Arſt piece of-preferment was obtained by way of 
mandamus from king James I. His manner of ſtu- 
dying tad ſomething particular in it. He uſed to 
Mot one month to a certain province, eſteeming 
variety, almoſt as refreſhing as ceſſation from la- 
boaur; at the end. of which, he would take up ſome 


other 
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ether matters, and ſo on, till he came round to his 
former courſes. This method he obſerved; eſpeci- 
ally in his theological ſtudies ; and he found his- 
account in it. He was alſo an exact philoſopher, 
as well as an able divine, and admirably verſed in 
all branches of literature. | 54 
He was not, however, ſo much diſtinguiſhed for- 
bis learning, as for his - uncommorr-dexterity and* 
{kill in buſineſs. When he, was not more than-fives- _ 

and-twenty, he was employed by the college in 
ſome concerns of theirs, on which occaſions he” 
was ſometimes admitted to ſpeak before archbiſhop”: 
Bancroft, who was exceedingly taken with his en- 
gaging wit and decent behaviour 
Another time he was deputed, by the maſters and 
fellows of his college, as their agent to court, to 
petition James I. for a mortmaiĩn, as an inereaſe of: 
their maintenance; when he ſucceeded in his ſuit, 
and was taken particular notice of by the King; for- 
there was ſomething in him which his majeſty 
liked ſo well, that he told him of it long aſter, 
when he came to be his principal officer. Heen-- 
tered into orders in his twenty- ſeventh year ; aud 
took a ſmall living, which lay beyond St. Edmund's 
Bury, upon the confines of Norfolk. Im 16175 he- 
was inſtituted to the rectory of Grafton Regis, in 
Northamptonſhire, at the king's prefentativn ; and? 
the ſame year was recommended to the lord- chan 
cellor Egerton for his chaplain, but obtained leave 
of the chancellor to continues one year longer att 
Cambridge, in order to ſerve the office of proctor 
of the univerſity. In 1612, he was inſtituted to 
the rectory of Grafton Underwood, in Northamp- 
tonſhire, on the. preſentation of Edward earl of 
Worceſter, and the ſame year took a bachelor of 
divinity's degree. In- ttz, he was made præcen - 
tor of Eiucoln g fector of, Waldgrave, in Nor- 
i 11 tamptenſhires, 
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thamptonſhire, in 1614; and between that year 
and 1617 was collated to a prebend and reſidentia - 
- Tyſhip in the church of Lincoln; to prebends in 
thoſe of Peterborough, Hereford, and St, David's, 
The chancellor Egerton dying the 25th of 
March, 1617, gave Mr. Williams ſome books and 
Papers, all written with his own hand. His lord- 
 Thip, upon the day ef his death, called Mr. Wil- 
- - Hams to him, and told him, that if he wanted mo- 
ney, he would leave him ſuch a legacy in his will 
as ſhould enable him to begin the world like a gen- 
teman..'-** Sir,” fays Mr. Williams, I kiſs your 
bands: von have filled my cup full; I am far from, 
want, unleſs it be of your lordſhip's directions, 
* how 40" live in the world, if 1 ſurvive you.“ 
Well,“ ſaid the chancellor, I know you are- 
an expert workman: take theſe tools to work 
with; they are the beſt I have;” and ſo gave him, 
the books and papers. Biſhop Hacket ſays, that 
he ſaw the notes; and that they were collections. 
_ for the well - ordering the high court of parliament, 
the court of chancery, the ſtar- chamber, and the. 
. council-board : ſo that he had a good ſtock to ſet 
with, Theſe papers are ſuppoſed to bave been, 
of great ſervice to Williams. | 
When Sir Francis. Bacon was made lord-keeper, 
Be offered to.cantinye Mr. Williams his chaplain ;. 
Who, however, dechning it, was made a. juſtice of 
tze peace by his lordſhip for the county of Nor- 
thampton. He was made king's chaplain at tlie 
- Fame time, and had orders to attend his majeſty in. 
His Northern progreſs, which was to begin ſoon at-. 
ter; but the biſhop of Wincheſler got leave for 
him to ſtay and take bis doctor's degree, for the: 
fake of giving entertainment to Marco Antonio de 
Dominis, archbiſhop: of Spalato, who was lately, 
Come to England, and defigned to be * 
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the commencement following. Thequeſtions which 
he maintained for his degree were, Supremus magiſ- 
tratus non eft excommunicabilis, and Subduftio calicis 
oft mutilatio ſacramenti & ſacerdotij. In 1619, he- 
preached before the king, on Matth. ii. 8, and? 
rinted his ſermon by his majeſty's order. The- 
; --_ year he was collated to the deanery of Saliſ- 
bury ; and the year after removed to the deanery-. 
of Weſtminſter, He obtained this preferment by» 
the intereſt of the marquis of Buckingham; whom, 
for ſome time, he neglected to court, ſays hiſhop- 
Hacket, for two reaſons; firſt, becauſe he mightily- 
ſuſpected the continuance of the marquis in favours | 
at court; ſecondly, becauſe he ſaw that the mar- 
quis was very apt ſuddenly to look cloudy upon- 
his creatures, as if he had raiſed - them up on pur 
poſe to caſt them down. LS 7: 
However, once, when the doctor was attending 
the king, in the abſence of the marquis, his majeſty 


.alked him abruptly, and without any relation to the- | 


diſcourſe then in hand. When-he was with Buck 
mgham ?”* „Sir,“ faid the doctor, I have hads 
no buſineſs to reſort to his lordſhip.” But, 


replied the king, whereſoever he is, you muſt go-, © 


to him about my bufineſs :” which he accordingly- 
did, and the marquis received him courteouſly. . 
He took this as a- hint from the king to frequent 
the marquis; to whom he was afterwards ſerviee- 
able in. furthering. bis marriage with the -great- 
heireſs, the earl of Rutland's daughter. He re- 
_ claimed her ladyſhip, from the errors of the Church 
of Rome, to the faith and: profeſſſon of the Church 
af England; in order. to which, he drew up the: 
elements. of the true religion for: her uſe, and 
| [rinted twenty copies of it with no name, only by 
 Wald-prebendary of Weſtminſter. , A | 


— 
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The lord chane&tfor Bacon! being removed from- 
is office in May, 1621, Dr. Williams was made 

lord-keeper of the great-ſeal of England, the 1oth 

af July fellowing; and, the ſame month, biſhop 
of Lincoln, with tho deanery of Weſtminſter, and 
the rectory of Waldgrave, in commendam. When 
the great-feal was brought to the king from lord 
Bacon, his- majeſty was overheard. by fome near 
im to ſay, upon the delivery of it to him, Now, 
by my foul, 1 am pained at the heart where to be- 
Now this, for, as to my lawyers, I think they be all 
- Knaves.” Several perſons were thought of for this 
office, particularly Sir James Leigh, Sir Henry 
"Hobart, and the earl of Arundel. But he who, 
was moſt likely to obtain it, was Sir Lionel Cran- 
field, maſter of the court of wards. However, the 
- _ king, before he would diſpoſe of it, had ſet Buck- 
- - wnghamto enquire what the profits of the poſt might 
amount to in juſtice, and whether certain perqui- 
tes were natural to it, which ſome had a great 
mind to cut off., Sir Lionel Cranfield, in full ex- 
pectation of obtaining the office, intreated the mar- 
ets of Buckingham to be quick, and to adviſe 
doncerning the matter with the dean of Weſtmin- 
„ ter, à found and 4 ready man, it was ſaid, who! 
pas not wont to clap» the ſhackles of delay upon 
_ a buſineſs,” Accordingly, dean Williams being 
polen to, ta:draw up in writing. what he thought 
c the matter, he ſpeedily returned an account of- 
the legal revenue: of the office of lord-keeper, with 
ſome obſervations. relative thereto. This paper was 
- carried” by Buckingham to the king; who, having. 
read it; ſaid, You: name divers to me to be my 
chancellor. Qyeen Elizabeth, after the death 
of Sir Cbriſtopher Hatton, was inclined in her own: 
judgment, that the good man, archbiſhop Whitgitt,. 
e refuſed it. . 
1 EP | * 
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uſo of his great age, and the whole multitude of 


eccleſiaſtical affairs lying upon his ſhoulders. Let | 


Whitgift knew not the half that this man doth in 
reference to this office.” The marquis was für- 
prized at what the kin ſaid ; however, he replied, 
« Sir, I am a ſuitor for none, but for him that is 
ſo capable in your great judgment.“ Be you ſatif- 
fied then,” faid the king. I think. I. ſhall ſeek 
no farther:””” Upon this, Buckingham immediately- 
ſent a meſſenger to dean Williams, acquainting: 
him, that the king had a preferment in the deck 
for him,” The dean; who was ignorant. of what: - 
had paſled;. mifunderſtood the meſſage, ſuppoſing 
_ itmightrclate to the-biſhoprick of London, now va- 
' cant by the death of Dr. King, and for which 
Williams had made ſome application Bat he was 
ſoon aequainted what the preferment was, which» 
was intended för him. And in- this -unexpe&edt. 
manner was Dr. Williams raifed to this bigh and 
important office ; and accordingly, on the roth of 
Jaly, 1621, he was ſworn- keeper: of the great-- 
| ſeal of England. The fame month he was like- 
wile promoted to the biſhoprick of Lincoln, and 
was alſo permitted to- hold the deanery of Weſt- 
minſter, and. the rectory of Waldgrave,. in com 
mendam. | = | | 3 
. Biſhop+ Williams diſcharged the duties of Bis 
poſt, as lord - keeper, with eminent ability, and with, 
extraordinary diligence and aſſiduity. It is faid By 
Hicket, that, when our prelate firſt entered upon 
this office, he had ſuch a load of buſineſs, that he. 
was forced. to fit. by candle- liglit in the court of 
chancery two hqurs: before day,. and to remain 
there till between eight and nine; after: which he 
repaired to the houſe of peers, where he ſat as ſpeaker 
till twelye or one every day. After a ſhort repaſr 
at Rome, He then returned, ta hear tlie caules.. 
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- ih chancery; - which he could not diſpatch in the 
morning: or, if he attended the council at White- 
hall, he came back towards evening,” and followed 
His chancery-buſineſs till eight at night, and later. 

After this, when he came home, he peruſed what 
papers his ſecretaries brought to him; and when 
+ that was done, though late in the night, he pre- 
red himſelf for the buſineſs which was to be tranſ- 

= afted next morning in the houſe of lords. And 
we are told, that, when he had been one year lord- 

; Keeper, he had finally concluded more cauſes than 

- had been difpatched in the ſeven preceding years. 
In the ſtar · chamber he behaved with more lenity 
and moderation in general, than was uſual among 
judges of that court. He would excuſe him- 
- ſelf from inflictiog any ſevere corporal puniſhment 
upon an offender, by ſaying, that councils had for- 
bade the biſhops from meddling with blood in a ju- 

- _ dicial form. And in pecuniary fines his hand was 
ſo light, that the lord-treaſurer Cranfield * com- 

__ plained againſt him to the king, for leſſening his, 

+ majeſty's fees. He was as generous alſo in remit- 
ting his own fines; of which the following is given 

2s an inſtance. . Sir Francis Inglefield had ſaid be- 
forte witneſſes, **that he could prove this holy bi- 
fhop-judge had been bribed by ſome. that had fared. 
Well in theircauſes.” The lord-keeper, to clear 
Himſelf, calls upon Sir Francis to make good his 
words: , which he not being able to do, a fine of 

ſioome thouſand pounds was laid upon him, to be 

paid to the King. and the injured party. But, ſoon 
after,” biſhop Williams fent for Sir Francis, and 

__ - told him he would give him a demonſtration, that 

be was above a bribe; and for my part,” ſaid he, 

. +, <:T forgive you every penny of my fine, and will beg 

-  - of his majeſty to do the ſame.” This piece of ge- 
 , metoſity ſo vanquithed Sit- Francis, thar he ac- 
- KInewledged his fault, and was afterwards received 


A 
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into ſome degree of friendſhip and acquainta 22 805 


with the lord-keeper.., 5 


The lord- Keeper made uſe of his influence with 


the king in behalf of ſeveral noblemen who were 
under the royal diſpleaſure, and in confinement. 


He prevailed with his majeſty to ſet at liberty the 


earl of Northumberland, who had been fifteen years 


a priſoner in the Tower. He procured alſo the en- 


largement of the earls of Oxford and Arundel, both 
of whom had been a conſiderable time under con- 
finement. He employed likewiſe his good offices 
with the king in behalf of many others of inferior 
rank. To this purpoſe biſhop Hacket relates the 
following ſtory: A clergyman had been impriſoned 
for meddling with ſtate-affairs in the pulpit. Biſhop 
Williams was defirous of procuring his releaſementz 


and therefore he went to the king, and told him 


that he had heard ſome idle goſſips complained of 


bis 1 grievouſly, and did not ſtick to curſe 


bim. Why, what evil have J done to them?“ 
faid the king. Sir, ſaid the lord-keeper, ſuch. 


2 man's wife, upon tidings of her huſband's impri- 
ſonment, fell preſently into labour, and the mid- 


wives can do her no good to deliver her, but ſay it 


will not be effected till ſhe be comforted to ſee her 
huſband again; for which the women that aſſiſt her 


revile you, that her pains ſhould ftick at ſuch a 
difficulty. Now weal away,” ſaid the king, 


* ſend a warrant preſently to releaſe him, leſt tis 


* woman periſh.” | 


. Mr. Knight, a young divine of Oxford, had alſo. 


advanced ſomewhat in a ſermon which was faid to, 
be derogatory to the royal prerogative, for which he 


was a long time imprifoned in the Gatehouſe ; and 


a charge was about to be drawn up againſt him, to 


impeach him of treaſonable doctrine. One Dr. 


White, a clergyman far advanced in years, was 


likewiſe in great danger of a proſecution 1 | 


2n- JOHANN WILLIAMS; 
fame kind Biſhop Williams was very deſirous 
of bringing both theſe gentlemen off, and he hit on 
the. following ſtratagem to effect it. Some in- 
Aruftions had been appointed to be drawn up, by his 
are and directions, for the performance of uſeful. 
and orderly preaching; which being under his hand 
t diſpatch, he now beſought his majeſty, that this 
proviſo might paſs among the reſt; that none of the 
elergy might be permitted to preach before the age 
of thirty years, nor after three ſcore On my 
foul” (ſaid the king), © the devil, or ſome fit of 
madneſs, is in the motion; for I have many great 
wits; aud of clear diſtillation, that have preached 
befofe me at Royſton and Newmarket, to my great 
King, that are undet thirty. And my prelatcs 
oo chaplains, that are far ſtriken in years, are the 
| maſters in that faculty that Europe affords,” 
* Lagree to all this (anſwered the lord-keeper) ; and 
ee ur majeſty will allow both young and old: 
to go up into the pulpit, it is but juſtice that you 
flew. indulgence to the young ones, if they run into 
errors: before their wits be ſettled (for every appten- 
dee is allowed to mar ſome work, before he be cun- 
ming in the myſtery of his trade); and pity to the 
old ones; if fome of them fall into dotage, when 
their Brains grow dry. Will your majeſty conceive 
diſpleafure, and no lay it down,; if the. former ſet 
teeth. an edge ſometimes, before they are mel- 
— and if the doctrine of the latter be touched 
with a blemiſh, when they begin to be rotten, and 
td drop from the tree? This is not enfit for con- 
fideration (ſaid the king); but ,what do you drive 
ze?” Sir,“ replied Williams,.** firſt, to beg your 
zardon for mine own boldneſs ;. then to remember 
that Knight is a beardleſs boy, from whom cxactneſs 
of, judgment could not be expected; and that 
White is a decrepid, ſpent man, who had not a 
e ſimple; but a leaſe ol reaſon, and it is _— 


I 
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+ Both: theſe, that have been fooliſh in their ſeveral 
extremes. of years, I proſtrate at the feet of your 
princely clemency.” In conſequence. af this artful 
application, king James readily granted a pardon to 
both of them. 9 12 63 
| Biſhop Williams expended conſiderable ſums to 
e good intelligence in affairs of ſtate; and 


acket gives a very particular account of an artful 


ſtratagem by which he diſcovered the inttigues of 


the Spaniſh ambaſſador againſt; Buckingham. A 


paper of complaints and informations againſt that 
favourite had been privately. given to the kings 
This gave James great diſturbance; and in this 
diſpoſttion he took coach with; ptince Charles to 


Windſor; and when Buckingham, who attended, 


offered to ſtep in, the king found a {light excuſe 


to leave him behind; and he in vain begged witn 


tears to know the cauſe of his majeſty's diſpleaſure: 
Williams, having received intelligence of this, went 
immediately to Buckingham, who was retited me- 


lancholy ta Wallingford-houſe, where be acquaint?- 


ed him, that it was ſome of the Spaniſh ambaſſa- 
dor's agents, who had endeavoured to ruin him witk 
the kings; and adviſed him to go to Windſor, and 


never leave his majeſty; and alſo gave him ome. 


farther directions, in order to prevent the 

the- Spaniſh machinations againſt him. Bucking- 
ham was prudent enough to follow this adyice, and 
ſoon aſter told the . ſtory to. prince Charles at 
Windfor. This was on Saturday; and: on the 
Monday following the prince was very early at 


the houſe of lords; and when the lord - keeper came 


 tither, bis highneſs took him, aſide into the lobby, 
manked him for the warning given to Buckingy 
ham, and begged him, to diſcover what he farthieg 
knew concerning this 'plot againſt that favourite. 
« You” (4ad. his- highneſs), “ that have gone "= 
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far, may receive greater thanks of us both, if yon 
will ſpread open this black conti ivance, which has 
loſt Buckingham the good opinion of my father, 
And myſelf am in little better condition.” Sit,“ 
aid the lord. keeper), let my ſoul ſuffer for falſe- 
hood, if I know any ore than that ſome in the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador's houſe have been preparing miſ. 
chief, and infuſed it about four days fince into his 
- majeſty. - But the curtain of privacy is drawn be- 
fore the picture, that I cannot gueſs at the co- 
jours.“ „ Well, my lord“, (replied the prince), I 
expected better ſervice from you; for, if that be the 
picture-drawer's ſhop, no counſellor in this king- 
dom is better acquainted than yourſelf with the 
Works, and the workmen.“ I might have been” 
(anſwered the lord-keeper), but your highneſs, 
and my dord duke, have made it a crime to ſend 
unto that houſe ; and they are afraid to do it who 
are commanded from his majeſty. It is a month 
mince 1 have forbidden the ſervants of that fami] 
to come at me. But“ (ſaid the prinoe) I will 
make that paſſage open to you again without of- 
ſence, 4 enterprize any way to bring us out of 
_ © this wood wherein we ate loſt. Only before we 
Part, keep not from me how you came to know, 
der imagine, that the Spaniſh agents have charged 
Buckingham to my father with high miſdemean- 
ours, or, perhaps, diſſoyalty. I would hear you 
0 that point, that I. may compare it with other 
n of my intelligence.“ Sir“ (replied the 
r 
ther 


r), will go directly with you. Ano- 
_ ther perhaps would bluſh, when-1 tell you with 
what beifer I plow-; but knowing-my own inno- 
cence, the worſt that can happen is to expoſe my- 
ſelf to be laughed at: Your highneſs has often 
- ſeen the ſecretary Don Franciſco Carondelet, He 
loves me, becauſe he is. a ſcholar ; for he, is arch- 
& Gdcacon of Cambray. And ſometimes we are 2 


-» 
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fant together; for he is a Walloon by birth, and 


not a Caſtilian. I have diſcovered him to be a2 


wanton, and a ſervant to ſome of our Engliſh beau- 
ties, but above all to one of that gentle craft in 
Mark-lane. A wit ſhe is, and one that muſt be 
courted with news and occurrences at home ,and 
abroad, as well as with gifts. I have a friend that 
hath bribed her in my name, to ſend me a faithful 
conveyance of ſuch tidings as her paramour Caron- 


delet brings to her. Alb that I inſtructed the duke 


in came out of her chamber. And ſhe hath well 
earned a piece of plate or two from me, and ſhall 
not be unrecompenced for this ſervice; about which 
your highneſs doth. uſe me, if the drab can help 
me in it. Truly, Sir, this is my dark lanthorn, 


and I am not aſhamed to enquire of a Dalilah to 


reſolye a riddle : for, in my ſtudies of divinity, I 
have gleaned up this maxim, Licet uti alieno peccato; 
though the devil makes her a finner, I may make 
good uſe of her fin.” * Yea” (faid the prince 


merrily), **do-you deal in ſuch ware?” “ In good 


faith, 2 (replied the lord-keeper), I never ſaw 


her face. In this manner the conference between 


them ended; but Williams afterwards found means, 


with great art and addreſs, to draw from Don 


Franciſco Carondelet himſelf the particulars of 


the Spaniſh charge againſt Buexingham, He alſo 


drew up an anſwer to that charge for the duke's 
uſe, and ſent them both to him by tlie prince. By 


which means the favourite was ſoon reſtored to the” 5 


good graces of king James. 

But notwithſtanding the ſervices which Williams 8 
rendered to Buckingham, he could not ſecure that 
fayourite's friendſhip. This, it ſeems, was not to 
be done but by.an implicit conformity to his will 
and pleaſure in all things: and this Williams could 
not be brought to. Our prelate's intereſt with the 
ting ww er, ip nn _ he continued to 
Ky Saad q * N 
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hold his poſt till the death of James, whom he at. 
tended in his.laſt moments. He alfo preached his 


funeral ſermon, in which be flattered the deceaſed 
- King very liberally. James had promiſed him the 
reverſion of the archibiſhopric of Vork; but neither 


the ſervices he had performed for Charles in ſhield- 


Ing him, while prince of Wales, from his father's 


diſpleaſure, nor the exertions of bis political talents 
to prevent the fall of Buckingham his favourite, 
could fecure him the protection of the new mo- 


,narch, or the countenance of the ungrateful mi- 


niſter. The reaſon is obvious: the character of 
the 33 was by no means ſuitable to the 
ſyſtem of deſpotiſm intended to be eſtabliſhed by 
the king, Buckingham, and Land. He was tos 
able an advocate for the religious and civit rights 
and privileges of the ſubject. He was, therefore, 
diſmiſſed from his office as ſoon as it could be done 
with any appearance of decency, which was after 


the diſſolution of the firſt parliament in this reign. 


Between this event and the calling of a ſecond 
Parliament, Buckingham was allowed to remove 
thoſe officers of the crown who had oppoſcd his 


meaſures in the firſt, and, amongſt theſe, was the 


lord-keeper, who joined with the carl of tem- 


- the people, The ſeals were taken from the bi! 
. of Lincoln in October, 1625, and given to Sir 
__ » *Fhomas 8 It was likewiſe hinted to 


broke, and other patriots, in the upper-houſe, to 
obtain redreſs for the grievances complained oh by 
ap 


him, that his preſence at the council-board would 
be' diſpenſed with; and that he would incur the 
king's diſpleaſure if he took his feat in the next 
parliament. With reſpect to the laſt injunction, the 
good biſhop thought it his duty not to comply. On 
the conttary, finding. chat no writ had been iſſued 
to fummon him, or the earl of Briſtol, he joined 


© with that nobleman in a complaint to the houle ot 


lords of this breach of privilege; and their lordſhips 
: | Petitioned 
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petitioned the king that writs might be iſſued, 
avhich were done accordingly, and the biſhop at- 
tended cloſely to his duty in the parliament of 
1626, ſupporting the petition of right with patris« 
tic zeal ; - which being reſented by the court, a 
eommiſſion was appointed by the minifter to mabe 
a ſtrict ſcrutiny into his decrees an the chancery. 
the ſtar- chamber, and high-commiſſion- courts, 
which terminated to his honour, and to the con- 
fofion of his enemies. However, in the end; 
they prevailed by the infamous. management of 
archbrſhopLaud, who-engaged two of his creatures, 
Sir John Lamb and Dr. Sibthorpe, to lodge an in- 
formation againſt him in the ſtar-chamber for pro- 
tecting of Puritans, by diſcouraging them in their 
proſecution of theſe ſectaries found in his dioceſe ;-. 
and when this, charge yas found inſufficient to in- 
cur any heavy penalty, Sit John Monſon, another 
dependant on Laud, ſwore that the biſhop of Lin- 
Loln had bribed the king's evidences, and thereby 
put a ſtop to a former proſecution commenced 
againſt him, After nine days deliberation, though 
the evidences who ſupported theſe charges were: 
men of the moſt inſamous character. he was ſen- 
tenced to pay a ſe of 20,000/, to the king, ano- 
ther of 1000 marks to Sir John Monſon, to be 
ſuſpended by the high- commiſſion- court from his 
eccleſiaſtical functions, and to be impriſoned during 
the king's pleaſure. Dee nee 
Bithop Williams received the news of this unjuſt 
and oppreſſive ſentence with great compoſure, ſay- 
ack No the work is over; my heart is at reſt ; 
o is not many of theirs who have cenſured-me;” 


He was committed to the Tower, here he remain- 


ed three years, and aſtoniſhed even his enemies by 
his fortitudeand patience, being as chearful as uſual; 
aud amufing himſelf with literary employments. 
Upon che meeting of the long parliament in No- 
* N | | vember, 
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- vember, 1640; he petitioned the king, and obtained 


the queen's mediation for his enlargement, and 


that he might have his wit as a peer to fit in gore 


UHament; but ſuch was the influence of archbiſhop 
Eaud and the lord-keeper Finch, that his majeſty 
refuſed it. However, the houſe of lords thought 
proper to exert their authority upon this occaſion; 
for about a fortnight after they ſent the uſher of 

the black rod to the lieutenant of the Tower to 
demand the biſhop of Lincoln, and though the 
Eing was appriſed of this meafure, he durſt not 
oppoſe it; and he was peaceably furrendered to the 
- uſher, who conducted him to the houſe of peers, 


where he inſtantly took his ſeat. His majeſty, 


from the worſt of motives, a'dread of his lodging 

complaints againſt the miniſtry, thought proper to 
be reconciled to him, and to order all the records 
of the information and proceedings againſt him to 


be deſtroyed; not as ſome have aſſerted, that 


nothing might ſtand upon record againſt him,” but 
in order to ſcreen Laud, and the other judges who 
had paſſed ſentence upon him, from a parliament- 
enquiry into their conduct, which was threat- 


ary 
ened by the leaders in the oppoſition. But ſuch | 


was the amiable diſpoſition of this great and good 
man, that no entreaties or perſuaſions could in - 
duce him to proſecute his enemies, or indeed to 
complain of them to the houſe. »% 
When the attainder of the earl of Strafford was 
before the houſe of peers {according to the account 
given by Dr. Hacket, his chaplain, who was made 
biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry in the reign of 
Charles II.), he maintained the right of the bench 
of biſhops to vote in capital caſes, which was warmly 
conteſted ; but lord Clarendon aſſerts the very 
contrary, and declares, that without communicat- 


ing with any of his bretbren, he not only withdrew | 


when this buſineſs came on, but frankly declared, 


i 


r ae oa ans. a. 


3 


- ARCHBISHOP or YORK, &c. 244 
that where life was concerned, they ought not to be 
preſent. From the character of biſhop Hacket, 2 
man diſtinguiſhed for his piety, his learning, and 
his accuracy as an hiſtorian, we have reaſon to be- 

lieve he has related the truth ; eſpecially as lord 
Clarendon takes all occafions to condemn the prin- 
ciples and conduct of Wills. 
When the king declared, that he neither would 
nor could, in conſcience, give the royal aſſent to 
the act of attainder againſt Strafford, lord Say de- 
| fired the kiag to confer with the biſhops for the 

| ladisfackion of his conſcience, and with bil Wil- 
liams in particular, who adviſed him to reflect on 

his own fituation ; that his own life, his queen” 

and his children's, were in danger from the fury of 

tlie incenſed multitude; that the nation ſeemed to 

be unanimous in demanding the head of that unfor- 

tunate nobleman; and therefore as a king, whoſe 
duty it was to preferve the peace of the kingdom; 

= to gratify the wiſhes of his ſubjects, it ought 
not to wound his conſcience, even though an in- 
nocent man ſhould ſuffer for the good of ſociety, 29 
Lord Clarendon has miſrepreſented this advice give = 
by our prelategreatly to his diſadvantage; but; upon 
examining other hiſtorians, it appears ta amount 
to no more than we have juſt ſtated, and not to be 
reprehenſible, eſpecially as both houſes of parlia- 

ment had-previoutly condemned the earl. 

The archiepifcopal ſee of Vork becoming vacant 
in 1641, our prelate claimed the rEverfion upon the 
ſtrength of the late king's promiſe ; and the ſituation 
of public affairs making it ex pecient for Charles to 
retain in his fervice a man ot his poligcal abilities 
and moderate temper, he was promoted to that 
dignity ; and the ſame year he made a very long 
and learned ſpeech in the houſe of lords, in oppoſi- 
tion to the bill for depriving the biſhops of ſeats in 
that houſe, which occaſioned it to lay upon the 
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table ſive months. At length, the mob flocked about 
F houſe, crying out No biſhops | 


ſhvps !” and inſulted many of then as they 


- 


iſhop of York, who was perſonally aſſaulted, and 


had his robes torn from his back: upon which, it 


is acknowledged, he loſt his temper, and retiring to 
his houſe, the deanery of Weſtminſter, he ſent for 
all the biſhops then in town, amounting with him- 


_ ſelf to twelve; when with great impetuoſity he pro- 


poſed and prepared a proteſtation, which was una- 
nimouſly ſigned and ſent” to the houſe of lords, 


s complaining of the violence by which they were 


"dia from attending, and proteſting againſt all 
the acts which were or ſhould be done during the 
time that they ſhould by force be kept from doing 


- their duties in the houſe.” This proteſtation was 


no Jooner communicated to the houſe of peers, than 


the lords, who had promoted the billfor depriving the 


prelates of their ſeats, expreſſed their joy at receiv- 
ing it, and cried out, that this was Digitus Dei to 
accompliſh that which they had deſpaired of; and 


Without paſſing any judgment upon it themſelves, 
they deſited a conference with the houſe of com- 


mons, who. ſoon coneurred with them to charge 
the proteſters with being guilty of high-treaſon, 


and to ſend them all to the Lower: accordingly 


they were committed, and remained in priſon till 


- the bill was paſſed for depriving them of their ſeats 
in parliament, which did not happen till ſome 


monchs after. One gentleman only in the houſe 
of commons ſpoke in favour of the prelates, and 


ety that rather ſarcaſtically than with any intention to 
ferve them; for he ſaid, He did not believe they 


were guilty of high-treaſon, but that they were 
ftark-mad, and therefore he deſired they might be 


tent to Bedlam.“ „ oy [ 
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la June, 1642, when the king was at Vork, the 
archbiſhop was inſtalled in perſon in the cathedral; 
but in july his majeſty was obliged to leave York, 
and the archbiſhop did not remain long after him ; 
for the younger Hotham having ſworn to ſeize and 
put him to death for opprobrious words ſpoken 

inſt him concerning his uſage of the- king at 
Fall, he thought proper to retire to Cawood, Caſ- 


tle,” where Dr. Ferne, whom he had formerly made 


archdeacon of Leiceſter, came to him one night 
very late, and adviſed him to leave the houſe and 
the county as faſt as poſſible, becauſe his adverſary 
was coming againſt him with a ſtrong force, and 
intended to attack the caſtle - by five o'clock the 
next morning. Upon this intelligence, which 
proved to be true, the archbiſhop made his eſca 
at midnight with a few horſe, and what effects he 
could carry off at ſuch ſhort notice. He retired into 
Wales to Aber Conway, where he had an eftate, 
and he repaired and fortified Conway Caſtle, for 
. the king's uſe, which ſo highly pleaſed his majeſty, 
that by a letter dated from Oxford; Auguſt the 15 
1643, he heartily deſired him to go on with that 
| _—_ aſſuring him, that he ſhould be reimburſed 
his expences, before the cuſtody of the caſtle was 
given to any other perſon than himſelf, or whom 
he ſhould recommend. The beginning of the fol- 
lowing year the king baving ſent for the archbiſho 
to nd him at Oxford, he deputed the cuſtody of 
the caſtle to his nephew William Hooks, Eſq; and 
being arrived at 6 


xford, he cautioned his majeſty - 


againſt Oliver Cromwell, whom he repreſented as 


his moſt dangerous enemy, aſſuring him, that 
though he was at that time of mean rank and uſe 
in the army, he would ſoon climb higher. I 
knew him,” ſaid the archbiſhop, at Bugden; but _ 
never knew his religion. He was a common 
MI. |.  Apekelman 
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ſpokeſman for ſeQaries, and maintained their 4 
with ſtubbornneſs. He never diſcourſed as if he 
was pleaſed with your majeſty and your great of- 
ficers: indeed, he loves none that are more than 
his equals. Your majeſty did him but juſtice in 
- repuliing a petition put up by him againſt Sir 
| Thomas Steward, of the iſle of Ely; but he takes 
them all for his enemies, that would not let him 
8 5 undo his beſt friend: and above all that live, I 
| think he is mpuriarum perſequentifſumus, as Portius 
= Latro faid of Cataline. He talks openly that it is 
; fit ſome perſon ſhould act more vigorouſly againſt 
Four forces, and bring your perſon into the power 
of the parliament. He cannot give a good word of 
his general, the earl of Eſſex, becauſe, he ſays, the 
earl is but half an enemy to your majeſty, and 
hath done you more favour than harm. His for- 
tunes are broken, that it is impoſſible for him to 
Jubfift, much leſs to be what he aſpires to, but by 
your majeſty's bounty, or by the ruin of us all, and 
a common confuſion, as one faid, Lentulus ſalva 
republica ſaluus «fſe non potuit. In ſhort, every beaſt 
bath ſome evil properties; but Cromwell hath the 
| properties of all evil beaſts. My humble motion is, 
that either you would win him to you by promiſes 
: of fair treatment, or catch him by ſome ſtratagem, 
| and cut him ſhort.” _ 28 | 
a Aſter ſome ſtay at Oxford, he returned to Wales, 
3 having received freſh inſtructions from the king to 
EL take care of ail North Wales, but more particularly 
' of Conway Caſtle, in which the people of the 
| 
| 


; country by his permiſſion had placed their mot 
bFoualuabſe effects. In 1647, Sir john Owen, 2 
Colonel in the royal army, marching into that part 

of the country aſter a defeat, obtainedof prince Ku- 
pert an appointment under his hand to the com- 
mand of Conway Caſtle; and accordingly he en- 
ted it by force, though Williams produced the 


king's 
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king's letter, in which he grants the command to 
him or his deputy till his expences in repairing 4 
and fortifying it ſhould be refunded. Owen, how- - . 1 
erer, not only detained the effects of the archbi- | 
ſhop and of the people of the country, but even 
tefuſed him ſome of his own beer and wine for 
preſent uſe, It was in vain that he remonſtrated 
to the king againſt Owen's conduct; and therefore, 
finding no other means of redreſs, he conſented. te 
join with the people, whoſe effects were lodged in 
the caſtle, in affiſting colonel Milton, a zealous. 
officer in the parliament · ſerviee, to force open the 
gates and retake it. The archbiſhop attended in 
perſon upon this occaſion, and ſurrendered the caſtle 
to colonel Milton, upon the expreſs condition, that 
every perſon ſhould receive his property detained by 
Owen, which he ſaw punctually performed; yet 
he was. loudly cenſured by the royaliſts for this 
tranſation, * FO EH 55 ine 
._ From this time, no farther mention is made of 
the archbithop in public life. He was fo affected 
with the horrors of the civil war, and finally with 
the king's execution, that he paſſed the remainder 
of his days in cloſe retirement at the houſe of lady 
Moſtyn at Llandegay, . dividing his time between 
ſtudy and devotion, his natural chearfulneſs giving 
way to dejection and heavy grief, which put a period 
to his life on the 25th of March (his birth-day) 
1650. He was interred in the pariſh church of 
Llandegay, where, ſome years after his deceaſe, his 
nephew and heir Sir Griffith Williams erected a 
monument to his memory. | 8 
Archbiſhop Williams acquired ſome reputation 
28 a theological writer by many ſermons which ap- 
Frs in print, but more by the treatiſe which we 
ave noticed in the life of Laud againſt that prelate's * -- 
115 N | iliunovatioas 
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innovations in the -rites and ceremonies of the 
church. It is intituled, The Holy Table, Name, 
and Thing, more antiently, properly, and literally 
uſed under the New Teſtament, than that of Altar; 
written long ago by a Miniſter of Lincolnſhire, in 
| Dr. Cole, a judicious divine of queen 
Mary's days.” It was printed for the dioceſe of 
Lincoln in 1657, 4to, but has never been reprinted, 
and is now rarely to be met with. Though lord 
_ Clarendon was no friend to the archbiſhop, he re- 
preſents this book as full of good learning, and 
that learning cloſely and ſolidly applied; and it has 
been held in great eſteem by the diſſenters from the 
Church of England, who venerate the character of 
our prelate as the only one of his order in his time 

| who had the courage to ſtand forth in ſupport of 

_- religious toleration. In his private life he is charged 
with oſtentation and luxury, but it does not appear 
that he deſerved this cenſure ; for the whole accu- 
fation amounts to no more than this, that he lived 
more hoſpitably than any of his predeceſſors at 
Bugden, and when he -was lord-keeper he kept 
_ open-houſe for all perſons of rank who travelled 
that way: and he ſeldom fat down to table with- 
out ſome of the clergy of his dioceſe, - He was alſo 
zemarkably charitable to the poor; and when he 
Was reproached for living with too much ſplendour, 
he uſed to fay, he would ſpend his own while he 
hadit, for he thought his adverſaries would not 
let him enjoy it long. He continued his cuſtomary 
mode of living after he had incurred the diſpleaſure 
ot king Charles, and was known to be in diſgrace. 
- This enraged the miniſtry; and, being told of it, he 
coolly replied ; That he knew not what he had 
done, to live the worſe for their ſakes, who did 
not love bim.“ He was very liberal to poor ſcho- 
lats in both univerſities, and to learned foreigners 
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in diſtreſs : a remarkable inſtance of which deſerves | 
to be preſerved as an example to others of true and 
delicate munificence. Peter du Moulin, an emi- 
nent French proteſtant divine, fled to England, to 
avoid the violent proſecutions carried on againſt 
that profeſſion in his own country. Soon after his 
arrival, the biſhop ordered his chaplain to make 
him a vifit; and fuppofing him to be in want, he 
ordered him to take ſome money for him, nog 
naming any fum. Upon which Hacket ſaid, he 
could not give him leſs thai twenty 88 * 
did demur upon the ſum, ſaid the biſhop, to try * 
von. Is twenty pounds a fit gift for me to give th 
a man of his parts and deſerts ? Fake an hundred; 
and- preſent it from me, and tell him I will come 
fortly and vifit him myſelf.” He was alſo a great 
patron to his countryman John Owen the epi- 
 grammatic poet, whom he maintained for ſeverat 
years, and when he died, he buried him, and 
erected a monument to his memory at his own ex _ 
pence. His diſburſements, wholly employed in acts 
of benevolence and charity, amounted yearly to 
1000. and ſometimes to 12000, and it was extended 
to private gentlemen who were diſtreſſed by narrow 
fortunes, and unable without his bounty to live in 
chatacter. Yet he found means to repair and 
beautify the choir of Weſtminſter Abbey, to build 
a library for the college of St. John at Cambridge, 
where he received his education, and à chapel at 
Lincoln College, Oxford, from the ſingle circum- 
ſtance of its bearing the name of his dioceſe, having 
no connection whatever with that college. 

An accident happened to him, when he was a 
boy, which Hacket relates in his life, and it ought 
to ind a place here with the ſame good intent; to 
refute the ſcandalous reflections to be found in ſoms 
Writers, his contemporaries, reſpecting the very 
cloſe intimacy which, it is pretended, ſubſiſted be - 
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deen him and the. counteſs of Buckingham, the 
quke's mother. He ſuffered an adventitious ac- 
cident When he was about ſeven years of age, 
Which compelled him to actual chaſtity. He 
took a Jeap, being then in long coats, from the 
Walls of Conway-town to the fea ſhore, looking 
that the wind which was then very ſtrong would 
fall his coats like a fail, and bear him up as it did 
his play-felows. But he found it otherwiſe; for 
be tid Tight with his belly upon a big, ragged 
. © Kone, which cauſed a ſecret infirmity, fitter to be 
underſtood than fartherdeſcribed; and wantoftimely 
-  _ remedy, the ſkill of good ſurgery being little known 

in that country, continued it to his dying day.” 


„ 4urborities. Liſe of Archbifhop Williams, 
dy Doctor Johns Hacket, Biſhop of Lichfield and 
-  » Coventry, 1693. Fol. Clarendon's Hiſtory of the 

Rebellion, Vol. IV. Arthur Wilſon's Life of 

James E „ 84 . 
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| Memoirs of Beaumont and F LETCHER, and 
Tui MassiNGER, Dramatic Poets, 


A. b. 1576, to 16235. 


| T: may beobſerved, that the æraof Britiſh hiſtory; 
compriſed in this volume, afforded little oppot- 
tunity- for the progreſs and improvement of the po- 
lite ats. The commercial ſpirit, which animated- 
the main body of the nation in the days of Eliza 
_ - beth, operated more. powerfully in the reign of: 
James I. The whole attention of the mercantile- 
claſies of the people was engroſſed by the infant; 
colonies, which were firmly eſtabliſhed, and began 
to repay the adventures and proprietors with profit. 
This engaged greater numbers, in the hopes ot ſimi- 
hr ſucceſs, to embark in commercial purſuits. And 
2s to the nobility and gentry, from the acceſhon of 
James to the death of Charles, they were conſtantly. 
myvoled in religious or political diſputes, and their 
chief buſineſs was the improvement of their cſtates 3 
ſo that they had neither time nor inclinationts pa- 
troniſe and culti vate thoſe arts which ſerve to em- 
belliſh kingdoms, and to reſine ſociety. I he favon- 
rite public amuſements were thoſe of the theatre, 
and therefore dramatic poetry met with great en- 
couragement ; but as for ſculpture, painting, and 
muſic, they were confined, within the narrow cix- 
cle of the court. James had a taſte for architecture, 
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and took under his protection our countryman, the 
celebrated Inigo Jones. Charles, who had a more 
than ordinary Kill in the liberal arts, continued 
Jones in the royal ſervice; but painting being the 
- darling art with this monarch, he was more liberal 
of his favours and rewards to thoſe celebrated Fle- 
miſh maſters,” Sir Peter Paul Rubens and Vandyke, 
Theſe he invited to England, and retained in his 
fervice'a conſiderable time, and married the latter 
to one of his kinſwomen. At the ſame time, 
from an unhappy prejudice which too long pre- 
vailed in this kingdom, but is now wearing off, an 
'Engliſh painter was neglected, and died almoſt in 
penary. We ſhall conclude this brief intro- 
dation to the lives of the profeſſors of the liberal 
and polite arts during this period, by noticing that 
their moſt diſtinguiſhed patrons, beſides the ſo- 
vereigns, were the earls of Pembroke and Arun- 
del, and archbiſhop Laud; and that a famous 
Scotch muſician, whoſe name was Laws, was a 
particular favourite with Charles I. and was 
en royal patron, © T he Father of Engliſh 


Beaumont and Fletcher were ſo intimately con- 

neGed as authors, andlikewiſc as inſeparable friends 
and companions, that it has been uſual to blend 
their memoirs; but as the incidents of their ſepa- 


mite lives muſt neceſſarily. differ, we ſhall give them 


ſeparate, ſo far as it can be done independently of 
their erary concerns. 1 
Mr. Faanxcis BEAUmoNT was deſcended from 
©, anancient family of his name ſettled at Grace · diau 
in Leiceſterſhire, where he was born about the year 
1686. His father was one of the judges of the 
court of Common-Pleas in the reign of queen Eli - 
_ nabeth ; and his elder brother, Sir John Beaumont, 
_ © followed the proſeſſion of the law, from which he 
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retired early in life; having married a lady of con- 
fiderable fortune; and he then became no incon- 
ſiderable poet, as appears by ſome verſes written in 
praiſe of his poems by Ben Jonſon. n 

Our dramatie poet was educated at Cambridge, 
and from thence was admitted of the Inner- Temple, 
being likewiſe deſigned for the law; but his poetic 
genius prevailing, he devoted himſelf ſo entirely to 
the Muſes, that he quitted all other ſtudies; and it 
is fuppoſed, from the ſucceſs of the plays written by 
him and Fletcher, that he ſtood indebted to them 
for his ſubſiſtence during a very ſhort life, probably 

fed in gaiety and diſſipation, but of which we 
E no particular account; only we find, that he 
died in 1615, before he was thirty years of age, 
and was buried at the entrance of St. Benedic's 
chapel in Weſtminſter-Abbey. EST: 

In the preface to the works of Beaumont and 
Fletcher we are told, that he leſt one daughter, 
named Frances Beaumont, who died in Leiceſter - 
thire in 17100. This lady had in her poſſeſſion ſe- 
veral poems written by her father; but they were 
loſt at fea in her voyage from Ireland, where ſhe- 
had lived ſome time in the duke of Ormond's fu- 
mily. Beſides the plays in which he was jointly, 
concerned with Fletcher, he wrote a little dta- 

matic piece, intituled. A Maſque of Gray's- Inn 

_ * Gentlemen ;” “ The Inner-Temple, a poetical 
H epiſtle to Ben Jonſon ;” ** Verſes to his friend: 
* maſter John Fleteher, upon his faithful ſhep- 
herdeſs;“ and other poems printed together ; 
1653, in $8v6.+ Mr. Beaumont was eſteemed ſo 
good à judge of dramatic compoſitions,” that Ben 


Jonſon ſubmitted his writings to his correction, 


and it is thought. was much indebted to him for 
fn 8 of his plots: What an affection 
onſon had for him appears from the following 
verſes addreſſed to him : | $99 i 
M6 How 
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MS How do I love thee, Beaumont, and thy muſe, 


That unto me do'ſt ſuch religion uſe | * _ 
How do I fear myſelf that am not worth 
I zde leaſt indulgent thought, thy pen drops forth. 


At once thou mak'ſt me happy, and unmak'it ; 


And og largely to me, more thou tak'ſt, 
Ne is mine, and ſo itſelf bereaves 
is thine, that ſo thy friend deceives 
Pen there, where moſt thou praiſeſt me, 
For writihg better I muſt envy the. | 


Sir John Beaumont ſurvived his brother many 
W, 1x 2 and, as a ſpecimen of his poetry, it may not 
be improper to annex the lines he wrote upon his 
death, taken from Sir John's poem, intituled, 


/ " Boſworth Field? 
| © 3k * 4 Fs 


thy murderer, this revenge I take, 
At his terror, and juſt queſtion make, 
- Whach of us two the beſt precedence have, 
Mine to this wretched world, thine to the grave. 
Ion ſhouldit haveſollowed me; but Death, to blame, 
Miſcounted years, and meaſured age by fame. 
So dearly haſt thou bought thy precious lines; 
Their praiſe grew ſwiftly, ſo thy life declines. 
Azhx muſe, the hearer's queen, the readers love, 
K Alledrs,allbearts(butDeath's could pleaſcand move. 


Mr. Jonn Fl xrenai was the ſon of Dr. Richard 


8 5 Fletcher, biſhop of London, in 1594, a prelate not 


rah eminent, but whoſe memory is pre- 
ſexved in Fiſtory on account of three remarkable 
Cireumſtances. Firſt, that he was the father of 
our post. Secondly, that he incurred the diſplea- 
fure of queen Elizabeth (who had an extreme aver- 
nog to the marriages of the clergy, eſpecially of 
thok whom ſhe had advanced to the prelacy), by mar- 
n e ing 
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rying, when he was in the decline of life, a ſecond 
wife, young and very handſome ; for which offence 
ſhe ordered the archbiſhop of Canterbury to ſuſ- 
pend him for a time. Thirdly, that his ſudden 
death, being to all appearance well, ſick, and dead, 
in a quarter of an hour, was generally imputed to 
the immoderate uſe of tobacco, which brought 
that herb, the qualities of which were not then 
well known, into great diſrepute. Our poet was 
born in Northamptonſhire: in 1576, and was edu- 
cated at Cambridge, where he commenced his 
friendly intercourſe with Beaumont. It is imagined 
that he was of. Bennet-College, becauſe his father 
had been a great benefactor to that ſociety ;-not only 
in his life-time, but by legacies in his will. No 3 | 
actions of our poet's life are noticed by any biogra- 
phers, except his literary performances, concerning 
which we ate informed that he wrote plays in con- 
junction with Beaumont, and that he aſſiſted Ben; 
E in a comedy called The Widow.“ He 
ikewiſe lent his aid to another eſteemed friend, 
Philip Maſſinger, a dramatic writer of inferior note, 
who flouriſhed in the reign of James I. and pub- 
liſhed fourteen plays written by himſelf, beſides thoſe 

that he wrote in conjunction with the other 
. his contemporaries, of whom, Middleton, Row: 
ley, Field and Decker, were properly the minor 
poets. Fletcher died of the plague in London in 
1628, and was interred in the church of St. Mary 
Overy in Southwark; Maſſinger died ſuddenly in 
1639, and was buried, according to Sir Aſton 
Cockaine, in the ſame grave. 


It.is very ſingular, that the lives. of theſe three - 


dramatic writers ſhould haye furniſhed: few or no 
incidents worthy of record, ſo that they are in- 
debted ſolely to their pens. for poſthumous repu- 

tation; a leſſon this to mankind, pointing — 


„ 


„ HE LIVES OF. 
road to fame after death, attainable by the improve. 
_ ment of the human mind; where the ſcenes of life 
are laid in a private ſtation; affording otherways no 
ſtriking tranſaction worthy to be tranſmitted to the 
next generation. . 
It is not juſtly known what parts were allotted 
diſtinctively to each in the plays compoſed by the 
joint labours of Beaumont and Fletcher. The 
prevailing opinion is, that Beaumont's cool judg- 
ment was uſually employed in connecting and re- 
trenching the exuberances of Fletcher's ſprightl 
wit and humour, and that Beaumont likewiſe 
formed the plots, and moſt material incidents of 
the drama ; yet, if Winſtanly may be credited, his 
aſſociate muſt at times have had a ſhare in the 
buſineſs as wellas the language of their pieces : for 
that author relates, in his Lives of the Poets, that 
Beaumont and Fletcher meeting once at a tavern, 
in order to ſketch the plan of 'a tragedy, Fletcher 
_ undertook to kill the king; which propoſition be- 
ing overheard by a waiter, he very officiouſly ran 
to a neighbouring magiſtrate, and lodged an in- 
formation againſt them for bigh-treaſon ; upon 
which they were apprehended, but upon examina- 
tion before the Juſtice, it appearing, that they 
meant no other but the king of their tragedy, they 
were diſcharged, and the matter getting wind 
ended in mirth. After the death of Beaumont, 
Mr. Fletcher is faid to have conſulted Mr. James 
Shirley in forming the plots of ſeveral of his plays; 
but we have no rules diſcovering which thoſe 
were, nor is it of any conſequence at this diſtance 
of time. It is more ſatis factory to know in what 
degree of eſtimation our authors have been held by 
the eminent poets and crities of ſucceeding ages. 
Mr. Philips, in his Theatrum Pietarum, obſerves, 
I chat he was one of the happy triumvirate _ 
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chief dramatie poets of our nation in the laſt fore- 
going age, among whom there might be ſaid- to 
be a ſymmetry of perfection, while each excelled 
in his peculiar way; Ben Jonſon, in his elaborate 

ins and knowledge of authors; Shakeſpeare, in 
his ure vein of wit and natural poetic, height ; 
and Fletcher, in a courtly elegance and genteel fa- 
miliarity of ſtyle, and withal a wit and invention 
ſo overflowing, -that the luxuriant branches thereof 
were frequently thought convenient to be lopped 
off by his almoſt inſeparable companion Francis 
Beaumont. - f | 
Mr. Dryden, in his eſſay on dramatic poetry, 
remarks, that Beaumont and Fletcher's plays, in 
his time, were the moſt pleaſing and frequent en- 
tertainments; two of theirs being acted through 
the year, for one of Shakeſpeare's or Jonſon's; 
and the reafon he aſſigns is, becauſe there is a_ 
certain gaiety in their comedies, and à pathos. in 
their moſt ſerious plays, which ſuits generally with 
all men's humours. The caſe, however, is now 
, reverſed ; for Shakeſpeare's plays are in full poſe 
ſeſhon of the ſtage, while thoſe of Beaumont and 
Fletcher are but rarely performed. | 

It muſt. not be denied, however, that the works 
of our authors, though they have the ſanction of 
the greateſt names in their praiſe, are liable to many 
objections, and deſerve cenſure, which they have 
not d. Mr. Rymer, the celebrated author gf 
the Faedera, &c. has criticiſed them in a Book in- 
 tituled, © The Tragedie: of the laſt Age conſidered 
and examined by the Practice of the Ancients, and 
by the Common Senſe of all Ages.” In this track 
the curious reſearcher will find their faults pointed 
out with more truth than goed-humgqur ; and to 
balance this, he muſt refer to the beauties illuſtrated 
by Denham, Waller, and the other admirers of our 
Wihors already mentioned. , 3 
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eee en the rocks of Beaumont 
amd Fletcher, amounting to upwards of fifty plays, 
was publiſhed, in folio, in 1679. Another edition 


was publiſhed in 2717, in 7 vols. 8 vo. and an- 
8 1751, in 10 vols. vo. 
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With Memeirs of MICHAEL DRAYTON, 
++} ant WILLIAM DRUMMOND. 


YEN FON 80 N., af the fachers of 
. the Engliſh theatre, was the fruit of a poſt- 
humous birth, and came into the world about a 
3 of his father. Being born in 
ſtminſter, he was put to a private ſchool in the 
church of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields; but removed 
__ thence at a pr r age, to that of the royal foun- 
dation, where en became his bar. As his 


father 9 N this ſtep 


- ſeems 
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ſeems to have been taken in the view of breeding 
him to the church. But the widow, being leſt in 
narrow circumſtances, thought fit to accept an offer 
of marriage, made to her by a bricklayer ; and, af- 
ter her ſon had continued ſome years at Weſtmin- 
ſter· ſchool, and made an extraordinary progreſs in 
claſſical learning, ſhe took him away, and obliged 
him to work under his ſtep- father Th. 
This was nipping the firſt ſprig of his dawning. 
genius in the bud; but his ſpirit was not of a tem- 
per to take the bent of ſo mortifying a change In 
the depth of his reſentment, he left his mother; 
and inliſting himſelf a ſoldier. was carried to the 
Engliſh army, then engaged againſt the Spaniards 
in the Netherlands. Here he acquired a ö of 
military glory which rarely falls to the lot of a pri- 
vate ſoldĩier. In an encounter with a ſingle man of 
the enemy, be ſſew his opponent; and ſtripping 
him carried off the ſpoils in the view of both armies. 

Upon his return home, he followed the bent of 
his inclination; and reſuming his ſtudies went to 

St. John's college in Cambridge. But here he had 
ſoon the misfortune to undergo a ſecond mortifica- 
tion. The ſcantineſs of his purſe not ſupplying 
him with the decent conveniencies of learned eaſe, 
he found himſelf under a neceſſity of quitting the 
ſcat of the muſes, after a ſhort ſtay there. In this 
exigence he took a courſe, not uncommon to per- 
ſuns of ſuch a. genius under the like diſtreſs. He 
applied to the play - houſes, and was admitted into 
an obſcure one, called the Green Curtain, in the 
neighbourhood of Shoreditch and Clerkenwell. He 
had not been long in this ſtation, when, not coui- 
renting himſelf with the buſineſs. of an actor only,. 
he took up his pen, and wrote ſome pieces for the 
ſtage. , But his performances either way did no 
credit to his genius. en 
Ty 24 | - During 
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- During his continuance in this humble ſtation, 
ke had a quarrel with one of the players, who ſend- 


ing him a challenge, there enſued a duel, wherein 


Jonſon killed his adverfary. For this offence de⸗ 
ing throw into priſon, under that misfortune his 

int-was funk into ſuch a degree of melancholy, 

at he became'a fit object to be ſubdued by the 
crafty attacks of a 9 2 prieſt, who officiouſly 
2 him in his confinement, prevailed upon him 
to renounce the doctrine he was hed in, and be- 
come a Roman Catholic; and he remained twelve 
years within the pale of that church. But, not lon 
after this change i in His religious condition, he alſo 
made a change 1 in his civil one, and took to him- 
ſelf a wife, having firſt” obtained his releaſement 
from priſon: His ſpirit revived with his liberty ; | 
and, in defianes of all the difeouragements he met 
with, he went on digging in the mine, and, 
by dine of unparalleled induftry, imp roved his ge- 
nus ſo much, _ at 2 he — a play, 
which having rtune bro fal into the - 
hands of Shakeſpe . humane, good - natured 
bard, reſolving to do full Juſtice to its merit, em- 
ployed his intereſt to R and 
" ated a part in it himſelf. 

Fhus encouraged, his genius ri apace, and 
his comedy, iniſtuled, « Every Man in his Hu- 
n rance on the fame ſtage in 
= This was followed the next year by 

very Man out of his Humour. And he con- 
or in like manner, to furniſh" a new play 
every year, till he was called off by the maſques 
and entertainments made for the reception of king 
BP - > ames I. on his acceffion to the throne of Eng- 
He was continually retained” in this em- 


. on 9 9 . of his 
N | 8 But 


But theſe ſlighter efforts of his mule did not 
wholly occupy his wif, mars Both inclination and 


ambition cancurred mg him to the graver 


and weightier works the. drama, Accordingly, 
in 1605, came out his comedy of + Volpone; or, 
me Fox; which being finithed in the ſpace of 
fiveweeks, did nat hinder him from indulging the 
ſournefs of his temper, in a fatirical comedy, called, 
Eaſtward Hoe,” in which there were ſome fati- 
-rical reflex ions upon the. Scotch. nation, In this 
piece Chapmap and Marſton were his coadjutors ; 
and they were all three committed to priſon, and 


brought in danger of lofing their cars and noſes in 
the pillory, but, however, had the good fortune 


to euere. a 
ir this fault, Nenn facrificed both Jak 


his mule, ahnoſt intwely, to gratify the 


„ for ſome years; fo 
that his next play did not make its appearance 
1609. But he made ſome amends for the length 


— interval, by the perfection of the piece, which | | 


he intituled, © Epicane, or the Silent Woman; 
this being generally eſteemed the moſt _ "_ 
finiſhed — ra that our nation had the 
And the next year he brought forth . The Ache. 


was followed the enſuing year, 1611, by the work 
of his tragedies, iatituled, © Cat 4 


In 1613, our author took a tour to Paris, . 


he was admitted to an interview and orb 
with cardiual Perron, whom he treated with that 


frank neſs and bluntneſs which was natural to him. 


It was about this time that he commenced a quar- 
g Soy Inigo Jones, whom he therefore we apy 

of bis ridicule in his next comedy, 
rtholomew. Fair, ated in 1614. 3 
ae by 4 The Devil's an Af, in 1616. 


This 


BEN/JONSON ag. 


miſt, one of the. beſt of his comedies; —.— that 


— 
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This year, he publiſhed his works in one folio vo- 
Jaume; and the poet-laureat's ſalary, of an hun- 
dred marks per annum, was ſettled upon him for 
life, by king James I. the ſame year. He had 
now obtained fo much reputation, that he ſaw 
me moſt diſtinguiſhed wits of his time crowding 
kis train, and courting his acquaintance. And, 
in that ſpirit, he was invited to Chriſt-Church in 
Oxford, by Dr. Corbet, then ſenior-ſtudent of 
mat college. Our poet gladly accepted the invi- 
= tation; aid, having paſſed ſome time in cultivating 
huis muſe in that delightful ſeat, he received an ad- 
ditional atteſtation of his merit from the univerſity, 
who preſented him with. the honorary degree of 
_ Maſter of Arts, at the act in 1619. On the death 
_ | of the laureat, Samuel Daniel, in October fol- 
loving, Jonſon ſucceeded to that poſt, the duty 
©. of which had been chiefly performed by him a 
| $6; Inpet before. | "$43 7 

f e year had not expired when our new-crowne 
a tour into Scotland, on purpoſe to 
Viſit a favourite brother - poet, Mr. Drummond of 
Hawthornden, in that country. He paſſed ſome 
months with this ingenious friend; to whom he 
opened his heart with a moſt. unteſerved freedom 
and conſidence, the ſweeteſt gift of friendſhip. Our 
Author was much pleaſed with the adventures of this 
--journey, and celebrated them in a particular poem 
"which, with ſeveral more of his productions, being 
n ecidentally burnt, about two or three years after- 
Wards, that loſs drew from him a poem, which he 
called, An Execration upon Vulcan.” He ſcems 
_ to have let no year paſs without the amuſement of 
writing ſome of theſe ſmaller pieces, - And thoſe, 
_ math the maſques, which the'office of poet-laurcat 
wen particulariy called for every Chriſtmas, filled 
up the interval to the year 1625; when his comedy, 
. I in- 
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intituled. The Staple of News,” appeared upon 
the ſtage. . Not long afterwards he fell into an ill 
ſtate of health, which, however, did not hinder 
the diſcharge of his duty at court. And he found 
time alſo to gratify the more agrecable exerciſe of 
play-writing ; for in 1629, he brought another co- 
medy, called, The New-Inn ; or, the Light Heart, 
to the theatre. But here his adverſaries prevailed 
over him: the play was hiſſed out of the houſe on 
its firſt appearance there; and our laureat had re- 
courſe to his pride for revenge, which dictated an 
ode to himſelf, threatening to leave the ſtage, which 
he did ſoon after. This ſtep having reduced his 
finances to a low ebb, the king, Charles I. gra- 
ciouſly ſent him a purſe of an hundred pounds. 
That goodneſs was properly and in character re- 
paid by the following epigram, addreſſed to his 
royal benefactor: TOES] 3. 


Great Charles, among the holy gifts of grace,, 
Annexed to thy perſon and thy place, . 2 
Tis not enough (thy piety is ſuch} 3 
To cure the called king's- evil with a touch, 
But thou wilt yet a kipgly maſt'ry try, 
To cure the poct's evil, povertꝛꝛ 
And in theſe cures doſt to thyſelf enlarge, 
As thon doſt cure our evil at thy charge. 
Nay, and in this thou ſhew'f to value more 
One poet, than of other folks ten ſcore. 
O piety L ſo to weigh the poor's eſtates, 

O bounty] ſo to difference the rates. 
What can the poet wiſh his king may do, 
But that he cure the people's evil too ? 5 


But his majeſty's munificence did not ſtop here; 

be augmented the laureat's ſalary of an hundred 

marks to an hundred pounds à year, "Rene | 
N W1 : 
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with the addition of a tierce of canary wine; which 

penſion, has been continued to his ſucceſſors in 

that office ever ſince. Our poet obtained this ſa- 

vour by the annexed droll petition : 

The humble petition of poor Ben, 

To the belt of monarchs, maſters, men, 
Doth moſt humbly ſhew it, 

To your majeſty, your poet.: 

That whereas your royal father 

James the bleſſed, pleaſed the rather, 

Of his ſpecial grace to letters, 

To'make all the muſes debtors 

To his bounty, by extenſion 


Of a free poetic penſion, 
A large hundred marks annuity, 


To be given me in gratuity, 
For done ſervice, and to come :- 
And that this ſo accepted fum, 
Or diſpenſed in books or bread, 
(For on both the muſe was fed) 


. Hath drawn on me from the times 
All the envy of the rhimes, N 
- And the rattling pit- pat noiſe 


Of the leſs poetic boys, 2 
When their pot-guns aim to hit, 
With their pellets of ſmall wit, 
Parts of one (they judg d) decay d; 


But we laſt out ſtill unlay'd. 
Pleaſe your majeſty to make, 
Of your grace, for goodneſs ſake, 


Thoſe your father's marks your pounds: 


Let their ſpite (which now abounds) 


Then go on and do its worſt, 


This would all their envy burſt: 


And ſo warm the poet's tongue, 
You'll read a ſnake in his next ſong. . 
„5 | King 


3 | 
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King Charles the Firſt's perſonal character 
makes it no improbable ſuppoſition, that theſe 
acts of. bounty might be in ſome meaſure the ef- 
ſects of his compaſſion for this old ſervant, who be- 
gan now to fink into a viſible decay both of body 
and mind. Tis true, we have two comedies 
written by him afterwards ; but they are ſuch as 
have not been unfitly called his dotage; and he 
found himſelf under a neceſſity of abſolutely laying 
- down his pen ſoon after the year 1634. 
His diſorder was the palſy, which put a period 
to his life on the 6th of Auguſt, 1639, in the 
fixty-third year of his age. He was interred three 
days afterwards in Weſtminſter-Abbey, at the 
north-weſt end, near the belfry, Over his grave 
was laid a common Bead) a with this la- 
conic inſcription, ** O rare Ben Jonſon!” It was 
done at the expence of Mr. (afterwards Sir) John 
Young, of Great- Milton, in Oxfordſhire. But 
a much better monument was raiſed to his me- 
mory ſix months afterwards, when there came 
out a collection of elegies and poems, intituled, 
„ ſonſonius Yirbius! or, the Memory of Ben 
Jonſon revived- by the Friends of the Mules.” 
And, preſently after, there was a deſign ſet on foot 
to erect a marble monument with his ſtatue, and 
a conſiderable ſum of money was collected for the 
purpoſe; but the breaking-out of the civil war 
prevented the carrying it into execution, and the 
money was returned. The buſt, in bas relief, 
with the former inſcription under it, that is nom 
fixed to the wall in the Poets Corner, near the 
ſouth- eaſt entrance into the Abbey, was ſet up 
the ſecond earl of Oxford, of the Harley family. 
As to our poet's own family, it became extin& 
in him, for he ſurvived. all his children. As to his 
perſon and characler, if we may depend on his own | 
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_ deſcription, his body. was large, corpulent, and 
bulky, and his countenance hard and rocky, 
With reſpeC to the caſt of his temper and natural 
- diſpoſition, his friend Mr. Drommond fays, that 
he was A great lover and praiſer of himſelf; a 
.  contemner and ſcorner of others; chufing rather 
- to loſe his friend than his jeſt; jealous of eve 
word and action of thoſe about him, eſpecially af- 
ter drink, which was one of the elements in which 
be lived; a diſſembler of the parts which reigned 
in him; a bragger of ſome good that he wanted; 
he thought nothing right, but what either himſelf 
or ſome of his friends had ſaid or done. He was 
paſſionately kind and angry; careleſs either to gain 
or keep bee but if he was well anſwered, 
greatly chagrined; interpreting the beſt ſayings and 
— to the . 2. for eilber reli- 
gion, being verſed in both; oppreſſed with fancy, 
which over - maſtered his reaſon; a general diſeaſe 
among the poets.” He had a very ſtrong memory; IM {© 
for he tells us himfelf in his © Diſcoveries,” that in M. 
is youth he could have repeated whole books that n 
de had read, and poems of ſome ſelect friends, col 
wich he thought worth charging his memory with n 
As to his genius, the character of it, in reſpe& 
to dramatic poetry, has been already touched upon. IM 2 1 
To which muſt be added Mr. Pope's remark, that, WW” 
When our author got poſſeſſion of the ſtage, he WW ® h 
brought critical learning into vogue; and that this 
was not done without difficulty, which appears from WW 44! 
thoſe frequent leſſons (and indeed almoſt declama- be 
tions) which he was forced to prefix to his firſt i '*rlc 
plays, and put into the mouths of his actors, the 
grex, chorus, &c. to remove the prejudices and 
reform the Judgment of his hearers. Till then, 
the Engliſh authors had no thoughts of writing 
upon the model of the ancients: their 
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were only hiſtories in dialogue, and their comedies 
followed the thread of any novel as they found it. 
no leſs implicitly than if it had been true hiſtory.“* 
Ben Jonſon appears to have had no nice ear for 
poetry; however, Mr. Drummond declares, that 
his inventions were ſmooth and eaſy. He does not 
appear to have had much conception of thoſe breaks 
and reſts, or of adapting the ſound of his verſe to 
the ſenſe, which are the chief beauties of our beſt 
modern poets. Tis univerſally agreed, with his 
aſt: mentioned friend, that tranſlation or imitation 
was his moſt diſtinguiſhed talent, wherein he ex- 
celled all his contemporaries ; and beſides his new- 
forming our drama after the antient models, he _ 
cave us the firſt Pindaric ode in the Engliſh lan- 
guage that has any juſt claim to that title. 17% 
After the edition of his works already mentioned, 
they were reprinted in 1716, in fix volumes, octavo; 
and another edition has been lately printed in 1756, 
ſeven volumes, octavo, with notes and additions by 
Mr. P. Whalley, late fellow of St. Jonny College 
in Oxford; who hath likewiſe inſerted Jonſon's 
comedy, intituled, The Caſe is Alter'd,“ not 
in any former edition. | | | 
There is reaſon to believe that he had a deſign 
to write an epic poem, and was to call it Chrologia, 
or the Worthies of his Country, all in couplets, 
as he deteſted all other rhime. It is likewiſe ſaid, 
that he actually wrote a diſcourſe on poetry, both 
wank Campion and Daniel, eſpecially the lalt, 
_ he proved couplets to be the beſt fort” of 
ſerſes. — = 
It has been already noticed, that our pot lived 
In great friendſhip with Mr. William Drummond! 
of Hawthornden in Scotland. Mr. Drummond. 
ms a contemporary author and poet; and there - 
bre conciſe memoirs of this gentleman, and of 
Vos? III. N Mi. 
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Michael Drayton, another poet of great repute in 
| ny * may, with great propriety, be annexed 
to his life. | | | 


MIchAEL DRAYTON was born at Harſhull in 
Warwickſhire, in the year 1563; but his family, 
which was ancient, derived their name from the 
town-of Drayton, in Leiceſterſhire. At ten years 
of age, it appears that he was page to fome perſon 
of diſtintion, by whom it is probable he was ſent 
to Oxford, where, we are told, he enquired of his 
tutor, what kind of creatures poets were” and 
deſired him of all things, if poſſible, to make him 
2 poet: which we find was effected; for he be- 
came eminent in this character ſeveral years before 
the death of queen Elizabeth; and, in the year 
1593, he publithed a collection of Paſtorals, under 
the title af Idea, the Shepherd's Garland, fa- 
ſhioned in nine eclogues; with Rowland's Sa- 
crifices to the Nine Muſes” in.gto. Theſe poems 
eſtabliſhed his reputation as a paſtoral poet, and 
by the Engliſh critics they were deemed equal to 
Boccace. Mr. Drayton reprinted them in folio, 
in 1619, with conſiderable emendations, under the 
title of Paſtorals,. containing Eclogues : with the 
Man in the Moon.” | | 

But his ſerious poems on important ſubjects do 
the greateſt honour to his memory. The Ba- 
rons Wars;” * England's heroic Epiſtles ;" 
6 The Lownfalls of Robert of Normandy, Ma- 
tilda and Gaveſton ;” were all. compoſed and made 
their appearance in the world about the year 1 59s. 
I be patriotic turn of theſe pieces, joined to thc 
moral character of the author, acquired him unt 
verſal eſteem. It is not certain what walk of lite. 
he, purſued; but, as early as the year 1588, it is 
von jectured he was in the military ſervice of his. 
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country; for by his deſcription, in one of his 
poems, of the Spaniſh invaſion, it appears, that he 
was a ſpectator at Dover of the defeat of the Ar- 
mada, and that he was converſant with military men, 

On the acceffion of James I. Mr. 1 re- 
ſented a congratulatory poem to his majeſty, which 
was printed in gto. but to his great mortification it 
was not very graciouſly received, which oecafioned 
him to ſeek for a patron in Henry prince of Wales, 
to whom he dedicated the firſt part of his heroic' 
poem, intituled, Poly-Olbion,” by which Greek 
title, ſignifying “very happy,“ he denotes Eng- 
land. It is a chorographical deſcription of this 
country in Englith verſes of twelve feet, compriſed 
in eighteen ſongs, illuſtrated with notes by Selden, 
the famous antiquary. It is much admired for its 
hiſtoric truth. Unfortunately the prince died be- 
fore the ſecond part was completed, and this freſh”. 
diſappointment made Drayton give up all hopes of 
preferment at court. However, he dedicated this 
part to prince Charles, and gives a hint of extend- 
ing his plan to Scotland, but. probably want 'of 
encouragement made him decline it. 3 

The ſecond volume of Mr. Drayton's poems was 
publiſhed in 1627, containing, The Battle of 
Agincourt ;” The Miſeries of Queen Margaret;“ 
„The Court of Fairies ;”” © The Queſt of Cyn- - 
thia;“ „ The Shepherd's Syrena ;” „“ Elegies;“ 
and“ The Moon Calf,“ a ſevere ſatire upon the 
maſculine affectation of the women, and the effe- 
minate diſguiſes of the men in his time, Which 
vile habits were introduced with the love of 
maſques then greatly in vogue. His laſt perform 
ance was a third volume of poems publiſhed in 
1630, under the title of The Muſes Elyzium ;* 
including three divine poems, On Noah's Flood; 
„The Birth and 1 of Moſes;“ and, Da- 
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266 T HE LIFE OF" 
vid and Goliah.” The three latter pieces, being 
greatly inferior to his other performances, are not 


reprinted in the laſt edition of his works. 


Michael Drayton died in 1631, and was interred 
in Weſtminſter-Abbey, where his monument with 


his effigies may be found, in the Poet's Corner. 


| Wittiam DruUMMoND, a native of Scotland, 
was the ſon of Sir John Drummond, of Hawthorn- 
den, gentleman · uſher to James VI. before he came 
to the throne of England. He was born in 1585, 
received part of his education at Edinburgh, and 
in the year 1606 was ſent to the univerſity of 
Bourges in Flanders to complete it. There he ſtu- 
died the civil law, and made ſuch a progreſs in 
that ſcience, that, if he had taken ta the practice, it 
is ſuppoſed he would have been the moſt eminent 
lawyer of his time in Scotland. But his genius 
mclining him to hiſtory and poetry, he retired, upon 
his father's death, to his paternal eſtate at Haw- 
thornden, where he ſpent his time in reading the 


Greek and Latin poets, and obliged the world with 


ſeveral excellent productions in proſe and verſe. 


His Cypreſs Grove,” an admired compoſition in 


proſe, was firſt publiſhed after a dangerous fit of 
illneſs; and, ſoon after, The Flowers of Sion,” 
a poem. © 4 f 

A melancholy circumſtance obliged him once 
more to viſit foreign countries, in order to alleviate. 
and diffipate his grief. This was, the death of an 
amiable lady, to whom he was on the point of be- 
ing married. He took up his reſidence ſometimes 
at Paris, and ſometimes at Rome, from which 


places he viſited the ſeveral univerſities- of France, 
Fraly, and Germany, converſing and correſponding 
with all the learned men of the age; at the ſame 
time, he made a valuable collection of ancient and 
modern books, Thus enriched with farther ac- 


quiſitions 
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quiſitions of knowledge, after eight years abſences 
he returned to his native country; but, finding it 
involved in a civil war, he retired again to the 
continent, but to what part is not certain. During 
this laſt abſence he is ſuppoſed to have written his 
« Hiſtory of five of the Kings of Scotland ofthe name 
of. James,“ which was not publiſhed till after his 
death. Beſides this work, he compoſed ſeveral po- 
litical tracts againſt the Covenanters, and the party 
in oppoſition to Charles I. Alſo a celebrated piece 
intituled, “ Irene“, being a political and moral 
oration addreſſed to the king, the nobility, and the 
clergy, on the ſubject of their mutual jealouſies, and 
demonſtrating, from reaſon and hiſtory, that a civil 
war muſt be the couſequence. The marquis of 
Montroſe, having procured a copy of Irene, deſired 
him to print it, as the beſt means of quieting the 
minds of the people. He likewiſe ſent him a pro- 
tection in 1645, with a letter, in which he praiſes 
his loyalty and learning. From this circumſtance, 
and that of his having married the year before, it 
is probable, that he had returned to ſome part of 
Scotland as early as the year 1641. He kept up an 
intimate friendſhip and correſpondence with Dray- 

ton and Ben Jonſon to the time of their deaths. His 
own happened in 1649. His works were collected 
and publiſhed in one volume, in folio, with his 
life prefixed, at Edinbugh, in 1711. oF 


| 2 Author ities. General Biog. Dia. Vol. IV. 
Life of Drummon 4 prefixed to his Wok. 
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Sm ROBERT COT TON, Bazr, 


+ Including Memoirs of JOHN SPE E b. 


N. | [A. D. 12576, to 1631. 
H E celebrated founder of the Cottonian l- 


NED: brary, whoſe memory as a patron'of learning | 


muſt ever be revered by the ſons of ſcience, was 
the ſon of Thomas Cotton, Efq; a private gentle- 


man, poſſeſſed of a conſiderable eſtate at Denton- 


hall, near Connington, in Huntirigdonſhire. He 
was born there in the year 1570; and was fent to 
Frinity*college in Cambridge, to complete his edu · 
cation, In 1585, he took the degree of Bache- 
lor of Arts; and foon after he retired from the 


umiverſity, and lived ſome time with his father at 


Denton ; but at length finding it neceffary to ac- 
quite forme improvements requifite to form the 
character of the real gentleman, which can only 
attained by ſocial intercoutſe with the great 
orld, he went to London, where the bent of his 
diſpoſition, which led him to curious and learned 
reſearches into antiquity, ſoon became known, and 
hz was introduced to a fociety of Antiquarians, 
compoſed of men of the fitſt abilities, and of diſ- 
tinguiſhed rank. With thefe he conſtantly aſſoci- 
ated, and it was owing, in a great meaſure, to his 
ingenuity and attentive care, that a regular body 
of Antiquarians were afterwards formed into a ſo- 


ciety, under that title. 


Mr. Cotton now directed his ſtudies to hiſtory 
father, 


and antiquities, and being liberally ſupported by his 
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father, he began to purchaſe, and to collect, ancient 
curious hiftorical records, ſuch as treaties; charters, 
patents, and other valuable manuſcripts. About 
the year 1600, having formed an intimacy with 
Mr. Camden, he reſolved to gain experimental 
knowledge in his favourite ſubjects, by travelling 
with that celebrated antiquarian to the North, and 
in the courſe of the excurſion, Mr. Camden ftood 
mdebted to him for many explanations relative to 
dubious and obſcure circumſtances in hiſtory, which 
he candidly acknowledges in his Britannia. | 
About the time of his return, a diſpute had ariſen 
between the courts of England and Spain, con- 
eerning the precedency claimed by the ambaſtadors 
of each at the court of foreign princes ; and queen 
Elizabeth being upon the point of ſending Sit 
Henry Neville and others to Bologne, in 287 


of ber commiffioners to negociate a peace wit 
Spain through the mediation of the archduke Al- 
bert, to whom Spain had already ſent an embaſſy, 
her majeſty commanded the newly · eſtabliſned anti- 
= fociety to give their opinion upon the 
jeR, and this occaſioned a publication by Mr. 
Cotton, in defence of the precedency claimed by 
England, intituled, A Brief Abſtract of the 
Queſtion of Precedeney between England and 
Spain,” But neither Mr: Cotton's treatiſe, not 
the firm reſolution of the Engliſh court to main- 
tain the precedency, had any weight with the Spa- 
niſh commiſſioners, who, unable to carry their 
point of precedency, abruptly broke up the confe- 
rences, and put an end to the negociationn 
Whether it was owing to the bad ſucceſs of this 


affair, or to any other cauſe, we find no notice taken 8 


bf the extraordinary abilities of Mr. Cotton hy 
Elizabeth or her miniſtry. But upon the acceſſion 
of James I. he became known at court, and he 
was in the long liſt of baronets created by that 
gh I NA monarch 
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Monarch on the firſt inſtitution of that dignity, 
May 22d, 1611,-in the gth year of the. reign of 
that monarch. From this time we are informed, that 
Ins learning. and merit were ſo conſpicuous, that he 
Was not only held in high eſteem by all men of 
eminence in the republic of letters, but that he was 
confulted by adminiſtration as an oracle, upon all 
points of controverſy between the court and the peo- 
ple, teſpecting the political conſtitution of England, 
The terms of the propoſed union of England and 
Scotland were ſubmitted to his opinion. He was 
defired to give in a ſtate of the laws of England be- 
fore the Conqueſt; and of the revenues granted to 
the kings from time to time. His advice was re- 
. quired with reſpect to the nature of the dignity and 
- Precedency of knights of the bath; and upon the 
nd queſtion concerning the expediency and uti- 
tity of dehafing the coin, the miniſtry entirely re- 
Hed upon his judgment. > | 
In confideration for theſe ſervices, in 1608, he 
Tas appointed one of the commiffioners to enquire 
into the ſtate of the Navy, which had been greatly 
neglected fince the demiſe of Elizabeth; and he 
drew up a memorial of their proceedings, which 
Was very graciouſly received by the king; and 
having been deeply concerned in the ſcheme of 
railing money for the king by the inſtitution of 
the dignity of baronets, each baronet being obliged 
to pay 1095]. on paſſing the patent, in lieu of main- 
taining thirty foot-ſoldiers for three years in lie- 
land, he was raiſed to that dignity himſelf, a; we 
have before noticed, © _ 3 
About this time, Sir Robert Cotton wrote A 
Diſcourſe of the Lawfulnefs of Combats to be 
performed in the Preſence of the King cr the 
Conſtable, or Earl Marſhal of England.” This 
piece was printed at London in 1654, and again 
in 1672, He likewiſe. drew up an * the 
Fee ye ad | ' ame 
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incite him to affect Arms more than Peace.“ 
While the treaty of marriage was in agitation 
between prince Charles and the Infanta of Spain, 
the en of commons, being violently againſt the 
match, employed Sir Robert Cotton to point out, 
from a review of the treaties between England and: 


tlie houſe of Auftria, the infincerity and rt e A 


of the latter ; and to prove, that in all their tran 
actions they aimed only at univerfal monarchy. 


This tract is printed in the Cotton? Potbuma, under 


the Title of A Remonſtrance of the "Treaties of 
Amity, &c.” a N | 


In 1621, he wrote a popular piece, _— 


« A Relation to prove that the Kings of Englan 

have been pleaſed to conſult with their Peers in the 
great Council, and the Commons in Parliament, 'of 
Marriage, Peace, and War.” Indeed he appears upon 


all occafions to have acted upon independent prin- 


ciples, and to have eſpouſed the cauſe of his coun- 
try, though he was upon friendly terms with the 
court, whenever the latter acted contrary to its 
true intereſts, But, in his religious opinions, he 
was a ſlave to the church hierarchy ;” and the worſt 
performance he wrote was an ** Anſwer to certain 
Arguments raifed from ſuppoſed” Antiquity, and 


urged by ſome Members of the Lower Houſe of 


Parliament, to prove that Ecclefiaſtical Laws ought 


to be enacted by Temporal Men.” In his attempt 
to refute theſe notions, he builds, upon antiquity 


alone, an excluſive right, inherent in the prieſt- 
hood, to enact eccleſiaſtical laws. 7. ” 


In the firſt parliament under Charles I, he was 


one of the members for Huntingdon,” and diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf by joining the party who infifted” 


on an immediate redreſs of the grievances under 
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ſame year, 1609,“ to ſuch Motives as were of. 
fered by certain Military Men to Prince Henry, to 


— 
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which the nation then laboured ; but he adviſed 
mild and prudent meaſures. He was therefore ſtill 


confided in by the court, ſo far as to be conſulted, 
in 1 626, concerning a plan propoſed to be carried 
into execution, in order to raiſe money for the 
crown. This was te debaſe the coin; a ſcheme 
Which Sir Robert powerfully and ſucceſsfully op- 
{ed in a ſpeech before the privy- council, wherein 
he repreſented the diſhonour that muſt enſue to 
the king, and the damages to the ſubjects, from 
ſuch a meaſure. | 
Sir Robert Cotton, though he was a friend to 
the liberties of his country, had rendered very im- 
portant ſervices to the crown. But this did not 
prevent his receiving. the moſt cruel and unjuſt 
treatment from the court in the reign of Charles the 
Firſt, In November, 1629, an order was ſent 
from the court for ſealing up his library, and 
bringing himſelf before the privy-council. The 
pretence was, that there had been found in his 
s cuſtody a peſtilent tractate, which he had foſtered 


V as his child, and bad ſent it abroad into divers 


hands; containing a project how a prince may 
make himſelf an abſolute tyrant.” This, it was 
faid, was a *©* pernicious diabolical device, to breed 
„ ſuſpicious and ſeditious humours among the 
„ people. he tract in queſtion was intituled, 
„A Propoſition for his Majeſty's. Service, to bridle 
the Impertinency of Parliaments:“ and it was 
written in 1613, by Sir Robert Dudley, commonly 
"called carl of Warwick, and duke of Northumber- 
land, who was then in exile at Florence, and who 
wrote it with a view to ingratiate himſelf with 
king James the Firſt, and by that means to pre- 
-pare the way fot. his return to his own. country, 
Sir Robert Cotton having à copy of this piece in 
bis library, a perſon who had the care of it had, 
1 . 8 unknown, 
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unknown to Sir Robert, taken ſeveral copies, and 
diſpoſed of them as a curioſity. Beſides being 
brought before the privy-council, a. profecution 
was ſet on foot in the Star-chamber againſt Sir Ro- 
bert Cotton, and ſeveral other gentlemen, who. had 
copies of the piece in their poſſeſſion. They were 
confined for ſome time, but were afterwards (:t at 
liberty, upon oath. being made by Sir Henry 
Foulis, that the piece upon which the proſecution 
was founded was written by fir Robert Dudley. 
Sir Robert Cotton, however, was never reſtored 
to the uſe of his library, which was kept locked- up 
from his uſe by the authority of government 
This | unjuſt and oppreſſive treatment ſo affected 
him, that it ſhortened his days. The whole: af- 
fair ſeems to have been an iniquitous ſcheme to 
deprive him of the uſe of his valuable library, that 
the books in it might not be employed either by 
him, or his friends, in fupport of the rights gf 
the people. He is faid to have attributed. the treat- 
ment he received. chiefly to Neile aud Laud, two 
prelates well known for their arbitrary principles. 
Sir 5ymonds D*Ewes ſays, When went ſeveral 
times to viſit and comfort him, in the year 
1630, he would tell me, they had broken his 
heart, that had locked up his library from him,“ 
Sir Robert Cotton died at his .haufe in Weſk- 
minſter, May 6, 1631, in the fixty-firſt year gf 
his age, and was buried in the ſouth chancel, gf 
Connington church. hefore he died, he requsſted 
Sir Henry Spelman to ſignify to the lord privy+ſeal,. 
and the reſt of the lords of the council, that their 
o long detaining, his books from him, without 
rendering any reaſon for the ſame, had been the 
cauſe of his mortal malady. __ .. FE oy, 
Ihe literary abilities of Sir Robert Cotton were 
very great in hiſtory, policy, and antiquities ;, and 
n oats ns. NS 12 
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they procured him the correſpondence of the moſt 
learned foreigners of the age, as well as the friend - 
"ſhip of the moſt eminent of his countrymen, And 


though he was courted by perſons of the fir 


quality in the kingdom, he was neither dogmatic 
nor arrogant, but ſought for, and became the pa- 
tron of men of genius, however humble in their 
ſtations, or depreſſed by fortune. To theſe his 
Houſe and his library were conſtantly open. This 
noble difpofition firſt broughr him acquainted with 
John Speed, the Britiſh hiſtorian, to whom he 
proved a ſerviceabſe friend, aſſiſting him both by 
ice and by liberal preſents. RS | 


\ of 


1+ 33-23 
Sp was born in Cheſhire, in the year 1552, 


of obſcure parents, and brought up to the buſineſs 
ef a taylor, which he followed for ſome time in 


London, and was a freeman of the company of 
Merchant-Taylors. * I he'circumſtances which in- 


duced him to quit his vocation, and apply himſelf 
to the ſtudy and writing of hiſtory, are not tranſ- 
. matted to us, or any other incidents of his life, 


till the year 1606, the fifty fourth of his age, when 
he publiſhed bis Theatre of Great Britain.” 
It is moſt probable, that after this publication he 
became acquainted with Camden, 'Sir Robert Cot- 


ton, and Sir Henry Spelman, who all aſſiſted him 
in his future ſtudies and performances; but Sir 
Nobert Cotton was his particular friend; and it 
may be eaſily conjectured, that he encoutaged him 
to throw up his buſineſs, for the mote honourable 


profeſſion of an hiſtorian. 


In 1614, Mr. Speed publiſhed, in folio, «© The | 
"Hiſtory of Great Britain under the Conqueſts of the 


Romans, Saxons, Danes, and Normans ; their Ori- 


pinals, Manners, Wars, Coins, and Seals, with the 
dycceſons, Lives, Acts, and Iſſues of the Engliſh 


Monarchs, 
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Monarchs, from ſulius Cæſar to our Moſt Gracious 
Sovereign King James, dedicated to that prince. 
The Theatre of Great Britain, being a Geographi- 
cal Velcription of England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
the Iſles adjoining, was deſigned as a proper intro- 
duftion to his Hiſtory, or Chronicle, which is both 
accurate and copious ; and to which 1s prefixed re- 
commendatory Poems in Latin, French, and Eng- 
liſh, by Sir Henry Spelman, and other eminent 
men. | | 9 
Mr. Speed alſo publiſhed a kind of ſacred chro- 
nology in 1616, intituled. The Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, or the Genealogies of Scripture, confirm- 
ing the Truth of Holy Hiſtory and the Humanity: 
of Chriſt.” He died in 1029, and was buried-in 
the church of St. Giles, Cripplegate, where a mo- 
nument was erected to his memory. | 
The monument prepared by Sir Robert Cotton, 
in his life-time, as a durable memorial of himſelf, 
was his curious and valuable library ; confiſting of 
a fine collection of manuſcripts, relating chiefly to 
the hiſtory and antiquities of Great Britain and 
Ireland. This library was kept in his own houfe 
at Weſtminſter, near the houſe of commons; and 
it was greatly improved by his only fon and heit 
dir Thomas Cotton, after he came into poſſeſſion 
of it; and his ſon, Sir John Cotton, conſiderably 
enlarged it. FRE | . 
In 1701, the Cottonian library was made the 
property of the public, by virtue of an act of par- 
iament for the better ſecuring and preſerving this 
library in the name and family of the Cottons, as 
truſtees for the public, that it might not be ſold, or 
_ otherwiſe difpoled of and embezzled. In the reign 
of queen Anne, Sir John Cotton, great grandſon of 
the founder, agreed to ſell Cotton-houſe to her 
majeſty, to be a repoſitory for the Royal as well as 


the 


* 
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the Cottonian library : upon which an act was niade 
for the better ſecuring her majeſty's purchaſe of that 
. Houſe, and both the houſe and the library were ſet- 
tled and veſted in public © truſtees. ' Cottohouſe 
was then ſet apart for the houſe of the royal libra- 
rian, who 0 under his care the joint libraries. 
Some years after, the Cottonian library was re- 
moved to a houſe near Weſtminſter Abbey, pur- 
chaſed by the crown of lord Aſhburnham; and 
here a fire happened on the 23d of October, 1731, 
when 111 books were loſt, burnt, or entirely de- 
faced, and 99 rendered imperfect. It was there 
upon removed to the new, -and afterwards to the 
old, Dormitory belonging to Weſtminſter ſchool, 
Thexe it remained till it was removed, in purſuance 
of the act of parliament of 1953, for eſtabliſhing 
the Britiſh Muſeum, and now makes part of that 
national repoſitory of antiquities, natural philoſo- 
ply. and literature. II 
| e have only to add a liſt of Sir Robert Cotton's 
works, not mentioned in the courſe of his memoirs. 
They are, 
1. ARcelationof the Proceedings againſt any Am- 
baſſadors who have miſcaried themſelves and ex- 
ceeded their Commiſhons. * 
2. A Relation to prove, That the Sovereign's 
Perſon is required in the great Councils or Aſſem- 
blies of the States, as well at the Conſultations as 
at the Conclufions. - 
3. The Argument made by the Command of 
the Houſe of Commons, out of the Acts of Par- 
liament, and Authority of Law expounding the 
ſame, at a Conference with the Lords, concerning 
the Liberty of the Perſon of every Freeman. 
4. A Brief Diſcourſe concerning the Power of the 
Peers and Commons of Parliament, in 1 2 
a £ A val 
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Judicaturg, Theſe four are printed in Cotton; Poli- 


F. A ſhort View of the long Life and Reign of 

Henry III. King of England, written in 1614, and 
preſented to. King James 1. He alſo left fome Ma- 
nuſcripts, which may be found in the Catalogue of 
his Li rar y · | 5 
ln the collection of curious Diſcourſes; written 
by eminent antiquartes, are printed nine ſhort 
Piertatioris, by Sir Robert Cotton; on- various 
Subjects relative to Engliſh Antiquities. 


„„ Autborities, Biog. Britan. Birch's 3 
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$12 HENRY SPELMAN. 
A. D. 1867, to 1643-] 


1 celebrated antiquarian, whoſe inde au 


gable aſſiduity and great learning threw a 


new light on the ſtudy of the laws and antiquities 
of his country, was a deſcendant from an antient 
family in the county of Norfolk. He was born at 
Congham near Lynn, in the year 1551, and before 
he was fifteen years of age he was ſent to Trinity 
goliege in Cambridge, where he remained only two 


years 


i 
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8 and an half, the death of his father obliging 
him to return home to aſſiſt his mother in ſettling 
the affairs of the family. As ſoon as he had com- 
_ pleted this buſineſs, he entered himſelf a ſtudent of 
Lincoln's Inn, and applied himfelf with great di- 
ligence to the fludy of the law, which profeſſion it 
is probable he intended to have embraced, if for- 
tune had not provided for him in a different man- 
ner. In his occafional excurſions to his native coun- 
try, he became acquainted with a lady of diſtinction, 
poſſeſſed of an ample fortune, who accepted his ad- 
- dreſſes, and to whom he was married, after he had 
been near three years at Lincoln's Inn. This change 
in his affairs determined him to live a retired life 
in the country; and he now made his ſtudies a 
chief part of his rural amuſements ; but he did not 
confine them to the profeſſional buſineſs of the 
law, but extended them to a general inquiry into 
the political conſtitution, laws, and antiquities of 
England. 1 - 

In 1604, he was nominated by James I. high 
ſheriff of the county of Norfolk ; and the king was 
now made acquainted with his great talents for 
affairs of fate, fo far as reſpected the internal ad- 
miniſtration of government; Mr. Spelman having 
acquired a complete knowledge of all the antient 
prarogatives of the crown, of the privileges, im- 
munities, and cuſtoms of the eccleſiaſtical and 
ather courts, and of the rights of the ſubject. 
His majeſty, in conſequence of the repreſentations 
made to him, ſent for Mr. Spelman to court in 
1607, and appointed him to be one of the commiſ- 
fioners for determining the unſettled and diſputed 
titles to lands and manors in Ireland, which had 
been thrown into great confuſion by the ſales and 
other alienations of eſtates, occaſioned by the rebel- 
lions in that kingdom during the late reign. _ Mr. 
my. | f Spelman 
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| Spelman acquitted himſelf ſo highly to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the king, in three different voyages he mace 
to Ireland by his majeſty's command, upon this 
buſineſs, that after it was completed, he made him 
one of the commiſſioners to enquire into the oppreſ- 
fion of the fees exacted in all the courts and public 
offices in England, as well ecclefiaſtical as civil. 
This buſineſs for which Mr. Spelman was ſo emi- 
hently qualified, he purſued with unremitted zeal, _ 
and ſtri& impartiality, for ſeveral years, to the 
great detriment of his family, expending in it great 
part of his fortune, without receiving any recom- 
ace from the-crown. To account for this it 
muſt be obſerved, that the very nature of the em- 
ployment created him a number of enemies at court, 
for it affected the perquiſites and emoluments of of- 
fice, and thereby leflened the incomes of ſeveral 
great officers'and their dependants, both in church 
and ſtate.” But the clergy in particular he highly 
diſpleaſed, by publiſhing a learned treatiſe, in con- 
ſequence of the diſcoveries he made in the execu- 
tion of his commiſſion, intituled, De Sepultura, 
or of Burial Fees; in which he makes it evidently 
appear, that the greateſt part of the fees, exacted by 
the clergy and eccleſiaſtical officers for burials, is a 
groſs impoſition. | e+Þ beat 4 ” 
At length however, the king conferred upon our 
induſtrious antiquarian rhe honour of knighthood, 
and ſent him a preſent of 3000. not as a full recom -+ 
pence (ſo it is expreſſed in the king's warrant to 
the treaſurer, preſerved in Rymer's Fœedera), bat 
only as an occaſional remembrance, till fomething 
more equal to his merit cayld be done for him. 
About the year 1612, Sir Henry Spelman re- 
moved his family to London, to a houſe in Barbi= 
can; and here he fixed his refidence for the remain= 
der of his life, not with any view of making his 
* . . — fortune | 
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fortune at court, but to enjoy the ſociety of his 
learned contemporaries, and to facilitate the publi- 
cation of his elaborate” works. In 1673, his fa- 
mous treatiſe was publiſhed, intituled, De non be- 
merandis cecliſtis, Churches not to be violated,” and 


this increaſed his reputation confiderably. 


; In 1626, our author publithed the firſt part of 
his well-known gloffary in Latin, under the title 
of A chæoligus; a work calculated to promote and 
facilitate the ſtudy of Engliſh antiquities, by ex- 
plaining the obſcure and obſolete words, terms, and 
phraſes, generally made uſe of in our old hiſtories 
and law-books, Sir Henry, in an advertiſement 
prefixed to the work, has affigned his reaſons for 
preferring this title to that of Gloſſarium; which” 
fays he, © ſtrictly fpeaking, is no more than a bare 
expheation of words, whereas this not only explains 
oblolete terms, but treats more efpecially of things, 
and contains entire difcourſes and differtations upon 
feveral heads.” In fact, it is a moſt valuable trea- 


fare of the antient conftitution and cuſtoms of 


wn ee He was encouraged and affiſted in this 
undertaking by ſome of the moſt eminent men of the 
age, to whom he candidly makes his 8 
ments in the preface, particulatly to the learned arch · 
biſhop Uſher, biſhop Williams, then lord keeper, 


Mr. Seiden, and Sir Robert Cotton. 


With the ſanction and aid of ſuch friends, Sir 


Henry Spelman carried on his work, which is in 
the form of a leticon, as far as the letter L; and 


the reaſon he proceeded no further is ſuppoſed to be, 


that he had diſcuſſed the articles Magna charta and 


* 


Maximum confilium with a degree of truth and politi- 
cal freedom, which made his friends apprehenſive 
of the conſequences, the reign of James I. not 
being a ſeaſon to ſpeak freely, either of the prero- 
gative of the king, ot the liberty of the py 
WET I t 
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both which, upon many occaſions, would have fallen 
in his way under the letter M. 8 
The ſecond: part was left unfiniſhed by our au- 
thor ;.and after his death it came into the hands of 
his ſon rh Spelman, who had abilities to 
have finiſhed it, but he was taken off by a fever. at 
a premature age; and after the Reſtoration, the copy, 
what means is not mentioned, paſſed into the 
poſſeſſion of dir William Dugdale, who printed it at 
the requeſt of lord Chancellor Hyde, ſoon aſter the 
Reſtoration. It is generally allowed, that this part 18 
yery inferior to the firſt ; and ſome have charged 
dir William Dugdale with alterations and additions 
of his own; but the learned Dr. Gibſon, late biſhop 
of London, in his life of Sir Henry Spelman, -a 
ſures us, that a great part of the very copy from 
whenee it was printed is in the Bodleian . 
in Sir Ae, ee hand, and cxaRly agtecs wi 


The next work, preſented ta the publick by ir 
Henry, was an edition of the Engliſh councils; in- 
tituled, *© A Hiſtory of the Englih Councils.“ In 
the proſecution of this work he was particularly en- 
couraged, as he obſerves in the preface, by the 
archbiſhops Abbot, Laud, and Uſher,' The plan 
way divided into three parts, and a volume aſſigned 
to each diviſion. T he firſt to contain the hiſtory 
of the Engliſh councils from the firſt plantation af 
Chriſtianity to the acceſſion of William the Con- 
queror. a me 1 
The ſecond, from the Norman Conqueſt to the 
caſting off the Pope's ſupremacy, and the diſſolu - 
tion of monaſteries by Henry VII. 
Ihe third, the hiſtory of the Reformed Engliſh 
church from Henry VIII. to his own time. | 

The firſt volume was publiſhed in 1639, about, 

__ years before his death, with his own anneta - 
| | ons 


In 
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- tions upon the more difficult paſſages. The fecond 
volume was publiſhed by Sir William Dugdale, in 
1664, but with many faults. The third was never 
executed. . | 

Sir Henry an was a great encourager of 
learning and of men of letters; and his endeavours 
to revive the knowledge and ſtudy of the old Saxon 
language ought to be confidered as an eſſential ſer- 
vice to ſtudents in antient Britiſh hiſtory and an- 
tiquities. He had found the great uſe of his own 
knowledge of that tongue in the courſe of his re. 
ſearches, and lamented the negle& of it both at 
home and abroad, which was ſo very general. that 
he did not then know one man in' the world who 

was perfectly maſter of it. He therefore inſti- 
tuted a Saxon lectureſtip in the univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, and allowed Mr. Abraham Wheelock, a 
divine who had a competent knowledge of it, a 
falary of ten pounds per annum, for reading the 
lectures. He likewiſe preſented him to the vicarage 
of Middleton in the county of Norfolk, with the 
prone of the impropriate rectory of the ſame church, 

th of which he intended to have ſettled in perpe- 
tuity as an endowment of the lectureſhip. But Sir 
Henry and his eldeſt ſon both dying within the 
—— of two years, the civil war enſuing, and the 
family eſtate being ſequeſtered, this laudable deſign 
proved abortive. * | 
Sir Henry Spelman died at London in 1641, and 
was buried in Weſtminſter Abbey, near Camden's 


In 1698, Mr. Edmund Gibſon, afterwards biſhop 
of London, collated and publiſhed. in one volume, 
Folio, the poſthumous works of Sir Henry Spelman, 
relating to the laws and antiquities of England, 
under the title of Religuiæ Spe mannianæ. Theſe 
were dedicated to Dr. Tenniſon, archbiſhop of 
S271 cbs riod | Canterbury, 
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Canterbury, and were reprinted, together with a 


new edition of his Engliſh works, publiſhed in his 
life-time, by the ſame editor, in one volume Folio, 


in the year 1723. | 


Sir Henry had eight children, four ſons and four, 
daughters; but no ae notice is taken by the 


writers of his life of any but the eldeſt ſon, whom 
he called the heir of his ſtudies, and the youngeſt 


John. The eldeſt was provided for a little before. 
his father's death by Charles I. who conferred on 


him the honour of knighthood, and made him maſ- 
ter of Sutton hoſpital, at the requeſt of Sir Henry, 


; 


to whom the king firſt offered it. Sir John Spel- - 


man enjoyed the king's confidence, and after the 
civil war broke out was commanded, ina letter writ- 
ten by Charles himfelf, to attend him at Oxford, 


where he was one of that unhappy monarch's ſecret - 
council, and was employed to write papers in vin- 


dication of the proceedings of the court. Two of 
his political tracts are ſtill extant, the one, A View 
of a pretended Book, intituled, Obſervations on his 


Majeſty's late Anſwers and Epiſtles ;” Oxford. 


1642, in 4to ; the other The Caſe of our Affairs 
in Law, Religion, and other Circumſtances, briefly 


examined and preſented to the Conſcience,” Oxford, 


1643, in 4to. It does not appear from theſe pieces 


that he inherited either the genius or the prin- 
ciples of his father with My ook to politics ; but in 


works of another claſs he ſucceeded much better. 
He publiſhed the Saxon Pfalter, under the title of 
Pſalterium Davidis Latino-Saxonicum vetus, from an 

old manuſcript in his father's library, which he col 


lated with three other copies. He alſo wrote the 


Life of Alfred the Great in Engliſh, but did not 
live to print it. This performance does honour to 
his literary talents,” It was tranſlated into Latin 


by the care of Obadiah Walker, maſter of Univer- 


lity college, Oxford, and was publiſhed by him 
3 TEE with 


rei r 


with notes and cuts, at Oxford, in 1679, folio. And 
Mr. Hearne afterwards publiſhed it in Engliſh from 
> the original copy. 
Clement Spelman, the youngeſt ſon of Sir Henry, 
was bred to the law. and roſe to be a puiſne baron 
of the Exchequer upon the reſtoration of Charles II. 
This gentleman publiſhed ſome tracts relative to 

rnment, and a large preface to a new edition of 
Fre father's work, De non temerandis ecclefiis, He 
died in 1679. 5 


* Autboritier. Gibſon's Life of Sir Henry 
Spelman, prefixed to the edition of his Engliſh 
works, London, 1723. Wood's Athen. Oxon, 


AI LIFE or 
WILLIAM DOBSON, 
 HisToxy And PokTRAIT PAINTER, 


4 i [A D. 1610, to 1647.1 


"FILLIAM DOB SON, an eminent 
YY Englith painter, was born in London, in 
St. Andrew's pariſh, Holborn, in the year 1510; 
and 2 a family at that time very emi 
nent in St. Albans. Who firſt inſtructed him in 
the uſe of his pencil, is uncertain ; but of tais we 
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are well aſſured, that he was put out very early an 
apprentice to one Mr. Peake, a ſtationer and tra- 
der in pictures, with whom he ſerved His time. 
Nature inclined him very powerfully to the prac- 
tice of painting after the life; and his maſter's 
procurement he had the advantage of copy ing many 
excellent pictures, eſpecially ſome of Pitian and 
Van Dyck. How much he was beholden to the 
latter of thoſe two great men may eaſily be- ſeen 
in all bis works; no painter having ever come up 
ſo near to the perfection of that excellent maſter, 
as this happy imitator. He was alſo farther in- 
debted to the generoſity of Van Dyck, in preſent- 
ing him to king Charles I. who took him into his 
immediate protection, kept him in Oxford all the 
while his majeſty continued in that city, fat ſeveral 
times to him for his picture, and obliged the prince 
of Wales, prince Rupert, and moſt of the lords 
of his court, to do the ſame. He was a fair, middle- . 
ſized man, of a ready wit, and pleaſing converſa- 
tion ; was ſomewhat looſe and irregular in his way 
of living; and, notwithſtanding the many oppor- 
tunities he had of making his fortune, died very 
poor at his houſe in St. Martin's Lane, in the 
year 1647 . | 

It is to be obſerved of our artift, that as he had. 
the misfortune to want ſuitable. helps in his be- 
ginning to apply himſelf to painting, fo. he alſo 
wanted more encouragement than the unhappy: 
times he flouriſhed in could afford. Nevertheleſs, 
he ſhone out through all diſadvantages ; and it is 
univerſally agreed, that, had his education and en- 
couragement been anſwerable to his genius, Eng- 
land might juſtly have been as proud of her Dob- 
ſon, as Venice of her Titian, or Flanders of her 
Van Dyck. He was both a hiſtory and portrait: 


— 


288 THE LIFE OF 
painter; and there are in the collections of the 
curious ſeveral of his pictures of both kinds. 


1 1 Authorities. Walpole's Anecdotes of Paint. 
ing in England. Gen. Biog. Dictionary. 


Tur Ltez or 
FN I G 0 nes. 
6 LA. D. 1572, to 1681. 


FT'HIS celebrated architect was born about the 
| year 1572, in the neighbourhood of St. Paul's, 
London, of which city his father, Mr. Ignatius 
Jones, was a citizen, and by trade a cloth-worker. 
At a proper age, it is ſaid, he put his ſon appren- 
tice to a joiner, a buſineſs that requires ſome {kill 
in drawing, and in that reſpect ſuited well with out 
architect's inclination, which naturally led him to 
he art of defigning. Genius concurred with incli- 

nation : he diſtinguiſhed himſelf early by the extra- 
ordinary progreſs he made in thoſe polite and uſe- 
ful arts, and was particularly taken notice of for 
his ſkill in the practice of landſcape painting. U heſe 
talents recommended him to the favour of that great 
8 of all liberal ſciences William carl of Pem- 


oke, at whoſe expence he travelled over 7. 
| an 
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and the politer parts of Europe; ſaw whatever 
ſtood recommended by its antiquity or value, and 
from theſe plans formed his own obſervations, 
which, upon his return home, he perfected by 
ſtudy and application | 

But beforethat, the improvements he madeabroad 
gave ſuch an eclat to his reputation all over Europe, 
that Chriſtian IV. king of Denmark ſent for him 
from Venice, which was the chief place of his re- 
fidence, and made him his architect-general. He 
had been ſome time poſſeſſed of this honourable 
poſt, when that prince, whoſe filter Anne had 
married king James I. made a viſit to England, 
This was in 1606, and our architect being deſirous 
to return to his native country, took that oppor- 
tunity of coming home, in the train of his Daniſh 
majeſty. The magnificence of king James's reign, 
in dreſs, buildings, &c. is the common theme of 
all the Engliſh hiſtorians... This laſt furniſhed'Mr, 
Jones with an opportunity of exerciſing his talents; 
and the diſplay of thoſe talents proved ay honour to 
his country. The queen appointed him architect 
preſently after his arrival; and, not long after, he 
was taken, in the ſame character, into the ſervice 
of prince Henry, under whom be diſcharged his 
truſt with ſo much fidelity and judgement, that tlie 
king gave him the reverſion of the place of ſurveyor- 
general of his majeſty's works. A ro 

In the interim, his maſter prince Henry dying 
in 1612, he made a ſecond viſit to Italy, and con- 
tinued ſome years there, improving himſelf farther 
in his favourite art, till the ſurveyor's place fell to 
him. On his entrance upon it, he-ſhewed an un- 
common degree of -generofity. Tbe office of his 
majeſty's works having, through extraordinary o- 
caſions, in the time of his redeceſſor, contracted a 
great debt to the amount of ſeveral: thouſand” 
Vor. III. | O pounds; 
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pounds; the privy-council ſent for the ſurveyor, 
to give his opinion what courſe might be taken to 
caſe his majeſty of it, the exchequer being empty, 
and the workmen clamorous. Mr. Jones, conſi- 
dering well the exigency, not only voluntarily of- 
fered to ſerve without receiving one penny of the 
profits of his office," until the debt was fully gif. 
. _ charged, - but  alfo perſuaded his fellow-officers, 
the comptroller and paymaſter, to do the like, 
by which means the whole arrears were abſolutely 
cleared. © 28 ve => BBD ; 
The king, in his progreſs in 1620, calling at Wil- 
ton, the ſeat of the earl of Pembroke, among 
other ſubjects, fell into a diſcourſe about that ſur- 
23 group of ſtones, called Stonehenge, upon 
aliſbury plain, near Wilton. Hereupon our ar- 
chitect, who was well known to have ſearched into 
antique buildings and ruins abroad, was ſent for 
by lord Pembroke, and there received his ma- 
jieſty's commands to produce, out of his own prac- 
tice and experience in antiquitics abroad, what poſ- 
_  fibly he could diſcover concerning this of Stone- 
 henge. In obedience to this command, he pre- 
ſently ſet about the work ; and having, with no 
little pains and expence, taken an exact meaſure- 
ment of the whole, and diligently ſearched the 
foundation, in order to find out the original form 
and aſpect, he proceeded to compare it with other 
antique buildings which he had any where ſeen; 
and, after much reaſoning and a long ſeries of au- 
thoritics, he concluded, that this ancient and ftu- 
neous pile muſt have been originally a Roman 
© temple, dedicated to Cœlus, the ſenior of the hea- 


* - then gods, and built after the Tuſcan order; that 


it was built when the Romans flouriſhed in peace 

and proſperity in Britain, and, probably, betwixt 

the time of Agricola's government and the reign of 
. of . Conſtantine 
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'Conftantine the Great. This account he preſented 
to his royal maſter in 1620; and on the 16th of 
November, the fame year, he was appointed one 
of the commiffioners for repairing St. Paul's cathe- 
dral in London. 4 | 
Upon the death of king James, he was contigued 
in his poſt by king Charles I. whoſe conſort enter- 
ined him likewiſe in the ſame ſtation. He had 
drawn the defigns for the palace of Whitehall in 
his former maſter's time, and that part of it, the 
banqueting-houſe, was now carried into execution. 
It was firſt deſigned for the reception of foreign 
ambaſſadors ; and the cieling was painted, ſome. 
years after, by the famous Rubens, with the feli- 
cities of king James's reign. Prints from it, by 
Simon Gribehn, were publiſhed in 1724. The late 
lord Burlington publiſhed, in 1940, a north-weſt 
view of the palace, where this pavilion appears in 
its proper place, as part of that palace, in which 
there is ſeen a noble circular portico, whereof the 
firſt hint, Dr. Stukely thinks, might probably be 
ſuggeſted by the circular portico at Stonehenge. 
In June, 1633, an order was iſſued out, requir- 
ing him to ſet about the reparation of St. Paul's; 
and the work was begun ſoon after at the eaſt end, 
| the firſt ſtone being laid by Dr. Land, then biſhop 
of London, and the fourth by Mr. Jones. In 
reality, as he was the fole-architeQ, ſo the conduct, 
defign, and execution of the work were intruſted 


intirely to him; and having reduced the body of it = 


into order and uniformity, from the fteeple to the 
weſt end, added there a magnificent portico, which 
raiſed the envy of all Chriſtendom on his country, 
for a piece of architecture not to be paralleled in 
modern times: The whole was built at the expence 
of king Charles, who adorned it alfo with ſtatnes 
of his royal father and himſelf. The portico cow. 
N NO liited - 
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ſiſted of ſolid walls on each fide, with rows of 
Corinthian pillars ſet within, at a diſtance from 
the walls to ſupport the roof; being intended to 
be an ambulatory for ſuch as uſually before, by 
walking in the body of the church, diſturbed the 
choir ſervice. RE e 
While he was raiſing theſe noble monuments of 
his fame as an architect, he gave no leſs proofs of 
his genius in the fancy and judgement of the pomp- 
pous machinery employed in maſques and interludes, 
which entertainments were the vogue in his time, 
Several of theſe. repreſentations are ſtill extant in 
the works of Chapman, Davenant, Daniel, and 
ticularly Ben Jonſon. The ſubject was choſen 
y the poct, and the ſpeeches and ſongs were alſo of 
his compoſing ;. but the invention of the ſcenes, 
orfiaments, and drefles of the figures, was the con- 
trivance of Mr. Jones; and herein he acted in con- 
certand good harmony with Father Ben for awhile; 
but, about the year 1614, there happened a quarrel 
between them, which provoked Jonſon to ridicule 
his, aſſociate under character of Lanthern 
Leatherhead; a hobby - horſe-ſeller, in his comedy 
of Bartholomew-fair. And the rupture ſeems not 
to have ended but with Jonſon's death: a very 
| few years before which, in 1635, be. wrote a moſt 
# _ virulent coarſe fatire, which he called, An Ex- 
poſtulation with Inigo Jones; and, / afterwards, 
An Epigram to a Friend ;” and alſo a third, in- 
ſcribed to Inigo, Marquis Would-be.” 
His rough treatment of Jones was not approved 
of at court, as we learn from the following pailage 
in a letter from James Howell to Jonſon. «] 
heard you cenſured lately at court, (lays he) that 
you have lighted too foul upon Sir Inigo, and that 
; « you write with a porcupine's quilldippedin too much 
* * gall, Excuſe methat Iam ic free with you; its | 
= . : ; e 
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becauſe.T am yours in no common way of friend- 
ſhip.” But Jonſon not attending properly to his 
friend's hint, Howel wrote him the following let- 
ter upon the ſame ſubject: | | 


Father Ben, 55 | 1 La. 
© The fangs of a bear, and the tuſks of a wild 
boar, do not bite worſe, and make a deeper gaſh, 
than a gooſe-quill ſometimes ; no, not the badger 
himſelf, who is ſaid to be fo tenacious of his bite, 
that he will not give over his hold, till he feels his 
teeth meet, and his bones crack. Your quill hath 
proved ſo to Mr. Inigo Jones; but tlie pen where- 
with you have ſo gaſhed him, it ſeems, was made 
rather of a porcupine than a gooſe-quull, it is fo 
keen and firm. 


« Anſer, apes, vitulus, popules et regna gubernant. 22 


The gooſe, the bee, and the calf, (meaning. 
wax, parchment, and pen,) rule the world ;” but of 
the three, the pen is moſt predominaht. I know 
you have a commanding one, but you muſt not let 
it tyrannize in the manner you have done lately. 
Some give out there was a hair in it, or that your 
ink was too thick with gall, elſe it would not have 
ſo beſpattered and ſhaken the reputation of a royal 
architect: for reputation, you know, is like a fair 
ſtructure, long a rearing, bat quickly ruined, If 
your ſpirit will not let you retract, yet you ſhould 
do well to repreſs any more copies of the ſatire : for 
to deal plainly with you, you have loſt ſome ground 
at court by it; and, as I hear from a good hand, the. 
king, who hath ſo great a judgement in poetry (as 
in all other things elſe), is not pleaſed therewith. | 
Diſpenſe with this freedom of ü 1225 


| ++: Tour re Aful ſon and ſervitor, * 
| Weſtminſter, . 4 


3 July 1635. | «6 H. ; 
Q'g ==: "Tas 
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luonſon at length paid fo much attention to his 
friend Howell's advice, that he entirely ſuppreſſed 
the ſatire againſt Inigo above referred to. How- 
ever, it has been fince printed from a manuſcript. 
of the late Mr. Vertue, the engraver, and is in- 
ſerted in the edition of Ben Jonton's works, pub- 
Hſhed in 1956. - | 
It appears that our architect had made ſome at- 
tempts in the poetical way, either in the buſineſs of 
maſques, or otherwiſe. This intruſion into the 
poet's province raiſed Ben's ſpleen, and it has been 
_ 1uppofed that this was the real cauſe of the quarrel 
between him and Inigo. For in the beginning of 
the quarrel, one principal ſtroke of ridicule beſtowed 
upon Lanthern in Barthotomew-fair (the charac- 
ter under which Jones is ſatirized) confifts in the 
title there given him af Parcel Poet.” In the 
mean time, Mr. Jones received great encourage- 
ment from the court, ſo that be acquired a handſome 
fortune. But it was much impaired by the loſſes 
which he ſuffered in conſequence of his loyalty; 
for as he had a ſhare in his royal maſter's proſperity, 
ſo had he a ſhare alfo in his misfortunes. Upon 
the meeting of the long parliament in November, 
1040, he was called before the houfe of peers, on a 
complaint exhibited againſt him by the parifhioners 
of St. Gregory's in London for damages done to 
that church, in repairing St. PauPs cathedral. The 
church being old, and ſtanding very near the ca- 
___ . thedral, was thought to be a blemiſn to it, and there- 
fore was taken down, purſuant to the king's direc- 
tion and orders of the council, in 1639, in the 
execution of which our ſurveyor was. chiefly con- 
« cerned. But, in anſwer to the complaint, he pleaded 
the general iſſue; and, when the repairing of the 
_ "©. eathedral ceaſed, in 164, fome part of the mate- 


jk 
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rials remaining were, by order. of the houſe of 
lords, delivered to the pariſhioners of St, Gregory's 
towards the rebuilding of their church. This pro- 
ſecution put Inigo to a conſiderable expence ; and 
as he was both a royaliſt and a Roman catholick, in 
1640 he paid 545/. for his delinquency and ſequeſ- 
tration. And Mr. Walpole informs us, that he, and 


Stone the ſtatuary and architect, buried their joint 


ſtock of ready money in Scotland: yard: but an or- 
der being publiſhed to encourage the informers of 
ſuch concealments, and four. perſons. being privy 
to the ſpot where the money was hid, it was taken 
up, and re-buried in Lambeth. marſh, £ 
Upon the reſtoration of Charles II. he was con- 
tinued in his poſt by that monarch. But it was 
only an empty title at that time, nor. did Jones 
live long enough to make it any better. Grief, 
misfortunes, and age, put an end to his life at So- 
merſet-houſe, on the 21ſt of July, 1651 3 aud on 
the 26th of the ſame month he was buried in the 
church of St. Bennet's Paul's-wharf, where a mo- 
nument was erected to his memory, which was 
deſtroyed in the fire of London. | Pe 
| Inigo Jones was not only the greateſt, architect 
in England, but the moſt eminent in his profeſſion 
at that time in Europe. He is generally. ſtyled the 
Britiſh Vitruvius ; and Mr. Webb, who knew him 
well, aſſerts that his abilities, in all human ſcience 
ſurpaſſed moſt of his age. He was a great maſter of 
the mathematics, and particularly an excellent geo- 
metrician. He had ſome inſight into the two 
learned languages, Greek and Latin, eſpecially the 
latter. And Sir Anthony Vandyke — to ſay of 


him, that, in deſigning with his pen, he was not 
to be equalled by any great maſters of his time, for 
the boldneſs, ſoftneſs, ſweetneſs, and ſyreneſs -of - 
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his touches.” Among the works of this great maſ. 
ter are the following 
7. The Banqueting-houſe, Whitehall, already 
mentioned, © + * | 
2. Barber's-hall, in Monkwell-ftreet, London, 
This was a very fine edifice, and the theatre was 
particularly admired, as an admirable fabrick for 
ſeeing and hearing. It was erected for the ule of 
the ſurgeons, and here diſſections uſed to be per- 
formed, and lectures read. But when the barbers 
and ſurgeons, who uſed to be united in one com- 
pany, were formed into diſtinct and ſeparate com- 


panies, this hall was given by act of parliament to 


the barbers; and the theatre has lately been pulled 
Z. The new buildings fronds the gardens, at 
„ e banks. 2 2 5 : | 1 $6 x 


43. The church and piazza of Covent-garden. 


to have been built all in the ſame ſtyle; but there 


2 


Theſe have been much admired by the connoiſſeurs 
in architecture; and in particuſar it has been ſaid 
of the church, that it is one of the moſt ſimple, 
and, at the ſame time, moſt perfect pieces of archi - 
tectuie, that the art of man can produce. The 
ingenious Mr. Horace Walpole is, however, of a 
different opinion. He ſays; '** The arcade of Co- 
vent-garden and the church, are two ſtructures of 
which I want taſte to ſee the beauties. In the ar- 
.cade there is nothing remarkable; the pilaſters ate 
as errant and homely. ſtripes as any plaſterer would 
make. . And the barn-roof over the portico of the 


church ſtrikes my eyes with as little idea of dignity 


or beauty, as it conld do if it covered nothing but 


+ 2 barn.” > 


. Lincoln's:inn-ficlds, | This fine ſquare was 


originally laid out by the maſterly hand of [nigo; 
and it is ſaid; that the ſides of it are the exact mea- 


fore of the great pyramid of Egypt. It was intended 


were 
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were not à ſufficient number of people of taſte to 
accompliſh ſo great a work. The houſe which was 
late the duke of Ancaſter's is built on this model ; 

but elevated and improved ſo as to make it more 
ſuitable to the quality of the owner. It has that 
fimple grandeur which charaQteriſes all the deſigus 
of this great architece. 

6. Shafteſbury-houſe, late the lying- in- -hoſpital 
in Alderſgate-ſtreet. - 

7: The garden front of Wilton-houſe, the ſeat 
of the carl of Pembroke ; and alſo ſome other parts 
of that noble edifice, | 

8. The Queen's houſe at Greenwich. 

Zo. The Grange in Hampſhire, the ſeat of the 

of Northington. 

10. Piſhiobury, in Hertfordſhire. 

11. Gunnerſbury, near Brentford, lately the 
ſeat of the princeſs Amelia. . 


He af utberities. Gen. Biog. Dict. and Britiſh 
Biography, 8yo, vol. IV. e 
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T LITE o 
Du. AM ES USHER, 
© ARCHBISHOP or AR MAH 


IA. D. 1580, to 1655.) 


HE ſupplement to this volume cannot be 
I clofed with greater propriety than by the ad- 
dition of another learned man, who greatly contri- 
buted to the revival of a taſte for the ſtudy of hiſtory 
and antiquities, which, owing to the genius of the 
illuſtrious few whoſe lives are here given, and of 
Sir James Ware, a friend and countryman of arch- 
biſhop Uſher, whoſe life will be found in the next 
volume, was carried to a greater degree of perfection 
in this kingdom than at any æra preceding their 
_ --— ume. A | 
IJAuxs UsnER was deſcended from the ancient 
family of the Nevils, whoſe anceſtor went over from 
England to Ireland in quality of gentleman- uſher 
to king John, and there changed his family-name 
to that of his office, which his deſcendants from 
that time retained ; and they branched out into 
ſeveral families of repute in and near Dublin, and 
for ages enjoyed conſiderable offices in that 5 
2 WP | : s 
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His father was Mr. Arnold Uther, one of the | 
ſix clerks in the court of chancery in Dublin, a 
gentleman highly eſteemed for his integrity and 
good conduct. His mother was the daughter o 

James Stainihurſt, eſq; recorder of Dublin, one of 
the maſters in chaucery, and ſpeaker: of the Iriſſi 
houſe of commons in three parliaments in the reigu 
of Elizabeth, in the laſt of which he diſtingurſhed 
himſelf by propoſing the plan of founding and 
endowing the college and 'unwerfity of Dublin, 
which was ſoon after conſented to by her majeſty, 
and, being perfected, hath ever ſince continued to 
be a celebrated ſeminary for learning and good 


manners. | 
He was born at Dublin in 1 580; and from early 
infancy diſcovered a ſtrong paſſion for books, and 
a a moſt ſingular circumſtance attended the: firſt ef- 
fort he made to attain literary knowledge; He was 
taught to read Engliſh, that is, to pronounce it 
rightly, by two aunts, who were both blind from 
their cradle,” but having very retentive memories, 
and what is called a good ear for ſounds, by 
frequently repeating to him, they accompliſhed 
their point; but we muſt ſuppoſe that he was fir 
taught the alphabet by ſome other perſonn 
The next advance he made towards 2 liberal 
- education was attended with eireumſtances as'te»> 
markable as the firſt. n 
Two gentlemen of Scotland, eminent for their 
learning and diſtinguiſhed by their rank in liſe, but 
whoſe buſineſs and quality were. then unknown, 
came to Dublin in 1588, being ſent thither by 
James I. (then king of Scotland) to keep a cor- 
teſpondenee with. the Engliſh Proteſtant nobility: 
and gentry about Dublin, ia order to ſecure his: 
intereſt in that kingdom, againſt the death of queen 
Elizabeth. Theſe, for a colour, undertook the e- 
9 1 pPloy ment 
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ployment of ſchoolmaſters to inſtruct and diſcipline 
youth in learning and good education; for tlie want 
of ſuch was very great there at that time. The 
one was James Fullerton, | afterwards knighted, 
and made one of the gentlemen of the bed- chamber 
to king James; the other was James Hamilton, 
afterwards created viſcount Clandebois. To their 
inſtruction and tuition young Uſher was committed 
dy his parents; and he made ſo great a profi- 
_ ciency, , that he became the beſt ſcholar of the 
ſchool for Latin, poetry, and rhetoric, in the ſpace 
of five years. . 

In the year 1593, Trinity-college in Dublin 
was finiſhed, and Uſher, then in the thirteenth 
year of his age, being adjudged. by his ſchool- 
maſters ſufficiently qualified for admittance into 
that ſeminary, was entered accordingly : Dr. Lof- 

tus (ſometime fellow of Trinkty-college in Cam- 

- bridge) afterwards archbiſhop*of Dublin, being 

firſt provoſt of that college, and Mr Hamilton, 

cne of Uſher's ſchoolmaſters, ſenior fellow, and 

his tutor. Uther's name (as the firſt ſcholar there) 

ſands to this day in the firſt line of the regiſter, 

15 with a preſage annexed, that he might prove an 

_ - hcnour and ornament to that college nation, 
as he afterwards did. . 

Here he applied very diligently to the ſtudy of 
the languages and the liberal arts; but his chief 
delight waz in eccleſiaſt ical hiſtory and 3 

zn all which he improved to admiration ; for be- 

tween fitteen and ſixteen years of age he had made 

ſuch proficiency in chronology, that he had drawn 

up. in Latin, an exact chronicle of the Bible as 

far as the Book of Kings, not much differing from 

me method of his Angals. 

A ue eatl of Eſſex arciving in 1598, in quality of 
lotd licutenant of Ireland, and chancellor of the 
n r 
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nniverfity of Dublin, there was a ſolemn act for his 
entertainment. Mr. Uſher, being then Bachelor of 
Arts, held the part of reſpondent in the philoſophy- 
act with greatapprobation. But while he was buſily 
employing himſelf in theſe ſtudies and great deſigns, 
to qualify himſelf for the ſacred functions of the mi- 
niſtry, his father recommended to him the ſtudy of 
the common law (deſigning to ſend him ſhortly over 
to the inns of court in England) ; but to this the 
ſon was very averſe, -it no ways ſuiting with his 


natural temper and complexion ; yet dutifully would 
he have ſubmitted, if his father could not be brought 


to alter his mind in that matter. Accordingly he 
had reſolved to ſubmit, when his father's death, 
which happened ſoon after, left him at liberty to 

rſue his own inclinations; and the paternal 
. eſtate deſcended to him, which was of conſiderable 
value. But this young heir was ſo far from being 
tranſported by ſuch an acceſſton of fortune, that it 
did not in the leaſt ſhake him from his defign ; 
for finding it ſomewhat incumbered with law-ſuits, 
and ſiſters portions, and fearing thoſe might prove 
a hindrance to the courſe of his ſtudies, he choſe 
rather to commit himſelf to the providence of 


God, and ſo very frankly gave his inheritance to 


his brother and his ſeveral fiſters, for their por- 
tions ; only reſerving ſo much of it as might enable 


him to buy ſome books, and afford him a compe.: 


tent maintenance in the college, 1 
Not long after. this event, he was thought the 

fitteſt perſon to enter the liſts of diſputation with a 
daring and learned Jeſuit, one Henry Fitz Symonds, 
then priſoner in the caſtle of Dublin, who ſent out 


a challenge, defying the greateſt champion, and 
beſt learned, to diſpute with him about the points 
in controverſy between the Romiſh and Reformed 


Churches. Mr. Uſher accepted the challenge, and 
1 ac- 
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accordingly they met. The Jeſuit deſpiſed him at 
firſt on account of his youth, confidering him 
only as a boy ; but, after one or two public diſpu- 
tations, he was fo ſenſible of the quickneſs of his 
wit, the ſtrength of his arguments, and his {kill in 
diſputation, that he. declined all farther conteſt 
with him. | | 
In 1600, Mr. Uſher took the degree of Mafter 
of Arts; and the ſame year he was choſen catechiſt- 
reader in the college. And being not long after 
appointed to preach conftantly before the great of. 
ficers of ſtate, at Chriſt-church in Dublin, on Sun- 
days in the afternoon, he made it his buſineſs to 
treat of the chief points of controverſy between the 
Romiſh Church, and ours ; in which diſcourſes hc 
was fo clear, powerful, and convincing, that he 
thereby ſettled many that were wavering, and con- 
verted divers from the ſuperſtitions of Popery to 
the Church of England. Neither muſt it be for- 
gotten, that after the Engliſh forces had beaten 
and driven out the Spaniards in 1603; who then 
came to the aſſiſtance of the Iriſh rebels at Kinſale, 
the Engliſh officers reſolved to do ſome worthy act 
that might be a laſting memorial of the gallantry of 
military men, and of their regard for religion and 


learning. To promate which, they raifed among 


themſelves, out of the arrears of their pay, the 
ſum of one thoufand eight hundred pounds, to buy 
books to furniſh the library of the univerſity of 
Dublin. This ſum they paid into the hands of 
Dr. Chaloner and Mr. to procure ſuch 
books as they ſhould judge moſt neceſſary for the 
library, and moſt uſeful for the advancement of 
learning; which they accordingly undertook, and 
went to Englaud for that purpoſe ; where, and 
from foreign parts, they procured the beſt books in 
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It is ſomewhat remarkable; that at the time 


when they were at London about laying out this 
money in books, they met Sir Thomas Bodley 
there, alſo purchafing books for his ne- erected 
library at Oxford ; which laid the foundation of an 
intimacy between Mr. Uther and Sir Thomas, and 


they proved uſeful to each other upon this and 


ſubſequent occaſions. Thus we fee that the fa- 
mous Bodleian library at Oxford, and that of Dubs 
lin, began together. About this time, the chan- 
cellorſhip of St. Patrick, Dublin, being vacant, 
he was promoted to this dignity, which was the 
firſt ecclefiaſtical preferment he had, and which he 
retained without ſecking any other benefice. He 
lived upon it for ſome years, and kept hofpitality 

portionable to his income; nor cared he for any 
overplus at the year's end (for indeed he was never 


a hoarder of money), but for books and learning he 


had a kind of laudable covetouſneſs, and never 


thought a good book (either manuſcript or printed} 


too dear. - 

In 1606, he went a fecond time to England, to 
purchaſe books and manuferipts ; and then became 
acquainted with the celebrated Camden, who was 
at that time deeply engaged in finifhing a new edi- 
tion of his Rritannia ; and he took this opportu- 
nity to conſult Mr. Uſher upon ſeveral articles re- 
lative to the ancient ſtate of Ireland, and of the 
city of Dublin; on which fabje&s Uſher, after his 
return to Ireland, wrote fuck curious ſatisfacto 


letters to Mr. Camden, that he incorporated moſt 


of them into his work, with this polite and grate- 
ful acknowledgment, © Thus much I have to ob- 
ſerye of Dublin; for the greateſt part of which I 
muſt confefs myſelf indebted to the diligence and 


learning of James Uſher, chancellor of St. Patrick's, 


whole variety of learning, and ſoundneſs of judge - 
ment, infinitely ſurpaſs his years.” * 


* 
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Insa the year 160), being the twenty ſeventh of 
his? age, he took the degree of Bachelor of Di- 
vinity ; and ſoon after he was choſen divinity- pro- 
- feſſor in the univerſity of Dublin: and about this 
time there being a great diſpute reſpecting the 
Herenach, Termon, and Corban lands, which an- 
ciently belonged to the Chorepiſcopi, or body of 
biſhops of England and Ireland; Mr. Uſher wrote 
a learned treatiſe upon the ſubject, which was ſo 
highly approved, that it was ſent to archbiſhop 
Bancroft, and by him preſented to king James, 
The ſubſtance of it was afterwards tranſlated by Sir 
Henry Spelman into Latin, and publiſhed in the 
firſt part of his Gloſſary, as himſelf acknowledges, 
wing him there this character, Literarum in- 
gnis Pharus.“ This treatiſe is ſtill in manuſcript 
at the archbiſhop's library at Lambeth. 
This year alſo he made a third voyage to Eng- 
land, to Guy books, and to converſe with learned 
men; and was now firſt taken notice of at court, 
reaching before the houſhold, which was a great 
onour in thoſe days: and, whilſt here, he made 
it his buſineſs to ſtudy antiquity ; for which pur- 
pole he enquired after, and conſulted, the beſt ma- 


nuſcripts of both univerfities, and all libraries, 


both public and private; and from this time he 
made it a practice to viſit England once in three 
©" years; paſhng one month of the ſummer ſeaſon at 
Oxford, another at Cambridge, and the reſt at 
London, chiefly in the Cottonian library, Sir Ro- 
bert Cotton having cultivated a cloſe friendſhip 
With him. 7 
About the beginning of the year 1610, he was 
- unanimouſly choſen, by. the fellows of Trinity- 
college, Dublin, to the provofithip of that houſe; 
but he refuſed it, fearing it might prove a hin- 


« 


4 


ARCHBISHOP or ARMAGH. 30g 


In 1612, he took the degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity, to which he 'was admitted by Dr. Hamp- 
- ton, then archbiſhop of Armagh; and he made 
two preleQions u this occaſion ;. one on the 
Seventy Weeks of Daniel, and the other on the 
Millenium of the Apocalypſe. | 
The next year, being at London, he publiſhed - 
his treatiſe, ** De Ecclefiarum Chriftianarum Suc- 
ceſſione et Statu, &c. which was highly approved 
by his learned friends Iſaac Caſaubon and Abra- 
ham Schulter, who prefixed encomiaſtic verſes to 
the work in Greek and Latin; and, being dedi- 
cated to king James, it was ſolemnly preſented to 
him by archbiſhop Abbot, as the eminent firſt- 
fruits of the college of Dublin. It is imperfe& 
for about three hundred years, from Gregory XI. 
to Leo X. i. e. from 1371 to 1513; and from 
thence to this laſt century; which he intended to 
have added, had God afforded him a longer life. 
Soon after his return to Ireland, he married 
Phcebe, only daughter of Luke Challoner, Doctor 
of Divinity. of the ancient family of the Challo- 
ners, in Yorkſhire, who had been a great aſſiſtant 
and benefactor to the late erected college at Dub- 
lin, having been appointed overſeer of the build- 
pe. Pagers treaſurer, + 266 + I itt nb 
He was a learned and pious man, and had ſuch 
a friendſhip for Dr. Uther, that he courted his al- 
hance, and intended, had he lived, to have given 
him this his only daughter, with a conſiderable 
eſtate in land and money. But dying before be 


could ſee the marriage concluded, he charged her, 


upon his death bed; that, if Dr. Uſher: would 
marry her, ſhe ſhould think of no other perſon 
for a huſband; which command of her dying ſa- 
ther ſhe; punctually obeyed, and was: accordingly 
married to him ſoon after her father's death; 1 1 ; 
65 | n 
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In 167 6, a parliament being held at Dublin, a 
convocation. of the clergy was alſo aſſembled, 
wherein the articles of the Church of Ireland were 
drawn up by Dr- Uſher, at the requeſt of the other 
members of the convocation who figned them, 
and they were publiſhed. The turn of ſome of 
theſe articles incurred him the cenfure of favour- 
ing Puritaniſm, and this reached the ears of the 
king; but Uſher, in his next cuſtomary viſits to 
his friends in England, carried over recommen- 

letters from the privy-council of Ireland to 
that of England, by means of which he obtained 
private audiences of the king, who was ſo tho- 
roughly fatisfied with his religious principles, that 
in 1620 he promoted him to the biſhopric of 
Meath, in Ireland, being then void, with this ex- 
preſfion, ** that Dr. Uſher was a biſhop of lus own 
i 22 8 : | | 
The biſhop of Meath being at Dublin in 1622, 
was defired by the adminiſtration to make an ad- 
monitory oration in the ſtate- chamber in the 
_ caſtle to cergain officers who were to be cenſured 
for {crupling.to take the oaths of ſupremacy. His 
upon this occaſion being tranſmitted to the 
king, he was ſo highly pleaſed with it, that he 
Wrote him a letter of thanks for it. | 
After the biſhop had been in Ireland about two 
years, king James teſtiſied his - approbation of his 
deſign of employing bimſelf in writing the anti- 
quities of the Britiſh churches; and, that he might 
have the better opportunity and means for that 
end, he ſent over à letter to the lord-deputy and 
council of Ireland, commanding them to grant a 
licence for his being abſent from his ſee. Upon 
- which ſummons the biſhop came to England, and 
ſpent about a year in conſulting the beſt ma- 
nuſcripts in both univerſities and private I 
4 "52 eo | | 
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in order to (procure materials for his intended | 


work. | 
Soon - ofter. his return to Ireland, he was for 
ſome time engaged in anſwering the bold chal- 
lenge of Malone, an Iriſh Jeſuit, of the college of 
Lorrains 7 
The biſhop was in England again juſt before 
the death of king James; and the archbithoprick of” 
Armagh becoming vacant by the death of Dr. 
Hampton, the late archbiſhop, the king was 
pleaſed to nominate him, though there were divers 
competitors, as the fitteſt perſon for that great 
charge and high dignity of the church; and, not 
long after, he was elected archbithop by the dean 
and chapter. 0 5 18 r* 2 
The laſt teſtimony he received of his majeſty's: 
favour, was his letter to a perſon of quality in Ire- 
land, who had newly obtained the cuſtody of the 
temporalities of that fee, forbidding him to meddle 
with, or receive, any of the rents, or profits, of 
the ſame ; but immediately to deliver he had 
already teceived unto the receivers of the pte ſent 
archbiſhop, ſince he was here employed in his ma- 
jeſty s ſpecial ſervice. K 2 e 77 
Ur. Uſher, upon this promotion, received con- 
gratulatory letters from lord viſcount Falkland, 
lord-deputy of Ireland, from all the great officers: 
of ſtate, and from the bench of biſhops. of that 
kingdom, expreſſing their joy upon his nomination” 
to the primacy; but he did not return to his na- 
tive country till 1626, having been detained in 
England nine months by a quartan ague. Fe 
In the adminiſtration of the archbiſhoprick, he 
acted, as he had done in every other ſtation, in a 
moſt exemplary manner. He ad moniſhed, ex- 


horted, and reformed the inferior clergy; but he 
vigorouſly oppoſed the deſign of granting more to- 
n | leration 
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leration to Iriſn Papiſts; for, on the ſubject of to- 
leration, this great man was not ſufficiently en- 
lightened. A general aſſembly of the whole nation, 
- both Papiſts and Proteſtants, was called by the 
then lord-deputy Falkland upon this ſubject. 
The meeting was in the hall of the caſtle of 

Dublin. The biſhops, by the lord-primate's in- 
vitation, met firſt at his houſe; and both he and 
they then unanimouſly drew up and ſubſcribed a 
proteſtation againſt the toleration of Popery. The 
judgement of the biſhops prevailed ſo much with 
the Proteſtants, that the propoſals of the Koman 
Catholicks, to provide, at their-expence, a ſtanding 
army for the defence of the kingdom, againſt its 
foreign and domeſtic enemies, upon certain condi- 
tions of toleration, were wa . 
The archbiſhop was now enabled more amply 
to gratify his ruling paffion, the love of antiquity, 
He laid aſide, every year, a conſiderable ſum for 
the purchaſe of valuable books and manuſcripts; 
and, amongſt others, by the means of Mr. Tho- 
mas Davis, then à merchant at Aleppo, he pro- 
dutred one of the firſt Samaritan Pentateuchs that 
ever was brought into theſe weſtern parts of Eu- 
1 (as Mr. Selden and Dr. Walton acknow- 
ledge); as alſo the Old Teſtament in Syriac, much 
more perfect than had hitherto been ſeen in theſe 
parts. This Pentateuch, with the reſt, were bor- 
rowed from him by Dr. Walton, afterwards bi- 
ſhop of Cheſter, and by him made uſe of in the 

Polyglot Bible; all which manuſcripts, being at- 
- terwards retrieved out of the hands of the ſaid bi- 
. ſhop's executors, are now in the Bodleian library 
art. xford. | 8 St 

In 1631, the lord-primate publiſhed at Dublin, 
The Hiſtory of Goteſchalcus, and of the Pre- 
deſtinarian Controverſy, being the firſt 1 


— 


ARCHBISHOP or ARMAGH. 30g 


book that was ever printed in Ireland. And in 
1632 he alſo publiſhed there a collection of an- 
cient letters, under the title of Veterum Epiſ- 
tolarum Hibernicarum Sylloge, quæ partim ad Hi- 
bernos, partim de Hibernis, vel rebus Hibernicis 
ſunt. conſcripte,”” Commencing about the year 
592, and ending about 1180, containing divers 
curious matters, relating to the ecclefiaſtical dif- 
 cipline and juriſdiction of the Church of Ireland in 
thoſe times. e th.” | 
Upon the meeting of the parliament of Ireland 
in 1634, a diſpute aroſe between the primate and 
the archbiſhop of Dublin, concerning precedence z 
but Uſher aſſerted his right, ſo clearly, that the 
point was determined in his favour. .” 
In-1640, the archbiſhop came to England with 
his family on his private affairs, and intended to 
have returned again very ſoon to Ireland; but from 
this time he neverſaw his native country. Charles I. 
had ſhewn him marks of his eſteem and fa- 
vour upon his acceſſion; for he had granted him 
nan order on the treaſury of Ireland for 400 l. upon 
his return home ſoon after that event; and he had 
continued to place great confidence in him; and 
the archbiſhop, on his part, having ſhewn, upon 
many occaſions, a fincere attachment to the king, 
it is no wonder a man of his abilities ſhould be 
detained at the Engliſh court, at, a time when his 
n affairs began to wear ſo gloomy an 


The firſt inſtance, however, of his being known 
to 1nterfere in the public councils of England, was 
in the conteſt between his majeſty and the two - - 
houſes of parliament, concerning his paſſing the 
bill. for the earl of Strafford's attainder- LIbe 
king, being much perplexed and divided between 
the clamours of a — 94 people and an un- 


the carl of Strafford (for that he might ſhew mercy 
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;fatisfied conſcience, thought fit to adviſe with 
ſiome of his bifhops what they thought he ought to 
do in point of conſcience (as he Had before con. 
ſulted his judges in matter of law), among which 
his majeſty thought fit to make choice of the lord. 
e for one, though without his ſeeking or 
ledge; but ſince ſome nien, either out of 
ſpleen, or becauſe they would not retract from what 
they had once written from vulgar report, have 
thdught fit to publiſh, as if the lord-primate 
thould adviſe the king to fign the bill for the 
: aid carl's attainder, it will not be amiſs to inſert 
the relation of this matter which Dr. Bernard had 
-undet his own hand, and has printed in his fune- 
ral ſermon. - + A + N 
That Sunday morning wherein the king con- 
ſulted with the four biſhops (of London, Durham, 
Lincoln, and Carlifle), the archbiſhop of Armagh 
was not preſent, being preaching (as he then accuſ- 
-tomed himſelf every Sunday to do) in the church of 
Covent- garden; where a meſſage coming unto him 
from his majeſty, he deſcended from the pulpit, and 
told him that brought it, he was then (as he ſaw) 
employed about God's buſineſs, which as ſoon as 
de had done, he would attend upon the king, to 
. paderſtand his pleaſure.“ But the king ſpending the 
Whole afternoon in the ſerious debate of the lord 
Strafford's caſe with the lords of his council and 
the judges of the land, he could not before evening 
be admitted to his majeſty's preſence. There the 
queſtion was again agitated, Whether the king, 
in juſtice, might paſs the bill of attainder againſt 


to him was no queſtion at all), no man doubting but 


tut the king, without the leaſt ſeruple of conſci- 
ence, might have granted him a pardon, if other 
„ bore tonlls £715 vine 
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reaſons of ſtate (in which the biſhops were made 
neither judges, nor adviſers) did not hinder him. 

The whole reſult therefore of the determination 
of the biſhops was to this effect: that therein the 
matter of ſact, and matter of law, were to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed ; that of the matter of fact, he himſelf 
might make a judgement, having been preſent at 
all proceedings againſt the ſaid earl; whert, if 
upon hearing the allegations on either fide, he did 
not conceive him guilty of the crimes wherewith 
he was charged, he could not, in juſtice, condemn 
him; but for the matter in law, what was treaſon, 
and what was not, he was to reſt in tlie opinion of 
the judges, whole office it was to declare the law, 
and who were {worn therein to carry themſelves 
iadifferently betwixt him and his ſubjects: which 
gave his majeſty occaſion to complain of the deal- 
ing of the judges with him not long before: that 
having earneſtly preſſed them to declare, in parti- 
cular, what part of the lord of Strafford's charge 
they judged to be treaſonable (foraſmuch as, upon 
the hearing of the proof produced, he might, in his 
conſcience, perhaps, find him guiltleſs of that fact], 
he could not by any means draw them to nomi- 
nate any in particular, but that upon. the whole 
matter treaſon; might juſtly be charged upon him. 
And in this ſecond meeting, it was obſerved, that 
the bilhop of London did not ſpeak; but the 
biſhop of Lincoln not only ſpake, but put a writ- 
ing into the king's hand, wherein what was con-: 
tained the reſt of his brethren knew not. | 

Not many months after the execution of the earl 
of Strafford, news of the breaking-out of the hor- 
rid Iriſh rebellion arrived, and that the rebels had 
plundered the archbiſhop's houſe in the country, 
leized oh his tents, quite ruined or deſtroyed his 
tenements, killed or drove away his SN 
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flocks and herds of cattle, to very great value: 
and, in a word, had not left him any thing in that 
kingdom, which-eſcaped their fury, but his library, 
and ſome furniture in his houſe at Drogheda, which 
were ſecured by the ſtrength of that place, notwith- 
ſanding a long and dangerous fiege by thoſe rebels; 
which library was ſome years after conveyed over 
to Cheſter, and from thence to London. This re- 
duced him to a-very low condition, happening 


| . ſoon after Michaelmas, when he expected a return 


of his rents; ſo that he was forced, for his preſent 
fapply, to fell or pawn all the plate and jewels he 
had. This, though a very great trial, yet made 
not any change in his temper, he fill ſabmitting 
to Providence with Chriſtian patience. Yet theſe 
afflictions were ſyifficient to move compaſſion, even 
in the breaſts F foreigners; for, ſome months 
after his loſſes; the city and univerſity. of Leyden 
offered to chuſe him their honorary profeſſor, with 
à more ample ſtipend than had been formerly an- 
need to that place; and Dr. Bernard, in his 
© above-cited ſermon, likewiſe tells us, that cardi- 
nal Richelieu did about the ſame time make him 
an invitation to dome into France, with a promiſe 
of a very noble penſion, and freedom of his reli 
gion there. And that this is not unlikely may be 
proved from the great reſpe& that cardinal had for 
him, which he expreſſed in a letter to him, accom- 
panied with a gold medal of conſiderable value, 
—— his own effigies ſtamped upon it, which 1s 
- . ſtill preſerved. Theſe were ſent him upon his 
- publiſhing his work, De Primordiis Eccleſiarum 
Britannicarum.“ But it pleafed his majeſty to pro- 
vide for him much better in England, by confer- 
ring on him the biſhoprick of Carliſle (then void by 
the death of Dr. Potter) to hold in commendam. 
This, though very much reduced in its * 3 
EE 7 cotch 


— 


 ARCHBISHOP or ARMAGH, 313 


gcotch and Engliſh armies. quartering upon it, as 


alſo by the unhappy wars which not long after fol- 
lowed, he made ift to ſubſiſt upon, with ſole 
other helps, until the long parliament ſeized upon 
all biſhops lands. But in conſideration of his 
great loſſes in Ireland, as alſo of his own merits, 


aud to make him ſome fatisfaftion for what they 
took away, they voted him a penſion of fout hun- 
dred pounds per annum; and, after their diſſolu- 
tion, Dr. Bernard aſſures us, that Oliver Crom 


well made him a competent allowance for his ſub- 
ſiſtence, with which he was contented, which he 


ſays he received for the archbiſhop to the laſt; be · 


fides other very conſiderable ſums extraordinary, 
But we muſt now return from this digreſſion, 


ing ſcenes of his valuable life. 
marchipg to Oxford in October, 


and purſue our worthy prelate 5 the remain- 


42, archbiſhop 


Uther obtained leave of the parliament to retire to 


the ſame. city; and the reverend Dr. Prideaux, 
biſhop of Worceſter (his good friend) lent him his 
houſe adjoining to Exeter-college, which he ac- 


cepted of, as being near his buſineſs” at the public 


library, where he now purſued his ſtudies, prepar- 
ing divers treatiſes for the public view, ſome of 


which he alſo printed there; nor did he lefs endea- 
vour to be ſerviceable to men's. fouls, than to the 
commonwealth of learning, preaching commonly . 


at one church or other every Sunday, and for 
great part of the time in the. forenoons, ſome- 


times at St. Olave's, and ſometimes at Alhallow's, 
where he had conſtantly a crowded audience, both 


of ſcholars and other perſons. 


In 1643, he was nominated one of the aſſembly | 
of divines, which met at Weſtminſter, to ſettle the 
religion of the ſtate; in which the famous care . 


x 


pon the king's 


chilm.now'in uſe by ſome of the Protedant Di- 


Vor. III. P .-* fentery, © 
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enters, and flivers articles of religion, were made 
"He refuſed to-fit.among them; .and:this, together 
| With ſome df his ſermons preached at Oxford, giy- 
ing offence to the, parliament, they ordered his li 
- *brary to be ſeized. it was ſeized accordingly, and 
would have been ſold by them, had not Dr. 
Peatiy, -who fat among thoſe divines, while hi 
Heart was with the king and the Church of Eng. 
land, obtained it by means of Mr..Selden as for 
bis own aſc, but in reality to reſtore it to thy 


1 e | 
In 1645, it being ſtrongly rumoured that Ox. 
ford: would be beſieged by the parliament forces, 
dhe archbiſhop left that city, and retired to Car- 
diff in Wales, to the ſeatof Sir Timothy Tyrrel, 
-who'had:married his only daughter, and was then 
govemor and ghneral of the-ordnance, under the 
Jord Gerard, Reutenant -- general of his majcſty's 
Forces-in South Wales. 
Hlere he remained about fix months, free from 
the dangers of war, this being a ſtrong garriſon, 
and well-manned, which invited many perſons of 
quality to come thither for ſafety ; ſo that the lord- 
primate had a.good opportunity to purſue his ſtu- 
dies, having brought many cheſts of books along 
with him; and e now made a great progreſs in 
the firſt part of bis Sacred Annals. 
At length, the King's army being ſo reduced 2s 
not to permit him to leave many men in garriſons, 
che was forced to unfurniſh this, as well as others, 
of its ſoldiers and ammunition ; ſo that Sir Timo- 
thy Tyrrel was forced to quit his poſt; and the 
archbiſhop then accepted an invitation from the 


33 £384 dowager Stradling to come to her caſtle of d. 


Donates. | | f 
Inchis journey. thithor he was extremely ill-vſed 
57 the Welch rabble, who were up in arms 'in the 


mou 


| * | 
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mountains, and took away his books and papers. 
Bat after his arrival at St. Donates, the nobility. 
and gentry of the neighbourhood, by ordering 
public notice. to be given in the chufches, and 
at the market · places, that all perſons poſſeſſed of 
books or papers hould bring theme to their miniſ- 
ters or landlords, for which they ſhould: be grati- | 
fied, in about three months he recovered moſt of” 
them, - | 1277 f 
While the archbiſhop. was at St. Donates, be 
ſpent his time chiefly in looking over the, books 
and manuſcripts in the library in that caftle, which 
bad been collected by Sir Edward Stradling, a 
great antiquary, and friend of Mr. Camden's; and 
out of theſe manuſcripts he made many choice 
collections of Britiſh or Welch antiquity. But he 
mas prevented making all the uſe he intended of 
this fine library by a ſharp and dangerous iHnefs, 
which began at firſt with a ſtrangury and fappref- 
fon of urine, with. extremity. of torture, and it” 
cauſed a violent bleeding at the noſe for near fort 
tours together, without any confiderable inter- 
miſſion. No means applied could ſtop it, ſo that 
the phyſicians, and all about him, defpaired of his 
lite, till at laſt (Fay appredenaing. he was expir- 
ng) it ſtopped. of itlelf, and he recovered by de- 
Rees. 1 19 7 7 

In 1646, he actually deſigned to go abroad} and 
Had rocured paſſes for that e vice- ad- 
mirat Molton, who commanded at fea for the par- 
lament, dechring that if he came in his way he 
would ſecure him and deliver him up to the parlia- 


ment, this detained him, till he received a wpref- 

ſing invitation from the: counteſs dowager of Pe 

terborgugh to come and make his abode With Her, 

ad ſhe would engage that he ſhould not be mo- 

leled, but have all accommodations ſuitable-to his 
5 RJ... 


.- - outhis perſonal appearance; fo, upon a ſummons 
ſent from the committee of examinations at Weſt- 
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condition, and the great affection and eſteem he 
had for him, as a return for thoſe benefits ſhe had 
formerly received from him; in converting her 
| bord, and ſecuring herſelf from Popery. After 
ſome deliberation he thought fit to accept this kind 
offer; and having obtained paſſes for his journey, 
he left St. Donates, after almoſt a year's reſidence 
there. But it muſt not be forgotten, that, before 
he left Wales, the great expences of his ſickneſs, 
and remoyals in the year paſt, had much reduced 
him as to his purſe, nor knew he where to get it 
ſupplied ; when it pleaſed God to put it into the 
hearts of divers worthy perſons of that country, 
to conſider that the lord-primate had not only ſuf- 
fered much by the rudeneſs of the rabble (as hath 
been already related), but alſo by a long and ex- 
penſive ſickneſs : ſo that they ſent him, unknown 
to each other, divers conſiderable ſums, by which 
means he had, 'in a few weeks, enough to ſupply 
all his preſent occaſions, and alſo to defray the ex- 
pences of his journey to England. This the pious 
prelate accounted a ſpecial providence, and was 
very thankful for it. > 
ing arrived ſafe at the counteſs of Peterbo- 
rough's houſe in London,” where he was moſt 
kindly received by her, he now met with a freſh 
diſturbance. - There was an order of parliament, 
that whoſoever ſhould come from any of the, 
king's garriſons to London, muſt fignify their 
names to the committee at Goldſmiths-hall, and 
there give notice of their being in town, and where 
they lodged. - Accordingly he ſent to Goldſmiths- 
| hall to acquaint them that he was in town, and 
at the counteſs of Peterborough's houſe, but they 
refuſed to take notice of his being in town, with- 


er, 


re 


tereſt to put: a ſtop to that trouble. Not long afte 
this, he retired with the cqunteſs of Petexhoromy 


- 
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minſter, he; appeared before en when, tha 


ſtrictiy examined him, where he bad been W 


fince his departure from London, and whether he 


had any leave for his going from London to ON 


ford. He anſwered, ** he: had a paly from g com- 
mittee of both houſes,” © They demanded, farther 


whether Sir Charles Coote, or zny other, SE | 
* 


deſired him to uſe his power with the ki 

toleration of religion in Ireland ?” He aninered, 
that neither Sit Charles Coote, nor any; other, 
erer moyed any ſuch thing to him, but that 5 
ſoon as he heard of the Iriſh agent's, coming to 
Oxford, he went to the king, and 1 


2 


: 


2. 


point of religion, without his knowledge : Whi 


his majeſty promiſed he Would not; and when, the 
point of toleration came to be debated at the coun- 


cil-board, che king, with all the lords there, ah“. 
oluely denied it ; and he profeſſed for his part. 


that he was ever againſt it, as à thing ee a d 


the Proteſtant religion. Having anſwered . the; 
queries, the chairman of, the committee offered 
lum the negative. oath (which had been made on 


| befceched hig 
wiely nos n any veg nah MN DR By”. 


purpole for alt thoſe that had adhered to the king, 


or came from any of his garriſons) but hedefired. - 


time to conſider of that; and ſo her was diſmiſſed, 
and appeared no more; for Mr. Selden, and others 
of his triends in tlie houſe, made wie of their in- 


to her houſe. at Ryegate, in Surrey, Where he 9 


ten preached, either in her chapel, or in the p 


church of that place. 


About the beginning of the- Jer 164% he wes. 


choſen, by the honourable ſoczety ot -Lincoln's+40n,, 


— 


to be their preacher, which, after ſome ſolicitations, = 


Tn I ona. 


— 
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-. houſe (whereof his good friend Mr. Hale, after- 
.. - wards. lord-chicf-juſtice, was one), ordered him 
handſome lodgings, ready furniſhed ; as alſo divers 
rooms. for his library, which was about this time 
brought up from Cheſter, | | 
Here he was moſt kindly received, and treated 
with all reſpect and honour, and continued preach- 
ing to the focicty near ſeven years, till, at laſt, his 
eye-fight and teeth began to fail him, ſo that he 


could not be well heard in fo large a congregation, 
and he was forced, about year and a halt before 


his death, to quit that place, to the great trouble 
of that honourable ſociety. 3 

During the treaty in the Iſle of Wight, between 
the king and the parliament, he was permitted, 


having received the king's commands, to wait on 


him there ; and he had ſeveral private conferences 
with his majeſty relative to the government of the 
church, incaſe an accommodation had taken place. 


'. After this he ſaw no more of the king till the day of 


his execution, when, being at the counteſs of Pem- 
broke's houſe, near Charing-croſs, her gentlemen 
and ſervants having been upon the leads where 
they could fee the whole melancholy tranſact ion, 


ttmey informed bim when his majeſty came upon the 


ſcaffold; and with great reluQance he went up; 
but when the executioners in vizards began to 
tuck up the king's hair, he turned pale, and 
would have ſwooned,' if he had not been imme- 


..__ "diately carried off. He was, however, fo deeply 


afﬀfettcd by the cataſtrophe, that he kept the anni- 


* ..  verſary as a private faſt as long as he lived. 


His great reputation having excited in Cromwell 
_ . deſue to ſee him, be ſent tor him, and receiv- 
<d bim with great reſpect. It is alſo certain, 
that he, from this time, ſettled a penſion upon 
him; but thoſe writers who have made it a ＋ 
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to blacken the character of Cromwell, though they 
give credit to Dr. Bernard for every other occur- 
rence in his account of the archbiſhop, think pro- 
per to diſbelieve him in this, without producing 
any proof to the contrary. 0 
he laſt public exerciſe performed by the arch - 
biſhop was his preaching the funeral ſermon of 
the learned Mr. Selden in 1654, at the Temple- 
church. In February, 1655, he retired to the 
country- ſeat of Lady Nerd at Ryegate, in 
Surrey, and aſſid uouſly employed himfelf in mak- 
ing additions to his Sacred Chronology, But his 
eye · ſight being greatly decayed, he could only 
write at a window, and on clear days; yetthe was 
apparently very healthy and vigorous for a man of 
his great age; but on the 20th of March he com- 
plained in the evening of a violent ſciatica; and 
the next morning he had ſtrong ſymptoms of a 
pleuriſy, which gave him great torture. He was 
ſenüble of his approaching end, and during the 
intervals of pain, which he bore with great pati- 
ence — of foyrteen hours, he was fervent in | 
yer, and in pious exhortations to all about 
im; and taking an affectionate leave of the coun- 
teſs of Peterborough, as the agonies of death came 
upon him, he defied to be left to his private de- 
votions. After which, the laſt words he was 
heard to utter juſt before he expired, were, O- 
Lord forgive me. eſpecially my fins of omiſſion.“ 
Thus died this truly excellent man, leaving behind 
him a moſt unexceptionable character, eſpecially 
for his moderation in ecclefiaſtical matters, ſor 
which he was charged by the high church prelates 
with Puritaniſm, and remiſſneſs in his office. His 
relations intended to have buried him privately at 
Ryegate, as tliey were not able to defray the ex- 
penges of a public funeral: but Cromwell gave 
». | ? EH OE PN orders 
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orders for his interment with great magnificence 
in Weſtminſter Abbey at his own expence, though 
ſome ſay he paid only part of the charge. 

His funeral ſermon was preached by Dr. Nicholas 
Bernard, preacher-tv the Jaw-ſociety of Gray's- inn, 
who had formerly been his chaplain ; and it con- 
teins a ſummary. of his life. Cromwell alſo enjoined 
his executors not to ſell his library without his 
_ conſent; It confiſted of ten-thouſand volumes in 
print and manuſcript, and, after his deceaſe, was 
eagerly ſought for by the king ef Denmark and. 
by cardinal Mazarine. But what eſcaped the plun- 
dering ſcenes of thoſe times was beſtowed upon 
- the college of Dublin, for which he intended it. 
- » Archbiſhop Uſher was an author of the firſt re- 

in the time in which he lived; and publiſhed 

à great many theological and polemioal works in 
Latin and Engliſh. Others were publiſhed after his 
death, He allo left ſeveral manuſcripts ; amongſt: 
the reſt, Notes and Obſervation on the Writings 
and Characters of the Fathers and Eecleſiaſtical 
Authors, which he cefigned-as the baſis of an ela- 
| borate work, to be intituled, 7 Theoi:gica Bibli— 
bea. The papers he left to the care of Dr. 
Langbaine, of Queen's college, who, in purſuing. 
the deſign in the public library at Oxford, got a. 
ſevere cold, which occaſioned his death in 1657, 
and then the work was dropt, though Dr. Fell 
made ſome attempts to get it finiſhed. A copy of 
it, as far as it is done, is preſerved in the Bodleian 


But his principal work, which has rendered the 
name of Uſher famous in all parts of the world, 
where religious knowledge and ſacred hiſtory are 
Tevered, is his Sacred Chtonology, or Annals of 
the Old and New Teſtament, from the Beginning 

of the World to the Deſtruction of Funden by 
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Titus Veſpaſian, A. D. 70, in two Parts,” The 
firſt part was publiſhed by himſelf in 1650, and the 
ſecond ih 1654. They have been reprinted in one 
volume in Engliſh, at London and at Dublin ; and 
in Latin, at Paris and at Geneva; and his Chrono- 
logy has been almoſt univerſally followed; though, 
in the part relative to the ancient Greek hiſtory, 
Sir Iſaac Newton differs from him, and has pub- 
liſhed a chronology of his own, much eſteemed 
by many learned men, but charged with error by 
others. | BE 
| Archbiſhop Uſher's Annals are juſtly conſidered. 
as a repofitory of ancient hiſtory, and, as far as 
they go, with reſpect to the Roman hiſtory, which 
is to A. D. 73, they may be relied on; and are 
aſſuredly one of the beſt authorities extant, Beſides 
theſe, three hundred of has letters to his numerous 
learned correſpondents, at home and in foreign 
parts, were publiſhed at London, in one volume, 
folio, by Dr. Parr, another of his chaplains. 


« Auth: ROS Bernard's Funeral Sermon for e 2 


biſhop Uther. Parr's Life prefixed to his Letters. 
Biog. Britan. e | | Dn ol 
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J. In O Volume, Crewn Oftaw, price 35. ſctued. 
THE Town Talk, The Fiſh Pool. The Ple- 
bejan, The Old W ig, The Spinſter, &c. By 

the principal Authors of the Tatler, Spectator, 
dad Guardian. New: firſt collected, with Notes and: 
II. In One Volume, Crown Omdavo, Price 45. cue, 
The Lover, written in Imitation of the Tatler,- 
by ManxdAb ux MyRTER, Gent. To which is 
added, the Reader. Both by the authors of the 

Tatler and Spectator. A new edition, with Notes 

and Illuſtrations 8 | 

III. The Tatler; or, Lucubrations of Isaac 
Bickars TAPE, Eſq. anew edition, in fix volumes, 

_ crown octavo, with Notes, IIluſtrations, and beau» 
tful Prints. Price 11. 4s. in boards. | 
IV. A newedition of the SpeQator, witli Hiſto · 

rical Notes by the Editors of the Tatler, 8 vols. 

Brice 1I. 18. bound, eng TSF 

V. Speedily will be. pᷣubliſſbed, 

The Theatre, by Sir Ricnaryd STEELE, never” 
before collected, with Notes and Illuſtrations by 
o * Nichols. If any Gentleman wilt fayour the 
ditor with a copy of the F irſt and Sixteenth Num- 

bers of the Anti- Theatre (which was publiſhed in- 

foho half-ſheets,. 7719-20), it will be eſteemed a 

particular. favour. nh | | 
VI. In Two Volumes, Ofave, Price 168. in board), 
A: General Index to the Firſt Fifty-fix Volumes 


of the Gentleman's Magazine, from its com- 


mencement, in the year 1731, to the end of 1780. 
Compiled by SAMUEL Avs couch, Clerk, F. S.A. 
Affiſtant Librarian of the Britiſh Muſeum. 1 
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* Vol. I. contains an Index to the Eſfays, 
Nifſertations, and Hiſtorical Paſſages. Vol. II. (in 
four parts) Indexes to the Poetical Articles, the 
Names of Perſons, the Plates, and the Books and 
Pamphlets publiſhed for a period of fifty · ſix 


vears. a 
VI. In Two large Volumes, Quarto, adorned with 
orty-five Plates, Price 3l. 38. in boards, 
gc er pn Public Þroceſfions of Queen 

Elizabeth. Among which are interſperſed other 
Solemnities, Public Expenditures, - and Remarka- 

ble Events during the Reign of that Illuſtrious 
Princeſs. Now firſt printed from original -MSS. 

ol the Times; or collected from ſcarce Pamphlets, 
&c. Illuſtrated with Hiſtorical Notes. By Jous 
Nichols, F. S. A. Edinb. & Perth. N 
VIII. In'Duarto, Price 38, adorned with five Plates, 
The Forty-ninth Number of the Bibliotheca 
Topographica Britannica. Containing, the Hiſtory | 
and Antiquities of Canonbury, at Iflington, in 
the County of Middleſex. including Liſts of the 
Priors of St. Bartholomew, and of the Prehenda- 
iries and Vicars of Iflington ; with Biographical 
Anecdotes of ſuch of them as have been of Emi- 
'nence in the Literary World. By Joux NzcnyoLs. 

IX. Tn One Volume, F.lio, Price 21. 25. in boards, 

Notitia Monaſtica: Or, An Account of all the 

Adbies, Priories, and Houſes of 'Friers, formerly 
in England and Wales. And alſo of all the Col. 
leges and Hoſpitals founded before A, D. 1540. 

By the Right ben Al. Dr. Thomas Tanner, 
Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph. Publiſhed A. D. 1744. 
by Joun Tanxer, M. A. Vicar of Loweftoft * 
in Suffolk, and Precentor of the Cathedral Church 
of St. Aſaph. And now re- printed, with many 
Additions, by Aus NA SMITH, M. A. Rec- 
tor of Snalewell, Cambridgeſhire, and Chaplain to 

to the Earl of Buckinghamſhire, _ N 
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© Liber Regis, vel Theſaurus rerum Ecclefiaſtica 
rum. By Join Bacon, Eſq. Receiver of the Firſt 


Fruits. With an Appendix, containing proper 
Directious zud Precedents relating to Preſenta- 
tions, Inſtitutions, Inductions, Diſpenſations, &e. 
and a complete Alphabetical Inden. 2 
XI. I Quart, Price Five Shillings, | 
Annales Elie de Trickingham, Monachi Ordinis 


Benedictini, ex Bibliotheea Lambethana. Epiſtola 


ad JoOHANNEM, NICHoLSIUM, celeberrimum Ty- 
pographum, premutitur. In qua de AuQore et 


ejus Opere fuse agitur ; et neceſſariæ infuper Ad- 


notatiunculæ adjunguntur. Subnectitur Compen- 


dium Compertorum, per Io. LecH et Ric. 
- LayTon, Viſitatores Regios; ex Bibliotheci Du- 
eis Devonize, Una cum Anteloquio de Natura 


Operis, et Vitas Viſitatorum complectente. Notulæ 
hinc inde inſperſæ ſunt. Utrumque Opuſculum ex 


-MSS. nunc primumedidit SAMUEL PEGGE, A.M. 
XII. In One Volume Folio, Price Two Guineas and a 


8 | Half in Boards. 
Cuſtumale Roffenſe; from a MS. in the Archives 
of the Dean and Chapter of Rocheſter. To which 


are added, Memorials of the Cathedral Church; 


and ſome Account of the Remains of Churches, 


Chantries, &c. whoſe Inſtruments of Foundation 
and Endowment are, for. the moſt Part, contained 
in the Regiſtrum Roffenſe: with divers curious 


Pieces of Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, hitherto unno- 


ticed, in the ſaid Dioceſe.” The Whole intended 
as a Supplement to that Work. IIluſtrated with 
LVIII Copper- Plates, from accurate Drawings, 
taken principally under the Editor's Inſpection. 
By Joun Inokrz, of Bexley in Kent, Eſq- 
M. A. F. S. A. 5 ˖ ES | 2" 
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